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PREFACE



The globalized world, run by information technology, is supposedly blurring

geopolitical state borders and erasing ideological boundaries between divergent

cultures. Some decades ago, this process seemed like an unstoppable force making everything more similar and familiar, and everybody more alike. However,

there is no sign of a common culture, world ethos or any cultural relativism on

the horizon. The power of globalisation is making us—each individual, every

community and society as a whole—very afraid for our own identity, which is

the source of many unfortunate occasions manifested in clashes and conflicts.

In the hinterland of the global sphere, in one historical moment, many

universalist strivings and aspirations intertwine and interact; at the same time,

the remains of various old interpretations of the good way of life fight to sustain

themselves while the formulation and constitution of the new understanding of

what a good life means threatens them. It is quite obvious that these features of

the world situation promise ever more conflicts, especially when the economic

component is taken into consideration. We are, therefore, faced with the fundamental dilemma of the third millennium: a clash of civilizations for universal

hegemony, or a final fusion of particular microspheres into one, economized

global macrosphere of humanity?

Two juxtaposed views (or beliefs) lead to a conflict; however, a conflict

means the emergence of a possibility of dialogue—an address stimulates a response, that is to say, communication. This is the place where an ethics of responsibility, founded in an engaged communicativeness, emerges. Nevertheless,

the idyllic perspective on conflict in science, which through a dialogue leads to

new knowledge (thesis—antithesis—synthesis), hardly ever works in the lifeworld circumstances of religion, politics and even love, for these are (over)burdened with ideological prejudices, perceptions and expectations.

The articles collected in this volume of the Symposion Series are each,

in their own way, attempting to delve deeper into one small part of the so-called

reality and shining a beam of light at particular aspects of the conflictive and



troublesome corners of the world. Articles are varied and covering a wide range

of issues—from the fundamental socio-political questions of democracy, social

control, crime, ethnopolitics and religion, to the questions posed by emerging

means of communication and media, and ultimately to the rather metaphysical

issues of identity, ideology and values in their inter-subjective manifestation.

It is my opinion that precisely there, far away from the everyday life,

deep in the metaphysical sphere of Being, one must penetrate in order to discern

at least a bit of the real reality—the one that we read about in fables and tales,

holy scriptures, Hegel and Marx, etc. After all, we hear about it there, where the

political fights for the usurpation of the metaphysical; that is to say, where politics is claiming the Truth of right values, proper morality, exact interpretation of

history, and sensible desires and aims for the future.



Ljubljana, 16th October 2015

Tadej Pirc



Victor Shaw (California State University-Northridge, USA)



CRIME AND SOCIAL CONTROL IN EMERGENT

SOCIETIES: Democracy, Authoritarianism, or Else?



ABSTRACT

This paper examines democracy and authoritarianism as the two forms of government and leadership relate contrastingly to crime, deviance, and social control in emergent societies. Democracy is popular but does not necessarily suit

every emergent nation through different stages of political evolution. Authoritarianism sounds out of fashion but still holds appeal to various old and new

states, organizations, and stakeholders, including some elected officials in established democracies. As far as deviance, crime, and social control are concerned,

democracy keeps government in check on such matters as corruption, abuse of

power, violation of human rights, and use of repressive measures while promoting competition, conflict, and rivalry among individuals and interest groups.

Authoritarianism, on the other hand, focuses a nation on one goal, commits a

country to one agenda, and unifies a state under one ideology, oftentimes to a

degree that deprives common citizens of their basic rights to freedom, property,

and even silence. In the global dynamics of political reform, economic development, and social progress, however, it is fascinating to see how democracy and

authoritarianism impact each other, resulting in new forms of government and

new styles of leadership as well as new varieties of crime or deviance and new

measures of social control around the world.



CONFLICT AND TRANSFORMATION



As widespread as the region itself, a broad variety of governments and leadership

styles exist throughout Asia and the Pacific (Johnson 2014; Case and McCarthy

2015). There are long established democracies, such as Japan, Australia, Canada,

and the United State. There are recently installed democratic forms of

government, including those in Indonesia, the Philippines, South Korea, the former Soviet republics of central Asia, and the island of Taiwan. China and Vietnam are one-party socialist states. North Korea and some small kingdoms in the

Pacific may even qualify as family or tribal-based totalitarian regimes or dictatorships (Durutalo 1992). The style of leadership is even more diverse, crossing

categorical lines between one-party dictatorship and multi-party democracy, socialist state and capitalist government, and traditional kingdom and modern administration. For instance, socialist China practices collective leadership within

its one-party dictatorship whereas capitalist Singapore exhibits traces of patriarchal authoritarianism in its democratic form of government, especially under the

rule of Lee Kuan-Yew (Seow 1990; Lee 2012; Case 2015).



THE PAST

Forms of government and styles of leadership obviously affect societal reactions

to criminality and deviancy. A hereditary dictator can by no means be more tolerant of public rebellion than an elected leader. Forms of government and styles

of leadership both also influence the social conditions in which crime, deviance,

and social problems occur. While democracy tends to leave room for individual

deviation, dictatorship is often found at fault for civil repression.

Democracy derives from the Greek term “demokratia,” meaning “the

common people rule.” As a form of government, democracy has taken various

forms. The oldest and the most original form was Athenian democracy in which

people gathered at one place to directly exercise the power of making decisions

for their own city-state. However, because it is difficult to muster all the people

of a certain territory in one place for the purpose of voting, direct democracy as

it existed in ancient Athens and other small communities rarely expands to larger

political entities. On the level of nation-states and above, an operationally feasible and a historically common mechanism is representative democracy, under

which the people elect government members or representatives to handle political affairs in accordance with the people’s fundamental interests. Representative democracy branches off into two sub-forms. Liberal democracy requires
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that a ruling government be subject to the rule of law whereas illiberal democracy does not place any effective limits on the power of elected officials

during the term of office. As a result, governments elected by a democratic majority range from those that genuinely respect the people and their inviolable

rights, to those that only cater to the interests of special groups, and to those

that openly encroach on the liberty of individuals or minorities (Lijphart 1999;

Birch 2001; Przeworski 2010; Lee 2012; Pettit 2012; Northhouse 2015).

Despite an increasingly positive connotation associated with the term,

there are fundamental problems or paradoxes inherent in democracy and a democratic form of government. The most noticeable is “the tyranny of the majority” in which a government reflecting the majority view may act without regard for the interests of the minority; or a politically active, shrewd, dominant

minority may tyrannize another minority in the name of the majority (De

Tocqueville 2003; Mill 1974). Another unsettling issue with democracy is that it

leads to a so-called plutocracy. Indeed, the cost of election campaigning gives

the rich, a small minority of the voters, a likely insurmountable advantage over

all other population segments in political competitions. Overloading the bureaucracy is yet another drawback related to democracy. With a short-term focus, a

newly elected government may unnecessarily change the law or spew out a flood

of new laws, confusing the populace while causing error, slowdown, and overall

ineffectiveness in law enforcement. Democracy may also merit some blame for

political apathy by the general public, a lack of effective response during

wartime, racial conflict, and ethnic hostility. While democratization in former

Yugoslavia, the Caucasus, and Moldova resulted in ethnic cleansing or civil war,

anti-immigrant populism has always had a following in established democracies

across Asia, Europe, and North America.

The history of democracy is replete with unfortunate occurrences.

Socrates was executed for impiety in ancient Athens, a direct democracy; Great

Britain, a representative democracy, levied taxes on many of its colonies around

the world from the eighteenth century to the nineteenth century; the United

States maintained a system of slavery for decades; and in the 1930s the Weimar

Republic elected the Nazi party to power. On various specific matters, abortion

legislation or antiabortion legislation is passed in accordance with the religious

attitudes of the majority, drug use is declared legal or illegal on the basis of public

acceptance or tolerance, homosexuality is criminalized or accepted consistent

with the sexual mores of the general population, pornography is prohibited in

11
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terms of a so-called community standard of decency, a wealthy minority is discriminatively taxed to the benefit of a democratically run welfare state, and a

poor minority is often repressively cornered into criminality, poverty, or political

disenfranchisement for the sake of an apparently prosperous society.

Authoritarianism, on the other hand, refers to a form of government

where the state demands obedience from citizens through use of restrictive measures of social control. The term also describes individual leaders who seek dominance in their sphere of influence without much concern for building consensus. Just as authoritarian regimes range from absolute monarchies, dictatorships, and totalitarian states to one-party monopolies, authoritarian leaders or

leaderships vary from coldhearted despots or ruthless warlords on the one

extreme to caring familial patriarchs or benevolent tribal headsmen on the other.

While authoritarianism carries a generally negative overtone in political

debates, it has aroused much hope and has achieved some notable success throughout the developing world. A number of economies have witnessed growth

under authoritarian leadership. Malaysia, Singapore, South Korea, and Taiwan,

all in Asia, scored phenomenal economic growth with comprehensive development plans adopted by their authoritarian governments. There then comes an

argument that a developing country can benefit more from developmental

authoritarianism than from parliamentary democracy because the developing

country needs to concentrate all its attention, energy, and limited resources for

a critical take-off from economic poverty and backwardness into development

and social progress. Factional bickering, power struggle, and political indecisiveness typical of democracy only serve to scare off foreign investment, dampen

inner motivation to learn technology and advanced management skills, and

therefore keep a country in helpless paralysis. In Singapore, Lee Kuan Yew practiced his version of developmental authoritarianism not only in various domains

of political economy, but also in a wide range of aspects for social conduct. He

purportedly touted Singapore’s restrictive social conduct laws as “a way to force

civility onto a third-world country.”

Social control indeed remains widespread, strong, and at times repressive even under some soft authoritarian states, such as Singapore, South

Korea, and China. To justify a heavy-handed social control policy, most authoritarian regimes and their leaders say that they know what is right for the people

and their overall welfare and that they do what is necessary for the country and

its long-term interests. Just as a patriarchal household head disciplines his
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children while providing them with foods, shelter, care, and education, an authoritarian government or leader seems to feel no sorrow for the imposition of

harsh measures, such as censorship, curfew, crackdown, and even outright violence, upon ordinary citizens as long as it preserves and protects the country,

the homeland. Although a few developmentally oriented states can cite economic growth and overall social prosperity as their achievement, many authoritarian regimes ultimately find themselves in economic stagnation and poverty. Deviance, crime, and social problems among civilians may hover at a low level amid

repressive control by the regime and a generally low volume of exchange, interaction, and productivity across society. Corruption, abuse of power, and dereliction of duty within the regime and among members of the ruling class,

however, often become rampant. For example, the Philippines did not experience any rapid growth while losing much of its national treasury to the construction of luxury palaces, the collection of exotic items, and the balance of private

bank accounts under the authoritarian rule of Ferdinand Marcos. North Korea

might boast of itself as a haven where people did not worry much about being

criminally victimized on the street under the partly patriarchal and partly totalitarian control of Kim and the Kim family. But ordinary Koreans in the North

seemed to have struggled every day to provide food on the table at their own

homes. Most critically, what other sufferings did North Koreans bear from time

to time when their great then dear Leader acted unilaterally without public consent yet often erratically on the world stage?



THE PRESENT

Democracy is now a catchword for almost every possible category of people,

both the rich and the poor, politicians and non-politicians, or conservative

rightists and liberal leftists. Economically disadvantaged groups favor democracy as it allows them to wander, demonstrate, offend, or suffer in public

streets. People of wealth savor democracy because it renders them opportunity

and legitimacy to manipulate, co-opt, legislate, and rule the masses and public

behavior in political arenas. On the world stage, leaders of established democracies advocate democratic ideas and practices in the hope of becoming some kind

of avant-garde in human progress, while dictators, monarchists, and other

authoritarian heads of state seem also willing to engage in pre-arranged show
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elections and other democratic ploys for the purpose of ensuring the stability

and longevity of their regimes.

Statistically, democratic forms of government correlate positively with

a wide range of socioeconomic indicators (Berggren 1999; Choi 2004; Siegle,

Weinstein, and Halperin 2004; Przeworski 2010; Wolff 2012; Northhouse 2015).

First of all, democratic countries score points lower on the human poverty index

and higher on the per capita gross domestic product as well as on the human

development index than their non-democratic counterparts. Secondly, democratic nations show a higher level of political stability and continuity because

election provides an institutional procedure for shift of government and policies

without violence, coup d’etat, and general social chaos that so commonly accompany political change under authoritarian rule. Thirdly, democratic societies

tend to make more prudent and balanced policies as public consultation and

parliamentary debates invite input from different population segments in a given

time span. Fourthly, a democratic state seems to be able to render a higher level

of happiness for its citizens since it fosters a civil society where people can feel

free to express opinions, prosper, and develop among and for themselves. Even

against the backdrop of escalating racial and ethnic conflicts in various parts of

the world, the increase of democratic states upon the fall of communism has

actually brought about a decline in warfare, including interstate wars, ethnic

wars, and revolutionary wars, as well as in the number of refugees and displaced

people around the globe.

In the immediate area of deviance, crime, and social control, democratic societies experience a lower level of corruption than non-democratic societies

(Lederman, Loayza, and Scares 2005; Cubbage and Brooks 2012; Transparency

International 2013; Jeffery and Kim 2014). Toward its own people, a democratic

government is less likely to commit violence and human rights abuses; and in

the community of nations, it is more willing to resolve disputes or manage differences through peaceful negotiation. Because there exist more safety valves

for social tension, there appears to be a lower likelihood that racial, ethnic, cultural, and religious clashes will balloon into barrages of terrorist attacks under

democratic environments. In fact, despite public rhetoric, research shows that

terrorism is least common in nations with the most political freedom (Powell

2004). There are, of course, causes for caution and concern. At a phenomenal

level, countries in transition to democratic forms of government are witnessing

increased individual freedom, growing private initiative in economic and politi14
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cal arenas, loosened state control, and diversified social regulations. This combinational dynamic is seen to be fueling unlimited personal motivation as well

as ample social opportunity for deviancy and criminality. Even in established

democracies, any initiative, either for a greater or smaller democratic exercise,

can pose new challenges to establishments for social control. For example, a

more democratic form of policing, as it gives offenders more of a legal leeway

to avoid arrest or prosecution, often inadvertently motivates people to deviate

from social norms and commit crimes.

On the other hand, in societies under a non-democratic form of government or with an authoritarian leadership, it is common to see patriarchal

tradition, media censorship, civilian surveillance, tough laws, and even unusual

punishments in place for the sheer purpose of social control. While authoritarian

practices in some countries serve as deterrence to deviance and crimes, they

spawn systematic human rights abuses and chronic civil liberties violations, a

common form of crime by government against citizenry, in many others. Across

Asia and the Pacific, Human Rights Watch (HRW) reports incidents ranging

from disturbing to grave in association with authoritarianism, authoritarian government in particular, in various countries each year. In 2005, documented

records by HRW include persecution of the Ahmadiyya community in Bangladesh, restrictions on AIDS activists in China, exploitation of child domestic

workers in Indonesia, abuse of Internal Security Act detainees in Malaysia, disappearances of individuals arrested by security forces in Nepal, police beatings,

rape, and torture of children in Papua New Guinea, and mistreatment of migrant

domestic workers in Singapore. Moreover, authoritarianism often leads to civil

disobedience, public riots, and social rebellion in such forms as terrorism and

guerrilla warfare. The connection has been proved by one country after another

in Latin America, South and Southeast Asia, and the Middle East, especially

those caught between Western-style democracy in form and native, patriarchal,

or Eastern authoritarianism in content (Lozada 2005).

An interesting observation, an exception perhaps, is that countries with

a non-democratic form of government may have an indecisive leadership process or style, providing structural loopholes for deviance and criminality by individual opportunists. In China, for instance, collective leadership and mass participation within the communist party’s one-party framework not only hamper

general political decision-making processes, but also hamstring social reactions

to deviance and crime. Corporate and bureaucratic crimes take place frequently

within a supposedly tightly controlled system. Many crimes of opportunity go
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undetected and untreated at the expense of victims and to the general harm of

the state.

Finally, from a cross-border point of view, the contrast between democracy and authoritarianism among governments around the world provides

motivation for migration of people, transfer of wealth, and exchange of information. It is widely known that some dictators send their children, relatives, and

confidants to study and live in established democracies while ruling their country

with an iron hand; some authoritarian business executives vacation in luxury

resorts afforded by market economies while extracting pennies from their poor

employees; some dogmatic intellectuals draw financial and intellectual support

from the free media and from scholarships given in the West while defending

control and authoritarian practices in their home society. Now on a grand scale,

prostitutes leave traditionally patriarchal communities to practice in open, bustling metropolises; drug users enter free societies to continue a nonproductive

habit; former social perverts engage in declared conversion to religiosity, manhood or womanhood, or citizenship in pursuit of the opportunity to follow their

favored lifestyle; and even out-and-out criminals can move from one country to

another to avoid prosecution or to face lesser punishment. Indeed, the coexistence of democracy and authoritarianism not only provides opportunities

for normative deviation and criminal undertaking, but also creates pressures for

law enforcement and social control on both sides of the political divide.



THE FUTURE

In spite of its growing popularity, democracy is not necessarily bound to become

a universal model for government or other institutions in tomorrow’s world.

Similarly, authoritarianism will not disappear completely because it is out of

fashion or trend. Even by a time when all governments in the community of

nations adopt democracy in form, authoritarian leaders and leaderships will still

find their way in both the making of substantive policies and the conducting of

political affairs. Most important, humans are forever imaginative, innovative,

and creative. Human civilizations are forever dynamic, evolving, and progressive. Besides democracy and authoritarianism, there will be many alternatives

emerging for human organization, social institution, and political process. For

example, voting over the internet not only raises the prospect of direct rather
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than representative democracy, but also points to the possibility of diversified

versus centralized decision-making in the future.

In justice, a fundamental issue facing democracy is how it determines

what is right by way of logic, according to established laws or principles, or in

an absolutist sense (Przeworski 2010; Beckett and Herbert 2011; Jeffrey and

Kim 2014; Kappeler and Gaines 2015). As it stands now, democracy essentially

makes few assumptions about what should be or ought to be in terms of conscience, morality, historical tradition, or social convention. It remains open and

ready to accept largely what is to emerge amid competition by various social

elements and forces. It often follows whoever or whatever prevails out of competition even when the prevailing side or party is principally wrong. The matter

of illegal immigration in the United States serves as an illustrative example. Many

immigrants entered the country illegally. Once in the country, they seek

employment, drive on public roads, use social services, and benefit from welfare

programs, all against the terms of the law. However, when illegal immigrants

stay long enough and their numbers grow large enough, they can go out to the

streets or onto the political stage and demand amnesty, residency, protection,

and citizenship. In front of a huge protesting crowd of illegal immigrants,

mainstream society frequently yields, as do political parties and their leaders

(Bernstein 2006).

For democracy to sustain and thrive, there obviously need to be some

mechanisms in place to overcome excessive relativism concerning conscience,

law, and morality. The need is especially evident where the balance between the

majority and the minority changes constantly and neither major party seems to

have a settled set of beliefs, norms, and values. Even in established democracies,

much work remains to be done before justice can be equitably delivered without

weight unwarrantedly given to loud yet undeserving trumpeters. On the matter

of law enforcement, there is also a great deal of work ahead to minimize discriminatory practices that so often exist. In other words, neither the majority

nor the minority should bear more surveillance or punishment because they are

more noticeable. For instance, use of obscenities on ethnic broadcasting networks should be monitored and penalized just as it is in the mainstream media

under promulgated laws or regulations.

Authoritarianism, in contrast, needs to address the issue of what is

wrong if it is to keep a place for itself in a more open and informed world. It

becomes increasingly difficult for any diehard authoritarians, such as monarchists, despots, and warlords, who cannot see anything wrong in their rule, to
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continue their old ways to foster their own sense of security. For authoritarian

leaders, facing what is wrong is to admit limits and exercise restraint while using

the power inherent in their authority. Patriarchal authoritarians tend to claim

that they work in the best interest of their subordinates. If they do so, they need

to know that they can err in their determination of a subordinate’s best interest,

that they can be wrong in striving for certain goals, and that they can be at fault

in their disciplining of wayward subordinates. For instance, just as standardized

education does not suit every child of any household, economic modernization

is not a universal answer to the problems of every community under a developmentally authoritarian government.

Similarly, leaders in favor of an authoritarian style in an essentially democratic form of government tend to bet on the political capital they assume

they have won from an election. If indeed they do have legitimacy to pursue a

particular agenda, they still must understand that they expose a nation to danger

when they declare war without universal support, that they take a country to

bankruptcy when they engage in drastic measures without open consultation,

and that they poison public morale when they pursue overly partisan, sectarian,

and otherwise divisive policies. Throughout Asia and the Pacific, there are no

lack of negative precedents when authoritarianism gains currency in either democratic or non-democratic political contexts. The United States, for example,

must keep itself fully aware of what can go wrong with its democratic form of

government to avoid a repetition of history: being stuck in an unpopular war,

being driven into a deep deficit, and being caught in various controversial policies or practices, such as eavesdropping against its own citizens without warrant

and imprisonment of foreign suspects without trial.

Between democracy and authoritarianism, there will be far more mutual penetration and joint fusion of specific elements and forces besides the general interface of either democratic leaders pursuing an authoritarian style or

authoritarian regimes seeking democratic legitimization. In the field of deviance,

crime, and social control, while people are inclined to follow their authoritarian

government to implement control and intolerance in every other sphere of life,

they may take special efforts to foster, protect, and cherish some democratic

practices against a generally authoritarian backdrop. Likewise, while institutions,

businesses tend to model after their democratic state to collect input, resolve

differences, and manage business affairs, they may use an often taken-for-granted democratic context to smuggle, justify, and cover various authoritarian practices. China is a non-democratic country. But it is only in China where power
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lies in a collective political bureau rather than a single-person presidency. Singapore is a democratic nation. But it is only in Singapore where caning juveniles

for delinquent behavior, prohibiting chewing gums and drinking cokes in public

places, and implementing other old-fashioned measures of social control are realities. Although some of its practices have drawn criticisms from human rights

groups around the world, at times even prompted diplomatic interventions from

foreign dignitaries, Singapore demonstrates that some Eastern forms of social

control and patriarchal practices can go hand in hand with Western styles of

democracy and development. In fact, with China, Vietnam, and other economies

growing under developmental authoritarianism, Singapore’s recipe of combinations may become a trend for social control in the future, especially across

Asia and the Pacific.

Overall, democracy and authoritarianism are two contrasting forms of government and leadership in the world of power and politics. Democracy is popular but does not necessarily suit every nation through different stages of political evolution. Authoritarianism sounds out of fashion but still holds appeal to

various states, organizations, and stakeholders, including some elected officials

in democratic environments. As far as deviance, crime, and social control are

concerned, democracy keeps government in check on such matters as corruption, abuse of power, violation of human rights, and use of repressive measures while promoting competition, conflict, and rivalry among individuals and

interest groups. Authoritarianism, on the other hand, focuses a nation on one

goal, commits a country to one agenda, and unifies a state under one ideology,

often to a degree that deprives common citizens of their basic rights to freedom,

property, and even silence. In the global dynamics of political reform, economic

development, and social progress, however, it is fascinating to see how democracy and authoritarianism impact each other, resulting in new forms of government and new styles of leadership as well as new varieties of crime or

deviance and new measures of social control around the world.
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ABSTRACT

The process of decolonisation in Southeast Asia, which began after the end of

World War II, did by no means mean the end of Western presence in the region.

The relations between the former colonisers and the colonised countries started

to develop on a different plane, but the postcolonial states had to deal somehow

with their colonial legacy. Singapore also tried to find its place in the ‘new reality’

and to deal with its national and international identity. The aim of the paper is

to present the relations between Singapore and Western countries, with special

attention to the development of Singapore’s national and international identity

from the postcolonial perspective. The argument of this paper is that the Singaporean identity might be described as dual identity: anti-Western in the rhetoric and pro-Western in the practice.
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Introduction

The process of decolonisation in Southeast Asia, which began after the end of

World War II, did by no means mean the end of Western presence in the region.

The colonial system was replaced by programmes of development and economic

assistance, as well as transfers of science and technology. The relations between

the former colonisers and the colonised countries started to develop on a different plane, but it should be noted that the postcolonial states had to deal somehow with their colonial legacy. Singapore also tried to find its place in the ‘new

reality’ and to deal with its national and international identity.

Singapore is one of the most powerful countries in the world, one of

the most developed economies as well as one of the most important players in

the East Asian region. The studies that analyze the Singaporean policy focus

mainly on the two aspects of its presence in international relations – the development model of the country and its approach to political liberalism (see Chong

2010; Huff 1994, Schein 1997; Trocki 2006; Tamney 1995, Sandhu and Wheatley

2000). Issues concerning national affairs of Singapore are well analyzed in the

literature (Chua 1995; Hill and Lian 1995; Kong and Yeoh 2003; Mutalib 2004;

Mauzy 2002). However, there is no many numerous studies on foreign policy

and international activity of the Singaporean state. In the last several years, only

a few monograph analyzing international activity of Singapore have been published (Singh 1999; Leifer 2006; Acharya 2007; Ganesan 2006). Due to the small

number of analysis, this article focuses on the identity and values in the foreign

policy of Singapore.

The aim of the paper is to present the perception and relations between

Singapore and Western countries with focus on the development of Singapore’s

national and international identity from the postcolonial perspective. The argument is that the Singaporean identity might be described as dual identity: antiWestern in the rhetoric and pro-Western in the practice. The paper is divided

into four parts. The first part describes the postcolonial framework applied to

analyze identity and policy of Singapore and ‘Asian values’ concept, the second

focuses on the national and international identity of the state. The last two parts

present vision and aims of the foreign policy of Singapore and the overview of

relations between Singapore and Western countries (the United States and

European Union).
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1. Postcolonialism and ‘Asian values’ concept

Since 1978 when Edward Said published his most famous book ‘Orientalism’

the discussion about the significance of postcolonialism in social science has

begun. Said’s arguments remain valid today. The researcher concluded that

Western science has contributed to the colonial domination over the rest of the

world. As he put (Said 1978, 2–3):

Orientalism is a style of thought based upon an ontological and epistemological

distinction made between “the Orient” and (most of the time) “the Occident.”

Thus a very large mass of writers, among whom are poets, novelists, philosophers, political theorists, economists, and imperial administrators, have accepted the basic distinction between East and West as the starting point for

elaborate theories, epics, novels, social descriptions, and political accounts concerning the Orient, its people, customs, “mind”, destiny, and so on.



The distinction is made by applying the dichotomy good-bad, progressive-backward, developed-underdeveloped. In this sense Orientalism is a Western way to

dominate, restructure and maintain power over the countries of the Orient. This

is why the issue of representation is to important in politics. According to some

researchers, Eurocentric theories of international relations do not recognize the

problem of representation, neither as an issue, nor as something important (cf.

Bógdał-Brzezińska 2012, 44–64). This is due to the fact that the language they

use, aspires to universality, it allows the universalist and paternalistic treatment

of others, as well as speaking out on their behalf. For countries, which for years

have been subordinated to other countries, the issue of representation is one of

the most significant in the state development and activity in international relations. By using this category – representation, the imagination and perception of

others are shaped (Chowdry and Nair 2002; Gawrycki and Szeptycki 2011, 74–

75; Kapoor 2008).

Said’s works, but also other postcolonial researchers, was inspiration

to redefine the term of ‘occidentalism’ – which might be understood as a stereotypical view of the Western world, but also ideology and perception ‘constructed’ by non-Europeans. It causes the misperception of the West and its

culture and values. Some of the scholars argue that the rejection of western ideas

– human rights, liberal democracy – is only in the rhetoric, in the discourse of

those who criticize the West. In practice, however, these countries have been

using the same instruments as the West to maintain the distance between the

25



CONFLICT AND TRANSFORMATION



two worlds. If we look at the supremacy of nation state, or institutional arrangements of political systems, it might be seen they are not local, indigenous, traditional, but Western. They are just framed differently (Buruma and Margalit 1992;

Carrier 1995). On that basis the discussion about the identity and culture of

some of East Asian countries might be analyzed.

It is indicated that ‘Asian society’ is concentrated more on social welfare understood in terms of collectivism rather than individualistic freedoms, as

in the case of the Western societies (cf. Kim 2007, 57–84). At the root of this

assumption is Confucian tradition – which draws attention to the understanding

the unit is connected to the rest – well-being of families and communities suffer

if a person acts only in its interest. It is added that what is natural for foreigners

is unnatural for Asian (Bauer and Bell 1999).

Adherents of ‘Asian democracy’ argue that in communitarian tradition

the strong place is taken by the government – which is seen as a threat in the

Western societies. Patron-client relations, which are characteristic for East Asia,

are shaped by the network of dependences, loyalty, mutual obligations and rights

(Scott 1972a, 91–113; Scott 1972b, 5–37). People trust in the government and

political authority, from free election or not, is respected and the hierarchy in

maintained (Adams 2006, 95–114).

The distinctiveness of East Asian political and development model was

pronounced by many leaders – the strongest opinion was expressed by the former and first Prime Minister of Singapore Lee Kuan Yew, who was a strong

politician and called the father of Singaporean success. He was also a supporter

of ‘Asian democracy’ and ‘Asian values’ concept. The politician repeatedly drew

attention to the dangers of Westernization and Americanization and the advantages of an Asian-style economic and social development (Ang 2013).

The advantages of Asian culture – in the opinion of Lee Kuan Yew –

were discipline, loyalty and commitment to family values. This was contrasted

with the immorality of the West. Advocates of ‘Asian values’ emphasize the importance of social order and political stability – both are more important than

individual rights and democracy. In this context, Confucianism is seen as a more

conducive to economic development. Supporters of the Asian development

model stress the priority of the social group as individualism is seen as a threat

(Chan 1993, 1–26).

Lee Kuan Yew, argued that civil rights and political freedoms – which

are fundamental for democracy – are luxury and only developed country can
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afford a luxury. For developing countries what is more important is the system

that would provide the development and make a state stable and strong.

The concept of ‘Asian values’ has been legitimized by the research conducted by the David Hitchock. The researcher conducted the study in the beginning of the nineties of the 20th century and published the findings in the book:

Asian Values and the United States: how much conflict? (Hitchock 1994). The scholar

compared American and East Asian culture. The conclusion was that American

and East Asian cultures are different – the most important is the difference between individualism and collectivism.

The discussion about the „Asian values” was concentrated on: 1. indicating the „Asian values” are as much useful and important as western values;

2. there is no possibility to confirm universality of any values; 3. modernization

and development might be promoted but it does not mean democracy will be

applied and it does not lead to democracy (Zajączkowski 2013, 214). ‘Asian values’ concept was used by political leaders to oppose the Western presence and

dominance in the region. The debate after the end of the Cold War was an effect

of Western pressure to democratize in different way than non-European states

preferred.

‘Asian values’ are based on the assumptions: 1. human rights are not

universal, the concept cannot be globalized and is developing in a different way

– it all depends on historical, social and economic circumstances; 2. East Asian

societies prefer collectivism; 3. East Asian societies prefer social and economic

rights over the political rights and civil freedom (Hoon 2004, 155).

The concept of ‘Asian values’ underlines there is a difference between

West and East. Idea of ‘Asian values’ is characterized by anti-western narration.

What is the most important in this discussion is the statement that liberal democracy is a Western democracy as it is a part of the Western culture. The action

taken by the Western countries, which are described as a cultural imperialism,

are just the attempts to impose the political system – liberal democracy (Inoue

1999, 30–31).



2. Singaporean identity and values

The process of shaping the nation and its identity includes the sphere of economic, ideological as well as political. Economic strength of Singapore was an

argument to pursue a vision of development and politics presented by the first
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Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew. The hegemony of People’s Action Party (PAP)

has helped to control almost every aspect of social development and changes in

the country – from press, education to social organizations (Acharya 2008, 22–

23).

One of the elements shaping the Singaporean identity is criticism of

Western liberal democracy. For example, in 1997 Prime Minister Goh Chok

Tong stressed the fact that PAP has won all elections is an evidence there is no

need of implementing Western or liberal rules in the country (Leifer 2000, 21).

What is important for politician, the country has adopted English as one of the

official languages, therefore it is more vulnerable to the process of Westernization, which undermines Asian heritage and culture as well as identity. Perhaps

that is why dichotomy ‘Western-Asian values’ has become increasingly emphasized, although it should be noted that some of ‘Western values’ are accepted in

Singapore. In 1988, the government decided to establish a committee that aimed

to work on the development of national ideology (Leifer 2000, 32).

