The Cons of Homeschooling
Lack of social development

Of the many pros and cons of homeschooling, this is among the most commonly listed “cons.”
Keeping your child out of a traditional school environment greatly inhibits their access to other
children. Even if your child gets plenty of playtime and other opportunities to meet and interact
with people his own age, this is bound to add up to far less contact thanthe 30+ hours in a
normal school week and can lead to home school socialization issues.

Not learning how to properly interact within a group
can sometimes result in social and behavioral issues. Children may be less inclined to share,
demand personal attention by acting out, or become socially awkward and anxious. Learning to
make friends and exist within a group are important life lessons that children could miss out on
through homeschooling.

To offset home school socialization issues parents can create a home school schedule that
includes homeschool activities such as field trips to places of interest, involvement in sports and
activities at recreation centers, and meeting other home school parents through homeschool
groups.

Missed experiences

Common experiences are part of the fabric of life. These forge friendships and build memories,
and may be limited in a homeschooling environment. School life is filled with plenty of exciting
opportunities for children, from field trips to the prom. While you can certainly provide cultural
and other opportunities while homeschooling your child, these are not the same as the child
would experience in a group of his or her peers. As with the social interactions provided by a
traditional school environment, the opportunity to participate in special events and other
commonalities can help children better adjust in society.

Reduced competition


http://www.homeschool-companion.com/home-school-schedule.html

Competition often breeds achievement, and homeschooled children are
generally not provided with competitive opportunities. Traditional schooling fixtures such as
team sports, spelling bees, and school play tryouts all encourage your child to do their very
best. These things give children something to strive for, and to uncover natural aptitudes that
might go untapped in homeschooled environments.

While you and your child can still seek non-scholastic teams and other competitive hobbies, this
generally requires prior interest in a topic. The school system, on the other hand, naturally
provides several competitive paths for children to try without provocation.

While weighing the pros and cons of homeschooling, it's important to remember that you can
have an impact on whichever path you choose. For example, your homeschooled children can
become just as socially adept as their peers with careful planning. Children enrolled in
traditional school can still benefit from the time and tutelage of an attentive parent. Only you can
decide if homeschooling is the right choice for your children, but making an informed choice on
the matter will put them in position for a robust educational future.

The Negative Effects and Aspects of Homeschooling

More parents are choosing to homeschool their children because they see the many benefits of
homeschooling, differences in ideology and issues with public school policy are only a few reasons why
some parents choose homeschooling over public or private schools. When considering enrolling a child
in @ homeschool curriculum, there are many different factors to consider. While there are many
positive aspects of homeschooling, there are also the negative aspects of homeschooling. In this
article, we will explore some of the disadvantages of homeschooling.

Time

When parents take the responsibility of educating their children at home, they may need to set aside
time to make it work. The task of homeschooling a child is certainly not easy, especially for working
parents, single parents or stay-at-home parents. They have to take time to organize and prepare
lessons, teach, give tests, and plan field trips. Homeschooling is a full-time commitment and to make
sure that the child receives a quality education, parents need to invest time and effort needed.



Cost

In comparison to public schools, where education is free, homeschooling can be costly. Purchasing the
newest curriculum and teaching tools can be very expensive. Parents may choose to use a paid
homeschooling program, such programs may have added benefits, but may increase the cost of the
child’s education. There are also other costs to keep in mind, like project materials, stationery, books,
computer software, and field trips. Parents who choose to home school their children should be
prepared to spend more money than parents who send their children to public schools.

Socialization

Home schooled children may not have as many opportunities to interact with other children in
comparison to children who attend regular schools. Forming bonds and socializing with children their
own age is important for the child’s developmental health and development of social skills. If home
schooled, they may be deprived of the chance to form friendships and may suffer socially. Of course,
they can make friends with other home schooled children, but it is quite different when special effort
has to be made to arrange meetings. The lack of socialization may affect them in later stages of life.

Lack of Facilities

It is quite impossible that a home can be as well-equipped as a regular school in terms of facilities. For
classes that require experiments like physics and chemistry, it can be hard to get all the necessary
chemicals, materials, apparatus, and so on. The home would also lack facilities for sports like
swimming pools, running tracks, gyms, and fields.

Patience

One of the reasons why homeschooling is bad is the fact that parents may lose patience when they
are trying to educate their children. Some parents may be too overbearing or impatient, which may
cause the child to react in a negative manner. It is may be hard for parents to draw the line between
educator and parent in the child’s mind.

Motivation

One of the most glaring negative effects of homeschooling is the matter of motivation. Some children
need to be challenged to excel in their studies. In this sense, they thrive when they are involved in
some competition. Children who are homeschooled would not have this motivation because most of
them are educated separately.