In 1988, Goh Chok Tong outlined the idea of formulating national

ideology, which aim was to protect communitarianism in Singapore. In January

1989, President Wee Kim Wee confirmed the need to shape national values

(Chong 2010, 445-446). On the basis of the discussion that took place after that

speech, the Parliament adopted in 1992 the White Paper on Shared Values, which

identified five core values of Singapore (Shared ... 1991, 10): 1. nation before

community and society above self; 2. family as the basic unit of society; 3. regard

and community support for the individual; 4. consensus instead of contention;

5. racial and religious harmony.

One of the interesting issues is the difficulty of description ideology in

the process of its institutionalization. Although the declared commitment to the

Asian tradition, Singapore cannot appeal to the mythical story that every citizen

would share, as in the case of for example Indonesian ideology of Pancasila. Due

to the reluctance to institutionalize the ideology of ‘shared values’ there is no

constitutional or legal arrangements. Therefore, the White Paper is rather a symbol of a new beginning, but it still lacks the legal nature. It does not mean, however, that the Singaporean values do not have the institutional or ideological

significance. As a publicly promoted and politically sanctioned document it may

be used by the government and politicians (Chua 1995, 33).

The philosophy and practice of PAP, Singaporean hegemonic political

party, might be seen by contrasting Western and Confucian ideas. The liberal
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idea of a state, which is controlled by the civil society is perceived as unfavourable for Singapore and for this reason, political liberalism is rejected. In contrast,

the relationship between the government and society is defined by the mutual

rights and obligations. The leader has a duty to ensure the welfare of the society

and in return is respected by the society. The communitarian values are significant as they emphasize the importance of social welfare. It indicates that moral

and political order guarantee harmony. However, it is not a relationship in which

both sides are equal, as there is clearly a hierarchical structure (Chua 1995, 35–

36). For political analysis this difference is essential. One of the functions of the

national ideology is to maintain unity among the dominant group, which itself

provides a framework for this concept. It means that the group itself is subject

to ideologies. It even seems that if the government failed to ‘confusianise’ the

society, it succeeded in ‘confusianise’ itself, which is reflected in such statements

such as ‘Lee Kuan Yew a modern Confucius’ (Chua 1995, 36).

Politics of multiethnicity implemented in Singapore aimed at maintaining stability of the state on the basis of ‘Asian values’. The emphasis on communitarianism over individualism - as argued by the Prime Minister Goh Chok

Tong - was needed even to maintain the competitiveness of the state. As it was

declared, communitarianism had its roots in Confucian culture and was part of

the core values of countries that have achieved economic success. Singaporean

politicians studied the case of Indonesia and Malaysia to learn how to develop a

multiethnic state, which is ‘Asian’, not ‘Western’. ‘Shared values’ are important

in promoting and shaping the culture, what might be used to limit and oppose

the influence of the West (Hill and Lian 1995, 212).

The goal of promoting democratic institutions and values in the nonWestern world is much more difficult than the optimists assumed after the collapse of the Soviet Union. Ethnic wars, poverty, degradation of environment,

corruption - to name just some of the problems affecting developing countries,

pose obstacles to the successful establishment and consolidation of democratic

political institutions. For adherents of universality of democracy it is hard to

accept that undemocratic regimes in modern societies of East Asia may ensure

social peace, economic success and political stability (Bell 1997, 6).

Lee Kuan Yew and other representatives of the Singapore authorities

argue that the restrictions on democratic freedoms are necessary to maintain the

tradition of Singapore. As Lee Kuan Yew said Singaporeans have “little doubt

that a society with communitarian values where the interests of society take precedence over that of the individual suits them better than the individualism of
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America”. Americans may prefer a more democratic and less communalism,

while Singaporeans prefer less democracy and more communalism’ (Bell 1997,

7).

Cultural exceptionalism has been used as an argument in the debate

that democracy and liberal democracy is only Western not universal idea and

concept. Criticism of political regimes, which cannot be described as democratic

is an attempt to impose the Western culture and maintain Western dominance

in the world. Is should be noted, however, there is no evidence that culture

might have profound influence in this respect and so the argument of cultural

exceptionalism is used to maintain current political regime rather than to protect

nation from Western dominance.



3. Singapore’s foreign policy

After becoming independent state in 1965 Singapore due to the difficult political

and economic situation adopted the strategy of ‘positive neutrality’. This meant

adopting such policies that will prevent from “any competition, or conflict between the power blocs,” but where the “survival, security, or prosperity” of “an

independent, democratic, non-communist Singapore (including Malaysia) is

threatened she cannot be neutral” (Lee 1982, 528).

Due to the size and population potential, but also the Singapore's rapid

economic development, Singaporean policy is often characterized as ‘survival

strategy’. For Singapore, which gained the independence in 1965, the issue of

security was the most important (Chan 1971). Economically, Singapore is associated with the concept of a ‘Global City’, the term used by the Foreign Minister

Sinnatham Rajaratnam in 1972 (Rajaratnam 1972). The adoption of such policy

resulted from the need to ensure the viability of the state. To accomplish this, it

was decided to create a strategy - the relationships in the rapidly evolving international economy (Lee 1982, 526).

Singapore's foreign minister (1980–1988) Suppiah Dhanabalan identified four basic characteristics of the foreign policy of Singapore: 1. maintaining

contacts with any country that will express the will to cooperate; 2. maintaining

economic relations in any situation, if it brings benefits; 3. to be neutral in the

rivalry between the blocks; 4. to develop relations with ASEAN countries what

would strengthen the importance of the region in international relations (Singapore...2008, 93). In the following years, the concept of foreign policy was
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changed. The ideological element was not mention so often. The politicians focused on pragmatism in international relations rather than on ideology (Lee

1982, 528).

Small states differently than the bigger political players perceive their

role in international relations or national security. Most of the small states, including Singapore, are concerned that they might be incorporated and their

safety is always at risk. Not due to a resources or power of the state, but to a

small territory, thus the small population potential. It is often stressed that Singapore is an active state in international relations, and this is not a typical feature

of a small state (Simpson 2006; Chong and Maass 2010).

Tommy Koh, Singaporean diplomat stated that ‘the norm is for small

states to be reactive rather than proactive – to be the subject of the actions of

the big states instead of being the actors and to accept their fate as small states.

Singapore has defied the norm by being a proactive state” (Koh 2013, 186).

According to the politician feature of Singapore's foreign policy is to defend the

interests of the state. This is important because small states are struggling with

forcing initiatives and decision-making in the face of stronger countries (Koh

2013, 87). Another characteristic is a policy commitment and respect for international law. Singaporean politicians most often choose the realistic understanding of international relations. Most of the works that analyze the Singaporean

politics suggest that realism is the most comprehensive theory that explains politics (Acharya 2010, 108–109).

Tommy Koh (2013, 189) believes, however, that this is not realism, but

pragmatism which better describes the shape of politics in Singapore:

Singapore’s ideology is actually not realism, but pragmatism. Our adherence to

international law is based upon utility and not morality. Small states are better

off in a world ruled by law than in a lawless world. Small states benefit from w

world order in which interactions between states are based upon international

law and not power. It levels the playing field. It holds all states accountable by

the same rules. This is also the reason why Singapore is a strong believer in

referring disputes, which cannot be resolved by negotiations, to international

modalities of dispute settlement, such as conciliation, mediation, arbitration

and adjudication. Small states have a better chance of winning a dispute with a

bigger state in a court of law than in a contest of strength.



The basic principles of the foreign policy of Singapore is the belief that due to

the size and geographical location the state has been limited in international

31



CONFLICT AND TRANSFORMATION



arena thus aware of its place in international relations. Singapore avoids becoming of an ally of any country if it could change or become a threat to the regional

balance. Goh Chok Tok described this philosophy as ‘a unique survival strategy

of a unique state’. The basis is the belief that the best solution is to maintain the

status quo. This strategy, however, has not been applied into economic relations,

as Singapore cooperates in every field if it contributes to the state development

(Dybczyński 2011, 473).



4. Relations with the West

The most important partners for Singapore are the United States and the European Union. The U.S. recognized Singaporean independence in 1965. In the

next year the formal diplomatic relations were established. The region requires

the presence of the United States to balance the influence of other international

powers. Even though the United States has the conditions to be hegemonic

partner in shaping international relations, the perception of this country is not

as negative as American presence and politics do not threaten to Singaporean

national interests. During the Cold War Singapore worked closely with the

United States, because it could provide the protection against communism. Singapore supported the presence of American troops in Vietnam (Leifer 2000,

100–105).

Both countries cooperate in economic, political, and security issues.

Singapore has supported U.S. presence in the East Asian region and its regional

cooperation. The United States and Singapore signed a bilateral free trade agreement, which entered into force in 2004. Since that year bilateral trade has increased. Both countries participate in the Trans-Pacific Partnership negotiations.

The United States is Singapore's largest foreign investor and therefore one of

the most significant partners. The two countries cooperate also in the fields of

security, culture, social development. In 2012, the United States and Singapore

held the first meeting of their Strategic Partnership Dialogue.

Due to the fact that Singapore is dependent on exports quite significantly, trade and economic issues are a priority. The United States is one of the

most important economic partners. The FTA was the first free trade agreement

that the U.S. signed with an Asian country. Military relations have also improved.

In 2005 Singapore and the United States signed a bilateral agreement concerning
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security and defence. It was the first agreement the United States signed with a

non-ally after the end of the Cold War (Chanlett-Avery 2013, 3–4).

The U.S. is present in the region and important country which balances

the influence of China in Asia. After the end of Cold War the relations between

Singapore and the United States might be worsen on the basis of the political

issues - human rights and democratization. Due to the fact that the United States

plays an important role in the region, these issues are not a priority.

The EU and Singapore have had a good relations. The cooperation was

strengthened in 1980 when the agreement between the EU and Association of

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) was signed. Cooperation was further

strengthened, when after the twenty two years in 2002, the EU opened its delegation to Singapore. The cooperation between Singapore and the EU includes

fields of trade, technology, social development, cultural exchange and education.

In 2008 the EU Centre was opened in Singapore. It aims at further development

of relations between the two partners and to improve knowledge about the European Union in Singapore. In 2014 both partners completed the negotiations

on free trade agreement.

Apart from the relation with the United States and the European

Union, Singapore is committed to, among others, in many peacekeeping missions organized by the United Nations (UN). Singaporean greater involvement

in international affairs can also be seen due to the establishment of the Singapore

International Foundation in August 1991. The aim of this institution is to ‘play

a more dynamic and responsible role in the international arena’. Although the

main task of the SIF is maintaining contacts with Singaporeans abroad, it is also

responsible for the development of Singapore’s peacekeeping force and to be

able to offer humanitarian aid to the least developed countries. Increased activity

is also reflected in the stronger ability to offer technical assistance (mainly in

terms of human resources) to other countries (including China), which is based

on the successes of Singapore. During the last decade, about 21 500 foreign

participants from over 87 countries received technical support and training under various contracts, including with the help of the UN and other organizations:

ASEAN and the Colombo Plan. Singapore has also initiated a program of cooperation with other countries, such as Japan, to conduct technical training for

developing countries in Asia and Africa (Acharya 2007, 28–29).

As it might be already concluded cooperation and trade is more important than culture and ideology. The anti-Western narration remains only narration and in practice two sides cooperate and share strong ties. Undemocratic
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regimes, which Singapore is, is not an obstacle in strengthening the ties between

the countries, although Western countries promote human rights and democratic values. There is one exception of an organization which includes a democracy as one of the essential elements of cooperation – the Organization for

Economic Co-operation and Development. Singapore is not a member of the

organisation as it is not a democracy.



Conclusion

The debate on ‘Asian values’ was an attempt not only to shape the national and

international identity by using the dichotomy between East and West. It was

primarily a way to implement a policy that opposes domination of the Western

world. The culture, values and ‘Asian identity’ are another field of political competition. Discussion on ‘Asian values’ highlights the cultural uniqueness of East

Asia, which is based on the dual perception – East as Orient, West as Occident.

The duality helps supporters of ‘Asian values’ to use the argument of cultural

imperialism and cultural relativism. This approach, however, is Eurocentric as it

uses the concept, ideas and definitions created by the West. If Orientalism describes not true image if the East, than ‘Asian values’ aims at the same – it is to

diverse East and West and shape different identities.

The aim of the paper was to present the relations between Singapore

and Western countries, with special attention to the development of Singapore’s

national and international identity from the postcolonial perspective. The

argument is that the Singapore’s identity might be described as dual identity:

anti-Western in the rhetoric and pro-Western in the practice. Singaporean

national ideology and values is shaped by the politicians by stressing the

difference between ‘Asian’ and ‘Western’ values and culture. Anti-western

narration does not influence a relations in practice and Singaporean foreign

policy aims at maintain good relations with Western countries and international

organizations.
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ABSTRACT

The character of nation-bulding processes in Central and Eastern Europe formed international environment and political realia. In this part of Europe the

formation of nationas from 19th to 21st century is different from the one in

Western Europe. It was impossible to keep former political communities:

Polish, Hungarian, German, Russsian ones and the communities started to

struggle. During the political struggle the new space for new ethnic-cultural nation occurred. Political communities evolved into the communities joined by

ethnos, religion, culture and language. The main outcome was the determining

of concentration and political polarization by the effects of the nation-bulding

processes. The political resources and the means were measured throught

ethnic, cultural and religious factors. The state became the institution ruled by

the nation that strived for subjectivisation against superstates. Material and

symbolic bases were formed. Frontiers emerged. Frontiers started to be the

lands of a special status, ethnicisation of religion and land occurred. There was

the redefionition of the categories of an ally and an enemy.



CONFLICT AND TRANSFORMATION



1. Features of the Nation-Building Process in Central-Eastern Europe

The paper focuses on the nation-building process analyzed based on criteria

specific to political-science research and seen from the perspective of its dynamics, causative factors and effects both for the international environment and

for political reality in particular countries. In spatial terms, two regions were

studied: Central and Eastern Europe. The two were distinguished using the

geopolitical criterion of the East-West and North-South axes. Central Europe is

the area between the dense Russian settlement in the East and German settlement in the West, and set by the Baltic in the North and the Mediterranean in

the South. It thus covers the Balkan and Caucasian areas, excluding Scandinavian territories and those inhabited by German-speaking population while

Eastern Europe’s western boundaries, and thereby the borderline between the

Continent’s Central European part, were determined by the borderline of Russian settlement1.

At the turn of the 18th century the nation-building process began in

Europe, which covered both cultures within Christianity: 1) Western, Latin, and

Roman Catholic; 2) Eastern, Greek, Orthodox 2. Regularities of the nation-building mechanism were upset in Central-Eastern Europe in the 17th and 18th

centuries. The region started to gain its special character, distinguishing it from

the Continent’s western part, which largely stemmed from the clash of two

trends. On one hand, the national Enlightenment ideas reached Central-Eastern

Europe from outside during the Napoleonic era, brought by the victories of

Napoleon Bonaparte, on the other hand, autonomous nation-building processes

were strengthened, resulting from activities of Polish, Hungarian and Greek social elites inspired by their own experience and ideological achievements.

At the turn of the 19th century in Western Europe, nations became

political communities by nationalizing the plebeian (=lower class) class, while in



See. A. Czarnocki, Europa Środkowa. Europa Środkowowschodnia: Geopolityczne a historyczno-kulturowe

rozumienia pojęć, “Annales Universytattis Mariae Curie-Skłodowska”, Sectio K: Politologia, 1994, vol.

1, 23-35; A. Podraza, Europa Środkowa: Zakres przestrzenny i historia regionu, “Prace Komisji

Środkowoeuropejskiej” 1993, 1, 23-33; R. Zenderowski, Europa Środkowa jako „ucieczka przed

Wschodem” czy „pomost” między Wschodem i Zachodem?, [in:] Europa Środkowa: wspólnota czy zbiorowość?, ed.

R. Zenderowski, Wrocław–Warszawa–Kraków 2004, 36-48; P. Mazurkiewicz, Oddychać dwoma

płucami: Tożsamość Europy Środkowej, [in:] Europa Środkowa: wspólnota czy zbiorowość?...., 70-92.
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Central-Eastern Europe inhabitants had a choice: either nations would be created around political identity or the basic constitutive bond would be ethnic-cultural factors. The choice became sharply visible before WW1 when the two tendencies competed in the thinking of political elites. The emerging parties and

political movements made choices, giving precedence either to political and state

factors or to ethnic-cultural ties. The resultant choice was the consequence of

confronting the postulated Enlightenment model of nation with the political

reality in the region. Consequently, in Central Europe two 19th-century nationbuilding processes clashed in different geographical areas.

1. In the territories that used to be the First Commonwealth (Republic)

of Poland the theory of one nation consisting of two constituents: Lithuanian

and Polish was developed. All Polish national uprisings were based on the conviction that the Commonwealth inhabitants constituted national unity. The

consolidating factor was history, tradition, the model of public space organization, and the myth of great Commonwealth and “golden era”. A counterbalance

to the Polish national project was aspirations of the Russian Empire rulers to

realize the idea of Russianness (russkost’), or to build a civilization community

around the Orthodox Church and culture, the power and role of historical

Moscow, and the model of power and public-private relationship3. One of the

fundamental constituents of russkost’ was the state’s striving to mold the Russian

political nation – rossiyskiy narod – (1) uniform on the scale of all provinces and

territories and (2) composed of different ethnic-cultural groups living in the

empire, united by state patriotism and loyalty to the Romanov dynasty 4.

2. In the Kingdom of Hungary two alternative concepts of political

nation clashed: Hungarian and Austro-German, and in the periphery there were

also two others: Ottoman and Croatian. In the late 18th century the Hungarian

elite concluded that Hungary had the status of a free country, separately governed, with its own laws, freedoms and customs, and the Hungarians had the right

to retain their own language (Latin) in social communication and teach their



D. Moskwa, W poszukiwaniu tożsamości narodowej – “russkij” czy “rossijskij narod”?, “Hayкові записки”,
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idei, Warszawa 2000, 121-125; M. Cimbajew, Idee federalizmu w Rosji carskiej, [in:] Centrum i regiony

narodowościowe w Europie od XVIII do XX century, ed. E. Wiśniewski, Łódź 1998, 36-37; J. Hrycak,

Historia Ukrainy 1772–1999: Narodziny nowoczesnego narodu, Lublin 2000, 50; B. Cywiński, Szkice z

dziejów narodów Europy Wschodniej, Warszawa 2013, 84.
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domestic (Hungarian) language without having to use German 5. At the same

time, three successive Habsburg emperors: Joseph II, Leopold II and Francis I,

resisting the French revolution, started the process of building one Greater-German national community in all the territories they ruled.

3. Hungarian-Croatian rivalry resembled the Austro-Hungarian antagonism, although on a territorially limited scale. Croatians were the only Balkan

community which developed their own imperfect class monarchy with its institutions, the privileged classes: the native nobles and clergy, and titles characteristic of the class order: the concepts Kraljevina Hrvatska and rex Chroatorum.

In1836–1868 Croatian politicians introduced the concept of “historical Croatian

rights” and rejected plans to transform three Croatian regions into Habsburg

provinces or Hungarian komitats, and their inhabitants only into an autonomous

Austro-Hungarian ethnic-cultural group. They wanted the restoration of the

Triune Kingdom of Croatia, Slavonia and Dalmatia, and the political nation with

their own separate laws.

4. In Czech lands during the Spring of Nations demands arose to restore the subjectivity of Regnum Bohemiae, whose equivalent would be a political

community with different religions (Hussitism, Catholicism, Mosaism), languages (German and Czech) and ethnicities (Czechs, Jews, Germans, Poles), but

inhabiting three historical territories constituting the statehood of Regnum

Bohemiae (monarchist version), and then Česko (republican version). In the later

19th-century the factors uniting this community were emphasized: history of the

Kingdom of Crown of Saint Wenceslas under the Premyslids, Jagiellonians, and

Habsburgs, the Czech state law, symbols of Czech statehood (coronation insignia ), state culture, co-existence and tolerance of different religions. At the same

time it was believed that ethnic-cultural differences could be treated as secondary for the unity of the Crown of Saint Wenceslas lands. However, already in

the later 19th century this style of thinking about society encountered resistance

of Czech Germans regarding themselves as a separate but uniform ethnic group

in the Habsburg-ruled countries.

6. In southern Central Europe two ideological-political conceptions

were contrasted. The Ottoman reformers of Sultanate wanted to create a

Young-Ottoman or Young-Turk community of all inhabitants (1839–1918),
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while in 1797 the Greek liberals advocated the idea of Hellenic oikoumene, the

essence of which was to gather all bearers of Hellenic tradition in one political

community. The two programs essentially competed with each other because

they were addressed to the same Central European inhabitants and were to be

implemented in the same geographical space. They thus offered an alternative

to the inhabitants, particularly to the lower classes belonging to Slavic ethnicity 6.

7. In Caucasus in the 19th and early 20th century there was a confrontation between two imperialisms: Russian and Ottoman. External to the region

in ancient and medieval times, the two powers sought, in modern times, first to

subordinate and then incorporate this geopolitically important region inhabited

by diverse ethnic-cultural and religious-denominational groups. Rivalry between

the powers contributed to the dismantling of the local independent states and

to religious subjugation, and to the breakup of regional ties. The outcome of

Russo-Turkish wars was also the strengthening of differences between Georgians, Armenians and Azeris; these ethnicities sought different support outside

of the region: either Russia or Turkey7.

The clash between advocates of competing concepts of political nations in five geographical spaces gave special features to the nation-building process in Central-Eastern Europe. In those cases there arose the field of conflicts

between the ruling nations (Germans, Russians, and Turks) and the dominant

ones (Poles, Hungarians, and Greeks). Polonization, Hungarization, and Hellenization were addressed to the people, and Germanization, Russification and

Islamization were directed at not only the lower classes but also at Polish, Hungarian and Hellenic social elites. The special features of the nation-building process in Central-Eastern Europe generally stemmed from two groups of causes:

1) sociopolitical – competition between political nations (ruling and dominant

ones) for identification of lower classes reinforced the significance of the ethniccultural factor, thus politicizing it; 2) civilizational and political-constitutional –

Central-Eastern Europe was within the boundaries of absolutist states, which

cut off inhabitants in this part of the Continent from Western modernization

trends.



S. Deren, From Pan-Islamism to Turkish Nationalism: Modernisation and German Influence in the Late

Ottoman Period, [in:] Discrupting and Reshaping: Early States of Nation-Building in the Balkans, eds. M. Dogo,

G. Frazinetti, Ravenna 2002, 134-136.

7 W. Materski, Gruzja, Warszawa 2010, 70-72.
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2. Revitalization of Political Nations and Ethnicization of States – Parallel

Histories

In the early 20th century, public opinion, including the scientific community,

noticed that social disparities occurred in Europe between the western and central-eastern parts. One of the main manifestations of the disparities was the

already different course of nation-building process. Analyzing the contemporary

political reality, Friedrich Meinecke came to a conclusion in 1907 that there were

two types of nations: political and ethnic-cultural. For historical reasons the former was realized in the west, and the latter in the east and center of the Continent8. Almost throughout the 20th century, Meinecke’a thesis was the standard

of scientific knowledge about nations but in the last decades of the century it

came to be recognized as invalid. Objective historical determinism was challenged in relation to Central-Eastern Europe, which was not “doomed” to have

ethnic-cultural nations in this area. The results of nation-building process in the

region began to be seen as an outcome of political rivalry, which the proponents

of political nations lost but they at least took some initiative until 1939, trying to

oppose the ethnicization of the state and defend the historically formed multiethnic community. It was actually the phenomena and processes during WW2

that made these efforts irrelevant. The causes should be sought in the policies

conducted in Central-Eastern Europe by totalitarian regimes – communist and

fascist.

Between 1789 and 1918 the victory of an option of nation-building

processes in Central-Eastern Europe could not be decided by democratic procedures because this area belonged to authoritarian monarchies: the Second

German Reich, Russian Empire, Austria-Hungary, and the Ottoman Empire.

Both the reigning dynasties (the Habsburgs, Hohenzollerns, Romanovs, Ottomans), and the Central-European/East-European political movements, including irredentist and anti-absolutist, supported the revitalization of political nations, recognizing that the process could be reanimated despite previous failures.

In terms of nationality relations, Central-Eastern Europe would resemble the

Continent’s western part, which proved unfeasible for three main reasons.

Firstly, in one territory it was impossible to politically concentrate around two



R. Radzik, Formowanie się narodów w Europie Środkowo-Wschodniej, “Kultura i Społeczeństwo”, 1993,
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exclusive conceptions of national order, whereas Poles and Russians, Hungarians and Germans, and Turks and Greeks invoked alternative traditions, histories and laws. Secondly, the pan-German conception was not uniform but

became the object of Austro-Prussian rivalry, i.e. there was a dispute over the

boundaries of German unity between the proponents of Greater German and

Lesser German conceptions. Thirdly, in the Central-European area a set of

factors emerged blocking the birth of nations defined in terms of a political

“imagined community”9.

At the turn of the 19th century there was a widespread opinion that

multiethnic political communities were a pipedream, an unreal or even harmful

condition. More and more clearly all parties gave up propagating state values but

advocated ethnic-cultural ones only. Their operationalization seemed easier to

accept by the part of the people who were members of the ethnicity represented

by particular social elite. Even imperial authorities raised doubts about the possibility of maintaining large political communities. Under Francis Joseph I, the

1867 Constitution enabled the deconstruction of the Habsburg political

community and transformation of Austria-Hungary into a state inhabited by

many ethnic-cultural nations10. The last two Russian tsars – Alexander III and

Nicholas II directly appealed to Great-Russian nationalism by juxtaposing ethnic

Russians with other nations inhabiting the empire. The Poles, Finns, Jews, and

Caucasian nations were no longer regarded as special groups of Russians but

were granted the status of inorodtsy11 [i.e. of different descent], whose culture the

Russian state and society should fight as hostile. The Russification formula changed12; state nationalism (rossiyskiy narod) was abandoned for ethnic nationalism

(russkiy narod)13. In 1908–1922 the Pan-Islamic, Ottoman, Young-Ottoman and

Young-Turk projects advanced in the last years of Sultanate collapsed. The circles assembled around Mustaf Kemal Attatürk rejected historical continuity,

imperial greatness, the universalism of Sultanate and Islamic principles, choosing to build an ethnic-cultural community.

J. Pajewski, Mit: Mitteleuropa. Idea. Ideologia i legenda?, “Przegląd Zachodni”, 1988, no. 4, 27-28.

M. Waldenberg, Narody zależne i mniejszości narodowe…, 52-53; idem, Kwestie narodowe…, 30-36.

11 E. Wiśniewski, Liberałowie wobec dylematu: centrum i regiony w wielonarodowościowym Imperium Rosyjskim

na początku XX century, [in:] Centrum i regiony narodowościowe w Europie od XVIIII do XX century, ed. E.

Wiśniewski, Łódź 1998, 127-134; idem, Europa Środkowowschodnia w koncepcjach liberałów rosyjskich przed

I wojną światową, [in:] Państwa narodowe Europy Środkowo-Wschodniej w XX century, ed. W. Balcerak,

Łowicz–Warszawa 2000, 65-68; M. Waldenberg, Kwestie narodowe…, 101-108; L. Bazylow, P.

Wieczorkiewicz, Historia Rosji, Warszawa 2005, 280-281.

12 B. Cywiński, op. cit., 220.

13 P. Rojek, Przekleństwo imperium: Źródła rosyjskiego zachowania, Kraków 2014, 30.
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WW1 had a very strong impact on the projects of revitalizing political

nations in Central-Eastern Europe14. The importance of WW1 for the region

can be compared to the effects of West-European revolutions. At the final stage

of the war the people became the driving force behind the fundamental changes

– they overthrew the prewar order through direct action. The world powers

temporarily lost control over the historical process in all Central-Eastern European subregions. The events of 1918 called the Autumn of Nations resulted in

the breakup of the traditional authoritarian, multiethnic and multicultural empires and in the overthrow of the ruling dynasties for nation-states, in which parliaments became the main institution. The political-territorial order in this part of

the Continent also essentially changed; its principal constituents became new

political entities: sovereign nation-states striving to gradually strengthen their

political subjectivity.

After WW1 the triumph of democracy was almost universally declared.

According to its principles and canons of liberalism instilled in Europe by US

President Thomas W. Wilson, nations were recognized as the main subject legitimizing the existence of nation-states. However, political debate in most states

existing in particular Central-Eastern European subregiosn was dominated by

division: on one side, proponents of nation as a model of political community,

on the other side, political forces supporting the idea of giving nation the characteristics of an ethnic-cultural community. That is why in the interwar years

the problem of defining nation had to manifest itself very strongly. For proponents of treating nations in political-state term, politics should concentrate all

resources in the state, including its inhabitants differing on ethnic and cultural

issues. It was hoped that the strong state, striving to stabilize its existence, would

be able to reduce or eliminate the political nature of ethnic, religious, regional

and cultural conflicts. It was believed that at the state level it would be possible

to achieve coexistence like in local homelands inhabited by diverse citizens.

In contrast, the new generation of politicians, who adopted ethnic-cultural thinking about nations, regarded the views of their opponents as idealistic,

anachronistic or even naïve and dangerous. They not only opposed the maintenance of pluralist “small homelands” but also treated them as doomed in the

conditions of transformation of ethnos into demos. They believed that the

ethnic-cultural division was the main social axis in political rivalry. Under these
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conditions in Central-Eastern Europe nationalism developed whose main demand was the ethnicization of the state (nationalism of ethnic-cultural majority)

or destruction of the state of residence (nationalism of ethnic-cultural minorities). The view began to be advanced that in each state there was only one hostnation and it is in its interest that state authorities should make decisions in the

political, economic, axiological, linguistic and religious field.

The ethnicization of the state actually meant its appropriation by the

ethnic majority to the detriment of the minority treated as the object of nationality policy. Ethnicization was carried out at different levels. The first area of

ethnicization comprised all religions and denominations – Orthodox Church,

Catholicism, Judaism, Protestantism, and Islam. The second consisted in the

ethnicization of property and business activity (agriculture, trade, production).

The third covered the state’s past because inference was carried out backwards:

it was concluded that nations also existed in medieval and modern times, consequently, the contemporary states and their inhabitants were basically ethniccultural as was their awareness. This kind of nationalism was an expression of

protest against political reality. In this respect West-European nationalisms were

different: they stabilized “actual” states whereas Central-Eastern European

inhabitants influenced by nationalist views sought the “ideal state”, which never

existed in the past.

Each alternative ideological project carried different consequences for

political rivalry, giving antagonism a different dimension. If nation should be

recognized as a political community, one should seek existential dangers to the

state mainly in the international environment and carry out the political concentration of the largest possible reserves, including all inhabitants, regardless of

their religious-denominational and ethnic-cultural identity. The state was interested in blurring differences and strengthening loyalty towards it. However, if

ethnic-cultural features were attributed to nation, then the goal of state power

was to reinforce national identification in a historical perspective, protect the

nation’s existence, and separate its own community from any minority groups

that were seen as enemies. WW1 actually decided the direction of nation-building processes in Central-Eastern Europe. Firstly, it dealt a blow to the proponents of the classic formula of three Central-Eastern European political nations.

Secondly, it accelerated the nationalization of lower classes on the scale of the

whole region, abolishing the strongest blocking mechanisms created by the imperial authorities. However, despite these consequences of WW1, in CentralEastern Europe in the 20th century the nations liberated from the domination
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of the Romanov, Habsburg, Hohenzollern and Ottoman empires took measures

to revitalize or build state political communities.

1. Under the Polish conditions, Józef Piłsudski made the last attempt

to restore the former Commonwealth (Republic) of Poland and at the same time

to define the Polish nation in political, historical and civilization terms by referring to the tradition of national uprisings. His supporters wanted to block the

polarization of political community based on the ethnic factor because they saw

it as a danger to the Republic’s power, to Polishness and small homelands in the

Eastern Borderlands15. To Piłsudski, Polishness, unlike Russianness, meant the

symbiosis between the Polish manor estate and Lithuanian, Russian and Belarusian villages and Jewish and German small towns 16.