Follow these links to learn more about the homeschooling versus public school debate.

he cons in homeschooling are not that tough to figure either. Let's see the reasons
why homeschooling is bad.

(-) Homeschooling can take up a lot of time of the parent, leading to an acute time
restraint for the parents. Picture a kitchen table filled with books and no cooked
food. The kitchen virtually turns into a study room in this case!



(-) Homeschooling requires one parent to be at home full-time. This could lead to a
financial restraint on the family. The income would reduce, while the expenditure
would, almost, remain the same.

(-) If a child spends most of his/her time at home, he/she would not be able to
participate in team sports. He/she might not be welcomed in public school teams.
Hence, parents have to make arrangements (make their own sports team), so that
their children can participate in games.

(-) Another minus point would be, children studying at home, may not belong to a
friends' circle, because of which they would feel lonely and isolated.

(-) You have to accept that homeschooling is an oddity. As such, in a neighborhood
where most children go to a public school, one home scholar may find it hard to
make friends and might find it very easy getting teased.

(-) Parents cannot deny that they have to be around their kids 24x7. If parents are
not prepared for this, then homeschooling is not an option for them. However, some
parents do feel that spending more time with kids helps in familial growth and
bonding.

(-) Another concern would the amount of noise or disturbance at home. The
constant ringing of the doorbell or cell phone may hamper the concentration of the
child who is trying to study.

Read more at Buzzle: http://www.buzzle.com/articles/homeschooling-vs-public-
school.html

What Are the Disadvantages?

People disagree about how much formal education a person needs to be a good teacher. Not all
parents and homeschool tutors have gone to school to learn to teach or to learn the subject they are
teaching. If a parent is well educated, he or she may understand some subjects really well but others

not as well. For instance, a kid's mom may be great at chemistry but not as good at English.

To be fair, not all schoolteachers are experts in their fields either. And tutors may be used for subjects
the parent isn't skilled in. If a homeschool parent or tutor doesn't know something or can't fully
explain it, the instructor and student can always research the issue together. A local library, university,

community college, or the Internet may have the answers.
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A kid who's homeschooled doesn't have the convenience of school facilities, such as a gymnasium,
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science lab, or art studio. The child may be taught at the kitchen table or at a "school" area in the
home. He or she might do science experiments in the kitchen or go outside to work on an art project.
Some parents who homeschool their kids form groups so their kids can go together to take art classes

and take part in other group learning activities, like field trips.

Effects on social life can be another possible disadvantage for homeschooled kids. All kids need to
have friends and be around other children. Some homeschoolers may feel cut off from kids their age

or feel like they spend too much time with their families.

Parents who homeschool their kids often make efforts to ensure their son or daughter has a social life.
For instance, groups of homeschooled children may get together regularly to learn together or just
socialize. And like any child, they may be on sports teams, in dance classes, or take part in other

activities outside of school.

Disadvantages of Homeschooling

By Karen Hollowell, eHow Contributor
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The number of parents choosing to homeschool their children is growing
rapidly. There are many reasons why, but safety as well as religious concerns
are at the top of the list. Many parents want the freedom to decide what
curriculum their children will study as well as control the environment in
which they learn. However justified, these concerns do not negate the reality
that homeschooling can have long-term effects on children that are not
positive.
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Social Disadvantages of Homeschooling

##0'Why Is Home Schooling Bad?

Narrow Academic Focus

Parents have basically two choices when it comes to selecting a
curriculum. They can sign up with their local school district and use the
curriculum already adopted, or they can choose from the many homeschool
programs that exists. Many of these are faith-based. Parents having religious
concerns generally prefer this type of program. Whatever the curriculum
type, if it is taught by one parent, the focus is inherently narrow. That is, the
parent's viewpoint supersedes any other opinion. For the short-term, this
might be alright. In the long run, students will be at a disadvantage if they go
to college. Having many professors with numerous opinions may be
confusing.

Limited Social Exposure

There are organizations that help homeschooling families have
outside learning experiences like field trips. This does not provide the
amount of social exposure that maturing children need. Parents may not like
the lack of control they have over a school's environment . They also will not
be able to choose who their children associate with at school. However,
children need to have time away from the security of home to learn how to
adjust. They need to learn that situations will arise in which they may not get
their way. Time spent away from immediate family is when they can learn
the art of compromise and getting along. Homeschooling with siblings
provides this to an extent, but not in the same way because brothers and
sister have the same prior experiences. This will not be true of all classmates
at school.
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Poor Preparedness

Most colleges will make provisions for allowing the homeschooled
child to attend their institutions. They may be allowed to take entrance tests
or be admitted based on academic performance and/or SAT/ACT scores.
Getting into college will not be too challenging. But staying and succeeding
may not be as easy. There is the immediate adjustment of living away from
home on a regular basis. Even if they are able to live by themselves,
students will have to live within the college environment with others. This will
be a huge change from the sheltered home school life. Then there is the
academic struggle. Students may have excelled in homeschool studies, but
unless their instructor has been a trained teacher or other highly qualified
lay person, they may not be able to make the structural adjustments
necessary. These include note taking, writing and extensive studying.

Lack of Opportunities

Homeschool students will not have the same access to certain
benefits that their public school counterparts do. Counselors work hard to
find scholarships for which students may be eligible. They are privy to
information on how to secure financial help via sources unknown to most
home school parents. Again, there may be a few exceptions, but most
homeschooled children will miss out on opportunities to go to the best
schools or secure financial and career help through college.

Significance

The disadvantages of homeschooling outweigh any benefits. The
short-term convenience and control that the parents have now will not mean
much compared to the problems their children will face in the future. Being
prepared for adult life, in general, is not easy for anyone. It will prove to be
much more daunting for children who has been sheltered, controlled and
regimented within narrow constraints that do not in any way mirror the real
world.
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Disadvantages of Homeschooling. While most people who take up
homeschooling are sold on it positive outcomes, it is important to consider the
downside to homeschooling. Clearly, there are difficulties and disadvantages
associated with homeschooling. Below are four examples.

First, the responsibility for teaching your child rests solely on you. You cannot
blame anyone else if your child seems to be lagging behind on skills observed in
peers. If your child cannot do the things that are expected from other children of
his age group, you may have difficulty accepting your limitation as a teacher.

Second, a critical part of homeschooling is the time that you have to spend with
your child. To succeed as a homeschooler, you may have to give up some of your
time with friends, non-essential shopping, and certain forms of entertainment
inorder to dedicate additional time to your child. This can become frustrating at
times. You have to learn to take the aggravation with equanimity and wait for the
rewards with patience and enthusiasm.

Third, the parent who serves as a home school teacher, is unlikely to have much
time to pursue an outside career. This means that personal career development, as
well as the family's financial well-being, may be negatively affected. To cope with
financial stress, you may have to learn to live on a more strictly controlled budget.

Fourth, if you are the primary home school teacher in your family, you cannot take
a break when you feel like it. Feelings of guilt will assail you if you neglect studies
just because you are feeling blue. You may also fear that the child will take
advantage of the situation. Even when you have given homework, you have to be
around to give a helping hand. This means that anytime your child is around you,
you are on duty! For some, this may mean working every waking hour. You will
have to be creative to schedule your own opportunities for outside social
interactions.

Are There Social Disadvantages Of Homeschooling?
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Many say there are social disadvantages of homeschooling while others
counter that this is not a problem. This is an important consideration when
looking at the pros and cons of homeschooling.

Examining some factors can help determine what life would be like for you
when homeschooling and if lack of socialization would be a disadvantage of
homeschooling in your household.

Humans, including kids, need the experience of interaction with peers - kids
in the same age bracket - in order to learn how to form relationships and
behave in a manner that demonstrates kindness, respect and equality.

For example - you might take your kids to the grocery store, library, park,
religious meeting place, neighbor's house, field trips - that's great.
Homeschooled kids are consistently praised for communicating well with
adults. However, communicating with peers is different.

When my daughter interacts with older ones, even with the age gap being as
little as 5 or 6 years my daughter is kindly condescended upon - the other
person let's her get away with a lot. When interacting with people around her
own age her metal is tested - she learns how to work as a team member
rather than viewing her peer as the competition.

Of great value are the friendships my daughter has with people a little older
and a lot older than her. But, | have observed the differences from these
relationships to those with her kids her age. Yes, the inexperience of a child
or two or a group of them will lead to foolishness and problems at times but
learning how to interact and get along with them is important.

What about siblings? Having a sibling or many is fabulous - a gift to your kids
that helps a child grow. However, have you ever noticed the difference in
how your child deals with her sibling compared to another child. It's so
natural to take liberties with your brother or sister.

So, having discussed the importance of having regular association with other
kids what kind of opportunities are realistic for your family?

For example, what kind of mobility do you have? Are you in the city or the
country and do you have use of a vehicle during the day? Or, are you
somewhat "stranded" at home?



What kind of motivation do you have as the parent to plan and get out of the
house regularly? Are you willing to plan regular activities that will put your
child in touch with others?

There are many activities you could enroll your child in where they could
form friendships with other children. However, it could become very costly.

So, are there social disadvantages of homeschooling? There could be. But, it
seems there doesn't have to be if you have the right circumstances and you
are diligent in planning and initiating.

You parents who are homeschooling or want to homeschool are moms and
dads who are willing to make sacrifices for your kids because you want what
is best for your kids. That being said you no doubt want to give consideration
to this important aspect of socialization when considering the pros and cons
of homeschooling and whether it will work for you.
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