2. In the case of the Kingdom of Hungary the executor of the policy

of revitalizing the Hungarian political community in the interwar years was

Regent Miklós Horthy, challenging not only liberal convictions about the need

for reforms but also the rightist-radical stand on the ethnic-cultural character of

Hungarians17. He referred to the liberals of 1791–1849 and the authors of the

agreement with the House of Habsburg (Ferenc Déak, Gyula Andrássy, Jozsef

Eötvös).

3. In the Czech lands the problem of revitalization of the Czech nation

as a political community entirely destroyed after the defeat in the Thirty Years’

War became the object of public debate at the turn of the 19th century between

two parties: Old Czech and Young Czech. The Old Czech party demanded the

state unity of Czech countries, the primacy of state law and Czech language, and

restoration of the multi-ethnic and multi-denominational Czech political

community18. A competitive project by the Young Czechs was proposed at the

turn of the 19th century. Its authors recognized the Czechs as an ethnic-cultural

community, which meant the exclusion of Czech Germans, Catholic believers,

espousing German language and culture, and opponents of the Czech uprising

during the Thirty Years’ War. In the interwar years a new project based on the



Ł. Kapralska, Pluralizm kulturowy i etniczny a odrębność regionalna Kresów Południowo-Wschodnich w latach

1918–1939, Kraków 2000, 218-226; R. Wapiński, Spuścizna lat Wielkiej Wojny, [in:] Problemy

narodowościowe Europy Środkowo-Wschodniej w XIX i XX century: Księga pamiątkowa dla Profesora

Przemysława Hausera, ed. A. Czubiński, P. Okulewicz, T. Schramm, Poznań 2002, 235-242.

16 A. Friszke, Piłsudski, “Więź”, 1985, no. 4–6, 134.

17 W. Felczak, Zerwanie unii realno-personalnej austriacko-węgierskiej, [in:] Problemy historii Słowian i Europy

Środkowej w XIX i XX century: Zbiór studiów, Wrocław–Warszawa–Kraków–Gdańsk–Łódź 1982, 822.

18 M. Waldenberg, Narody zależne i mniejszości narodowe…, 56-65.
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mechanism of analyzing reality and used by the Old Czech party was the

Czechoslovak program. Tomasz G. Masaryk became the originator of the

Czechoslovak political community. The Constitution of 29 February 1920 provided for the existence of such a nation, which comprised all national groups:

Czechs, Slovaks, Jews, Germans, Poles, Ruthenians, and Hungarians 19.

4. In the Balkans attempts were made to implement Yugoslavism in

two system variants: authoritarian and totalitarian and in different geographicpolitical solutions. While in 1929–1941 there were attempts to build one political

nation composed of three ethnic groups (Serbian, Slovak and Croatian), based

on the motto “One nation, one king, one state” (Jedan narod, jedan kralj, jedna

držva), under the communist rule the project of a multiethnic communist

community resembling the Soviet system was promoted. However, building

such state forms as the Kingdom of Serbs, Croatians and Slovenes, the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, and the Socialist Federative Republic of Yugoslavia did not

have social legitimation because they were not accepted by the ethnos in the

referendum or election form. One nation proved to be a dream rather than the

actual situation because the nation-building process in the Balkans did not create

such a nation but produced an ethnic-cultural polarization and rivalry of this

type20.

5. In Greece, as late as in 1936, the conservative dictator General

Joannis Metaxas formulated the ideology of “the third Hellenic civilization”

(after Ancient and Byzantine), trying to regard the great Hellenic history as the

subject of reference. Metaxas thereby referred to the projects of Greek Phanariotes, seeking to restore the Hellenic world in the post-Ottoman area. However,

in 1921–1922, when the Greeks lost their historical colonies in Asia Minor, this

kind of thinking was exceptional21.

6. The Bolsheviks, denying the importance of the national question,

advocated the building of Soviet community based on the development of national cultures, which would be an instrument of enlightening the lower classes

inhabiting Soviet Russia, mainly Ukrainians, Belarusians, Poles and Jews. That

is why they started the experiment of creating one Transcaucasian republic,

Idem, Kwestie narodowe…, 284-289; E. Orlof-Piotrowska, Unia słowacko-czeska w roku 1918, [in:]

Problemy historii Słowian…, 51-62; H. Batowski, Przyczyny rozpadu byłej Czecho-Słowacji, “Prace Komisji

Środkowoeuropejskiej”, 1993, t. 1, 107-120.

20 A. Giza, Narodziny i rozpad Jugosławii, Szczecin 1994, 15; 55-78; A. Jagiełło-Szostak, Idea narodu

politycznego kontra etnonacjonalizm, Wrocław 2013, 55-78.

21 A. D. Smith, Kulturowe podstawy narodów: Hierarchia, przymierze i republika, Kraków 2009, 201; S. K.

Pavlowitch, Historia Bałkanów (1804–1945), Warszawa 2009, 348.
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which showed disregard for Georgian, Armenian, and Azeri identities. The

Bolshevik leaders believed that the internationalist Soviet community would be

a new historical quality, contributing to the triumph of communism on a global

scale22. It evidently resembled the concept of Russian political nation, implemented in the mid-18th century (under Catherine II) and in early 19th century

(under Alexander I and Nicholas I). The communists also expected that the

sociopolitical division formed around national identity would be replaced by the

attitude towards capitalism or communism (negative or positive). Lenin’s vision

of the community of nations was transformed by Stalin into the Soviet nation –

a construct based on Russianness adapted to communism. In 1961 the legal

institutionalization of communist constructivism was carried out. The Constitution recorded the existence of the Soviet nation as a multiethnic political

communist community, whose mother country was the Soviet Union. The cultural model was a modernized version of Russianness.

The interwar period saw the failure of both two projects of conservative modernization of the Polish and Hungarian nations, and of the conception

of Czechoslovakims and Yugoslavism. A large part of the public in Poland and

in Hungary viewed Piłsudski and Horthy as the epigones of the beautiful past

without a chance of success, while the Czechoslovakian and Yugoslavian projects were assessed as unrealistic. Both Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia were

seen as Czech and Serbian states striving to Bohemize and Serbianize minority

ethnicities. Changes in the political thinking about nations took place under the

conditions of successes of the fascists defining “nation” in ethnic-cultural and

even racial terms, and of Joseph Stalin’s correction in 1934 of internationalist

Bolshevism towards “building socialism in one country” 23.

The most important common reasons why the projects seeking to

restore political communities failed was that they were rejected by the people.

For the lower classes these were abstract solutions not corresponding with their

interests. The ethnos did not reason in geopolitical and historical terms, but by

reference to emotions, affects and interests. In 1939, ethnic polarization was far

stronger than in 1918. The majority group demanded that the state should defend their interest while national minorities more and more openly and actively



A. J. Leinwand, Bolszewicy wobec powstania państw narodowych w Europie Środkowowschodniej, [in:] Państwa

narodowe Europy Środkowo-Wschodniej…, 125-136.

23 R. Wojna, Bolszewicy a integracja Europy 1917–1922, “Zeszyty Naukowe Uniwersytetu

Jagiellońskiego”, Prace Historyczne, 1995, no. 118, 63.
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challenged the state of their residence. In this resistance, the minority ethnos in

Central-Eastern European states became demos fighting for their own state.



3. From Ethnos to Demos in Central-Eastern Europe

During the period of intense nation-building in Europe (1789–1878) the fates

of individuals and local communities were decided by international agreements

ending numerous wars. Indisputably, the ethnos was not a political subject but

only the object of actions taken by sovereign rulers or the international community. One of major consequences of WW1 was the substantial reinforcement of

the political empowerment of the ethnos, achieved as a result of three factors 24.

Firstly, the system changes in 1918 and the so-called wars for borders in CentralEastern Europe in 1918–1923 were caused by the people led to victory by the

leaders or conspiracy groups, often in defiance of prewar elites, who were in

principle loyal to the ruling dynasties and opposing irredentist ideas. Secondly,

in the states in the region, apart from Russia, democracy was introduced, which

enabled the empowerment of the people and began the process of transforming

ethnos into demos, or ethnic community into a conscious political group. Thirdly, giving new Central-Eastern European states ethnic features dynamized the

developing process of the people’s participation in political processes through

taking part in elections, political organizations, or in direct actions.

However, the Autumn of Nations in 1918 resulted in the division of

Central-Eastern Europe regarding the empowerment of the people. This process brought about the formation of nation-states in some parts of CentralEastern Europe, but at the same time it ended in defeat for independence

movements such as: Ukrainian, Belarusian, Croatian, Serbian, Slovene, Belarusian, Slovak, Georgian, Armenian, Azeri, and Macedonian. While in the interwar

period ethnos became demos in four Baltic states, in Poland, Romania, Bulgaria,

Greece, Austria, Hungary and in the Czech territories the new phase of the

nation-building process embraced other national communities either during

WW2 – resistance against the German and Soviet invaders, or in ethnic fighting

in particular territories, e.g. in the Balkans and in Volhynia, or only after the

collapse of the Second Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union.

A. Achmatowicz, Czy I wojna światowa skończyła się 11 listopada 1918 roku?, [in:] Od Wersalu do

Poczdamu: Sytuacja międzynarodowa Europy Środkowo-Wschodniej 1918–1945: Materiały z sesji naukowej w

Instytucie Historii PAN 23-24 października 1995 r., ed. A. Koryn, Warszawa 1996, 20.
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An important and extremely individualized specific issue was the

phenomenon of rapid building of the Jewish nation instead of the crossborder

Mosaic community. The driving force was the Zionist movement, which, despite the resistance by rabbis and Jewish kahals, began to nationalize the awareness of Jews inhabiting a large part of Central-Eastern Europe in great numbers.

The self-identification of the Jewish community thwarted the projects of revitalizing political communities because it is difficult to imagine the Polish, Hungarian or Czech nations, excluding the Jewish ethnic-cultural group from them. In

the early stage of nation-building processes in Europe, the Jewish Haskalah

movement took a stance that the Jews were only a constituent of political nations – either of dominant ones (Poles, Hungarians, Czechs), or the ruling ones

(Russians, Germans). They should therefore adopt the culture of the country of

settlement, at the same time preserving their religious identity. In the interwar

years this position failed, and the Jewish people systematically transformed into

demos, which proved capable of founding the state of Israel after WW2 and the

Holocaust, where the Jews became the host driving out the alien ethnic-cultural

element25.

Under these circumstances, nations were recognized as primary

communities in propaganda, myth-making and in symbolism. While at the turn

of the 19th century, the thinking focused on the ethnogenesis of nation,

justifying its existence by reference to linguistic, cultural, religious, and racial or

morals arguments, in the interwar years emphasis shifted towards proving that

the state was always of specifically ethnic-cultural nature attributed to it as a

timeless category by the nation. In their professional activity, historians and

teachers began to redefine the role of the state, political power and politics. All

categories became instrumentalized in relation to nation. Nation became a social

and scientific category of exceptional historical importance, as old as the state

and religion. In this way the canons of knowledge of the nation-building process

were actually challenged. Already in the early 20th century, scholars demonstrated the historical beginning and the mechanism of nation-building. They disputed the non-historical character of nations, referring them to the Enlightenment thought and the results of the French Revolution, as well as seeking the

antecedencies of nations in estate monarchies. They explicitly pointed out that

there were no nations in the ancient and medieval times.
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The recognition of nations as the main political entities fundamentally

redefined ways of political thinking. Assessments of historical processes, including the activity of the state, began to be formulated based on the implementation of national interests. It was them that became the main goal of all political

activity (politics in metapolitcal or philosophical and assessment terms). Politicians came to power, nominated by the nation recognized as the sovereign

(politics in general terms as a fight for power in the state). They were also judged

for their decisions from the perspective of solving national problems (politics in

detailed terms as activities in particular spheres of social life).

Changes in political thinking gave rise to a new model of historical

politics. In the medieval and modern times the foundation of historical politics

was to define nation as a historical political community identified with state and

monarchy. The political elite gradually gave state awareness to the lower classes26. All other social groups, inter alia religious-denominational, ethnic-cultural,

professional, and regional, were placed at lower levels in the value structure. At

turn of the 19th century, however, and certainly after WW1, historical politics

was fundamentally corrected. Nation began to be seen as an ethnic-cultural

community, its social base being the people. For that reason, the concept of

nation and the people are identical in many Slavic languages 27. Descriptions of

history and events began to change towards analyzing the process of transforming ethnos into demos, i.e. broadening and deepening the participation of the

lower classes in politics, which meant the ethnicization of the state.

Without earlier economic modernization and in crisis-ridden interwar

states in the interwar period, the overlapping democratic system and ethnic-cultural nations made it difficult to stabilize nationality relations. The transformation of ethnos into demos resulted in elections being usually won by parties

seeking to ethnicize the state. The state, appropriated by the ethnic majority,

took decisions that escalated national conflicts and radicalized minority groups.

An extremely important “victim” of ethnicization of social relations was the

decline of “small homelands”, historically formed throughout centuries in

Central-Eastern Europe. At the local level, families of different ethnic and cultural identities were neighbors sharing tolerance with one another. The wave of

J. Bardach, Od narodu politycznego do narodu etnicznego w Europie Środkowo-Wschodniej, “Kultura i

Społeczeństwo”, 1993, no. 4, 4.

27 J. Sujecka, Kwestia „początku” w macedońskim dwudziestowiecznym dyskursie historycznym, [in:] Tożsamość

narodowa w społeczeństwie multietnicznym Macedonii: Historia – kultura – literatura – język – media, ed. M.

Kawka, I. Stawowy-Kawka, Kraków 2008, 19.
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nationalism transformed positive co-existence into conflict-laden living next to

one another [i.e. without contact]. “Small borderlands” acquired the status of

either vast borderlands (typical examples were Transylvania, Eastern Lesser

Poland, Upper Hungary, Kosovo, Vilna (Vilnius) Region, Macedonia, and

Bessarabia), for which historical disputes were entered into, or the status of

mixed territories fought for between neighbors in a very small area (a showcase

example were Bukovina, Sudetenland, Bosnia, Herzegovina, Slavonia, Subcarpathian Ruthenia). In both cases what determined the national features was the

steadfast defense of these territories, the ability to idealize the borderlands, and

traditions about historical injustices. The problem was most distinctly visible in

the Balkan and Caucasian territories. WW2 entirely destroyed small homelands

through genocide, displacements, migration, atrocities, and pillage. Earlier – in

1915–1922 these occurrences took place in the Caucasian areas. “Small homelands” were replaced by almost homogenous new homelands whose inhabitants

became the bearers of memory of injustices.

After the collapse of communism in the 1990s, nations evidently

finished the process of transformation of ethnos into demos. The numerous

ethnic-cultural communities arisen in Central-Eastern Europe can be divided

into three groups: 1) historical ones with the continuity of tradition of their own

state and social elite; 2) historical lower-class groups referring to the knowledge

of their state, but sociologically peasant in character; 3) non-historical lowerclass groups using the myth of their own statehood with its antecedencies.

The criterion for division was the role of the political/state factor in

the nation-building process. The first group comprises the Poles, Hungarians,

Czechs, Russians, Germans, Greeks and Turks. In this case the natural tendency

was the polyethnic character of demos inhabiting the state; it was only the historical process that undermined such expectations. The other group embraced

Croatians, Lithuanians, and Georgians who could example invoke the history of

the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, the Triune Kingdom of Croatia, Slavonia and

Dalmatia, and the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti: they had their own great rulers

and dynasties, and successes in the international arena28. Although those states

had political-legal identities, present-day Lithuania, Croatia, and Georgia are not

See. M. Waldenberg, Rozbicie Jugosławii: Jugosłowiańskie lustro międzynarodowej polityki, t. 1: 1991–2002,

Warszawa 2005, 126-130; J. Kiaupienė, Wielkie Księstwo Litewskie i wielcy książęta litewscy w XVI century:

refleksje nad litewskim narodem politycznym i unią lubelską, [in:] Rozkwit i upadek I Rzeczypospolitej, ed. R.

Butterwick, Warszawa 2010, 113-124; B. Baranowski, K. Baranowski, Historia Gruzji, Wrocław 1987,

120-123; A. Bumblauskas, Wielkie Księstwo Litewskie: Wspólna historia, podzielona pamięć, Warszawa 2013,

13-50.
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continuations of the foregoing former states because their demise was the

Polish-Lithuanian (1385–1569) and Hungarian-Croatian (1102) Unions and the

Georgian-Russian alliance (1783). The legacy of the former Lithuanian and

Croatian states was scattered in modern times, forgotten or appropriated by

another ethnos (Poles, Hungarians). The case was different with the Georgians

who preserved the belief that their knights defended the existence of the state

and political culture.

The Croatian, Lithuanian, and Georgian politicians (creators of modern states at the same time) were not rooted in the former social elite, but they

won a victory starting from two assumptions. Firstly, they challenged the clientstate and union tradition and sought in the past all manifestations of aversion

towards stronger neighbors. The elites of the past were unfavorably assessed

because, it was believed, they became acculturated (Russified, Hungarized, or

Polonized), thereby contributing to destruction of the subjectivity of former

Lithuanian, Croatian, and Georgian states. Secondly, after a brief period of hesitation, the politicians rejected the variant of restoring political communities

comprising all inhabitants of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, Triune Kingdom,

and Kingdom of Kartli–Kakheti for the unity of ethnic Lithuanians, Croatians,

and Georgians, to separate them from other ethnoses. Consequently, the process of politicization of ethnos took place according to the one ethnos-one demos pattern.

The third group of nations should embrace lower-lass communities,

mainly peasants, who gained in the 20th century their own nation states as a

political means at their disposal. The initiative to form theses states was not

taken by the privileged classes of late-medieval origin because they either did not

exist or were quickly acculturated, becoming a part of the political elite of the

imperial state who conquered particular territories. In relation to non-historicallower-class nations it was very difficult to define them semantically, find their

historical roots, and determine the territory they inhabited as well as their cultural code.

When ethnos transformed into demos, the ethnicization of the state

took place. This is the political status of, inter alia, the Ukrainian, Belarusian,

Latvian, Estonian, Slovakian, Romanian, Slovenian, Bulgarian, Macedonian,
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Albanian, Serbian, Jewish, Armenian and Azeri nations29. In the national thinking of these ethnic-cultural communities the knowledge of their own states was

invoked: Bulgaria, Serbia, Kingdom of Israel, Kievan Rus’, or Great Moravian

State. Those states did not take the form of estate monarchy and feudal class

society as the representative, together with the ruler, of the interest of the

Crown. For those reasons the nation-building process was not based on the

positive results inherited after the medieval and modern periods but arose from

social rebellion. Reference to own states was fairly instrumental: historical

knowledge was ignored, precedence being given to the need for myths and

legends. Own states were usually spoken of in non-historical terms in order to

first justify the right to a separate state and then own territorial aspirations derived either from antiquity (Jews, Macedonians, Romanians) or from the Middle

Ages (Ukrainians, Serbs, Albanians, Bulgarians, Latvians, Estonians, Slovaks,

Georgians, Armenians). In the nation-building process, far more functional than

the myth of own state were other pre-state factors: descent, plebeian language,

folk culture, religious-denominational identification, traditions about mythical

ancestors and the land of original settlement, historically significant deeds, and

injustices suffered in political rivalry to defend the faith and land.
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RUSSIAN NEO-IMPERIALISM: Russian-Abkhazian

Treaty of Alliance and Strategic Partnership vs. RussianOssetian Treaty of Alliance and Integration



ABSTRACT

In this paper author wants to present progressive Russian neo-imperialism.

Direct and indirect pressure measures have been defined towards so called “near

abroad” countries, for which Russia can fulfill their expansionism aspirations.

One of the means of pressure is to support ethnic minorities and quasi-states. It

is possible to destabilize the internal situation in Georgia, through favoring and

helping Abkhazians and Ossetians. Applying comparative review, the author

analysed two Russian Integration Treaties signed with authorities in Sukhumi

and Tskhinvali. The aim of the publication is to answer the question whether

the observed correlations between military and political (followed by economic

and financial) level within Russian Federation can be a prelude to the rebuild of

Russia's superpower on a global basis. Are “Treaty on Alliance and Strategic

Partnership” signed by RF and Abkhazia and “Alliance and Integration Treaty”

between RF and South Ossetia a threat to the vital interests of the para-states

mentioned above and the Republic of Georgia?
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INTRODUCTION

After the Second World War, in the bipolar division of the globe, the Union of

Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) was one of the two most powerful countries,

equally with the United States of America (USA). After more than 46 years of

domination and leadership of the communist bloc countries, a disintegration of

the USSR took place, which led to a reduction of Russia's role as a successor of

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, in global terms. Due to transitions in the

80s and 90s, Russian Federation (RF) became just a regional power playing an

important role in the world on account of its nuclear capability (Russia became

the beneficiary of the USSR's nuclear weapons). In the 90s of the 20th century,

RF had to face many problems, including but not limited to social, financial and

economic, arising from the decomposition of the USSR 1. Despite internal problems, the authorities still wanted to control sovereign states which had been subordinate to the Soviet Union not long before. That is why flexible measures were

taken in different regions of the former Soviet Union area; always heading

towards the achievement of its objectives.

In 2000, the Office of the President of the Russian Federation was

taken by Vladimir Putin. The period of his governance made visible some significant changes in the functioning of the country, ie: improvement of the tax

collection, improvement of the organization of the state and its authorities,

increased income from the sale of non-renewable resources (with a greater

dependence of European countries on their purchase from Russia) – at the same

time strengthening the position of the President and the central authorities. The

above mentioned reforms contributed to an increase in the state budget. This

state of affairs allowed to attempt the reorganization and development of the

RF's Armed Forces in which was put the hope for the restoration of the former

position in the international arena2.

In this article the author attempts to answer the question whether the

observed correlations on the political and military (followed by economic and

financial) level are a prelude to the restoration of the great power of Russia in

global terms. Are “Treaty on Alliance and Strategic Partnership” signed by RF

That is a decline in Gross Domestic Product (GDP), inflation, falling purchasing power of the

ruble, unemployment increase, factory and industrial plant closures, military service exemptions, etc.

The bad financial situation of Russians led to an increase in pathologies like alcoholism, assaults and

robberies. A huge social stratification took place.

2 V. J. Affek, Reformy i modernizacja Sił Zbrojnych Federacji Rosyjskiej, Zeszyty Naukowe WSOWL

1/2014, Wrocław.

1
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and Abkhazia and “Alliance and Integration Treaty” between RF and South

Ossetia a threat to the vital interests of the para-states mentioned above and the

Republic of Georgia?



1. THE CONCEPT OF RUSSIA’S GREAT POWER

Reconstruction of RF's great power is based on maintaining internal integrity of

the country, the ideology of the Great Russia that the Russian society accepts and

approves and on maintaining the position of the elder brother in the near abroad

area. Creation of a new empire (or reconstruction of one) requires ideas and

values that the society can be focused on and that can complement the created

political concept. Vladimir Putin refers mainly to the values of the old Romanov

Empire and less to the soviet thought. However, it is not that the old values set

the tone for Putin's politics; it is Putin that dresses up his actions with the past

concepts believed by the Russian (and rather soviet) society – There is a need

[among the society] to, once again, feel strong, be able to compare with the West, be an

independent civilization; however, [Russian] authorities took an advantage of this climate and

transformed the nationalist feelings into an imperialist chimera 3.

An important task for Russia, in terms of reconstruction of its position

in the international arena, is to maintain the position of the elder brother in the

area that is considered as the Russian sphere of influence 4. Since the collapse of

the USSR, it is presented as a priority to the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs

and stated in documents like:

1. Strategic Course of the Russian Federation with Respect to Member Countries of

the Commonwealth of Independent States (1995) – reconstruction of Russia's

global influence and power rests upon the reintegration of the postSoviet territory5,

2. National Security Strategy of the Russian Federation to 2020 (2009) – recovery

of the role of the political superpower as one of the RF's national

interests in the long term6.

W. Dubnow, Albo imperium, albo nacjonalizm, Nowa Europa Wschodnia 3-4/2015, Wrocław, p. 77.

An elder brother who does not care about the rest of the countries of the former soviet empire, and

whose goals and interests are not the same as theirs.

5 M. Tobiczyk, Zbieranie ziem radzieckich. Polityczne środki nacisku w odbudowie rosyjskich stref wpływu,

www.portal.arcana.pl/Zbieranie-ziem-radzieckich-polityczne-srodki-nacisku-w-odbudowierosyjskich-stref-wplywu,1179.htmlm (seen: 29 November 2014).

6 M. Zarębska, Strategia bezpieczeństwa narodowego Federacji Rosyjskiej do 2020 roku,

3

4
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Defining the need to rebuild Russia's position in the international arena

in relevant government documents leads to the conclusion that the Kremlin

considers the 90s of the 20th century as a transitional period linked to the collapse of the USSR, which will come to an end and then the situation will return

to normal, that means that the countries which regained independence due to the

decomposition of the soviet empire will return into the RF's sphere of influence.

Kremlin is quite isolated in this way of thinking, regarding the rest of the international community. It would never come to mind of a Briton that having left India he lost

a part of his country and that England “stepped back”; a Dutchman would not dare to state

that Guyana is a lost part of Netherlands. Belgian polititians' claims on Congo would be

considered a scandal. Politicians in the metropolis of the old colonial empires well understand

that they are allowed less in relation to their former colonies. It is different with Russia – the

modern government elite in Moscow believes that it has more rights to influence the countries

that had once been conquered7.

Since 1991 Russia aspires to reintegrate the post-Soviet territory by creating, promoting and strengthening the political, military and economic initiatives of a regional nature. Some of the international projects include: the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), the Common Economic Space, Collective Security Treaty Organization, Customs Union and Eurasian Economic

Union. Russian transnational initiatives during the last 24 years have proved to

be ineffective, because: 1) Russia as the initiator of these kind of undertakings

considers itself as a lider-state and does not treat the other countries in terms of

a partnership, but rather as subordinates; 2) it is more difficult for Russia to

dominate in multilateral kind of relations than in bilateral ones, that is why RF

began to use the meetings and the structures of the international organizations

to hold bilateral conversations and negotiations; 3) projects that have a specific,

eg economic nature (Eurasian Union) over time evolve into Russian political,

and not economic, tools. What is more, the Rose Revolution in Georgia in 2003

or the Russian-Georgian conflict in 2008 showed that the safety of the individual

members of the organizations mentioned above is important for Russia as long

as it does not concern its vital political, economic or militar interests.

Countries that have developed strong positions and certain independence from Russia, ie. Georgia, Azerbaijan and Ukraine, remain beyond its integration actions, and that paradoxically shows that the initiatives that define the



pressje.pl/media/pressje_shop/article/article_25_issue14.pdf (seen: 01 December 2014).

7 P. Kowal, Gdy imperium maszeruje, Nowa Europa Wschodnia 3-4/2015, Wrocław, p. 32.
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dominance and power status of Russia de facto represent a limited sphere of its

influence.

RF intends to maintain its influence in the near abroad area at any cost.

It uses a range of measures to exert a direct and indirect pressure, acting simultaneously on many levels in different regions. It performes well planned operations and tries to react quickly to diverse actions in the post-Soviet countries

that are contrary to Russia's interests. The following Table 1 lists various forms

of instruments that put pressure on a post-Soviet state.

Table 1. An overview of the pressure and incentive instruments that Russian Federation applies in relation to the near abroad countries

Pressure instrument



Example



Possible results of the

pressure



Supporting the anti-European Republic of Moldova – Russia

parties

backs the Communist Party which

is in favour of Moldova's

integration with the Customs

Union (a commercial project

initiated by RF).



Impediment to Moldova's

integration with the

European Union (EU).

Support for the eastern

initiatives.



Supporting ethnic minorities

and quasi-states



Republic of Moldova – RF's

support for the separatist

tendencies in Transnistria and the

Autonomy of Gagauzia.



Deeper disintegration of

the country which can

cause, eg a political crisis

and, as a consequence,

more impediments to

integration with the EU.



Supporting the countries

submissive to RF, quasi-states

and autonomous regions by

monetary grants and

appealing economic, energetic

and military agreements



Pridnestrovian Moldavian

Republic – RF spents annualy 300

millions dollars on aid.

Republic of Belarus – a

beneficiary of stabilization loans

Republic of Tajikistan –

cancellation of national debt owed

to RF and financial aid to purchase

the armament, in exchange for

leasing the land to set RF's military

base in which a modern space

monitoring system Okno (window)

has been built.

Kyrgyz Republic – Gazprom's

investment proposal in the amount

of 20 billion RUB during the next

5 years, destined for modernizing

the country's gas infrastructure. A

promise of 2 billion RUB

investment based on creation of

new jobs (the amount is to be



Gratification of the

countires, quasi-states and

autonomous regions for

proceeding in according to

the Russian policy.
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shared among 3 countries in

Central Asia) in exchange for the

refusal to renew the contract for

the stationing of US military bases

on the Kyrgyzstan's territory.

Imposing of different kinds

Republic of Moldova - Embargo

of embargoes on countries

on wine export imposed in

proceeding against RF's policy September 2013; embargo on pork

export imposed in April 2014.



Increase of Moldova's

economic problems,

decline in commercial

goods export.



International initiatives



Through the Commonwealth of

Independent States, Russian forces

are stationed, among others, in

Armenia and Transnistria.



The stationing of armed

forces of foreign countries

withdraws the possibility

of integration with another

country or alliance, to

which the stationed troops

do not belong or, as in the

case of Transnistria, it

causes a lack of progress in

the internal integration of

the country.



Acquisition of companies

Republic of Moldova – Russian

with strategic meaning for the Gazprom owns 63,4 % of the

country concerned

shares of the MoldovaGaz

company which is the operator of

gas pipelines and the gas

distributor in the entire Moldova's

territory.



Interruption of gas supply

through the Gazprom

subsidiary infrastructure if

the Moldovan authorities

do not act according to the

RF's policy.



Migration policy



In the post-Soviet

countries - increase of

unemployment,

pathologies and a social

and economic

distabilization.

Republic of Moldova –

Moldovan economic

migrants resident in RF

send each year about 0,65

billion USD to their

families, which represents

aprroximately 13 % of

Moldova's GDP. Lack of

this money and the return

of the citizens to their

homes will lead to the

impoverishment of the

society and possible

destabilization of the

country in the social,

economic and social areas.



In 2013, the Federal Migration

Service of Russia predicted the

withdrawal of more than 3 million

permits of residence in RF, and

thus, the deportation of the

majority of the citizens of the near

abroad countries.

Republic of Moldova – threats

of expulsion of the Moldovan

immigrants from RF and a

significant reduction of the new

visas issuing.
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Constant threat of military

intervention in the name of

protection of their own

citizens



A policy of issuing Russian

passports to the residents of

Abkhazia and South Ossetia,

among others.



A possibility of

destabilization of the

country through the

military intervention in the

name of protection or

defence of the Russian

citizens.



Political provocations



Year 2006 – Russian Federation.

Deportation of a few thousands of

Georgians that did not have valid

passports and identification of

Georgian children in Russian

schools.



Worsening social and state

relations between Moscow

and Tbilisi. Attempt to

show superiority over

another country or nation.



Diplomatic efforts



The actions of Russian Federation

in the international arena taken in

order to gain support for its

operations, eg the recognition of

Abkhazia's and South Ossetia's

independence.



Recognition of

independence of quasistates by the countries that

are full actors in the

international arena.



Bilateral agreements



RF's unwillingness to start

Attempts to apply pressure

negotiations on a new contract

for their own benefit.

concerning gas supply to Moldova.



Taking actions in the frontier

conflict areas



Introduction of Russian disputes

forces in the disputed areas of the

post-Soviet territory while

supporting politically one of the

sides - Stationing of Russian

military forces in Abkhazia, while

abolishing RF's trade and financial

restrictions against the quasi-state

mentioned above.



Intimidating by suspension of Ukraine, June 2014 – suspension

energy resources supply

of gas supply



Possibility of controling

the situation in the

territory and of

destabilizing the region.



Applying pressure for their

own benefit. Discrediting

Ukraine as a transit

country.



Source: Own elaboration.

Table 1 shows several possible means in which Russia is applying direct an indirect pressure on the post-Soviet countries, taking into account different areas

of activity. Without a doubt every instrument of pressure is aimed at achieving

the intended benefits, with the most important thing being to restore and maintain an exclusive sphere of influence of the Russian Federation. The potential

consequences of the described activities cited in the table 1 are elements of
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strategy and not just a certain tactic. Therefore, the possible results of pressure developed by the author is just a starting point for a further exploration of this

topic.



2. RUSSIAN FEDERATION’S POLICY TOWARDS GEORGIA

AFTER 1991 AS AN ELEMENT OF THE RENAISSANCE OF

RUSSIAN IMPERIALISM

Since the disintegration of USSR, Russia plays the role of mediator in every conflict on the post-Soviet territory. It participated in the creation of agreements

that were supposed to guarantee peace between the contending sides and appointed itself a role of the main guarantor of the adopted agreements. In theory,

RF, due to its geographical position and historical factors, may be the best

mediator, familiar with the specifics of the region. In practice, because, precisely,

of the historical ground, which places the interests of the RF in many countries

of the post-Soviet area, Russia may not always act in the best interests of the

sides directly involved in the conflict, but for its own benefit 8.

Antagonisms which escalated in Georgia in the 90s have become an

area of Russian political and military (and, further, economic and financial)

involvement. On the one hand, Russia has adopted the role of mediator and, on

the other, acted in accordance with its national interests. This bipolarity in Moscow's actions made it possible to freeze the Georgian-Abkhaz and GeorgianOssetian conflict and gave Russia the opportunity to control them according to

its needs and to the dynamically changing geopolitical situation in the Caucasus

region.

As a result of the Russian-Georgian armed conflict in 2008, Russian

Federation recognized the independence of two quasi-states - Abkhazia and

South Ossetia. In fact, both of them do not recognize the central government

in Tbilisi, strengthening in this way the attributes of their own statehood. De



M. Rutkowski, Kwestia Abchazji w stosunkach rosyjsko-gruzińskich po rozpadzie ZSRR, Wrocławskie

Studia Erazmiańskie. Zeszyty Studenckie, 2/2009, Wrocław.

8
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jure, according to international law, the territories of Abkhazia 9 and Tskhinvali10

Region (South Ossetia) are still within the borders of Georgia. There is no doubt

that both entities could not exist without a great help of human and financial

resources sent from Moscow.

The situation in Abkhazia and the one in South Ossetia radically differ

from each other. Ossetians as a nation have always favored Russia and they are

the only nation in the Caucasus which did not object to Moscow for centuries.

Ossetians have always dreamed of joining their land to Russia and fusing it with

ethnically fraternal North Ossetia. The authorities in Tskhinvali are almost entirely composed of people sent from Russia and their budget is in approx. 98 %

covered by financial subsidies from Moscow. Ossetia expresses its statehood in

the form of legislatives, executive, courts, stamps and armed forces, among others. To manifest its bond with Russia Ossetians introduced Moscow time within

their territory. Geographical location of South Ossetia in the central-north of

the Georgia's territory creates many possibilities for geopolitical operations and

destabilization of Georgia. That state of affairs can be and, actually, is used by

the state supporting it, that is the Russian Federation.

Relations between Abkhazians and Russians have never been as good

as these between Russians and Ossetians, however, in the late 80s and early 90s

of the 20th century, when the geopolitical situation led to the independence of

the Republic of Georgia and when the Soviet Union still had a chance of survival, the Abkhazians hoped for greater opportunities of self-governance of their

own territory within the USSR. Therefore, in 1989 in Sukhumi a resolution on

the exit of Abkhazia from Georgia and its joining the Russian SFSR was passed.

This situation put great strain between Sukhumi and Tbilisi and it was an expression of Abkhazia's firm policy aimed at the advancement in separatism or at

joining the Russian state structures. Another act of separation was the declaration of sovereignty of Abkhazia presented in August 1990 and the restoration

of the Constitution of Abkhazia from 1925, which in its content does not refer

to any kind of relation between the Abkhazians and Georgia. Described events

The official name of this quasi-state is the Republic of Abkhazia (in Abkhazian language – Apsny),

however, according to the international law, Abkhazia is an autonomous republic and a part of

Georgia, with a name of the Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia. For the needs of this article, the

author applies terms Abkhazia and Republic of Abkhazia, which are not quite politically and legally

correct (concerning international law).

10 The official name of this quasi-state is the Republic of South Ossetia, however, the Georgian

authorities consider this area an occupied territory and call it - Tskhinvali Region. For the needs of

this article, the author uses a not quite politically correct but popular term South Ossetia.

9
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along with Georgia's unstable internal situation, led to the outbreak of an armed

conflict in which participated, despite the declarations of neutrality, the Russian

Federation, whose participation in the conflict was a result of a geopolitical calculation. Russians support Abkhazia if such attitude can benefit them in a short

or long term. Abkhazians, due to the external isolation of their territory and the

pressure of its northern neighbor, do not reject such aid. The Republic of

Abkhazia possesses the attributes of a well-developed statehood, ie. the constitution, the legislature, the executive, the judiciary, armed forces, postage stamps

and the state media11.

In the mid-90s, as a result of the beginning of the conflict (operations)

in Chechnya against the internal separatism, Russia ceased to support the

Abkhazians because of the fear of possible voices that could accuse its actions

of hypocrisy - Russia would support Abkhazian separatism in Georgia but oppose to Chechen separatism in the RF. However, when at the beginning of the

twenty-first century, the Chechen secession was more or less controled and

when in Georgia, as a result of the so-called Rose Revolution, there was a change

of power that actually changed the direction of Georgia's foreign policy to a proWestern one and led to the beginning of modernization and reformation of the

country, Russia once more began to support Abkhazia because of the changing

geopolitical situation.

The attempt to unite the georgian land under the aegis of the central

government in Tbilisi, totally or in the form of a certain autonomies of Abkhazia

and South Ossetia, became one of the many factors escalating the Russian-Georgian conflict in 2008, the consequence of which was the recognition of the independence of the above quasi-states by the Russian Federation's authorities.



3. RUSSIAN-ABKHAZIAN TREATY OF ALLIANCE AND

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP VS. RUSSIAN-OSSETIAN TREATY

OF ALLIANCE AND INTEGRATION

On 13 October 2014 RF presented to Abkhazia a draft of a new treaty based on

cooperation and integration, primarily in the fields of foreign policy, defense and

the economic and social space. It was supposed to replace the previous treaty of



W. Górecki, Konflikty zbrojne na obszarze postradzieckim. Stan obecny, perspektywy uregulowania.

Konsekwencje, Prace Ośrodka Studiów Wschodnich nº 9, Warsaw 2003, p. 21.

11
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friendship, cooperation and mutual assistance signed by Sukhumi and Moscow

on 17 September 2008 - shortly after the so-called August war. The initial content

of the agreement was so unsatisfactory for Abkhazia that the Prime Minister of

the quasi-state W Delba said that in its current form, [the project] was not acceptable.

However, in the end of October the authorities in Sukhumi sent back the text

of the agreement together with the amendments. Shortly after that, on 24

November 2014, a new agreement of the Russian Federation and Abkhazia on

alliance and strategic partnership was adopted.

While working on a new Abkhazian-Russian treaty, the head of the

presidential administration of the quasi-state South Ossetia declared that Moscow and Tskhinvali were also working on a new enhanced integration agreement,

which would raise the bilateral relations between the two countries to a newquality level, first and foremost in the military field. On 10 December 2014, the

president of the quasi-state of South Ossetia Leonid Tibilov said that he proposed Moscow a deeper integration of South Ossetia with Russia, including potential incorporation. A new treaty on alliance and integration between RF and

South Ossetia was signed on 18 March 2015, and its substance is very similar to

the Abkhazian-Russian agreement, which significantly strengthens the cooperation of both entities, but does not lead to absorption of the quasi-states by Russia.

The following part of the Chapter 3 includes an extensive (but not

comprehensive) record of the final content of the two treaties, which have been

placed in tables divided into 7 thematic areas complemented by the comparison

between each other and the author's commentary.

Table 2. Official name of the treaty

Russian-Abkhazian treaty

TREATY OF ALLIANCE AND

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP



Russian-Ossetian treaty

TREATY OF ALLIANCE AND

INTEGRATION



Source: Own elaboration.

Originally, the name of the Russian-Abkhaz treaty proposed by Moscow, was

an agreement on alliance and integration; however, the word integration, which means

a process of forming a unit out of its components 12 (according to the Polish Language

Integracja, Słownik Języka Polskiego PWN (SJP PWN),

http://sjp.pwn.pl/sjp/integracja;2561723.html

12
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Dictionary PWN), could be interpreted as RF's attempt to incorporate

Abkhazia. Therefore, in the final text of the treaty, having accepted the amendment of the Sukhumi authorities, the word integration was replaced by partnership

which is defined by the Polish Language Dictionary as an equal treatment between

each other13.

By imposing on Abkhazia a treaty on integration, Russia once again set

an example of an attempt to treat with superiority and not equality a state which

is recognized by RF as independent. This choice of vocabulary used in the

international agreements is not accidental, and the subtle differences in the definitions of the words give the treaties a different tone and opportunities to strain

its meaning.

The authorities of South Ossetia did not have this kind of nomenclature remarks which may be due to: 1) the fact that it was South Ossetia that

proposed signing of a new treaty, so it is Tskhinvali that desires a deeper integration with the RF, and even incorporation mentioned by the president Tibilov;

2) the fact that the South Ossetian authorities are fully subordinate to Moscow

and their puppet government will agree to any Kremlin's proposal; 3) South

Ossetia's residents' support of deepening the cooperation with Russia, expressed

in a treaty.

Table 3. Defense and security

Russian-Abkhazian treaty



Russian-Ossetian treaty



a common space of security and defense

a common space of security and defense

(unification of the system of command, control,

logistics and earnings of the Abkhazian and

Russian army within three years after the treaty

entered into force; Russia makes a commitment to

bear the costs of these changes); modernization

of Abkhazian Armed Forces – commitment made

by both sides (within 3 years);

the agreement provides for delivery of modern

weapons by RF to Abkhazian AF

collective defense - a military attack on one of the collective defense - a military attack on one

countries will require the necessary assistance

of the countries will require the necessary

(including military) of the second signatory

assistance (including military) of the second

signatory

the Joint Group of Armed Forces composed of



Russian Federation will ensure the defense



(seen: 03 December 2014).

13 Partnerstwo, Słownik Języka Polskiego PWN, http://sjp.pwn.pl/sjp/partnerstwo;2570791.html

(seen: 03 December 2014).
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the units of the Armed Forces of Abkhazia and

and security of the Republic of South

FR under unified command, with the exclusivity

Ossetia, including the protection and

of Russia to appoint a commander during a war

security of the state border of South Ossetia

or in a situation of an imminent threat of

aggression;

the Abkhazian side appoints the deputy

commander during a war or in a situation of an

imminent threat of aggression;

in times of peace, the commander of the Joint

Group of Armed Forces should be chosen on a

rotating basis by Russian and Abkhazian side;

in times of peace, the Joint Group of Armed

Forces' units will be subordinate to so called

Operational Group, consisted of Russia and

Abkhazia representatives;

the decisions regarding the use of the Joint Group

of Armed Forces on the territory of Abkhazia

should be agreed with the Supreme Commander

of the Armed Forces of Abkhazia, that is, with

the president of the quasi-state;

a common defense infrastructure should be

created in order to ensure the action of the Joint

Group of Armed Forces through separate military

facilities in Abkhazia and RF

Abkhazia's residents that are RF's citizens (the

majority owns a Russian passport) are given the

possibility of joining the ranks of the RF Armed

Forces

the Common Information and Coordination

Centre of the law enforcement authorities in

order to counteract organized crime and other

serious crimes on the Republic of Abkhazia and

Russian Federation territories; it will also be

responsible for the prosecution of the people

sought in Russia and Abkhazia;

the Centre, apart from coordinating the two sides,

should provide to the law enforcement authorities

in Abkhazia an organizing and methodical

assistance in order to enhance its effectiveness;

furthermore, the center should serve as an

information point by collecting, storing,

protecting, analyzing and sharing information

considering the fight against crime; moreover, it

should help to coordinate the joint activities of

the law enforcement authorities to combat crimes

that put the security of both countries at risk;

both sides agreed to co-finance a gradual increase

in salaries of the employees of the Abkhazian

Ministry of Internal Affairs
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the Common Information and Coordination

Centre of the law enforcement authorities in

order to counteract organized crime and

other serious crimes on the Republic of

South Ossetia and Russian Federation

territories; it will also be responsible for the

prosecution of the people sought in Russia

and Ossetia;

the Centre, apart from coordinating the two

sides, should provide to the law enforcement

authorities in Ossetia an organizing and

methodical assistance in order to enhance its

effectiveness;

furthermore, the center should serve as an

information point by collecting, storing,

protecting, analyzing and sharing

information considering the fight against

crime; moreover, it should help to

coordinate the joint activities of the law

enforcement authorities to combat crimes

that put the security of both countries at

risk;

both sides agreed to co-finance a gradual



CONFLICT AND TRANSFORMATION

increase in salaries of the employees of the

Ossetian Ministry of Internal Affairs



Source: Own elaboration.

The adopted treaty extends the terms of the agreement on a military cooperation

between RF and Abkhazia from 2009, establishing the Abkhazian territory as

the space of common defense and security. The military cooperation is largely

based on unifying the standards of Abkhazian and Russian armies, so that ultimately the forces of both states constitute a collective body. This involves 1)

collective defense, that is a Russian-Abkhaz copy of the article 5. of the Washington

Treaty that determines that a military attack on one of the states will demand

the essential help (including military) of the other signatory, 2) creation of the

Joint Group of Armed Forces of RF and Abkhazia compound of Russian and

Abkhazian units, using the common defense infrastructure belonging to both

states in the initial attempt of forcing the RF's idea concerning the liquidation

of the Abkhazian army and replacing it by the Common Armed Forces, which

would administer all Abkhazian military infrastructure.

The treaty, despite moderating its original version, when signed, gives

the Russian army (already stationing in Abkhazia) even more opportunities to

operate within the quasi-state. Another aspect worthy of mentioning is a rotating

command of the Common Armed Forces in the times of peace and a Russian

command during a war and a situation of danger which has not been specified

in the adopted document and can be interpreted in any way whatsoever. Moreover, the agreement pledges RF to modernize Abkhazian army.

One the significant points regarding security is Russia's proposal of

creating the Common Information and Coordination Centre of the law enforcement authorities in order to counteract organized crime and other serious crimes

on the Republic of Abkhazia and Russian Federation territories.

The Russian-Ossetian treaty on defense and security is in many points

identical with the Russian-Abkhaz agreement, although the first and most important difference is that the government in Tskhinvali accepted to pass the duty

of defense of the South Ossetia's territory to RF's Armed Forces within the

common space of security and defense. However, the already existing Ossetian

armed forces are presumed to be included into the Russian army stationing in

the South Ossetia's territory. According to the signed agreement, protection and

security of the Georgian-Ossetian border will also be a responsibility of RF's
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Armed Forces (RFAF). Nevertheless, in contrary to the Russian-Abkhaz agreement, the Russian-Ossetian treaty does not allow the possibility for Ossetian

citizens to join the ranks of RF's Armed Forces. Certainly, because of the inclusion of Ossetian army into the Russian army structures, there is no such need

and Ossetian citizens will be able to join the ranks of RFAF with no problem,

in view of the fact that almost 100% of the South Ossetia's citizens have also

RF's passport. The question of the collective defense and the Common Information and Coordination Centre has been resolved in the same way as in the

Russian-Abkhaz treaty.

Table 4. Protection and defense of state borders

Russian-Abkhaz Treaty



Russian-Ossetian Treaty



total freedom in the transfer of people, equipment,

services, capital, etc. between RF and Abkhazia, while

indicating the possibility of introducing restrictions

imposed for security reasons



free border – although indicating the

possibility of introducing restrictions

imposed for security reasons



Russian aid in a joint protection of all land and maritime

borders of the separatist region (within 2 years);

furthermore, Moscow and Suchumi have been pledged

to provide the necessary technical and engineering

infrastructure on the Abkhazian-Georgian border



Source: Own elaboration.

The agreement on alliance and strategic partnership removes controls on the

border between Abkhazia and Russia, while creating an Abkhazian-Russian border service to control the border with Georgia, the incomplete protection of

which could threaten the interests of Russia, in the view of the possible inflows

to Abkhazia, because of the freedom of travelling and of transfering services,

equipment and capital. What is more, Abkhazian authorities obliged Russia to

help with the protection of the quasi-state's maritime border.

The agreement on alliance and integration stresses that the border

between South Ossetia and Russia remains open, without the need of control

for security reasons. In the table above concerning protection and defense, the

author stated that the protection of the Ossetian-Georgian border – the only

closed border of the South Ossetia quasi-state, is a Russian Federation Armed

Forces' responsibility that, de facto, since almost 2 years has been separating the

territories of Georgia and South Ossetia along the barbed wire border which

mapping is still not resolved.
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Table 5. Legislature, citizenship

Russian-Abkhaz Treaty

standardisation of the Abkhazian customs

law, according to the Eurasian Economic

Union regulations (within 3 years)



Russian-Ossetian Treaty

standardisation of the Ossetian customs law,

according to the Customs Union



adaptation of the budget and fiscal law to the

Russian regulations (within 3 years)

simplification of the citizenship granting

procedures:

- Russian citizenship for the Abkhazians



simplification of the citizenship granting

procedures:

- Ossetian citizenship for the Russians,

- Russian citizenship for the Ossetians;

no legal obstacles for the Russians permanently

living in South Ossetia and for the Ossetians

permanently residing in Russia



adaptation of the education law to the

Russian legislature (within 3 years)



Russian Federation supports the Republic of

South Ossetia in the development of education

and science



additional clause implies Russia's help in the

implementation of programmes for the

development of the Abkhazian language



RF has the intention of helping South Ossetia in

implementation of programmes for the

development of the Ossetian culture, arts,

sports, turism and also language



Source: Own elaboration.

The treaty unifies the Abkhazian law with the RF (Eurasian Economic Union)

legislation in the fields of customs, budget and fiscal law and education. The

original RF's proposal included a simplification of the procedures of granting

the Abkhazian citizenship to the Russians and Russian citizenship to the Abkhazians. The Suchumi authorities firmly opposed to the appliance of the simplified

precedure of granting Abkhazian citizenship to the Russians for fear of redemption of the land by the Black Sea, which so far, according to the relevant law,

may have been acquired only by the citizens of Abkhazia. Abkhazian authorities,

because of the unification of the educational system, decided to include in the

treaty a note about additional financial outlay destined (within the Russian aid)

for the realization of the programmes for the development of Abkhazian language, in order to maintain their own national values and to show reluctance

regarding any attempt to denationalize the Abkhazians.

The Russian-Ossetian treaty unifies the customs law of South Ossetia

with the legislation of the Customs Union and educational law with the Russian

legislation, while supporting the development and science in South Ossetia and

Ossetian language. Moreover, it determines (without specifying) the possibility
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of simplifying the procedures of granting the Ossetian citizenship to the Russians and Russian citizenship to the Ossetians (although, at present, nearly every

South Ossetian citizen has Russian citizenship). An important point relates to

the lack of contraindications for permanent residence of the RF's citizens on the

South Ossetia's territory and vice versa.

Table 6. Social care, health care and retirements

Russian-Abkhaz Treaty



Russian-Ossetian Treaty



support for the social and economic

development of the Repulbic of Abkhazia



RF's aid for de development of the social and

investment programmes;

economic development of the Republic of

South Ossetia



increase in salaries in the health, education, social

care and culture sectors to the level of an

average salary received in a similar position in

the Southern Federal District of RF;

Russia's commitment to co-finance the increase;

When the treaty enters into force, Russia and

Abkhazia will have three months to sign a

separate agreement which will include a detailed

schedule and the system of financing the actions



increase in salaries for the employees of

central and local government institutions to

the level of an average salary received in a

similar position in the Southern Federal

District of RF (Russia's commitment to cofinance the increase);

When the treaty enters into force, Russia and

South Ossetia will have 6 months to sign a

separate agreement which will include a

detailed schedule and the system of financing

the actions



a gradual increase in the retirement benefits for

Russian citizens permanently residing in the

territory of Abkhazia (RF's participation in the

costs);

within 3 years - bringing the monthly pension to

the level existing in the Southern Federal District

of RF;

increase in retirement benefits starting on 1

January 2015.



Ensuring growth of the retirement benefits

from 2016 for the Russian citizens

permanently living on the South Ossetia's

territory



Introducing the obligation of social insurance

against accidents at work and occupational

diseases; social benefits for people

temporarily unable to work, the disabled and

pregnant women (within 2 years; RF's

participation in the costs)



Source: Own elaboration.

The original RF's proposal concerning economic and social policy was based on

creation of a common social and economic space in which Abkhazia puts a great interest, but similarly to case of the name of the treaty, also here some remarks were
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made regarding the name common, which (according to the Polish Language Dictionary) means belonging to many people or the same for many people14. Because of the

possible ambiguous interpretation of the word, it was decided to maintain the

general text about supporting the social and economic development of the Republic of

Abkhazia, that leaves no doubt as to the entity that will be supported and independent in its actions. The treaty includes a significant increase in salaries in the

health care, education, social care and culture sectors, to the level of an average

salary in the Southern Federal District of RF (SFD RF). Furthermore, it indicates

an increase of retirement benefits for the RF's citizens (more than 80% of

Abkhazia's citizens hold also a Russian passport) to the level of a monthly

benefits in the SFD RF.

The Russian-Ossetian treaty includes similar contents that the RussianAbkhaz one, namely regarding the question of the social care, health care and

retirement benefits, it institutes a continuation of Russian help to Ossetia in

terms of economic development and social and investment programmes. Nota

bene, if in the future South Ossetia was able to maintain itself economically (to

a certain extent), there would be a necessity of a new strategy concerning the

financing of the industry and agriculture on the quasi-state territory. Today, in

the region endures on a substistence economy and the majority of the industrial

companies do not operate.

What is more, the treaty establishes an increase in salaries for the employees of central and local government, which involves a raise of standard of

living of state employees, but no of the ordinary citizens of South Ossetia. The

subsequent provision again does not concern the citizens of South Ossetia, but

the Russians living on Ossetia's territory that, since January 2016, will get a raise

in retirement benefits. The most important point referring to social affairs is

making the social security contributions and social benefits obligatory, what can

influence the health and security of the quasi-state residents.

Table 7. Foreign policy

Russian-Abkhaz Treaty



Russian-Ossetian Treaty



Russia's commitment to undertake diplomatic Russia's commitment to undertake diplomatic

efforts aimed at wider international recognition efforts aimed at wider international recognition

of Abkhazia's independence

of Ossetian's independence

RF's assistance in creating conditions for



RF's assistance in creating conditions for



14 Wspólnej,



Słownik Języka Polskiego PWN, http://sjp.pwn.pl/sjp/wspólny;2538003

(seen: 03 December 2014).
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Abkhazia's membership in international

organizations



Ossetian's membership in international

organizations



coordinated foreign policy is based on taking

into account the mutual interests in different

areas and on informing about the measures

taken



coordinated foreign policy



creating conditions for a full-fledged

participation of Abkhazia in integration

projects in the post-Soviet area, executed on

the initiative and/or with the Russian

Federation assistance



creating conditions for a full-fledged

participation of Ossetia in integration projects

in the post-Soviet area, executed on the

initiative and/or with the Russian Federation

assistance



Source: Own elaboration.

The last important issue covered in the Russian-Abkhazian/Ossetian treaty is

foreign policy. RF committed itself to undertake diplomatic efforts aimed at

recognition of Abkhazia's and South Ossetia's independence in the international

arena. Moreover, the country offered help in creating conditions for membership of the quasi-states in international organizations. These promises may, but

are not bound to remain just a paper declaration. The measure of their realization does not depend on Russia's actions because of the international situation

of Abkhazia and South Ossetia. This allows to conclude that RF's authorities,

without actually having attempted to fulfil their promises, can affirm at the

political level that they did everything within their powers, but it did not work.

RF's proposal regarding jointly agreed foreign policy, in the case of the

Russian-Abkhaz treaty met with a negative reaction of Suchumi authorities,

mostly because of the words used. The word common was replaced by coordinated

foreign policy, but just when describing the issues of a common interest.

Furthermore, Abkhazia proposed to include the possibility of its participating in

the international initiatives on the post-Soviet territory, which are executed with

the help of RF. Both proposals were accepted by RF and then formed parta of

the Russian-Ossetian agreement.

The governments in Suchumi and Tskhinvali can see a membership in

the post-Soviet integration projects as an attempt to legitimate the Abkhazian

and South Ossetian authority, as a possibility to establish a diplomatic relationship, etc. There is concern that the countries recognized in the international

arena can be not interested in accepting Abkhazia and South Ossetia as members

of their organizations, believing that Abkhazia and South Ossetia will act

according to the guidelines sent by Moscow and this state of affairs, with the

principle that every country has one vote, puts Russia in a priviledged position.
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Table 8. Treaty period

Russian-Abkhaz Treaty

this agreement was concluded for 10 years

and is automatically renewed for successive

five- year periods unless one of the

Contracting Parties declares by a written

notice that they want it canceled, having

regard to the deadline, that is, at least six

months before the date of its extension;



Russian-Ossetian Treaty

this agreement was concluded for 25 years and is

automatically renewed for successive ten- year

periods unless one of the Contracting Parties

declares by a written notice that they want it

canceled, having regard to the deadline, that is, at

least year before the date of its extension;



Source: Own elaboration.

The last issue concerning both treaties is their duration period which is significantly different. A reason for this may be (and probably is) the ability of forcing

these periods amongst Suchumi's and Tskhinvali's authorities and both quasistates' citizens. The author states that South Ossetia is a quasi-state more

dependent on Moscow, and the authorities in Tskhinvali largely consists of people sent from Russia. That is why a long agreement period has been accepted,

also taking into account, that the Ossetian society would not object to unify their

territory with RF and, mainly, with the North Ossetia. Abkhazia is a different

matter, as its citizens do not want to be submissive to Kremlin.



CONCLUSION

Russian Federation's role of a mediator involved in mitigating the conflicts in

the post-Soviet area allowed the country to freeze many conflicts and, at a later

point in time, to interfere in their course by supporting one of the sides to its

own benefit. Thanks to its hypocritical attitude in multilateral relations, RF

intends to reconstruct its great power status. Most frequently, in conflicts

located in the post-Soviet area, Russia supports the entities that are not recognized in the international arena and, because of their international, legal and

existencial (refering to society and state institutions) status, submit to RF's

manipulative efforts relatively easily.

Year 2014 very clearly shows that Russia in its foreign policy vel superpower policy acts in flexibly and comprehensively on many levels and in different post-Soviet regions. During 2013 and 2014 Russia was (as it is now) destabilizing the situation in Ukraine by the annexation of the Crimea or supporting

the separatist aspirations of the eastern Ukraine. In 2014 and 2015 it has been
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destabilizing the internal situation of Georgia by firming two treaties with etities

that are not recognized in the international arena – Abkhazia and South Ossetia.

However, in order to sign a treaty on alliance and strategic partnership between

RF and Abkhazia, it is very probable that Russia interfered in Abkhazia's internal

situation in the first half of 2014, what led to the resignation of the then president of the quasi-state and to ennounce early president elections which were

won by a pro-Russian polititian – R. Khajimba, who accepted the treaty proposed by Russia15.

Were RF's actions towards Ukraine and Georgia accidental? The unstable situation on the Ukraine's territory began after announcing that the then

president Viktor Yanukovych, contrary to the Ukrainian society, was not going

to sign the association agreement with the UE, what led to intense protests. Not

signing the agreement (by V. Yanukovych who escaped to Russia) led to internal

unstability of the country and, in consequence, to the annexation of the Crimea

by Russia and to rising of the separatist demands in eastern Ukraine, fomented

from the eastern abroad. In June 2014, Georgia signed the association agreement

with the UE and adopted a new concept of extended cooperation with NATO

what provoked RF to action, as reflected in the words of the RF's Minister of

Foreign Affairs – Georgia can expect punishment for such decisions.

The Russian-Abkhaz and Russian-Ossetian treaties are very worrying

but we should wait and see how the situation will delevop, remembering that

the majority of the provisions included in these international agreements have

to be regulated in the following months by separate agreements. Will it ever

come to pass? Will the rise in subsidies be realized? A parallel situation concerning financing took place last year in Crimea which had been incorporated to RF.

At that time, in the flashlight, a huge government subsidies were promised, and

a few months after that the RF's president V. Putin cut the promised subsidies

by 30%. That is why we should ponder over the real purpose of Russia's actions.

Abkhazia had no real possibility to reject the treaty and South Ossetia will gladly

accept any treaty binding it with the northern neighbor. Thanks to signing the

treaty on alliance and strategic partnership and the treaty on alliance and integration, Russia has led to an escalation of the political crisis in Georgia, which

15 J. Marczuk, Abchaska wiosna – jak Rosja wygasiła rewolucję w quasi-państwie,

http://wiadomosci.wp.pl/title,Abchaska-wiosna-jak-Rosja-wygasila-rewolucje-w-quasipanstwie,wid,16663176,wiadomosc.html (seen: 05 December 2014); M. Falkowski, Rosyjska Polityka

Sąsiedztwa: casus Abchazji, Ośrodek Studiów Wschodnich,

www.osw.waw.pl/pl/publikacje/analizy/2014-11-26/rosyjska-polityka-sasiedztwa-casus-abchazji

(seen: 05 December 2014).
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includes, de jure, Abkhazia and South Ossetia. Pro-Western United National

Movement (the ex-president M. Saakashvili's party) critisized the Georgian

Dream coalition's goverment for allowing the incorporation of Abkhazia as a consequence of the over-permissive policy towards RF. On the other hand, the proRussian parties accused the Tbilisi authorities of too much of pro-Western policy due to which Russia deepened its relations with Abkhazia. After signing the

international agreement with Abkhazia, the work on the treaty with Ossetia was

announced. The aim of such separation in time of the Abkhazian and Ossetian

questions was probably to gradually generate tension and destabilization of

Georgia16.

There is no doubt that the operations in Georgia and Ukraine are an

element of Russian neo-imperialism that is manifested on many levels, including

political and military, as well as financial and economic. Next step towards Russian settlement on Georgia's territory is a significant threat for the country's vital

interests and creates a challenge as to garantee security for, for example, the

Georgians living in Abkhazia. The new treaty will impede the dialogue about the

normalization of the Russian-Georgian, Abkhaz-Georgian and Ossetian-Georgian relations. Undoubtedly, Russia is and, through its actions will be a regional

superpower with constantly increasing influence in sovereign states of the postSoviet area, but does RF need to become a global power? It seems that yes - for

the needs of the internal propaganda; in the international perspective, however,

not necessarily.



16 M.



Falkowski, op. cit.
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ABSTRACT

The main aim of this article is to explore ideology, language and values of the

Polish extreme right. The key to the success of the contemporary extreme right

seems to be on the one hand a common European front of the nationalist

groups and political parties, and on the other hand the contemporary language

of the extreme right groups. In the past, radical nationalist movements in their

communication employed radial slogans and rhetoric. Today they adopted the

language of the mainstream but its semantics has changed.

The article is a proposal for the research of the systems of values using

corpus linguistics tools and methods. Analyzing communication and language

of the Polish extreme right the author tries to answer the following questions:

what are the core ideological concepts of the Polish nationalist movements; and

what are their values. The author referenced to the constructivist and system

theories, and conceptions of the linguistic worldviews.



CONFLICT AND TRANSFORMATION



1. Introduction

Everyday communication is strongly correlated with particular values ascribed

to individual utterances. These values are negotiated during cognitive processes

and they determine not only the perception of “reality”, but also translate to our

communicational behaviours. You cannot speak without valuating. This stems

from the fact – as Michał Głowiński (1986: 180) states – that words, idioms,

collocations etc. which are employed in communication are saturated with values, and with all certainty, they do not remain neutral.

The main aim of this article is to present the possibility of examination

of the value systems from a communicational perspective. Therefore two substantial questions need to be answered: What are values from the perspective of

the communication theory? How to examine the values of larger social groups?

From the communicational perspective, when we try to examine the values, like

in the case of this research, which concentrated on the communication of the

Polish contemporary extreme right, we are not dealing with values of single

individuals, or with the sum of values of all participants of these groups. This

notion is, in fact, relevant to all social groups. For example, politicians during

election campaign always refer to the particular sets of values, which are declared

as significant to them. Yet when they are elected, their actions, especially in the

case of voting under the pressure of party discipline, often contradict their previously declared system of values. Their actions result from the logic of the political party system, i.e., the actions of each politician should serve the realization

of party goals. These actions are, therefore, directed at preserving interests

and/or the internal stability of the party. This is how we reach the starting point,

which is a claim proposed by Talcott Parsons, that values are goals, which the

systems want to achieve (Fleischer 2010: 19-20). The author believes, that in the

case of communication research processes, values should be investigated from

the systems theory perspective.

The area of research should be therefore transferred from the matter

of the individual's values, located to a great extent in the tradition of philosophy,

towards the process of identifying elements which are responsible for controlling the particular system, which are, in this perspective, the constituents of values of a certain system. As Ludwig von Bertalanffy (1972:39-40) wrote, one of

the elements of the philosophy of systems is the relation between the human

and his world. This, in the philosophical discourse is called value. In our case we

will have tackle the problem from the perspective of the relation between the
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system and its environment, in the Niklas Luhmann's (1995) sense. The system

here is to be understood as a group of elements conjugated to each other in such

a fashion, that they form a certain entity which can be distinguished in a given

environment (Siciński 1978: 13).



2. Systems, Communication and Language

The starting point of the systems theory is the assumption that “the whole is

more than the sum of parts”, i.e., “constitutive characteristics are not explainable

from the characteristics of isolated parts. The characteristics of the complex,

therefore, compared to those of the elements, appear as 'new' or 'emergent'. If,

however, we know the total of parts contained in a system and the relations

between them, the behaviour of the system may be derived from the behaviour

of the parts” (Bertalanffy 1968: 55). An important feature of the systems is their

stability. While functioning, the system creates its own peculiar structure, which

is based on relations of its elements. This creates a “personality” of the system,

which guarantees system’s preservation. The exchange of particular elements

does not result in change in system’s “personality” (Laszlo 1978).

Adopted here Niklas Luhmann’s (1995) communicational perspective,

assumes that social systems are operationally closed (they reproduce their own

elements) but informationally open (they can scan the environment and process

information) and they function as a communicational systems. The core of

Luhmann’s concept is the distinction between the system and the environment,

and thus the distinction of self-reference and other-reference. The concept of

autopoiesis, invented by biologists (see Maturana, Varela, Uribe 1974), was

adopted by Luhmann for the benefit of his own theory, according to which the

social system is autopoietic and self-referential - “communications refer to past

communications and anticipate future ones” (Matuszek 2014: 18, my translation).

Luhmann’s social systems are functional systems, which emerge as a

result of actions aimed at reducing the complexity of the world. As Henk de

Berg (1997: 143) vividly describes: „Metaphorically speaking, complexity is reduced by being sliced up, cut into manageable pieces, but then pops up in a new

shape in the different pieces. Science, for example, differentiates into disciplines,

which in turn are faced with complexity they must put in a manageable form,

and so on.” Although the structure of data is important, it remains in the shadow
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of relations, which are the basis of establishing, stabilizing and reproduction of

individual systems.

In result, as Luhmann suggests, we have to do with various communicational systems: political, economic, legal etc. Each of them creates their own

communications via appropriate structuring of communication with using the

specific binary code (see Luhmann 1995), which is responsible for the process

of reduction of complexity. „Everything that appears on the 'screen' of a system

necessarily appears in terms of the system-specific code” (Berg 1997: 145-146).

The operational closeness of the systems causes their inability to influence one

another, however their informational openness makes it possible to scan the

environment and process the information (within theirs distinctive binary

codes). „Political system may prohibit the use of nuclear energy but how, and

whether the economic system then continues to operates depends exclusively

on the economic system” (Berg 1997: 146).

Luhmann’s system theory – as Berg assumes – is a theory of contingency, which assumes „that every social action or event is always a selection

from range of possibilities and that, therefore, reality could have been, and can

be, different” […] „A system maintains a boundary between its own reduced

complexity and the overcomplexity of the environment. From this perspective,

structures do not count as given but are seen as contingent, that is, basically

variable, contributions to the ongoing process of reduction of complexity” (Berg

1997: 141).

As we could see, although the structure of systems is still important, it

remains in the shadow of relations, which are the basis of establishing, stabilizing

and reproduction of individual systems. The problem of structure occurs in reference to „the problem of double contingency”, pointed out by Talcott Parsons,

and which stems from the open character of social systems. The structure is

understood here as „generalized expectations” or, as Siegfried J. Schmidt put it,

„expectation of expectations” (Schmidt 2008: 67). The following Berg's quote

will be helpful to explain this issue (1997: 143): “When a person uses a tool or a

piece of machinery she will have a certain expectations regarding this thing

which can guide her behaviour. But when the same person interacts with another person she is dealing not with a thing but with someone who in turn has

expectations. In this situation, what is needed is not simply expectations but

expectations of expectations”.

By assuming therefore, that each social system produces its own codes

and its characteristic semantics, the meaning of the particular words and phrases
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is dependent on their meaning within particular systems. Adopted here the constructivist perspective states that communication is a process of creating meanings. As it is pointed out by Schmidt (2004: 2-3), the specified “models of reality” have been constructed by given communities and societies in the course of

history, through the processes of interaction and communication of the particular systems. Models of reality are created on the basis of the “collective

knowledge” of members of the specific communities. “System of distinctions,

constructing the categorical frames of reality model, must be permanently connected with social semantics and with socially sanctioned emotions and standards” (Schmidt 2004: 2, my translation). It should be stressed out that it is not

important to what extent the “models of reality" correspond to actual “reality”.

What is important is that they must fit (in Glasersfeld's sense 1995) to the world

created by given system (community, society, etc.). In the functionally oriented

societies coherent domains of themes and knowledge plus pertinent forms and

modes of communication are elements which are responsible for reduction of

complexity and at the same time constitute the identity of the given system

(Schmidt 1992: 305). In consequence the function of the language is not to transmit information, but it serves as the coordination of behaviours, i.e., it is responsible for production of the consensual sphere of interactions between linguistically interacting systems during the development of a cooperative area of interaction (Schmidt 2006: 206). The language regulates behaviours through creating

distinctions that allow the system to function.

Taking into account the abovementioned, values are understood here

as elements which control the behaviours of a system. As Ervin Laszlo pointed

out – “each action oriented on achieving a goal, is an action oriented on values”

(Laszlo, 124, my translation). The valuation is therefore, a product of inner-systemic operation of the system. The sphere of values is, in consequence, strongly

correlated with the action or the effect of actions. The system undertakes various

(re)actions in response to the “valuating” information derived from the environment. Therefore, values are a strictly subjective sphere, which translates to the

fact that the values/axiological sphere can in no way be considered as constant

and unchanging, but rather a process of constantly adjusting systems of meanings.

Therefore the following definition is proposed: X is a value = X is an

item, which controls the system’s behaviour, provides hierarchy and stabilises

the social system as well as allows the system to realize determined goals.
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3. Methodological Assumptions

How, on such described foundations, the process of reconstruction of system

values can be processed? In order to identify the values of a given social (sub)system, it is necessary not only to investigate the internal network of relations

between particular elements and establish their hierarchy, but also to define the

functions, which the key elements fulfil in its communication. Systems, as

Bertalanffy (1972: 36-37) suggested, are composed of an internal and external

description. The former encompasses the structural description, i.e., the description of the behaviour of the system using the variables which determine the

states of the system and their relationships. The external description is, in turn,

a functional description – “the behaviour of the system is described by its interaction with the environment”.

In order to understand a given group, we should reconstruct the components of their ideological worldview, what is possible through the discourse

analysis. Discourse – after Michael Fleischer (2002: 12) – shall be understood as

a systemic repertoire of signs, which organize and interpret the rules, norms and

values of a specific group, which are correlated with socialisation and culture of

these environments. Discourses are, therefore, necessary and involuntary habits

of expression.

Discourse analysis from this perspective should help find the answer

to the question: What controls the manifestations of the particular systems? The

discourse analysis consists in searching for discursive nuances of given statements, i.e., typical and repeatable features, which differentiate the elements of

the given discourse. It is irrelevant though, what stands behind particular style,

manner of utterance, point of view of person’s statement, but what is important

is what in specific, single manifested utterance indicate at general features typical

for given subculture (Fleischer 2002: 17).

The process of reconstruction of the values of the contemporary extreme right combines: 1) corpus linguistic methods and Anna Wierzbicka's

(1997) key-word concept to reconstruct the 'internal description'; 2) Sinclair's

(2003, 2004) theory of collocation to reconstruct the 'external description' – i.e,

to identify functions the respective key-words perform and to reconstruct theirs

semantics and meanings.

Although the concept of universal semantic units (cf. Wierzbicka 1996)

is not entirely convergent with the systems theory adopted here, nevertheless,

proposed by Wierzbicka concept of the key-words seems to be a significant tool
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for identifying values in the communication of various social and cultural

groups. “'Key words' – as Wierzbicka (1997: 15-16) claims – „are words which

are particularly important and revealing in given culture”, however, “there is no

finite set of such words in a language, and there is no 'objective discovery procedure' for identifying them” (Ibid.: 16).

How we can therefore identify key-words. After Wierzbicka (cf. 1997:

16-17) the following process was adapted: 1) establishing, on the basis of the

frequency list, whether the word in question is a common or marginal; 2) establishing whether the word in question is a the centre of the whole phraseological

cluster; 3) checking if the given word is very frequently used in some specific

domain; 4) Verifying whether the word in question occurs frequently in titles, in

saying etc. As Wierzbicka emphasizes, in some way the concept of the 'key

words' can be perceived as an 'atomistic' approach, however, “'key words' need

not be undertaken in old-fashioned atomistic spirit. On the contrary, some

words can be studied as focal points around which entire cultural domains are

organized. By exploring these focal points in depth we may be able to show the

general organizing principles which lend structure and coherence to a cultural

domain as a whole, and which often have an explanatory power extending across

a number of domains” (Wierzbicka 1997: 16-17).

At the next step, John Sinclair's theory of the 'unit of meaning' was

employed in order to establish the meaning of the key-words. As Sinclair shows

(2004: 25-43), the meaning of the particular word is not and cannot be limited

to the vocabulary definition. The meaning and valuation of the word in communication of the particular groups is strictly correlated with co-occurring

words. “Even words or phrases that on the surface seem to have a rather neutral

or positive meaning can, in some discourse contexts and in occurrence with certain words, express negative value judgements and specific ideological stances”

(Jaworska 2012: 405). According to Van Dijk, Jaworska states (2012: 406) that

“lexical choices (…) are not only evaluative judgements, but also reflect the ideological stance of the user, or the group that she or he represents”. Therefore,

collocations cannot be perceived as ordinary lexical units but as structures which

can determine meanings and a system's communication.

Resuming, key-words which control the process of communication are

being defined here as a particular value or as a component of the particular value.

Semantics of the key-words, reconstructed on the basis of its collocations, establishes functions the particular values fulfil in nationalists' communication.
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4. Contemporary Extreme-Right

How can we define a contemporary extreme-right? Michael Minkenberg (cf.

2000: 170) states that the contemporary radical right has three dimensions.

Firstly, it is an international phenomenon. Secondly, the contemporary rightwing radicalism is a modern phenomenon. “It has undergone a phase of renewal,

as a result of social and cultural modernization shifts in post-war Europe” (Ibid.:

170). The third factor is that contemporary right-wing radicalism is a complex

phenomenon.

Adopted here the concept of the 'extreme right' was proposed by Piero

Ignazi (cf. 2006). As he points out, in this day and age we can list a plenty of

right-wing and far right movements, organizations and parties, but not each of

them can be called radical or, using Ignazi's term, “extreme”. The word “extreme” doesn’t suggest however, that we deal with some kind of illegal or terrorist groups. The word “extreme” refers here to the parties and organizations

which occupy the right-most position of the political spectrum.

As Ignazi indicates, despite the fact that in the ideological programs

and manifests we can find references to the fascist and neo-fascist ideas or thinkers, the present-day extreme right is a completely new and modern type of far

right. Until the 80s of the XXth century, the term “extreme right” was a synonym for neo-fascism, mainly due to a fact, that the only organization being defined with this name was MSI – Movimento Sociale Italiano (Italian Social

Movement), openly referring to the pre-war fascism. New political movements

and radicalisation of some parties in the 80s caused, that the contemporary radical right-wing was born (cf. Ignazi 2006: 2-3).

Basically, “these parties are anti-system as they undermine the (democratic) system’s legitimacy through their discourse and actions. They are fiercely

opposed to the idea of parliamentary representation and partisan conflicts, and

hence they argue for corporatist or, mainly, direct and personalistic mechanisms

of representation; they are against the idea of pluralism because it endangers (the

ideal of ) societal harmony; they are against the universal idea of equality as rights

should be allotted on the basis such elements (race, language, ethnicity); and

finally they are somewhat authoritarian because they conceive supra-individual

and collective authority (State, nation, community) as more important than the

individual one” (Ignazi 2006: 2).

But what is the most important is that nationalist organizations from

different countries are linked, cooperate with each other and influence each
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other, despite the historical resentments. Therefore the British researcher Les

Back defines the ideology of the contemporary extreme-right as “liquid ideologies”, which “are capable of assimilating elements that on the face of it seem

incompatible” (Back 2002).



5. Research Process and Results

The process of reconstruction of the nationalist values was designed in the following way. The first step was to generate four text corpora, three of which were

created on the basis of texts published in zines 1 (printed and distributed in the

independent circulation) which were the key communication tool of Polish subcultures in Poland in the 90s. The first corpus included texts published by the

neo-fascist movements2. The second one encompassed publications of the

right-wing skinheads.3. Finally, the third corpus is a collection of texts published

by radical nationalists. The last, fourth corpus, was constructed on the basis of

the Internet publications of the radical nationalists, published in the years 20072011. In order to enable comparison of results, each corpus consisted of 50

thousand words.

In another step, the frequency lists were generated4, which enabled to

identify the most frequent words occurring in the communication of the particular group. The frequency list can also be treated as a visualization of the hierarchy of the various elements. Subsequently, the process of identification of the

key-words (in Anna Wierzbicka's sense) was conducted, and an analysis of the

dominant contexts of the key-words5 and their collocations was performed6. In



Stephen Duncombe defines zines in the following way (1997: 11-12): “Zines are noncomercial,

nonprofessional, small-circulation magazines which their creator produce, publish, and distribute by

themselves” (About zines and their taxonomy see Duncombe 1997).

2 As a neo-fascist movements I understand groups which call themselves fascists, or more

commonly, national socialists.

3 About the origins of the skinhead subculture, its transformations and types see Brake (1974).

4 Word frequency lists were generated using WordSmith Tools. In the process of analysis of

collocations and words in context (KWIC) the Provalis Research Tools were used.

5 In this paper the analysis was limited to the nouns. However, not all nouns will serve as a value (or

constitute elements of values). For instance, the word year, while serving an important informational

role in a particular sentence, does not contain any valuating meaning. From the final list of nouns,

on the basis of the context analysis, one needs to eliminate these elements which, with all certainty,

do not possess value or valuating qualities.

6 The outcomes presented here include the most commons nouns. Only lexemes which occurred at

least 15 times in corpora were taken into account and lemmatized.

1
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the following table the 15 most frequently occurred lexemes in each corpus were

listed.

Table 1. The first 15 most frequent words in the examined corpora

LP.



NEO-FASCIST

CORPUS

Word



1



f



NATIONALIST

CORPUS

1990s.



SKINHEAD

CORPUS

Word



f



Word



f



NATIONALIST

CORPUS 2007-2011

Word



F



White



153



Skinhead



310



Poland



277



Poland



319



2



People



150



Poland



234



Nation



176



Action



246



3



Poland



140



People



166



People



175



March



121



4



Jude



133



Movement



160



Life



133



Movement



120



5



Skinhead



110



Country



119



Youth



116



Youth



118



6



Race



106



White



100



Pole



100



Activist



102



7



World



83



Concert



89



Organization



92



81



8



Life



78



Group



87



Power



85



People

Natioanlist

(nacjonalista)



9



Nation



78



Nation



82



Group



80



Independence



71



10



Fight



75



Music



77



Movement



78



Organization



67



11



Europe



58



Organization



76



State



61



62



12



Movement



57



Life



72



Generation



57



Manifestation

Nationalist

(narodowiec)



13



Country



55



Band



71



(Eur.) Union



51



Group



53



14



Germany



48



World



66



Fight



49



Police



52



15



Holocaust



41



Beer



52



Law



49



Pole



45



80



58



Source: Own research.

Table 1 portrays two groups of values. First group encompasses items which

seem to be common to the entire nationalist movement: Poland, nation, people

(however in this case the meaning is often reliant on co-occurring words) and

Pole. Second group depicts the characteristics of the given circles. The frequency

lists are, therefore, helpful in the process of identification of the ideological elements and/or conceptual frames, and subsequently to recognize the values (or

components of values). They are also useful in revealing the convergence/divergence between particular corpora. For example, the neo-fascist and

skinhead corpuses possess many common elements. The nationalist and radical

nationalist corpora are expressly different from the two mentioned above. It is
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also evident that there are substantial differences between the dominant elements in the nationalist corpus from the 90s and the one from the first decade

of the XXIth century7.

When we divide the dominants lexemes into particular categories, a

clearer image emerge (see Table 2). Five categories can be distinguished here.

The first one consists of ideological components, which include elements

directly related to the ideological concepts declared by each of the group. The

sphere of identity is to be understood as elements, which are not the carriers of

ideology, but are related to it, and constitute an integral part of the identity of a

given group. The third category relates to the elements connected with the

organizational structure. The fourth sphere includes the elements which relate

to the actions of the studied groups. Finally, in the fifth category the remaining

elements were gathered.

Table. 2. Dominating distinguished categories common to all corpora

NEOFASCIST CORPUS



SKINHEAD CORPUS



IDEOLOGY



FREQ.



IDEOLOGY



FREQ.



WHITE



153



POLAND



234



PEOPLE



150



PEOPLE



166



POLAND



140



COUNTRY



119



JUDE



133



WHITE



100



RACE



106



NATION



82



NATION



78



COUNTRY



55



HOLOCAUST



41



IDENTITY



FREQ.



IDENTITY



FREQ.



SKINHEAD



110



SKINHEAD



310



CONCERT



89



MUSIC



77



BAND



71



BEER



52



STRUCTURE



FREQ.



STRUCTURE



FREQ.



MOVEMENT



57



MOVEMENT



160



One needs to remember, that this state can be a result of the text selection process, performed at

the point of creating the corpora. Nevertheless, in the case of distinct differences we can speak about

changes in accentuating particular elements in the communication of a given group.

7
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GROUP

ACTION



FREQ.



FIGHT



75



87



ORGANIZATION



76



ACTION



FREQ.



OTHER CONCEPTUAL FRAMES FREQ. OTHER CONCEPTUAL FRAMES FREQ.

WORLD



83



LIFE



72



WORLD



66



LIFE



78



EUROPE



58



GERMANY



48



NATIONALIST CORPUS 1990s



NATIONAIST CORPUS 2007-2011



IDEOLOGY



FREQ.



IDEOLOGY



FREQ.



POLAND



277



POLAND



319



NATION



176



INDEPENDENCE



71



PEOPLE



175



POLE



45



POLE



100



STATE



61



IDENTITY



FREQ.



IDENTITY



FREQ.



YOUTH



116



YOUTH



118



POWER



85



NATIONALIST (nacjonalista)



80



NATIONALIST (narodowiec)



58



STRUCTURE



FREQ.



STRUCTURE



FREQ.



ORGANIZATION



92



MOVEMENT



120



GROUP



80



ACTIVIST



102



MOVEMENT



78



PEOPLE



81



ORGANIZATION



67



GROUP



53



ACTION



FREQ.



ACTION



FREQ.



FIGHT



49



ACTION



246



MARCH



121



MANIFESTATION



62



OTHER CONCEPTUAL FRAMES FREQ. OTHER CONCEPTUAL FRAMES FREQ.

(EUROPEAN) UNION



51



LAW



49



LIFE



133



GENERATION



POLICE



57



Source: Own research.
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From this perspective it is quite visible, that the neo-fascist communication is

based on ideological elements and it is supplemented by contexts with the lexeme skinhead, which plays important role in creating the movement identity. In

the skinhead corpus the ideological issues are also of great importance, however,

they are to a much greater extent correlated with the subculture identity and

organizational structure, than in the case of neo-fascists. Interesting results were

noticed in the case of the nationalist corpus. It is quite evident that the nationalist communication in the 90s of the XXth century was more oriented on the

ideological issues, compared to the contemporary communication, which focuses heavily on informing about the actions undertaken by the movement and

organizational affairs.

The main assumption is that the dominant lexemes in these corpora

are responsible for directing communication of the particular group. Another

issue, is their verification as the key-words. According to Wierzbicka’s claim, in

order to recognise the frequently recurring words as the key-words, it is necessary to examine their meanings and the functions they fulfil in the communication of a given system. This process is best to be shown on the basis of the

lexemes Poland (which occurs in every corpus) and white (very important in the

neo-fascist and skinhead communication).

With all certainty the lexeme Poland is a defined value for the Polish

extreme right, however, it has minor role in transferring/creating particular ideological content. Among all contexts only single collocations, which can be considered as axiological, emerged (for example to betray Poland etc.). Most often this

lexeme co-occurred with prepositions to, in, by etc., and thereby the main function of the word Poland was placing particular contexts in a geopolitical environment. The lexeme therefore fulfil mainly a pragmatic function. The most frequent are references to the ultra-nationalist concept of “Great Poland”8. The

second most common group of collocations referred to the nationalist organizations, mostly to the National Rebirth of Poland (especially in the nationalist

corpora).

Although marginal ideological semantization of this lexeme is no surprise when discussing the communication of neo-fascists and skinheads, since

other values are more important for these circles, almost completely lack of the

ideological meanings can be intriguing in the case of nationalist communication.



The phrase “Great Poland” refers to Roman Dmowski’s idea of nationalism – an ultraconservative, intolerant and anti-Semitic concept (see more Porter 2000).

8
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One could suppose that Poland should be considered a synonym for nation.

However, in this case the lexeme Poland also serves a pragmatic function. It is

worth noticing, how the hierarchy of elements changes with time. In the 90s

corpus, references to the concept of “Great Poland” were most frequent, and

the two following collocations were references to the political system – to the

polish nationalist organization called National Rebirth of Poland and to the political party – Movement for the Reconstruction of Poland. In the current communication the emphasis is transferred to the communication about the movement’s environment itself.

The case is slightly different when analysing the lexeme white which is

an important element of both the neo-fascists and skinheads identity. Not only

the higher number and frequency of collocations can be noticed, but also the

fact that all of them perform the same function – they are responsible for creating the racist construct of “white supremacy”.

When we take into consideration the dominant collocations and their

contexts we can distinguish the following groups of values (constructs).

The neo-fascist and skinhead circles are linked by a number of values.

In both instances the construct of “racism” prevails. Two words are directly

responsible for creating this construct: white (153)9[100]' and race (106)[72]10, and

the communication is controlled by the following collocations:

WHITE: white man (35)[6], white people (5)[8], white race (14)[20], white nationalists

(5), white world (3), white pride (3), white brothers (3), white power (3)[3], white nations

(3), white army [9], white children [4], white revolution.

RACE: our race (8)[10], own race (5), one's race (6), Aryan race (10), Aryan nation' (3),

black race [5], other race [4];

Yet another strong construct is “anti-Semitism”, and the controlling lexemes are

Jew11 (104)[71] and Holocaust (44). This construct, which constitute the anti-value

Given that four corpora are comparable, the frequencies of occurrence of words in the particular

corpus was given in the following way. The notations go as follows - (..) frequency in the neo-fascist

corpus, […] skinhead corpus, /…/ 90s nationalist corpus., <...> XXI century nationalist corpus.

10 In the following analysis, for comparative purposes, the frequency of the lexemes which failed to

reach the predefined threshold of 15 most frequent words was also listed.

11 Although the lexeme Jew is also present in the skinhead corpus, however, it is emphasized to a

much lesser degree. It should also be pointed out that the adjective Jewish is equally important in the

communication of these groups. The construct of the “Jew” constitute an important anti-value for

9
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for both groups, realizes an important role in creating the opposition “us-them”,

and helps to develop the construct of “the other”. Another construct is “skinhead”12 (compound lexemes skinhead (110)[310], movement (57)[160]), which is

responsible for creating an identity and unity of the groups. This is most clearly

visible within the skinhead corpus, in which a large number of subculture elements exists. The following elements help to establish the group’s “life style”:

concert [89], group [87], music [77], organization [76], band [71], beer [52]. Finally, we

have the universal nationalist values – Poland (140) [234], nation (78)[82], country

(55)[119].

While the neo-fascist corpus was characterized with a strictly ideological communication and the skinhead corpus underlined the subculture sphere

of the movement, the nationalist circles emphasize their affiliations to the political system. This is best shown on the basis of numerous elements which relate

to political structure: organization /92/<67>, group /80/<53>, movement

/78/<120>, youth /116/<118>, activist <102>, nationalist13 (nacjonalista)' <80>,

nationalist (narodowiec)<58> and manners of operation, although these elements are dominant in corpus from the XXI century: action <246>, march

<121>, manifestation <62>. Politics and the coinciding actions on the political

arena constitute a real value for the nationalists.

As it was mentioned previously, the nationalist corpora differ extensively, when considering the dominant lexemes. One can assume that this alteration stems from the change of tools used for communicational purposes. In

the pre-Internet era, when the zines or papers printed in low circulation where

the main communication tool of the nationalist circles, the information concerning the current events were published in marginal amounts, and the ideological

these circles, and it is constructed on the basis of a series of negative connotations. The adjective

Jewish functions as a tool for transferring this negative meaning onto other lexemes, which are not

correlated with Jews or the Judaism.

12 It should be stressed out that while majority of neo-fascists is skinheads not all skinheads identify

themselves with the neo-fascist ideology.

13 Two important remarks should be presented here. The first one regards the term “nationalism”

which is used differently by Polish end English speakers. According to Oxford Dictionary the

meaning of the word 'nationalism' can be both neutral, when it refers to general patriotic feeling,

and negative when it refers to some extreme form of patriotism. In the Polish language the meaning

is explicitly negative and it encompasses such notions as: chauvinism, xenophobia and the aggressive

ideology of the extreme right is embedded into it. Secondly, in the English language the word

'nationalist' refers both to the moderate nationalists and to the members of the far-right parties,

however, the terms far-right or extreme right are more preferable in the second case. In the Polish

language there are two terms. The first one is the word “narodowiec” which refers to moderate

nationalists and the word 'nacjonalista' (nationalist) which refers to the members of the far-right

groups and organization.
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texts dominated. Currently, the lack of the economic barriers in creating media,

made it possible to develop a large number of nationalist websites. Each organization, promotes its own actions through its own channels. In consequence, the

number of references to the activity of individual organizations in contemporary

communication translates to different hierarchization of values.

The corpus from the 90s shows, that the central elements responsible

for controlling communication were ideological components like nation, Poland,

Pole, state. Previously it has been shown, that in the case of the lexeme Poland

only the collocation “Great Poland” was a recurring ideological concept. A

much more valuating word is the lexeme nation, which is responsible for the

creation of the “imagined community” (a reference to Benedict Anderson’s concept, cf. 1991). In order to achieve this goal nationalists use not only the collocations which are responsible for emphasizing the attachment to Poland such as

Polish nation (27), but also such phrases as our nation (8) or wellbeing of the nation.

Interestingly, among the dominant collocations, the lexeme motherland did not

occur, even though it is mentioned as an important element of the patriotic values (see Bartmiński 2006, Fleischer 2003, Pisarek 2003).



Conclusions

The example of the last corpus shows, that the change in the communicational

behaviours of the contemporary extreme right, hinders the identification of values. The strictly ideological lexemes, although certainly relevant, mostly for the

purpose of maintaining the stability and coherence of the system, are not used

as commonly as in the past. It is quite evident that the current communication

is based on self-referential codes – nationalists communicate mostly about themselves. Another issue is, as Chris Atton (2006) observed, that the contemporary

far-right has changed its communicational strategy. The language, which in the

past was distinctive and significantly more radicalized, has currently adjusted to

the mainstream political discourse, however, new meanings are being ascribed

to the particular words/concepts.

In consequence the process of identification of values has become

more complicated. The meanings and values are hidden within less obvious

(than in the case of race or Holocaust) words and collocations. They need to be

looked for in the various communicational spheres. For example, the “axiology

of space” (cf. Bartmiński 2003) helps to reveal the valuating meanings which are
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hidden in the contexts referring to the particular geographic areas or parties/organizations. Through such collocations as Greek nationalists, Hungarian

nationalists one can attempt to decode ideological elements, however, it requires

additional analysis. Another example is the European Union, which in the communication of nationalists is an anti-value. Examining collocations related to the

UE one can find numerous information, which enable reconstructing certain

values, e.g. anti-values as immigration, Islam, anti-clericalism etc.

Simultaneously it is visible that the analytical process in further research should be expanded to adjectives (these which can be assumed as values

or those which when interact with other words create valuating meanings). An

excellent example here is the previously mentioned lexeme Jewish, which only

marginal referred to the Jewish population. Its main function in the extreme

right communication is to establish a clear-cut division between them and us,

and to define the enemy – e.g. Jewish European Union, Jewish finance. This lexeme

is also used as a “discursive weapon” in the ideological battle with “the enemy”.

With utmost certainty, the procedure described above does not end the

process of reconstruction of values in the communication of Polish nationalists.

Another step will be the attempt to categorize the identified elements and an

attempt to create an axiological ideological matrix.
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STATE IN NORTHERN IRELAND.

Beginning of the ‘Long Revolution’



ABSTRACT

The emergence of Northern Ireland’s Civil Rights Movement in the 1960s is

commonly depicted in the historiography as the prelude to the Troubles, and

the IRA’s paramilitary campaign. Yet, it can also be described as the beginning

of a political revolution. Indeed, widespread civil unrest resulting from demands

for electoral reforms, led to the downfall of Northern Ireland’s provincial

Government, marking the beginning of a new period in the region’s history.

Departing from the standard model, this paper discusses said events within the

context of revolution, offering an alternative appreciation of the period.
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Introduction

In 1921, after more than two years of warfare Ireland was partitioned into two

political entities, with each granted its own parliament. This resulted from a

compromise between the British Government and Irish insurgents which had

been at war. Twenty-six of the island’s thirty-two counties formed the Irish Free

State (precursor to the Republic of Ireland). Six north-eastern counties, “the

remnant of [Britain’s] conquest”,1 remained as a political appendage of Great

Britain within the United Kingdom (UK), known officially as Northern Ireland, 2

and colloquially as Ulster.3

Following this, British monarch King George V, travelled to Northern

Ireland to inaugurate its provincial Parliament, and whilst there addressed his

subjects. The King was “confident that the important matters entrusted to the

control and guidance of the Northern Parliament w[ould] be managed with wisdom… moderation… fairness and due regard to [Catholics and Protestants]”. 4

Furthermore, he appealed “to all Irishmen to pause, to stretch out the hand of

forbearance and conciliation, to forgive and… forget, and… join in making… a

new era of peace... and goodwill”.5

What eventuated did not conform to the King’s blueprint. In the opinion of Patrick Hillery, a former Republic of Ireland Minister of External

Affairs, Northern Ireland’s creation established an “institutionalized system of

economic, political and social discrimination”. 6 Concepts of nationality and religion became defining factors in a social dialectic. Catholics (alternatively termed Nationalists), who viewed themselves as Irish and objected to Partition

were out-numbered and presided over by Protestants who identified as British

citizens, and hence supported the Union with Great Britain. As such, the term

Unionist was applied to the latter individuals. In the view of Nationalist politician, Edward McAteer, Northern Catholics believed they were ‘nobody’s



J. Lynch, Extract from An Taoiseach’s Presidential Address to the Fianna Fáil Árd-Fheis at the RDS,

Ballsbridge, 20 February 1971, NAI DFA/5/2001/43/1435.

2 See N/A, Articles of Agreement for a Treaty Between Great Britain and Ireland, December 1921, &

Government of Ireland Act, 1920 for specific geographical divisions.

3 This term traditionally referred to the ancient Kingdom of Ulster, which covered Ireland’s northeast (in all composed of nine counties, and which Northern Ireland’s six counties were once a part).

4 Parliament of Northern Ireland, House of Commons, Vol. 1 (1921) p. 20.

5 Ibid., p. 21.

6 P. Hillery, Statement by Minister for External Affairs, Patrick Hillery, in General Debate at 24th Session of the

United Nations General Assembly, 26 May 1969, NAI DFA/5/2001/43/848.

1
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children’.7 They felt cut off from their rightful Parliament in Dublin and trapped

within the confines of a hostile State, which barely suffered their existence. This

belief was confirmed, albeit in a confidential report, when the Unionist

Government later admitted to having previously regarded the minority with a

sense of hostility, treating it as an enemy rather than a legitimate component of

the state’s citizenry.8

In order to maintain their privileged position, Unionists socially marginalised their counterparts by denying them equal participation in the political

sphere. From the very beginning, Northern Ireland’s Government was corrupt

and undemocratic. According to an anonymous 1968 report from the Republic

of Ireland’s Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA), Northern Ireland was predicated upon ‘political injustices’ which disenfranchised Nationalists. 9 The province became a skeleton in Britain’s closet, ‘widely accepted as being different

from other parts of the UK’.10 In the estimation of Kelvin White, of Britain’s

Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO), Northern Ireland even though a

part of the UK was ‘a special case, quite unlike Britain itself’. 11

This all began to change during the period of 1965-72 with the dramatic emergence of the Civil Rights Movement. Widespread civil unrest, resulting

from demands for electoral reforms and Nationalist political participation, ultimately led to the collapse of Northern Ireland’s provincial Government. At this

historical juncture, the province entered a state of socio-political flux. Brian Redhead argues there are always inadequacies in social arrangements. Politicians are

tasked with resolving these. Sometimes they go unresolved ‘until a definite crisis

arises’ and ‘are only then surmounted by a revolution’.12 Utilising Redhead’s

hypothesis as the methodological framework behind my investigation, I will

discuss Northern Ireland, and the events of 1965-72, within the context of



N.S. Ó Nualláin, Memorandum to Taoiseach Jack Lynch Regarding a Meeting with Edward McAteer, 3

November 1967, NAI TSCH/3/99/1/76.

8 N/A, Confidential Report RE: Government Policy on the Minority (document undated), PRONI

FIN/30/P/20.

9 N/A, Brief for Taoiseach for his Discussion with Mr. Wilson on the Subject of the Six Counties, 1968, NAI

DFA/5/2000/5/38.

10 W. E. Bell, Legislation for Northern Ireland, 5 June 1980, PRONI CENT/1/9/18.

11 E. Gallagher, Report by E. Gallagher, Department of External Affairs, on Visits to the Department by Kelvin

White of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office to Discuss the Northern Ireland Situation, 3 March 1970, NAI

TSCH/3/2001/6/513.

12 Brian Redhead’s introduction to Janet Coleman, Against the State: Studies in Sedition and Rebellion

(London: BBC Books, 1990) p. 5.

7
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revolution. Professor Ted Honderich defines revolution as ‘a fundamental political change… often accompanied by violence and terror’ which occurs when

governmental systems break down.13 Furthermore, Janet Coleman argues to understand modern revolutions it is crucial to appreciate ‘the idea of freedom coinciding with the experience of a new beginning’. Modern revolutions ‘are

demands for participation’.14 The events of 1965-72 fit this criterion.

This paper interrogates the interrelation of the Protestant-driven process of socio-political marginalisation and exclusion of Catholics which, after a

sustained period of violent unrest, resulted in the disintegration of Northern

Ireland’s political structures. However, these events are not generally equated

with revolution. There is a tendency in the literature to discuss the period as the

prelude to the Irish Republican Army’s (IRA) paramilitary campaign. Michael

Byrne argues this ‘framing’ is a ‘strongly developed’ and ‘widely shared’ academic

practice.15 Therefore, I wish to offer an alternative interpretation. Whilst not

discounting the Civil Rights Movement in part prepared the way for the armed

struggle to take place, I will argue that in the long run the campaign resulted in

a monumental reconfiguration of Northern Ireland’s Government and society.

The Civil Rights Movement- as the catalyst for the political change to comeconstituted the beginning of a revolutionary period in Northern Ireland’s

history.



Marginalisation & Exclusion

Minister Hillery argued Partition created a social underclass in the north-east,

because the establishment of a regional parliament gave Unionists ‘the degree of

autonomous control which permitted them to discriminate against the minority’.16 Furthermore, the post-conflict settlement ensured Nationalists were



Cited in Coleman… p. 96.

Coleman… p. 127.

15 Michael Byrne, ‘Politics Beyond Identity: Reconsidering the Civil Rights Movement in Northern

Ireland’ – Identities: Global Studies in Culture and Power (2014).

16 Hillery… 26 May 1969, NAI DFA/5/2001/43/848.

13

14
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deliberately disenfranchised by the State, because Unionists were given just enough of the island that they could hold onto. 17 Within an all-Ireland setup Protestant Unionists were the minority, but ensconced in this smaller region they became the majority. Due to the State’s precarious foundation, a substantial portion of the population was denied ‘human rights and fundamental freedoms’. 18

This was made possible, according to Hillery, by a cadre of Unionists ‘totally

committed to their own protection’ and ‘type of state’ they wanted to exist.19

They achieved this by denying Nationalists the opportunity to participate equally

in the electoral franchise. In the opinion of Jack Lynch, the Republic of Ireland’s

Taoiseach (equivalent to Prime Minister), this hindered Nationalists from exercising their most fundamental democratic and human rights. 20 Evidently, unlike

their king, the Northern Irish Parliament (later situated at Stormont on the outskirts of Belfast) had different ideas as to how to treat their fellow Irish.

According to Hillery the social privilege enjoyed by Unionists encouraged the

perception of the domination of their tradition/culture at expense of the minority’s.21

Following Partition, the Unionist regime enacted a series of discriminatory laws facilitating the suppression, whether explicitly or implicitly, of the

Nationalist community. In 1922 the Civil Authorities (Special Powers) Act was

implemented, purportedly to preserve peace and maintain order. 22 In reality, it

transformed Northern Ireland into a police state. The Minister for Home Affairs

was vested with the power to delegate the administration of the law ‘either unconditionally or subject to such conditions as he thinks fit’. 23 Furthermore, it

was ‘the duty of every person affected by any order issued… to comply’.24

Punishments ranged from flogging25 to execution.26 And coronial inquests could

P. Hillery, Text of a Press Conference Given by Minister for External Affairs, Patrick Hillery, at the Embassy

of Ireland to Great Britain in London, Mainly Relating to the Falls Road Curfew and the Activities of the Orange

Order, 8 July 1970, NAI TSCH/3/2001/6/516.

18 E. Gallagher, Draft Speech Prepared by E. Gallagher, Counsellor, Department of External Affairs, Regarding

Reform Package Proposed by James Callaghan, British Home Secretary, 12 September 1969, NAI

DFA/5/2001/43/848.

19 Hillery… 8 July 1970, NAI TSCH/3/2001/6/516.

20 See N/A, Taoiseach’s Remarks on Derry Incidents – Extract from Speech Made at Clonmel, 8 October 1968,

NAI DFA/5/2000/5/12.

21 P. Hillery, Text of a Statement by Dr. Patrick Hillery, Minister for External Affairs of Ireland, 10 July 1970,

NAI DFA/5/2001/43/1426.

22 Civil Authorities (Special Powers) Act, 1922.

23 Ibid., Sect. 1.2.

24 Ibid., Sect. 2.1.

25 Ibid., Sect. 5.

26 Ibid., Sect. 6.
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be prohibited.27 So if/when disenchanted Nationalists attempted to exercise

their political will, machinery was in place to quickly and efficiently suppress any

form of protest. The Republic’s Department of External Affairs (DEA) later

noted the ‘history’ accompanying the use of the Special Powers Act was useful

propaganda for the Nationalist struggle as the Civil Rights issue developed in

the late 1960s and early 70s.28

In 1929 the Unionist regime passed the Representation of the People’s Act

(Northern Ireland), abolishing the proportional representation voting system

established at Partition.29 Whilst initially this may not seem to be much of a

contentious issue, a later report compiled by the DFA found the result of the

Act meant Nationalists only had the potential to return ten representatives to

the provincial Parliament30 out of a total of fifty-two seats in the Commons 31

and twenty-six in the Senate.32 In effect, this legislation gave central government

in Northern Ireland the semblance of democracy- without the actual substance.

A 1969 draft document compiled by the DEA claimed minority representation

was ‘reduced far below’ what it considered reasonable expectations. 33

The extent of Nationalist marginalisation is best illustrated by the

unjust situation that existed in the city of Derry. When Unionists found themselves to be the minority in a particular area- like in Derry - the local government

franchise was manipulated to ensure Unionist domination. The Campaign for

Social Justice (CSJ) claimed that Electoral Wards were gerrymandered, and the

allocation of public housing used to reduce Catholic voting strength as well. For

example, in Northern Ireland only a householder and his wife were eligible to

vote in local elections, whereas throughout the rest of the UK universal suffrage

existed for adults over twenty-one years of age, regardless of their housing situation. In the most extreme cases, whole families were refused housing and forced to squat en masse as a result. One case at the end of World War II saw a group

of ninety desperate families take over an abandoned, rat-infested military base,

known as Springtown Camp. Twenty years later, city councillors claimed

Ibid., Sect. 10.1.

E. Gallagher, Copy Report [by E. Gallagher, Department of External Affairs] on Discussions with Gerry Fitt

MP on the Northern Ireland Relief Fund and the General Situation in Northern Ireland, 13 December 1970,

NAI TSCH/8/2001/8/15.

29 Representation of the People’s Act (Northern Ireland), 1929.

30 N/A, Relations with Northern Ireland - ‘Discrimination in the Six Counties’ – Memo to the Taoiseach,

1966, NAI TSCH/3/98/6/434.

31 Government of Ireland Act, 1920.

32 http://www.ark.ac.uk/elections/hnisen.htm (accessed 27/3/15).

33 Gallagher… 12 September 1969, NAI DFA/5/2001/43/848.

27

28
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approximately 2,000 Catholic families still remained unhoused. Furthermore,

the Ward system was structured so that even though Nationalist voters outnumbered Unionists by more than 5,000, it was Unionists who maintained a majority

on the City Council. Catholics were allotted housing, with a few exceptions, in

a single Ward. Whereas Protestants had access to housing in two Wards which

elected more representatives than the Catholic Ward. This is why in 1965

Derry’s City Council was occupied by twelve Unionists and only eight Nationalists. When Catholic anger became too much to contain the CSJ demanded

reform on their behalf.34 Taking to the streets, they defiantly employed the slogan ‘one man, one vote’; demanding appropriate representation at local level.

In a 1965 report to the Taoiseach, the Republic of Ireland’s Minister

for External Affairs Frank Aiken, argued Nationalists were ‘denied’ effective

engagement in political affairs.35 An anonymous briefing document from the

DFA reported the minority community felt themselves to be second-class citizens with no avenue to secure redress for their predicament. 36 Their exclusion

from political life was fostered in “an environment of miserable bigotry aimed

at Unionist domination”, admitted liberal Unionist politician Dr. Robert

Nixon.37 Unlike Nixon, hardline Unionists saw an enlarged Nationalist vote as

a threat to their hold on power and existence of the state. They were aware of

their counterparts’ antipathy to the Stormont Administration, and sympathy for

a United Ireland, which under the right circumstances (i.e. one man, one vote)

they could potentially vote into existence sometime in the future. Indeed, Nationalist politician Gerry Fitt believed the ideals of social justice would destroy

Unionism.38 Ultimately, from the hardliner point-of-view, it was necessary to

deny Nationalists proper parliamentary representation to ensure this did not

occur.39

By the mid-1960s the stage was set for revolution. Catholic agitation

‘for [so-called] radical reforms leading to the adoption of the one-man - onevote principle in all Northern elections’, was the prelude to the period known as



N/A, Londonderry: One Man, No Vote Pamphlet, Produced by the Campaign of Social Justice in Northern

Ireland, 1965, NAI TSCH/3/98/6/101.

35 F. Aiken, Memo to Taoiseach Seán Lemass Regarding Nationalists in Northern Ireland, 27 January 1965,

NAI TSCH/3/98/6/429.

36 Brief for Taoiseach… 1968, NAI DFA/5/2000/5/38.

37 N/A, Tuairisc: The News-Letter of the Wolfe Tone Society, Issue No. 1, July 1965, NAI

TSCH/3/98/6/101.

38 Gallagher… 13 December 1970, NAI TSCH/8/2001/8/15.

39 Gallagher… 12 September 1969, NAI DFA/5/2001/43/848.
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the Troubles. All the blood, bullets and bombs can be traced back to the ‘practices’ which deprived ‘the minority of the rights and benefits’ they had ‘a right

to expect’ thereby contributing ‘largely to the bitterness and strife’ experienced

by the region.40 But also, just as Mr. Fitt had predicted, simply by seeking to

bring Northern Ireland up to modern democratic standards, the Civil Rights

Movement challenged the Unionist monolith, setting in motion the process by

which a more democratic institution could be erected.



Disintegration

From 1965 onwards the Civil Rights issue fanned the flames of social disorder.

Agitation for political reform by groups like the CSJ resonated throughout the

North. The effect of this became apparent in the enthusiastic grassroots

response that emerged within the Nationalist community. This had an unsettling

effect for some. In the Republic, Department of Justice secretary Peter Berry,

believed if Nationalists continued to be denied participation in public and political affairs then civil unrest could become a dangerous reality. Others shared

this view. Berry reported at Westminster Parliament in London, Members from

a variety of political parties had formed the Campaign for Democracy in Ulster

(CDU), out of concern for ‘matters of discrimination and other malpractices in

the Six Counties’.41 Along with Northern Ireland’s Republican Labour Party

(RLP), the CDU pressured Westminster ‘to set up a Royal Commission of

Investigation’.42 The actions of the CDU and RLP highlighted events in the

North were gaining momentum.

The CSJ had by 1967 ‘sought legal remedies in the High Court… for

alleged discrimination’.43 Ultimately, Nationalists were unable to find satisfaction through constitutional measures such as this. Nothing was rectified. Protests continued into 1968 and beyond. Indeed, giving a speech at Clonmel,

Taoiseach Lynch argued the ‘root causes of such demonstrations’ had not been



N/A, ‘Relations with the North’ – Suggested Opening Statement by an Taoiseach to Prime Minister Wilson,

1966, NAI TSCH 3/97/6/621.

41 Peter Berry, Aide Memoire for Taoiseach on the Organization of the I.R.A., 6 December 1966, NAI

TSCH/3/98/6/495.

42 H. J. McCann, Confidential Memorandum on the Constitutional and Political Issues relating to Northern

Ireland, 8 December 1967, NAI TSCH/3/98/6/435.

43 Ibid.
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‘eliminated’.44 With the situation steadily escalating Stormont was alarmed as

well.

In October 1968, Minister for Home Affairs William Craig, invoked

his special powers, banning all public demonstrations in the County Borough of

Derry.45 The CSJ’s successor, the Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association

(NICRA), defied the order. The Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC) was deployed.

Using batons and water wagons the police officers dispersed “the hostile

demonstrators”. Minister Craig, the very man responsible for banning the

march, admitted the subsequent events in Derry had “brought the guns a step

nearer”. The Unionist regime’s repressive measures gave militant Nationalists all

the justification they needed to go to war with the Government. Indeed, Nationalists were not defeated, but rather incensed by the RUC’s brutal tactics. In the

immediate aftermath police were pelted with petrol bombs, 46 and worse followed. In Craig’s opinion, Northern Ireland was on a path of “escalation

towards crisis”.47 According to Taoiseach Lynch, these events ‘brought into greater focus’ the intrinsic problems of the North. 48

The civil and political situation deteriorated drastically by 1969. In

April, provincial PM Terence O’Neill resigned. In the opinion of his Southern

counterpart, reforms at this point were ‘vital’ and ‘urgent’.49 Rioting and unrest

was no longer contained to Derry, having spread to other areas of the northeast. Lynch’s official notes from the period describe the atmosphere in the towns

of Dungannon and Coalisland as ‘explosive’. 50 Minister Hillery was of the opinion that such disturbances constituted ‘a real… danger’ to a ‘substantial

number’ of people.51



Taoiseach’s Remarks… 8 October 1968, NAI DFA/5/2000/5/12.

W. Craig, ‘Public Order Act (Northern Ireland)’ Document Signed by Minister of Home Affairs for

Northern Ireland RE: Civil Rights March, Derry, 3 October 1968, PRONI HA/32/2/30.

46 W. Craig, Speech by Minister of Home affairs, House of Commons, 16 October 1968 (document undated),

PRONI HA/32/2/26.

47 W. Craig, Speech by Rt. Hon. William Craig, MP, Minister for Home Affairs, at 8:00pm 6 November 1968,

Speaking to the Executive Committee of the Larne Constituency Unionist Association, (document undated),

PRONI CAB/9/B/205/7.

48 N/A, Transcript of Press Conference given by An Taoiseach, Jack Lynch, at the Irish Embassy, London, 30

October 1968, October 1968, NAI TSCH/3/2000/6/657.

49 J. Lynch, Comment by An Taoiseach, Jack Lynch, on the Resignation of Captain O’Neill, 28 April 1969,

NAI TSCH/3/2000/6/144.

50 J. Lynch, Notes by Jack Lynch on a Series of Meeting Held Regarding the Situation in Northern Ireland, 16

August 1969, NAI TSCH/3/2000/6/657.

51 Hillery… 26 May 1969, NAI DFA/5/2001/43/848.
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Paramilitary leader Cathal Goulding later issued a public statement.

Goulding claimed the minority’s ‘genuine hope’ reforms could be ‘obtained by

constitutional agitation’ were smashed by ‘the intransigent stand of right-wing

Unionism, and their meeting of moderate demands with terrorism and violence’.52 Still, the vicious response failed to contain Catholic anger. Unionist tactics ensured further unrest. By employing the RUC to silence Nationalist opposition, Stormont perpetuated the common perception of Unionist antipathy to

the minority’s plight. Through the DEA’s contacts with regional Citizen

Defence Committees, it was ascertained Nationalists believed the RUC occupied

an ‘accustomed role’ of maintaining the status quo ‘rather than impartially serving the community’.53 In other words, it was an ‘armed police force… consistently used’ to discourage Catholics from seeking equality. 54 Nationalists

weren’t cowed however. Stormont’s over-reaction provided subversives with a

casus belli.

As a result, attempts were made to placate Catholics. It was acknowledged (confidentially), that to continue to treat Nationalists as political nonentities, ‘would eventually undermine the whole institutional framework of the

State’.55 In May 1969, new provincial PM, James Chichester-Clark, indicated to

British PM Harold Wilson that the local government franchise would be reformed based on a universal adult suffrage model.56 Even so, despite promised

reforms the previous policy of containment was continued and intensified.

British Army units were deployed to the province. One eye-witness account told

of ‘35-40,000 people’ in the capital of Belfast held under siege; communities

cordoned off by military barricades.57 According to a Downing Street communique, the Army’s deployment was ‘envisaged as a purely temporary measure’,

intended to restore order.58 Back in Derry, approximately 27,000 people took to

C. Goulding, Irish Republican Army Statement in Relation to the Situation in Northern Ireland, by Cathal

Goulding, IRA Chief of Staff, August 1969, NAI TSCH/3/2000/6/658.

53 E. Gallagher, Copy Report by E. Gallagher, Department of External Affairs, on a Meeting with the Belfast

Central Citizens Defence Committee in Dublin, Regarding their Publication of a Booklet on the Situation in Belfast

and on Relations with the Royal Ulster Constabulary and the Army, 28 September 1970, NAI

TSCH/3/2001/6/517.

54 Gallagher… 12 September 1969, NAI DFA/5/2001/43/848.

55 N/A, Confidential Report RE: Government Policy on the Minority (document undated), PRONI

FIN/30/P/20.

56 H. Wilson, Statement by Harold Wilson, British Prime Minister, in Reply to Parliamentary Questions in the

House of Commons Regarding Northern Ireland, 26 May 1969, NAI DFA/5/2001/43/1406.

57 Seamus Brady, Eye-witness Account of Events in Belfast, 22 August 1969, NAI TSCH 2000/6/658.

58 N/A, Communique and Declaration on Employment of Troops in Northern Ireland, 10 Downing Street, 19

August 1969.
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the streets clashing with officers of the RUC.59 At the end of August the Irish

Government and the Secretary-General of the United Nations (UN) discussed

sending a peace-keeping force.60

This may have been a better option. The Army’s presence failed to

calm fears or restore order. Nationalist politician John Hume described Belfast

as gripped by ‘hysteria’.61 Originally envisaged as a means of protecting Catholics

from Unionist extremists,62 the Army, as Britain’s Home Office pointed out,

was also tasked with preserving the constitutional position of Northern Ireland

by whatever means necessary.63 This meant the Army was deployed to support

the provincial Government, the very Government responsible for previous acts

of oppression against Catholics. Ultimately, the Army could not help but come

to loggerheads with Nationalists. Rather than restoring order, its presence

destabilised the situation further. Very quickly British troops, just like the RUC

before them, became the targets of bomb attacks perpetrated by Nationalist

militants.64 Used to the violent machinations of the RUC, the minority was

unable to envisage the arrival of British forces as anything other than a further

threat to their security. This perception of persecution was encouraged when a

curfew in the predominantly Nationalist area of the Falls Road was implemented

by the Army. Not unsurprisingly, reported the DEA, this had the effect of further souring relations between the British presence and minority community. 65

In a letter to then British PM Edward Heath, Taoiseach Lynch warned his

counterpart the curfew could potentially be interpreted ‘as further repression of

the minority’.66

Furthermore, the DEA feared the upper echelons of the provincial

Government resisted effective reforms.67 There is evidence to support this. For

Seamus Brady, Eye-witness Report by Seamus Brady on Events in Derry, 19 August 1969, NAI TSCH

2000/6/658.

60 C. C. Cremin, Note on a Meeting Between the Minister for External Affairs and the Secretary-General of the

United Nations, 28 August 1969, NAI TSCH/3/2000/6/659.

61 E. Gallagher, Note of a Telephone Conversation Between E. Gallagher, Department of External Affairs and

John Hume Regarding the Tense Situation in Belfast, 7 April 1970, NAI TSCH/3/2001/6/513.

62 N/A, Note from the Department of Foreign Affairs on the Actions of British Troops at Protests in Belfast, 2022 May 1971, 25 May 1971, NAI TSCH/3/2002/8/77.

63 N/A, Statement Issued by the British Home Office on Behalf of the Home Secretary, Reginald Maudling,

Concerning the Scope of British Army Operations in Northern Ireland, 23 July 1971, NAI

DFA/5/2003/17/341.

64 Gallagher… 7 April 1970, NAI TSCH/3/2001/6/513.

65 Gallagher… 28 September 1970, NAI TSCH/3/2001/6/517.

66 J. Lynch, Letter from Taoiseach Jack Lynch to British Prime Minister Edward Heath on the Northern Ireland

Situation, 7 July 1970, NAI TSCH/3/2001/6/187.

67 Gallagher… 12 September 1969, NAI DFA/5/2001/43/848.
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example, Chichester-Clark in discussion with the British PM, proposed delaying

the reformation of the local franchise until 1971.68 Later, the British Home

Secretary was confidentially informed it might be as late as 1974 before universal

suffrage was achieved.69 The “momentum of social reform”,70 simply did not

meet Nationalist needs. In the Taoiseach’s opinion, reforms were essential for

peace and progress.71 A March 1970 record of discussions between the DEA

and FCO, noted both bodies tacitly agreed the North was in a state of crisis. 72

By mid-1970 the situation was desperate. Both the British and Republic

of Ireland Governments agreed it was necessary to ‘support moderate leadership

in the minority’.73 Radical militant elements, in the form of paramilitary organisations, were playing a bigger part in events. Both Governments understood

the dangers inherent should the initiative behind the Civil Rights Movement be

usurped by these. Minister Hillery held a press conference in London on 8 July.

He explained to the audience it was a “critical period”. The situation was “tinderdry and dangerous” partly because promised reforms were “not visible to the

man in the street”.74 Conventional and grassroots politics, whilst at first appearing to deliver results were no longer offering a way forward. This created a

vacuum.

By autumn 1970, Chichester-Clark explained in a letter to the General

Officer Commanding Northern Ireland, the State was ‘plainly far removed’ from

what could be considered ‘times of peace’.75 Likewise, in the opinion of the

Ministry of Community Relations, the region was teetering on the brink of civil

war, as ‘a sizeable number of people d[id] not accept the validity of the State’. 76

Former social outcasts were now the driving force behind a new phase of political activity, albeit one taking on an increasingly belligerent hue. Northern

Ireland as it had been conceived in the 1920s was no longer a viable political

entity (if it ever had been). It was dysfunctional with many trappings of a failed

H. Wilson… 26 May 1969, NAI DFA/5/2001/43/1406.

J. Chichester-Clark, Letter to R. Maudling then British Home Secretary, 30 September 1970, PRONI

CAB/9/B/40/12.

70 Wilson… 26 May 1969, NAI DFA/5/2001/43/1406.

71 Lynch… 7 July 1970, NAI TSCH/3/2001/6/187.

72 Gallagher… 3 March 1970, NAI TSCH/3/2001/6/513.

73 E. Gallagher, Letter to Ronan Ó Foghlú, Department of the Taoiseach, Reporting a Meeting Between Minister

for External Affairs, Patrick Hillery, and British Foreign Secretary, Alec Douglas-Home, Regarding the Northern

Ireland Situation, 30 June 1970, NAI TSCH/3/2001/6/515.

74 Hillery… 8 July 1970, NAI TSCH/3/2001/6/516.

75 J. Chichester-Clark, Letter to Sir Ian Freeland, then General Officer Commanding Northern Ireland, 15

October 1970, PRONI CAB/9/G/89/3.

76 W. Slinger, Minority Recognition and Representation, 30 November 1970, PRONI FIN/30/P/20.
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State, and it was tensions fermented by political and social discrimination, along

with attempts to rectify this, which had catalysed events. Indeed, Hillery told the

UN only the year before, all of the North’s problems stemmed from the “basic

economic and political disadvantages of the minority”. 77

In March 1971, British Home Secretary, Reginald Maudling, warned

Stormont of “a new and… more vicious threat”. The “threat of violence” utilised not for redressing “genuine grievances” but achieving “political ends”.78 The

Civil Rights issue had provided the ideal circumstances for more extreme elements within the Nationalist bloc to further their own political objective: ending

Partition. Taoiseach Lynch expressed the view that considering events, the

minority’s impatience was “certainly understandable” and it was “easy to provoke a depressed community into physical violence”. 79 The energy used to further the Civil Rights campaign, and frustrations felt due to the apparent lack of

concessions granted by Stormont, were being utilised for more violent purposes.

In this climate of chaos Chichester-Clark resigned.80 It was left to his

successor Brian Faulkner to combat the “subversionists [sic]”. 81 Faulkner went

on the attack, accusing Nationalists and their political leaders of “surrender[ing]

to extremists”.82 The Ministry of Health and Social Services believed the situation was ripe for exploitation by militants.83 The apparent lack of an alternative

to violence as a means of effecting political change was responsible for this. In

Faulkner’s opinion, the “fact of the matter” was the minority’s elected representatives “had no need to voice their case or their views on the streets, thereby

endangering public safety” they had “the forum of Parliament”.84 As a result, he

argued, the province was threatened with terrorism and political blackmail. 85

Hillery… 26 May 1969, DFA/5/2001/43/848.

R. Maudling, Address by Home Secretary Reginald Maudling to the Northern Ireland Parliament, 4 March

1971, NAI TSCH/3/2002/8/77.

79 Lynch… 20 February 1971, NAI DFA/5/2001/43/1435.

80 E. Heath, Statement by then British Prime Minister Edward Heath on the Resignation of James ChichesterClark as Prime Minister of Northern Ireland, 20 March 1971, NAI TSCH/3/2002/8/77.

81 B. Faulkner, Statement by Northern Ireland Prime Minister, Brian Faulkner, Following an Irish Republican

Army Bomb Attack on Springfield Road Royal Ulster Constabulary Station, Belfast, 26 May 1971, NAI

TSCH/3/2002/8/78.

82 B. Faulkner, Statement by Northern Ireland Prime Minister, Brian Faulkner, Regarding Recent Statements on

the Situation in Northern Ireland, Mainly Relating to Internment, 24 August 1971, NAI

DFA/5/2002/19/457.

83 N/A, Civil Disobedience: Counter-Measures Proposed by the Ministry of Health and Social Services, 26 August

1971, PRONI HA/32/5/7.

84 B. Faulkner, Speech by the Prime Minister, Brian Faulkner, Addressing the Clevely Committee at a Meeting in

the Stormont Hotel, 7.30pm, Tuesday, 1 February 1972, (document undated) PRONI PM/5/169/13.

85 Faulkner… 24 August 1971, NAI DFA/5/2002/19/457.
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Nationalist politicians were playing into the hands of extremists by refusing to

engage in political discourse, thereby presenting physical force as the only viable

option remaining to their constituents- radicalising the latter.

This radicalisation was intensified when the Nationalist-orientated

Social Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP) withdrew from Stormont in July

1971, rather than ‘give credibility’ to a system which was ‘basically unstable’, and

fuelling the increasingly violent unrest destroying the community. According to

the SDLP, rather than experiencing true reform Northern Ireland had witnessed

a ‘steady and increasing grip upon the system by right-wing forces’. Instead reforms were implemented piece-meal, and in a fashion which only cosmetically

addressed the issue of minority representation/inclusion.86 Indeed, a 1971

Government paper admitted the arrangements outlining the basis for the exercise of government remained fundamentally unchanged from those established

fifty years before.87 By withdrawing from Parliament in the hope of forcing

Unionists to embrace democratic change that would enfranchise the minority,

the SDLP inadvertently gave ground to militants. As much as Unionist politicians/representatives can be blamed for the ills that befell Northern Ireland, so

too must Nationalist leaders accept their share of responsibility for the drift to

militancy.

After his inauguration amidst “a crescendo of destruction”, as Faulkner described it,88 the new PM instituted internment without trial for suspected

terrorists in August. Although Faulkner claimed it was indiscriminate, 89 it was

widely seen as a tool used exclusively against Nationalists. The PM released a

statement attempting to reassure Nationalists internment was “not aimed at

repressing” Catholics. Furthermore, he asserted “the allegation… internment…

was deliberately and maliciously one-sided” was “totally without foundation”

and “a matter… nothing to do with politics or religion”. 90 Amnesty

International later reported many of the initial detainees were abused by Army

personnel. They were beaten and bludgeoned, forced to run barefoot over broken glass, set upon by guard-dogs, deprived of sleep and sustenance, and forced

N/A, Statement by the Social Democratic and Labour Party Announcing its Withdrawal from the Northern

Ireland Parliament, 16 July 1971, NAI TSCH/3/2001/43/1396.

87 N/A, The Future Development of the Parliament and Government of Northern Ireland: A Consultative

Document, October 1971, PRONI FIN/30/R/1/5.

88 Faulkner… 26 May 1971, NAI TSCH/3/2002/8/78.
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to urinate on themselves for their captors’ amusement. 91 Faulkner deemed the

operation necessary because the paramilitary group the IRA were by this stage

“the present threat” having superseded NICRA. 92 The issue of Civil Rights was

being overtaken by the militant cause. A separate Nationalist agenda had evolved

unconcerned with electoral reform; instead focused on rectifying Partition.

Internment was the last ditch attempt of an ailing institution caught in the throes

of socio-political upheaval to preserve itself. In addition to instituting

internment, Faulkner banned all demonstrations except war commemorations

for six months,93 further curtailing democratic privileges.

Overall, the situation was bleak. Nationalist areas were saturated with

British troops.94 According to a report from the Republic’s Permanent Representative to the UN, the Army was alleged by the SDLP to be ‘a completely

partisan force’ at this stage.95 Aware of all this, Faulkner admitted there existed

“the need to re-create confidence” but his Government was “falling far short of

it”. The community was poised ‘at a crucial moment of choice’.96 Approximately

six months later, the choice that determined the course of the province’s future

for the next quarter-century, was made. Here was to come a tragic moment of

socio-political shift for the province.

On 22 January 1972, NICRA held an Anti-Internment demonstration

in Magilligan, County Derry.97 This was followed on 30 January by a Civil Rights

march in Derry City proper. This march was ‘in defiance’ of Faulkner’s ban. 98

Brigadier M. E. Tickell alleged the IRA opened fire on British soldiers engaged

in an arrest operation, the former using the Civil Rights marchers as cover. 99

N/A, Report by Amnesty International on Allegations of Ill-Treatment of Persons Interned in Northern Ireland

after 8 August 1971, Concluding that there is Evidence of Torture and Brutality Carried out by the Security Forces,
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92 Faulkner… 9 August 1971, PRONI PM/5/169/14.

93 Ibid.

94 N/A, Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association: A Programme for Peace this Christmas, 22 December 1971,

NAI TSCH/3/2002/8/99.
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Secretary-General of the United Nations, Discussing the Northern Ireland Political Situation, 3 September 1971,

NAI DFA/5/2003/17/357.
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(document undated) PRONI CAB/9/J/80/1.

97 N/A, Annex A to GOC 3: Magilligan – Sat. 22 Jan, 25 January 1972, PRONI HA/32/2/44.

98 N/A, Conclusions of a Meeting of the Cabinet Held at Stormont Castle on Monday 31 January 197[2] at
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More than a dozen men were gunned down by the British troops. What should

have been just another riot typical of Derry100 became immortalised in Nationalist folk-memory as Bloody Sunday. In the tragedy’s aftermath the Northern

Irish Cabinet sought to make contact with ‘responsible representatives of the

minority… to find a way out of the present situation’. Faulkner’s Cabinet

understood the repercussions the bloodbath would have for Nationalist sentiment if capitalised upon by ‘propaganda vultures’. 101 Westminster appreciated

this too. Five days after Bloody Sunday, Faulkner travelled to London to meet

with the British PM.102

Less than two months later ‘all responsibilities… in relation to law and

order’ in Northern Ireland were subsequently ‘transferred to Westminster’. 103

Britain no longer had any faith in the provincial Government’s competency to

rule. In the opinion of PM Heath, Direct Rule was a “last resort” and an “indispensable condition for progress in finding a political solution”.104 Faulkner and

his Government resigned in protest.105 Unionist politician Reverend William

Beattie declared Westminster had betrayed the province. 106 For Unionists, fifty

years of relative political continuity and stability were shattered. For Nationalists,

the prorogation of Stormont brought half-a-century of gross misrule to an end.



Conclusion

According to the DEA, before prorogation Unionists ruled Northern Ireland

from behind a ‘barricade of bigotry’. The end result was Nationalists for fifty

years suffered a refusal of their basic human and democratic rights. 107 Effectively

excluded from society they took it upon themselves to assert their desired position within it. Demands for equality became the minority’s agency for change;
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the CSJ and NICRA in turn became vehicles to accomplish this. Out of necessity, due to a lack of political collateral, the orthodox channels used for dealing

with political disparities were circumvented by street demonstrations, employed

to persuade the provincial Government to adopt new and fairer policies that

would better accommodate the political aspirations of moderate Nationalists. 108

By modern standards the demands of the Civil Rights Movement were not extraordinary.

Consequently, the refusal of the Unionist elite ‘to grant the just

demands of the Civil Rights Movement’109 was the catalyst which brought

Northern Ireland to its knees. The Protestant State, although its borders remained intact in 1972, was no longer supported by the institution responsible for

maintaining it. An anonymous confidential report from within the provincial

Government described the region as having ‘undergone a major convulsion

since 1968’.110 Whilst still in power, Chichester-Clark told Home Secretary

Maudling, what had initially been conceived as a strictly local government reform package had evolved into ‘a possible reconstruction of the [entire]

machinery of government’.111 This meant the inclusion of a whole demographic

previously denied full participation in political affairs. Here was the revolutionary aspect of the Civil Rights campaign: it precipitated the State’s reconfiguration.

The system of marginalisation and exclusion designed to maintain the

State inevitably became the driver behind the process which tore it apart.

Northern Ireland became the breeding ground for two distinct, but related, revolutionary causes running in tandem. Indeed, both originated from the same

portion of the political spectrum, but with different ends in mind. Moderate

Nationalists simply sought the reformation of the electoral franchise, and as

such the inclusion of Catholics within Northern Ireland’s social framework on

par with Protestants. On the other hand, Nationalist exclusion provided the IRA

with an apparent justification for its violence.112 The Catholic thirst for reform

was, to a large extent, diverted away from civil disobedience as a means of defiance and agency for change, in favour of militant measures, with the ultimate
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intent to destroy Northern Ireland and its political institutions. Northern Ireland’s last PM, Mr. Faulkner, alluded the drift to militancy resulted from the

Government’s failure to offer “realistic political proposals [emphasis in original]”

that would “detach” Nationalists “from any sympathy or support for violent

men”.113 The two causes became intertwined.

Therefore, Stormont’s prorogation- brought about by the combined

efforts of the moderate and extremist Nationalist factions- was among some of

the first steps, in a very long process, towards establishing a more orthodox

system of democratic government in Northern Ireland (i.e. the current Northern

Ireland Assembly), respectful of the province’s two major ethno-political blocs.

This ensured Northern Ireland could never revert to a system that maintained

exclusion and marginalisation as administrative tenets. The dismissal of the

hitherto oppressive institution explicitly acknowledged the need for a more

effective, and hence inclusive, replacement. One with the ability to institute what

Taoiseach Lynch described in 1968, as “the full and free exercise of democratic

rights”.114 Or as Faulkner outlined “one in which all men of goodwill, however

divergent their legitimate political views, may participate to the full”. 115

However, this was not accomplished until 1998. Tragically, the paramilitary campaign dominated for years to come, stalling the implementation of a political

solution.

Still, the period of 1965-72 was the opening phase of a socio-political

revolution. Such an assertion can be maintained even though events did not

culminate in the overthrow of the State sought by the extremist faction. Northern Ireland remained within the UK. The militant agenda failed to secure its

ultimate goal of reunification with the Republic, despite having usurped the

momentum of the Civil Rights Movement, as well as having a role in the collapse

of Stormont. Instead, the 1998 Northern Ireland Peace Agreement, 116 which

largely brought hostilities to an end, secured the principles of equality that the

Civil Rights Movement had demanded three decades before.117 Therefore, the

period of 1965-72 can be considered as the beginning of a revolution within the

milieu of Northern Irish society and politics. More specifically, despite being

sidelined by the more radical aims of the paramilitary elements, the Civil Rights

Political Settlement… March 1972, PRONI CAB/4/1649.

Taoiseach’s Remarks on Derry Incidents… 8 October 1968, NAI DFA/5/2000/5/12.
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Movement (i.e. CSJ and NICRA) set in motion events leading to the deconstruction of the sectarian State, and its reconstruction as a democratic pluralist polity,

in the form of the current power-sharing government.
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FROM UNREST TO (DIS)INTEGRATION.

A Literary Perspective on the Problematic

Reconciliation in Post-Apartheid South Africa and

Post-Troubles Northern Ireland



ABSTRACT

This paper is one of a series of articles devoted to consistent patterns of coping

with negative ramifications of the political divide/strife as observed and discussed within the literary field of such countries as post-Troubles Northern Ireland

and post-apartheid South Africa. Hence two referential texts, one written by

David Park and the other by Sarah Penny, have been chosen to illustrate postconflict Northern Irish and South African predicaments. As contemporary

novelists, Park and Penny in their respective commitments to Northern Ireland

and South Africa, provide us with narratives in which they ponder over the ways

to break down some old barriers which, if relegated to the margins of public

[and individual] attention, make narrow paths to national coexistence even narrower and more problematic. Wedged deep inside these representative texts,

however, one finds Park’s/Penny’s conviction that the overall goal aimed at

handling the conflict-ridden past by endorsing revised political models built on

remembering, forgiveness and reconciliation is by no means an easy thing to

accomplish. As both authors seem to suggest the effectiveness of the new political dispensation in both countries requires a more arduous work not only on

the meta-political level of collective consciousness but, above all else, on the

level of individual participation in and perception of the watershed transitional

processes.



CONFLICT AND TRANSFORMATION



It is an undeniable fact that recently a strengthened sense of independence, a

drive for self-determination has framed some European or African societies’/nations’ response to decades of undemocratic rule. Their struggle against

oppressiveness or injustice is generally perceived as validated, and as such elicits

sympathy and wins support from those who are willing to acknowledge the

ideals of freedom and democracy. Within the above context, insomuch as the

aim of any liberating strife is made manifest, namely to generate conditions for

more inclusive/representative political processes, the dynamic of a given postconflict [re]construction of social interaction has been given prominence in the

public realm. At the same time, observed resolutions of former conflicts appear

as problematic opening a new/obscure chapter in the [re]emerging life of a given

nation. Thus understood ‘civil unrest’, initially stirred up by the problem of exclusion, if successfully terminated, must eventually be directed at channeling all

its energy into warding off hitherto disruptive sectarian tendencies. Ukraine can

be here a good example of the country whose divided society, in the aftermath

of the civil war, will have to find ways to fostering reconciliation. In order to

understand potential future scenarios for countries facing a similar predicament,

this paper provides a comparative study of two illustrative literary narratives created in post-apartheid South Africa and post-Troubles Northern Ireland. Their

relevance to a discussion of contemporary revolutions and transformations is

ensured by the intentions of many home-grown writers who for over a decade,

against the momentum of democratic transformation, attempted at thematizing

collective and individual hopes for the future but also resistances to the past of

the two countries in question.1

Despite obvious differences in culture, politics or ethnicity, both societies, after the political watersheds of the 1990s, had to embark on restructuring

of deep-rooted antagonisms as well as on nurturing new states of mind which

due to constructive dialogism could overcome the legacy of the past. The troublesome residue boiled down to undone/unprocessed militancy that continued

The choice of contemporary South African and Northern Irish literatures is by no means

coincidental. Both of these have to do with literary traditions within which the notion of a

conflicted/divided society comes to the forefront. And the two fictional narratives discussed above

should be regarded as manifestations of the larger whole. Referring to Pierre Bourdieu’s depiction

of literary fields, there is “[…] the heritage accumulated by collective work [which] presents itself to

each agent as a space of possibles [and] an ensemble of probable constraints” (2007: 235). Such

limitations derive from the fact that in both contexts the focus is often on realistic and political

narratives, where authors delve into matters of ultimate importance for a given society. With the

political breakthroughs in South Africa and Northern Ireland, among the crucial notions to consider

is the question of the past and its bearing upon the present.

1
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to resonate years after the political change both in collective and individual

mindsets. Hence, South African and Northern Irish authors, in their works of

fiction, highlighted the importance of countermeasures to be taken against

obliviousness to past troubles, posed questions concerning the responsibility for

wrongs committed in the recent past, finally pondered over some sort of tactical

support in dealing with maladies of the past. As it is to be proven, novelists

tried and managed to indicate how deeply ‘inscribed into the past’ both populations are, and what obstacles remain while paving paths to reconciliation. As this

paper has its apparent limitations, my discussion on the outlined issues has been

purposely ‘edited out’. Therefore, only two exemplary texts, one written by

David Park and another by Sarah Penny, as representative of the relevant and

contextually-set domestic debates, have been chosen to illustrate pressures of

the transformation change as mounting between the past and the present,

between remembering and forgetting.2

South Africa and Northern Ireland, from a post-conflict angle, could

be generally characterized by the dialectic relationship between old boundaries

and new frontiers which provides a hint of underlying tensions between the past,

the present and the future. This assumption, if proved realistic, enables one to

seek such areas of investigation within which, for instance, sectarian/political

divisions and antagonisms are no less echoing years after the conflict than before

its actual end. With regard to the above, some distinctive patterns of [non]coping with negative implications of the political divide/strife are observed and

thematized within the literary fields of post-Troubles Northern Ireland and

post-apartheid South Africa. In both countries, in the wake of the local political

change that initiated nation-[re]building and democratization processes, the

need to move forward by [re]negotiating rather than cementing former confrontational identities was highlighted. However, those very high and sanguine

expectations of the general public to think afresh eventually collided with the

underlying dynamic of denial. Both the present and projected future seemed

flawed as opening to past transgressions was less preferred than letting the

disturbing past teeter on the brink of oblivion. Nevertheless, to paraphrase

Reinhart Koselleck, “an expectational horizon” 3 was insufficient to facilitate

See analogously contextualized studies of other South African and Northern Irish narratives in

Bartnik (2009; 2012; 2014).

3 As indicated by Koselleck, “expectation takes place in the today”. For many, in South Africa and

Norther Ireland, ‘today’ would denote a more or less extensive erasure of the past. And though

Koselleck pointed out that “the presence of the past is distinct from the presence of the future”, it

2
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South African and Northern Irish people to shift their identities into ‘a new erea’

at the expense of memory lapses. Whether living here and now, or turning

towards the future, one found highly difficult to eschew confrontations with

unsolicited, yet very correlated with the present, glimpses into the uneasiness of

‘bygone’ [hi]stories. This juxtaposition of the old with the new, for the gravity

of the aforementioned issues, could not be neglected both by South African and

Northern Irish political and socio-cultural discourses of.4

David Park and Sarah Penny in their respective commitments to

Northern Ireland and South Africa, provide us with narratives in which they

consider the ways to break down the old walls of partition which, if left unaddressed, make narrow paths to national coexistence even narrower and more

problematic. Consistent with a number of contemporary writers indigenous to

the cultures and communities in question, both writers remain within the tradition of referential literature to fortify counteracting against the reoccurrence of

sharp divisions; in consequence, against intentional and ineffective amnesia. In

accordance with Joe Cleary’s definition of referential narratives, this type of

literary production is “deployed […] to challenge partitionist identities and mentalities”, and rather than on “regressive” focuses on “emancipatory imaginings” 5

(Cleary 2004: 59). Nonetheless, wedged deep inside these representative texts is,

shared by both authors, the general conviction that handling the conflict-ridden

past by endorsing revised political models built on remembering, forgiveness

and national reconciliation is by no means an easy thing to accomplish and requires a more arduous work as much on the level of collective as individual

consciousness. With regard to Park’s and Penny’s texts however, it is the character of individual remembering and its inherent selectiveness which gains a particular attention.6

cannot be concluded that a progressive horizon of expectations can be devoid of “layers of

experience of earlier times” (2004: 260).

4 Molly Andrews in Shaping history indicates that “stories are never told in a vacuum”. Thus, either

scholarly or literary studies or representations of the outside world are contingent upon the

correlation of “subjectivit[ies]” and specific socio-political contexts (2007: 3, 9). Whenever there is

the question of national transformation, narratives of “becoming”, of setting a new quality against

former political and mental formats come forcefully to the forefront.

5 Of key importance in reading the term ‘emancipatory’ is to have in mind past sins which have been

worked through, internalized and included within post-conflict collective narratives.

6 Astrid Erll underlines close correlations between “literature and processes of collective

remembering”. According to her, both literary and memory narratives use similar “semantically

charged forms to produce meaningful versions of the past” (Erll 2009: 30). However, the fact that

only an objectified past is presentable, as built on subjective and selective material, does not negate

the cognitive significance of evocative, individual relations at large. Literature, though to a different
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David Park presents the story of a former paramilitary

fighter/gunman who, living in post-Troubles Northern Ireland, tries to assume,

or rather [re]define his identity by bidding farewell to the former days of militancy. However, the wrongly internalized past does not cease to haunt the main

protagonist and manifests itself in dramatic awakenings of tarnished consciousness. Park’s novel is one of many Northern Irish literary works, in which the

problem of the individual’s difficult past, and its bear on the present, turn out

of pivotal importance. This is one of those narratives which resonate with

Hannah Arendt’s admonition not to eliminate from our mindsets the memory

of past transgressions.7 With the same insistence on re-channeling the past into

the present, Geraldine Smyth speaks of “[…] a refusal to consign […] lived lives

to ‘holes of oblivion’ as if they had never existed and were of no consequence”

(2007: 131).8 By all means, however, are of consequence for the present and

future the prior experiences as embedded in the structure of sectarian antagonism, abuse and suffering.

Therefore, in order to understand the meanderings of post-Troubles

Northern Irish mindsets, one is afforded – first – a glimpse into the main protagonist’s young years. Raised by an abusive father [a former paramilitary],

Martin was squeezed into the pattern of deep-seated and unrelenting belligerence: “[…] he stands in front of him, his mirror image and he can smell his

father’s sweat and the sweet scent of his own piss and fear as he comes closer.

[…] ‘Are you just goin’ to stand there and let someone paste you?” (S, 3).9 It is

in this spirit, as briefly outlined in the introductory chapter of the book, that

Martin discovers much later his calling to fight or retaliate, in accordance with

the paramilitary pattern, against presumed ‘others’. Subsequent to the Good

Friday Agreement, as if in contrast to his former self, Martin opts for becoming

a custodian of historical memory.10 With the burden of the ‘official’ past on his

degree than documents, plays its role in [re]creating the past; concurrently, providing thought-out

perspectives of single characters, literary narratives often put emphasis on the very phenomenon of

selectiveness in approaching the past, and on the consequence of internal repressions.

7 Arendt’s discussion of guilt, transgression and responsibility one finds in Responsibility and judgment

(2003: 147-158).

8 Those two eminent figures, that is Arendt and Smyth, and their theoretical frameworks for and

insistence on remembering and responsibility I have used as a constant and pivotal reference point

in most of my publications devoted, albeit in various textual constellations, to the weight of the past

in contemporary South Africa and Northern Ireland (see Bartnik 2009, 2012, 2014).

9 Henceforth, ‘S’ is to be used as the abbreviation for Swallowing the sun.

10 This aspect of Park’s narrative serves as an indicator of the lack of balance between historical and

individual memory. The protagonist’s coming to terms with the past is debilitated by securing a

personal sense of complacency behind facades of the museum-like policy of remembering.
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shoulders, Martin accepts only questions regarding its practical worth and applicability. Formally, he seems skeptical about contrasting/opposing the past with

the present, where the former is to be seen as an account of the departed, thus

of little value, and the latter as a synonym of progress: “[…] he wonders if it is

part of an evolutionary process – a step forward to something better, [to] throw

off the husks of the past and disregard all that is dead and worthless” (S, 9). On

the other hand, his insight into the recent history is not entirely forthright.

According to Martin, integral to his vocation is “[…] preserving the best things

of the past, keeping them safe for the future” (S, 23). Yet, the preservation of

the worthiest and most suitable implies that within the recesses of one’s memory

remain uncharted territories with plenty of the unsolicited/unprocessed material. And for that very reason, the protagonist decides that the safeguarding of

what went before can have nothing to do with “[…] the lies of the past to stain

the present he’s [Martin] created” [italics mine] (S, 27).

What is then the reality he has outlined for himself, hence must face

up to? In essence, it is marked by an unyielding polarity between the seeming

comfort of here and now and intrusive presence of bygone days. This is life, as

we get informed, “on the edge of fear […], as if you were walking on the thinnest

of ice which might suddenly crack and plunge you into the darkness of the

waters below” (S, 26). Paraphrasing Zygmunt Bauman, any affirmative identification in terms of national unity “[…] requires signing a blank cheque and striking off past deeds from the crime register” (1999: 168). And although Park’s

story is not directly related to the problem of building the collective mindset of

Northern Ireland, it definitely concerns the individual as struggling with himself

and juxtaposed with the whole of society at the moment of political transition.

With little in-depth recognition of past shadows, what comes to the fore are the

seemingly bygone thoughts. And in conflict with the new identity, they reveal its

escapist character sooner than expected progressiveness. Given that, Martin

wants to see himself as a custodian of the above-mentioned ‘official’ memory,

living in the symbolic city of Belfast, a new reality that “[…] feels dizzy, […]

breaking away from what [it denoted before]. Everywhere he looks there is new

building, a new skyline of hotels and offices” (S, 71). Unfortunately, the new

Northern Irish realm, as perceived by the protagonist, has its dark secrets of the

past that have entered a dormant state, awaiting to be revived. Martin’s world is

marked by tensions between self-control and self-denial. In other words, the

prerequisite for negotiating post-Troubles reality is indeed to remember the past,
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yet on his conditions, where guilt and destructiveness of past decades have been

bracketed out from Martin’s post-conflict life-framework.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu, referring to the relevance of apartheid to

post-regime South Africa, pointed out that there is no transition from “conflict,

injustice, oppression […] to a new and democratic dispensation” unless recent

history in its fullest dimension has been confronted (qtd in Daly & Sarkin 2007:

134). And although Tutu’s high hopes, to a certain extent, have been deflated,

the vector of expectations concerning resolute uncovering of past wrongs

remains unaltered. The main character of Park’s novel epitomizes the plight of

individuals who have chosen to move on in violation of that fundamental principle as outlined by Tutu. With no balance kept between the present and the

past, the moment Martin is exposed to suffering – already in post-Troubles

Northern Ireland, saddled with the tools of unresolved militancy, he intuitively

turns to sectarian violence to mete out ‘justice’. After his daughter death, he

declares “[t]here is no future – there is only past” (S, 99), which entails the rediscovery of anger, revenge but also catching the perpetrators to employ a tit-fortat tactic. What is then the world he can hold on to? Having the foe in sight, the

former paramilitary man retreats into the darkness of the Troubles: “He has to

go back to being a soldier, to stand of the walls and protect what they have left

[…] there were things he learned during those years and even though he […]

buried them with the rest of his past, he starts to dig them out of his memory”

(S, 190). In the time of crisis the repressed, yet deep-seated, sectarian identity

and the language of retaliation turn out most effective while approaching the

opposing side. Martin, declaratively, is ready to assert that the war he fought was

wrong; nevertheless, this declaration is weakened by his inability to reach out to

the other. In the above context, along with the renewed constellation of militant

values, there is no room for empathy and “consoling stories of suffering”; there

is only the logic of fighting back.

Eventually, the fire of revenge brings him to the point of no return.

With an air of the old belligerence, Martin is ready to destroy anyone who endangers the safety of his family, or the safety of his people. Following the sectarian

logic of loyalty, he begins an unrelenting onslaught on his son’s ‘enemy’ threatening to physically hurt the latter’s father: “I going to kick the shit out of him for

havin’ brought such an ugly little shite like you into the world” (S, 187); and then

an attack on those held responsible for his daughter’s death. Recognizing in

them former paramilitaries, Martin falls victim to his own past he has buried

under the layering of the new beginning. Now, the only option left is to actually
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find the man and kill him. Ironically, when about to do it, his foe/victim/fellowman starts begging for mercy reminding Martin that he should act

like a loyal man as “[…] [they] were soldiers together. [They] fought in the war”.

Martin is admonished for not standing in solidarity with those who used to

struggle to defend certain ideals and protect their own people. This is the

moment of a life changing epiphany, when Martin becomes ready to

acknowledge his personal guilt. In renouncing the old mindset, the protagonist

must go beyond thinking in terms of collective responsibility. As Arendt underlines, if a new start is declared and drawn on the acknowledgement of collective

guilt, confessions must be regarded with utmost suspicion as “[…] the best possible safeguard against the discovery of culprits […] and the best excuse for

doing nothing” (1970: 650). The character of Martin and the decision to diagnose himself seem in parallel with developing narratives, present in the public

domain of post-conflict societies, that bring into the open less institutionalized

contributions to the wrongs of the past. Theirs is the objective to deconstruct

the story of blind retribution, of politicized reasoning, and replace it with stories

of self-examination in the context of past wrongs as committed also, if not in

the first place, by individual people.

As Smyth claims, what is required in post-Troubles Northern Ireland

is “a time-space for withdrawal and lament and rituals that hold life in fragile

trust”. In other words, what is needed is “mourning” understood as “surviving

into a new day […] living through the loss, […] not defined by death but by life”

(Smyth 2007: 127). Life, by no means, can denote inflicting pain or retaliatory

measures. In the moment of revelation, Martin’s new sense of selfhood incites

“lowering the gun […]. He straightens his arm but the gun feels suddenly heavy

in is hand. Take your stand. Show him, Martin. Make his eyes water. […] He

turns away and in his ears he hears a voice calling him ‘a bastard’, ‘a useless little

cunt’. But then it’s Jaunty [one of the paramilitaries] shouting, […] with relief”

(S, 232). Giving up on the act of revenge, the main character is to renounce the

rhetoric of violence, ceases to be an accomplice of wrongdoing and becomes

more responsive to the nuances of the past, his past. The reborn Martin, set

against the backdrop of Northern Irish [de]escalating tensions, finally has a

chance to turn into a genuine custodian of less politicized and more individualized historical memory. Back in the museum, Martin again sees the past

coming to the fore, yet this time as strongly interwoven with the present and the

future. His late daughter is enshrined in the museum – “here in this place where

the past is cared for and preserved, where nothing is allowed to decay or be
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destroyed” (S, 240). And although the memory of the wrong committed, of her

death, is to be conserved and well-kept, it is by no means the policy of resentment which is to be nursed. As has been noted before, in the end all comes

down to survival which entails controlled observation and acknowledgement of

life without putting into holes of oblivion the loss, the suffering, the blame and

shame for the immensity of violence and past transgressions.

Where the new rhetoric of remembering gains momentum, “[…] rituals, spaces […] that leave behind paradigms of trauma and exclusion and evoke

longings for healing, willingness to make a new start” are to be foregrounded

(Smyth 2007: 132). Park’s ending should be read exactly in this spirit. Martin, a

former militant man, who used to opt alternatively either for the future or the

past, now embraces a more inclusive/comprehensive view of the post-Troubles

life. It is his daughter’s death that enables him to redefine the past in relation to

its relevance to the present. What has hitherto been indicated comes down to

the conclusion that key participants in the Northern Irish discord, and Park’s

character undergoes this category, happen to evade the self-imposed questions

regarding their accountability for sustaining the state of belligerence. But in the

new political dispensation narrative voice “must eventually acknowledge past

destructiveness and those whom it most affected” (McDonagh 2007: 154).

Martin, after looking back upon his political roots and renouncing the fuel that

drove his militancy, begins to perceive his daughter as a symbol of the change.

Rachel becomes “[…] the goddess of the skies who wears the bright ball of the

sun in her hair, who swallows it whole every night and then pours it out each

dawn” (S, 243). The eponymous goddess who swallows the sun serves as a metaphor for the aforesaid survival where the darkness of past transgressions has

not been repressed and every new day increases chances of building a more

restorative and reconciliatory Northern Ireland. Therefore, Park in the final

words of his novel gives the main protagonist an opportunity to “[…] go out,

breathe in the air, try to warm himself with whatever heat the new day is able to

muster” (S, 244).

In discussing the problem of old boundaries and new horizons, my

argument – as noted above – goes beyond a particular reading of one particular

cultural context. Hence, the remainder of this paper is devoted to Sarah Penny’s

novel, The beneficiaries. Penny, a young South African author, depicts a white émigré who lives in London, yet returns to democratic South Africa to reclaim her

past. This trip appears to be her chance to find out that the fundamental policy

in a process of national and personal healing is not to upset the balance of “[…]
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too much remembering and too much forgetting” (Daly & Sarkin 2007: 22).

Analogously to what Park depicted, the consistent pattern of denial and verification of past memories is also relevant to the post-apartheid South African

context, and reveals itself in The beneficiaries. Before the main protagonist attains

a sense of proper perspective, she is supposed to learn how to “employ the most

open kind of cognizant language [since] if you speak in a certain manner, you

think in that manner too. You don’t shape your words; they shape you” (B, 65).11

To put it another way, Lally’s attempt at language efficiency is tantamount to

integrating one’s thoughts with the changes of post-apartheid reality. This, in

turn, means replacing an escapist, if not opinionated, viewpoint with a more

comprehensive and balanced perspective.

At the outset of her circuitous journey, we observe the main character

in preparation to leave South Africa as she feels no part of the confrontational

landscape. With a privileged upbringing, Lally is destined to live by divisions of

the surrounding black-and-white world. Out of her adolescent friend come the

disturbing words of explanation regarding the shaping of local mindsets: “The

chief purpose of every single day in your life is to teach you what to hate and

what to adore” (B, 104). Thus, at the outset we observe a world in which young

minds are still lectured about the partial history of racial violence, where nonwhites are mainly held responsible for its escalation. Leaving this place, Lally

wants to forget by shaking the whole South African burden off her shoulders.

To depart means lapsing into intentional amnesia, which in time turns into a

sense of aloofness to the abandoned homeland. The tactic of non-inclusion continues to work effectively even in 1994. In response to a friend’s query about

her participation in the first democratic elections – “You must have voted in

’94. […] You must have wanted to be a part of that?” – Lally bluntly admitted

that she “didn’t want to be a part of that” (B, 137).

Skepticism about the prospect of full-fledged post-apartheid changes,

and Lally’s declared distance both towards the present and the past, results

further on in expressing serious doubts concerning the TRC proceedings. Called

to stand before the Commission to provide a witness testimony in the abduction

case of a young black man, Lally makes reservations about her return to remote

events that have been blurred throughout the years. In a conversation with Pim,

a white devotee of the current political reform, she declares there is no point in

reaching out to the past and bringing up discomforting memories. His voice of

11



Henceforth, ‘B’ is to be used as the abbreviation for The beneficiaries.
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protest that “[t]ruth is the point. Knowledge is the point” is counterbalanced by

Lally’s dismissing rationalizations: “[y]ou can make yourself remember but you

can’t make them not forget. So you go there and you make yourself remember

and you put yourself in that place and then … your memory finds their forgetting” (B, 164). Yet, laying the blame on the other party appears as nothing but

empty rhetoric covering up her own deep-seated unwillingness to carry on with

a deeper personal/individual introspection.

Lally’s disregard towards remembering is a deliberate tactic to omit

those references to the past which implicate herself in the legacy of South

African moral culpability. This sort of inclination one finds confirmed twice in

the text. First, back in London, when asked by a Nigerian male friend to define

their “common heritage of Africa”, Lally is persistent in repeating that she does

not remember. His comment and conclusion leave no doubt that she is “faking

and evading. […] and need[s] to sort things out” as she is not “the only one to

be confused”. Under such circumstance, the only thing to be done is to “[…]

negotiate these blockings. [She] has got to own the past” [italics original] (B, 1812). Second, in democratic South Africa, when reprimanded by a fellowman and

tutored by his counselling intervention. He finds her as “[…] running away. […]

‘You’ve been running away for so long you don’t even know how to stop” (B,

192). It comes as obvious that breaking free of her own memory in the end

almost certainly brings detrimental and unwanted long-term consequences.

Therefore, the only good advice that she has been given is to tread upon her

most private space, the one she has “secluded behind the scars of concealment”.

Interestingly enough, not only this female protagonist but also the

main character of Park’s novel, their general difficulty in internalizing [swallowing] the past, reminds me of Gűnter Grass’ text Beim Häuten der Zwiebel. Grass

himself, after years of dormancy, made up his mind to write a referential narrative. Launching his personal process of peeling off the disguise of flawless

decency, Grass confessed to personal faults or transgressions during the Nazi

past. Interviewed, he pointed out that reaching out to the core of one’s troublesome memories was neither trouble free nor momentary. By analogy, the

moment the main character of Penny’s novel lets herself enter her private/intimate sphere in order to retrieve concealed memories, she recognizes “[…]

the victim Sipho Qhashane […]; the perpetrator […], and the beneficiary of the

system, herself, her then-self, […] the almost spectator/almost participant of a

backwater murder mystery” (B, 203). In averting eyes from the South African

past, from the trauma of her personal errors, Lally would be plunging into half135
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truths, and eventually her inactions would be akin to the avoidance of accountability for the apartheid malady. Thus, her former skepticism about the current

political change, her confusion regarding the hearing before the Commission is

finally superseded by self-exposure and commitment to become part of the

South African healing process. As she concludes, “[m]aybe it will be all right if

[…] people know the crying. Maybe that is why there is a Commission – to cry,

to write the letters, to let the words out” (B, 204). Finally, one’s opening-up to

the past malady has taken the place of the mentality of denial and the language

of escapism.

In conclusion, I would like to submit to consideration Duncan Bell’s

view on the matter of national [dis]integration. Of dialogical coexistence, which

is in need if not at stake in countries driven by actual or former conflicts, Bell

said that it must go along with “the promotion of a tolerant historical consciousness”, which is unthinkable unless “each side accepts within its own political

culture the possibility of pasts, presents and futures” (2006: 21). In other words,

in restructuring the mental maps of South Africa/Northern Ireland, it is evident

and undeniable that the whole of society is supposed to make collective efforts

to embrace the past. Pressured to succeed, such societies have every chance to

fail in putting the past behind without individual, overt and sincere commitments to transparent examining of one’s own transgressions. Within this

framework one finds narratives opening up to reimagining past ordeals, a sine

qua non of democratic integrity and consolidation. Only on this condition is it

possible to explore ‘new horizons’ in a more inclusive manner, within more inclusive political dispensations. Such texts as the two analyzed here, quite representative of both literary realms, inscribe themselves perfectly in the aforesaid

phenomenon of the post-conflict overhaul, and as such can be regarded as a

useful reference point for the reading public in the countries still ahead of

groundbreaking transformations.
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ABSTRACT

Literature is a social institution which represents life; and life is, in large measure,

a social reality, even though the natural world and the inner or subjective world

of the individual have also been objects of literary imitation. Humans are sexed

beings and there is sexual difference, and these differences manifest themselves

in texts. The question of gender in literary texts has been approached by linguists

in two different ways. The first involves a comparison of the fiction created by

male and female authors and is typified by the search for a specifically female

style of writing. English women writers have never suffered from the lack of a

reading audience, nor have they wanted for attention from scholars and critics.

The literature on women – both feminist and anti-feminist – is a rumination on

the question of the nature and genesis of women’s oppression and social subordination.
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Literature is a social institution, using as its medium language, a social creation.

Furthermore, literature represents life; and life is, in large measure, a social reality, even though the natural world and the inner or subjective world of the individual have also been objects of literary imitation. Questions are asked about the

relations of literature to social institutions, to economic, social and political systems, position of women and man and many others.

The relation between literature and society is usually discussed by starting with the phrase, derived from the French philosopher and politician M. de

Bonald, that “literature is an expression of society.” 1 We have to be aware that

a writer expresses his experience and total conception of life; but it would be

untrue to say that he expresses the whole of life – or even the whole life of a

given time – completely and exhaustively. R. Wellek and A. Warren point out

that in Hegelian criticism and in that of H. Thaine, historical and social greatness

is equated with artistic greatness. ”The artist conveys truth and, necessarily, also

historical and social truths. […] Literature is really not a reflection of the social

process, but the essence, the abridgement and summary of all history.” 2 The

whole question of the economic basis of literary production, the social origin

and status of the writer as well as his social ideology may find expression in

literary activities. Then there is the problem of social content, the implications

and social purpose of the works of literature, the problems of the audience

together with the actual social influence of literature. The question how far literature is actually determined by or dependent on its social setting, on social

change and development is one which in one way or another, will enter into the

three divisions of our problem: the sociology of the writer, the social content of

the works themselves, and the influence of literature on society.3 Additionally,

since every writer is a member of society, he can be studied as a social being.

The writer is not only influenced by society: he influences it. Art not merely

reproduces life, but also shapes it, and people may model their lives on the patterns of fictional heroes and heroines. But even if a work of art contains elements which can be identified as biographical, these elements will be so rearranged and transformed in a work that they lose all their specifically personal

meaning and become simply concrete human material and integral elements of

The date of Bonald’s formula is given as 1802. It appears in Louis Gabriel Ambroise de Bonald,

“La littérature est l'expression de la société” in: Oeuvres complètes de M. de Bonald, Pair de France et Membre

de l'Académie française vol. 3, Paris, Migne, 1859.

2 R. Wellek, A.Warren, Theory of Literature, London, Penguin, 1978, p. 95.

3 Ibid., p. 96

1
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a work. The whole view that art is self-expression pure and simple and the transcript of personal feelings and experiences is false. Even when there is a close

relationship between the work of art and the life of an author, this must never

be constructed as meaning that the world of art is mere a copy of the life. We

must conclude that the biographical interpretation and use of every work of art

needs careful examination in each case, since the work of art is not a document

for biography.

The literature on women – both feminist and anti-feminist – is a rumination on the question of the nature and genesis of women’s oppression and

social subordination. Much of western European history conditions us to see

human differences in simplistic opposition to each other: dominant / subordinate, good / bad, up / down, superior / inferior. According to Audre Lorde, in

a society where the good is defined in terms of profit rather than in terms of

human need, there must always be some group of people who can be made to

feel surplus or to occupy the place of dehumanized inferior. “Within this society,

that group is made up of Black and Third World people, working-class people,

older people, and women.”4

Before we women can write, declared Virginia Wolf, we must “kill” the

“angel in the house.”5 In other words, women must kill the aesthetic ideal

through which they themselves have been “killed” into art. And similarly, all

women writers must kill the angel’s double, the “monster” in the house, who

kills female creativity. Virginia Woolf in A Room of One’s Own (1929) and in

numerous essays on women authors and on the cultural and economic disabilities, in what she called a “patriarchal” society, which hindered or prevented

women from realizing their creative possibilities, advocated for women’s social,

economic and cultural freedom and equality.

English women writers have never suffered from the lack of a reading

audience, nor have they wanted for attention from scholars and critics. Writing

about female creativity in the Subjection of Women (1869), John Stuart Mill argued

that women would have a hard struggle to overcome the influence of male literary tradition, and to create an original, primary and independent art. He argued

that “[i]f women lived in a different country from men, and had never read any



Audre Lorde, ”Age, Race, Class, and Sex: Women Redefining Difference”, in: Literary Theory: An

Anthology, eds. Julie Rivkin, Michael Ryan, Oxford, Blackwell, 1998, p. 630.

5 Virginia Wolf, ”Professions for Women”, The Death of the Moth and Other Essays, New York,

Harcourt, 1942, pp. 236-238.

4
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of their writings, they would have a literature of their own.” Instead, he reasoned, they would always be imitators and never innovators. 6

In the History of the English Novel, Ernest Baker devotes a separate chapter to women novelists, commenting that;

the woman of letters has peculiarities that mark her off from the other sex as

distinctly as peculiarities of race or of ancestral traditions. Whatever variety of

talent, outlook or personal disposition may be discernible among any dozen

women writers taken at random, it will be matched and probably outweighed

by resemblances distinctively feminine.7



In 1852, Levis thought he could identify the feminine literary traits as sentiment

and observation. In 1904, William L. Courtney found that “the female author is

at once self-conscious and didactic.”8 Women reading each other’s books have

also had difficulties in explaining their potential for what George Eliot called a

“precious specialty, lying quite apart from masculine aptitudes and experience.”9

Eliot herself tried to locate the female specialty in the maternal affections.

Julia Kristeva in her essay “Two Generations” writes that in the beginnings, “the women’s movement, as the struggle of the suffragists and existential

feminists, aspired to gain a place in linear time as the time of project and history.”10 In this sense, according to Kristeva, the movement “while immediately

universalist, is also deeply rooted in the socio-political life of nations.”11 Kristeva

continues:

The political demands of women, the struggles for equal pay for equal work,

for taking power in social institutions on an equal footing with men; the rejection, when necessary, of the attributes traditionally considered feminine or

maternal insofar as they are deemed incompatible with insertion in that history

– all are part of the logic of identification with certain values: not with the

John Steward Mill, “The subjection of Women”, in: Steward Mill, John, Taylor Mill, Harriet, Essays

on Sex Equality, ed. Alice S. Rossi, Chicago, 1970, ch. III, p. 207.

7 Ernest Baker, “Some Women Novelists”, History of the English Novel, x, London, H.F. and G.

Witherby, 1939, p. 194.

8 G. H. Lewes, “The Lady Novelists”, Westminster Review , n. s. II, 1852: 137; W. L. Courtney, The

Feminine Note in Fiction, London, Chapman & Hall, 1904, p. xiii.

9 George Eliot, “Silly Novels by Lady Novelists”, Westminster Review LXVI, 1856; reprinted in: Essays

of George Eliot, ed. Thomas Pinney, New York, Columbia UP, 1963, p. 324.

10 Julia Kristeva, “Two Generations” in: The Feminist Reader. Essays on Gender and Politics of Literary

Criticism, eds. Catherine Belsey, Jane Moore, London, Macmillan, 1997, p. 201.

11 Ibid.
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ideological (these are combated, and rightly so, as reactionary) but, rather, with

the logical and ontological values of a rationality dominant in the nation-state.12



Humans are sexed beings and there is sexual difference, and these differences

manifest themselves in texts. The question of gender13 in literary texts has been

approached by linguists in two different ways. The first involves a comparison

of the fiction created by male and female authors and is typified by the search

for a specifically female style of writing. The second involves a study of the uses

to which the linguistic gender system of different languages has been put in literary works. In the former, gender is seen as a cultural property of the author,

in the latter, a morphological property of the text. 14

As male and female characters in fiction receive very different treatment, studies of gender in literary texts include investigations into the representation of male and female writers’ literary creations and what these literary models can tell us about female or male affiliation as well as feminist or masculine

style of writing. Josephine Donovan writes:

I don’t believe a man and a woman are identical. The fact that men and women

have the whole of humanity in common and that at the same time there is

something slightly different, I consider a benediction. Our different experiences have to do with the way we experience pleasure, with our bodily experiences, which are not the same. Our different experiences necessarily leave different marks, different memories. The way we make love – because it isn’t the

same – produces different sensations and recollections. And these are transmitted through text.15



The belief that women’s language, contrary to men’s, is more polite and more

refined is very widespread and has been current for many centuries. In her

review of Dorothy Richardson’s novel Revolving Lights (1923), Virginia Woolf –

who can be seen as the most prominent modern thinker to discuss the differences between male and female literary styles – describes the female sentence as

“of a more elastic fibre than the old, capable of stretching to the extreme, of

Ibid.

“gender” is a term used here to describe social categories – feminine or masculine.

14 Anna Livia, ”One Man in Two is a Woman: Linguistic Approaches to Gender in Literary Texts”,

in: The Handbook of Language and Gender, eds. Janet Holmes, Miriam Meyerhoff, Oxford, Blackwell,

2005, p.142.

15 Josephine Donovan, ”Beyond the Net: Feminist Criticism as a Moral Criticism”, in: TwentiethCentury Literary Theory, ed. K. M. Newton, London, Macmillan, 1997, p. 230.

12
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suspending the frailest particles, of enveloping the vaguest shapes.” 16 Assuming

the traditional literary sentence to be masculine, she argues that it simply does

not fit women, who need something less pompous and more elastic which they

could bend in different ways to suit their purpose.

The term “woman’s language” was used Robin Lakoff in a pioneering

study called “Language and Woman’s place” (1973). In his analysis of Elizabeth

Janeway’s Man’s World, Woman’s Place (1971), Lakoff declares his alliance with

the feminist critique, particularly in the support it gives to the view that “the

marginality and powerlessness of women is reflected in […] the ways women

are expected to speak.”17 The contribution of Lakoff’s essay is to specify certain

lexical, syntactical and intonational features as characteristic of “woman’s language”, and which have come to be known subsequently as “WL features.”

Among those who believe that language is androcentric, woman language is conceived of sometimes as a non-verbal communication system in which intimacies

of touch replace the duplicity of words. Beyond communication by touch alone

lies the form of communication called body language, misunderstandings of

which can have alarming consequences across cultures.

Modern theorists have also looked at more subtle differences in men’s

and women’s writing. Sara Mills examines features such as descriptions of characters and self-descriptions in personal ads. In her analysis of romance novel by

Barbara Taylor Bradford, Mills demonstrates that the actions performed by the

female character are of a different quality from those performed by the male.

Parts of the woman’s body move without her volition and she is represented as

the passive recipient of the male’s actions. The male acts while the female feels.18

Female affiliation, or a distinctly feminist style, is another possibility, in which

the tone may be ironic or detached; female characters are presented as assertive

and self-confident, and the reader is addressed directly and drawn into the text

to share the narrator’s point of view. Mills quotes a passage from Ellen Galford’s

Moll Cutpurse to illustrate her point: “She had a voice like a bellowing ox and a

laugh like a love-sick lion.”19 This heroine is clearly very different from the passive female, mere object of male’s attention. A lion is usually a symbol of mas-



16Virginia



Wolf, ”Doroty Richardson and the Women’s Sentence”, in: The Feminist Critique of

Language: A Reader, ed. Deboragh Cameron, London, Routledge, 1990 p. 72.

17 Sally McConnell-Ginet, “Linguistics and the Feminist Challenge”, in: Women and Language in

Literature and Society, ed. Sally McConnell-Ginet et al., New York, Praeger, 1980, p. 16.

18 Sara Mills, Feminist Stylistics, London, Routledge, 1995, pp. 147-149.

19 Ibid., pp. 60-61.
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culine strength, but this lion is in love and therefore emotional. Moll thus combines a traditionally masculine quality (strength) with a traditionally feminine

quality (deep feeling).

Studies of gender in literary texts have not been confined to stylistic

analysis, but also include investigations into the representation of men and

women and what these literary models can tell us about their authors – male or

female writers.

If feminist criticism is characterised by its political commitment to the

struggle against all forms of patriarchy and sexism, it follows that the very fact

of being female does not necessarily guarantee a feminist approach. It is a truism,

but it needs to be said that not all books written by women on women writers

exemplify antipatriarchal commitment. This is particularly true for many early

(pre-1960) works on women writers, which often indulge in precisely the kind

of patriarchal stereotyping feminists want to combat. A female tradition in literature or criticism is not necessarily a feminist one.

In her essay “Are Women’s Novels Feminist Novels?” Rosalind

Coward discusses the general confusion of feminist with female writing, both

within the women’s movement and in publishing and the other media. Coward

argues that “The Mills and Boon romantic novels are written by, read by, marketed for, and are all about women. Yet nothing could be further from the aims

feminism than these fantasies based on sexual, racial, and class submission

which so frequently characterise these novels.” 20 It is often assumed that the

very fact of describing experience typical of women is a feminist act. On the

other hand this is obviously true: since patriarchy has always tried to silence and

repress women and women’s experience, rendering them visible is clearly an

important anti-patriarchal strategy. On the other hand, however, women’s

experience can be made visible in alienating, deluded or degrading ways.

The fact that so many feminist critics have chosen to write about

female authors can be seen as a crucial political choice, but not a definition of

feminist criticism. It is not its object, but its political perspective which gives

feminist criticism its relative unity. Feminist critics, then, may well deal with

books written by men, as they have done from the late 1960’s to the present day.

Kate Millet, for example, in her Sexual Politics reveals the fundamental sexism of

male writers such as Norman Mailer, Henry Miller and D. H. Lawrence; Mary



Rosalind Coward, “Are Women’s Novels Feminist Novels?”, in: The New Feminist Criticism, ed.

Elaine Showalter, London, Virago, 1986, p. 230.
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Ellman in Thinking About Women discusses the sexist habits of male literary critics, and Penny Boumelha analyses the sexual ideology of Thomas Hardy in her

Thomas Hardy and Women, just to mention a few.21

A final problem raised by the distinction between feminist and female

is the question of whether men can be feminists or feminist critics. If feminists

do not have to work exclusively on female authors, perhaps they do not need to

be females, either. In principle, the answer to this question is surely yes: men can

be feminists – but they cannot be women, just like whites can be anti-racist, but

not black. In practice, therefore, the male feminist ought to ask himself whether

he as a male is really doing feminism a service in our present situation by muscling in on the one cultural and intellectual space women have created for themselves.

We can view feminine identity as an historical construction which has

been shifting over time, constantly being reworked and renegotiated, adapting

to changing pressures and challenges. It seems, therefore an appropriate point

to analyse changes in the position of women through history. What did it mean

to be a woman in the second half of the nineteenth century and how did it differ

in the twentieth century?

And feminism has its history. During the Feminine phases, dating from

about 1840 to 1880, women wrote in an effort to equal the intellectual achievements of the male culture, and internalized its assumptions about female nature.

According to Donovan the distinguishing sign of this period is the male pseudonym, introduced in England in the 1940s, and national characteristic of

English women writers “as that the feminist content of feminine art is typically

oblique, displaced, ironic and subversive so one has to read it between the lines,

in the missed possibilities of the text.”22

The period from 1880-1920 is not only a fin-de-siècle period of decadence and disillusion, but also one of aube-de-siècle joy at the potentialities of

what mankind could achieve, and the hope of a brighter future – a joy which

died as much else in the dreadful shock of the First World War.

The decline of Victorian values seems to have nowhere such marked

influence as in the sphere of novel. Under the first impact of this reaction, poetry

was relegated to a subordinate position and the Age of Novel was ushered. However, it should not be presumed in considering the general development of the

Kate Millet, Sexual Politics, London, 1971; Mary Ellman, Thinking About Women, New York, 1968;

Penny Boumelha, Thomas Hardy and Women, Brighton, 1982.

22 Josephine Donovan, ”Beyond the Net: Feminist Criticism as a Moral Criticism,” p. 217.
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novel from the Victorian to the modern times that there is a sharp deviation

from the Victorian line; for even the modern novelists learned the craft from

the old masters. Definite relationship is noticeable between the Victorian masters of the craft and the novelists of the post-Victorian period. Of course, the

changing social and intellectual environments made the Edwardian novel inevitably realistic in tone. The tendency of the time is to avoid sentiment and to look

upon life critically and even cynically. All subjects are handled with a frankness

which would have horrified the moralist of the previous age. A particularly

strong school of novelists is interested in social subjects and is affected with the

prevailing economic unrest.

In the Feminist phase, from about 1880 to 1920, or the winning of the

vote, woman are historically enabled to reject the accommodating postures of

femininity and to use literature to dramatize the ordeals of wronged womanhood. Late nineteenth century feminists based their arguments for equality

largely on grounds of social justice. This was also combined with the belief that

women in political life would imply the abolition of patriarchal cultural hegemony. So votes for women would abolish the public/private divide and allow

women to bring their nurturing, and other womanly qualities, to the benefit of

the public domain and inaugurate social reform. Socialist-feminists were keener

to focus on the unequal economic position of women. They sought to combine

class and gender analysis and believed that ultimately women could only be

emancipated in a socialist society.

In the Female phase, since the 1920s, women reject both imitation and

protest, which were the forms of dependency, and turned to female experience

as the source of an autonomous art. As the Edwardian era 23 gave way to greater

freedom for women, especially in the inter-war period, so women novelists felt

freer to express themselves in new ways. The literary movement of modernism

coincided with the new social developments consequent upon the horror and

paradoxical liberty of the post-First-War period.

The “woman question” had arrived in earnest and the vague, but

popular phrase “the New Woman” was coined in the nineties in an effort to

describe women who had either won or were fighting for a degree of equality or

personal freedom. It can hardly be surprising then to find that even established

male writers like Thomas Hardy, George Moore, George Gissing, George

Edwardian period – the literary period between the death of Queen Victoria (1901) and the

beginning of World War I (1914). It is named for King Edward VII, who reigned from 1901 to

1910.

23
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Meredith, Henry James or H. G. Wells showed an interest in or an awareness of

contemporary women’s issues.

The major impetus of the male support for emancipation goes back to

the Quaker movement24 where women were considered equal to men in the eyes

of God, and to the days of Chartism. 25 Anne Holden Rønning writes that the

extent to which the Chartists were willing to give their women the franchise is

doubtful, as critics disagree on the genuineness of their intentions, but such

people as Robert Owen (1771-1858) and Richard Carlie (1790-1843) wrote many

speeches and articles in favour of women’s equality, and are often looked upon

as the fathers of feminism. William Thompson’s Appeal of one Half of the Human

Race, Women against the Pretensions of the Other Half, Man, to Retain them in Political,

and thence in Civil and Domestic Slavery (1825) is one of the classics of early male

support for emancipation. 26

The major support for women came in the 1860s with the publication

of John Stuart Mill’s The Subjection of Women (1869), and hid speeches in Parliament for the equality of women. In Mill’s opinion this could only be achieved

by giving women the vote. It was also Mill who together with Henry Fawcett

introduced the first Bill for women’s suffrage in Parliament on 20 May 1867.

Another man who fought for the cause in its early stages was Jacob Bright (18211899), Liberal MP for Manchester. The “Women’s Disabilities Bill” he introduced in 1870, received a majority of 33 in favour, and passed to the second

reading, but was rejected in Committee. He also introduced Bills in 1871, 1872,

1873 and 1877. W. Forsyth, Conservative, introduced Bills in 1874, 1875 and

1876, while William Woodall, Liberal, introduced Bills in 1884/1885, 1887,

1889, 1890/1891. Bright and Woodall wrote from time to time in the women’s

magazines and newspapers expounding their views in favour of the women getting the vote, and the other cases they fought for. 27



The Quaker movement was founded in England by George Fox (1624-1691), a nonconformist

religious reformer. The Quakers believed that every man and woman has direct access to God and

that every person - male or female, slave or free is of equal worth.

25Chartism - class movement for parliamentary reform named after the People’s Charter, a bill

drafted by the London radical William Lovett in May 1838. It contained six demands: universal

manhood suffrage, equal electoral districts, vote by ballot, annually elected Parliaments, payment of

members of Parliament, and abolition of the property qualifications for membership. Chartism was

the first movement both working class in character and national in scope that grew out of the protest

against the injustices of the new industrial and political order in Britain. While composed of working

people, Chartism was also mobilized around populism as well as clan identity.

26 Anne Holden Rønning, Hidden and Visible Suffrage, Berlin, Peter Lang, 1995, pp. 68-69.

27 Ibid., p. 69.
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In the 1890s established writers such as George More (1852-1933),

George Gissing (1857-1903) and Thomas Hardy (1840-1928) were inspired to

push for greater artistic freedom of expression, in particular, greater sexual

frankness in their fiction. At the same time, what was generally known as the

Woman Question was becoming one of the most popularly discussed and volatile issues of the decade; increased opportunities for education and employment

for women, and feminist challenges to conventional gender roles and the sexual

double standard, prompted an ongoing debate in newspapers, magazines and

journals about the nature and status of women. Rejecting the Victorian value of

reticence, the authors of this new fiction broke with a long tradition of silence

about female sexuality. This in turn allowed writers to present the emotions and

motivations of women and men with a new psychological honesty and depth. A

large number of women writers, as well as male writers, saw the new trend

towards greater realism in fiction as an opportunity to write about women’s lives

with an unprecedented fairness and specificity.

There was inevitably a great deal of protest against this trend in fiction,

and the critical uproar that greeted the publication of Thomas Hardy’s Jude the

Obscure in 1895 resulted in a temporary decline in sexual frankness and psychological analysis in fiction. But the early years of the twentieth century, the innovations of the new realism began to reassert themselves in contemporary fiction.

Publishers, wary of negative critical and public response, still demanded that

their authors delete potentially offensive passages, but readers now expected a

certain level of frankness and sophistication in fiction, particularly with regard

to sexual matters. Continued debate over the Woman Question prompted increased scrutiny of the institution of marriage, and the marriage problem novel,

sometimes called the novel of incompatibility, became one of the most popular

novel genres of the period.

The second wave of male support for emancipation was in the early

years of the twentieth century when militancy was seen more and more as the

only possible course to follow. Keir Hardie (1856-1915), the first leader of the

Labour Party, published “The Citizenship of Women. A Plea for Women’s

Suffrage” in 1903.28 It was contemporaneous with a marked political commitment from men and women, and the start of the Women’s Social and Political

Union (WSPU) – all this going in the early years of the twentieth century when

John Galsworthy, E. M. Foster and H. G. Wells were writing. They were all

28



Ibid., p. 70.
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sympathetic towards the women’s movement and the suffragists (WSPU), but

not so the militant suffragettes.29

Many novels written by male authors, such as Robert Hichens’s The

Garden of Allah (1904), E.M. Forster’s Room With a View (1908), H.G. Wells’s

Ann Veronica (1909), and D.H. Lawrence’s Lady Chatterley’s Lover (1928), show

the male as a vehicle to female self-realization, specifically through sexual awakening. Janice H. Harris argues of Edwardian feminist heroines: Lucy Honeychurch from Room With a View, Wells’s Ann Veronica, and Arnold Bennett’s

Hilda Lessways that “since none of these modern girls […] ultimately supresses

her desires, these novels present an optimistic, even dashing image of modern

girlhood/womanhood.”30 But this “dashing image” is dependent on male

sexuality.

Galsworthy and Wells were among the considerable number of male

writers of the day who openly supported the feminist cause and wrote for

women’s magazines. In his novels Wells discussed almost every aspect of the so

called woman question. In Ann Veronica (1909), the growing independence of

young women and the reaction of their parents and society was examined. The

suffragette movement appears in almost all of Wells’s novels of the period –

particularly in Ann Veronica, The Wife of Sir Isaac Harman (1914), and The Soul of a

Bishop (1917). In The New Machiavelli (1911), Marriage (1912), and The Wife of Sir

Isaac Harman social attitudes to marriage and traditional motherhood were discussed by Wells. Free love was seen by Wells as a very liberating concept for

women.

In Socialism and Family Wells writes on the women’s fight for emancipation, a proper position in society and financial:

Every intelligent woman understands that, as a matter of hard fact, beneath all

the civilities of to-day, she is actual or potential property, and has to treat herself and keep herself as that. She may by force or subtlety turn her chains into



The Suffragists were set up in 1897 by Millicent Fawcett. They campaigned peacefully through

means such as meetings, debates, leaflets, petitions etc. They also put forwards male candidates in

elections as opposition to liberal and Tory candidates who opposed women suffrage.

The Suffragettes were founded in 1903 by Emmeline Pankhurst, a suffragist who was frustrated by

the suffragists apparent lack of progress. They campaigned through more direct action such as

harassing MPs, disrupting meetings, and even burning postboxes and buildings.

30 Janice Harris, “Lawrence,and the Edwardian Feminists”, in: The Challenge of D.H. Lawrence, eds.

Michael Squires and Keith Cushman, Madison, University of Wisconsin Press, 1990, p. 65.
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weapons, she may succeed in exacting a reciprocal property in a man, the fact

remains fundamental that she is either isolated or owned. 31



Wells articulated his feminism best in Experiment in Autobiography (1934), where

he summed up his views on the feminist movement from a historical point of

view, describing it as “giving up its bloomers and becoming smart, energetic and

ambitious.”32 Wells supported the demand for the vote, but seeing that more

than access to parliamentary democracy would be required if women were really

to be free, he had no patience with the limited perspectives of Emmeline and

Christabel Pankhurst and their movement. Wells’s assessment of his own position would seem to prove that he did not intend to make fun of the suffragettes

nor of the many other feminists who did not see the wider connections of their

movement. Rather he despaired of their capacity to accomplish the task they

had set themselves.

Things mean differently at different historical moments, and different

things need to be asserted at different times thus the formation of gender and

its condensation in literature is not cut loose from historical events, economics,

or class.

Around the turn of the nineteenth century it was the woman who best

illustrated the problem of adjustment to a changing historical situation, and characteristic of the late nineteenth century realistic novel is the decline of the male

hero and the growth of the woman as a hero. The Edwardian writer was writing

for a steadily growing reading public, the majority of which were, however, still

middle-class and the texts they read largely described the sort of life many were

living in middle-class society. Novels dealing with society, social problems and

situations – what is often called the “social novel” – were the dominant form.

This kind of text varies from the family saga, offering the depiction of a large

number of characters over a period of time, to the portrayal of only a very short

span of the character’s life. Many writers of the period would, in fact, make use

of the novel to enlighten the public about contemporary life, and for this purpose the amplitude of form was useful.



31

32



H. G. Wells, Socialism and the Family, London, Fifield, 1906, p.29.

H. G. Wells, Experiment in Autobiography, Philadelphia, J. B. Lippincott, 1967, p. 406.
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WORLD?



ABSTRACT

This article examines the transformative effect that digital technologies are

having in the contemporary Haredi society. Haredim are ultra-orthodox Jews

who follow a devout lifestyle according to the collective body of Jewish religious

laws, and they live in a self-imposed exclusion from the modern, secular world.

Their leaders fiercely discourage the use of the Internet and smart phones.

Nonetheless, as the Internet is recognized as a useful business tool, the use of

filtered Internet access is approved. Hence, kosher Internet filters are advocated,

and kosher phones are available for purchase. A significant number of Haredim

have resorted to the use of WhatsApp smart phone messenger as an alternative

to online social media networks, which they are supposed to completely avoid.
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Introduction

This paper examines the use of social media in the ultra-Orthodox society. The

research was conducted among American Hasidim, who like other Haredim, live

in their own enclaves, where they maintain their own educational and judicial

systems.

Haredi (pl. Haredim) is a Hebrew word that means “God-fearing.”

Haredim are literally “those who tremble at His [God’s] word.” 1 It denotes ultraOrthodox Jews who follow a devout lifestyle according to the collective body

of Jewish religious laws. Haredi society is subdivided into an array of Hasidic

sects, Litvish-Yeshivish (Mitnagdim2), and Oriental Sephardic Haredim. Haredim live in a self-imposed exclusion from the modern, secular world. 3 Throughout their history, they have been separating themselves from any modernity

that could influence their pious lifestyle and adherence to the laws of Halakha.

Ashkenazic Orthodox Jews (Hasidim and Mitnagdim) were living in an area

known as the Pale of Settlement,4 where most communities resided in little

towns called shtetls, and where poverty was the norm. When the ideas of Haskalah—“Jewish Enlightenment”—which advocated emancipation of Jews and

Jewish inclusion into wider societies where they lived, reached Orthodox Jewish

societies in Eastern Europe, they strongly opposed them, and fiercely defended

their traditional values. Similarly, when Zionism appeared, it was interpreted as

“the most recent and the least reputable of a long series of catastrophic pseudomessianic attempts to forestall the redemption through human action [in Jewish



Samuel C. Heilman and Menachem Friedman, “Religious Fundamentalism and Religious Jews: The

Case of the Haredim,” in The Fundamentalism Project: Fundamentalisms Observed, eds. Martin E. Marty

and R. Scott Appleby (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1991), 199.

2 Opponents to Hasidism

3 During the research on maintenance of Yiddish among Hasidic Jews who leave Orthodoxy

(Abramac, forthcoming), the participants of the research often described this isolation as community

controlled and leaving little choice for an individual. In a personal conversation with an informant

in May 2015, the informant stated: “The leadership, of 60 years ago, they may have been selfexcluded. By now, most of people are forced into exclusion. Like they don’t have a choice. I don’t

know if they can be considered today as self-excluded—at least 90% of the people. They don’t have

a choice. It’s not like they are given a choice…. It’s not like the Amish people where they are given

a year, and you can go away and do whatever you want.… So they can’t. They are raised in way if

you want to leave, your life gets screwed over, and you lose everything. They pretend to be selfexcluded, but from the sociological perspective, I don’t think they actually are.”

4 This term denotes the territories of the Russian Empire in which Jews were allowed to settle. The

Pale was first established in 1791, and it was abolished in 1917.

1
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history], and the religious sages of Eastern Europe joined in a chorus of condemnation.”5 In late May 1912, around 200 Orthodox leaders from Germany,

Russia, Poland, Lithuania, and Hungary convened in Katowice and formed

Agudat Israel (Society of Israel) as Orthodoxy’s first organized response to Zionism.

The ultra-Orthodox mostly live in urban areas, organized in tight-knit

communities. They retain the policy of minimal engagement with outsiders who

could bring them into encounters with the temptations and corrupting influence

of the modern world. These are communities where cinema, secular press, and

television are forbidden. Technology used in the community is adjusted and

allowed for parnose (to earn a living); even so, Haredi leaders fiercely discourage

the use of the Internet and smart phones. Religious authorities have warned:

“He who stumbles into the Internet loses his eyes, heart and feelings toward all

that is holy,” and “users have no place in the next world.” 6 Nonetheless, as the

Internet is recognized as a useful business tool, the use of filtered Internet access

is approved. Hence, kosher Internet filters are advocated, and kosher phones

are available for purchase. A significant number of Haredim have resorted to

the use of WhatsApp smart phone messenger, as an alternative to online social

media networks, which they are supposed to completely avoid. However, in

February 2014, Der Blat, a Yiddish-language newspaper published by Satmar

Hasidim in Brooklyn, reported that rabbis overseeing divorces say that

WhatsApp is “the No. 1 cause of destruction of Jewish homes and business.”

Through the synthesis of data obtained through narrative interviews, ethnographic research, discourse analysis of Haredi WhatsApp groups, and textual

analysis of online content related to the topic, this paper looks into the transformative effects that digital technologies are having in contemporary Haredi

society.



Jehuda Reinharz, “The Conflict between Zionism and Traditionalism before World War I,” Jewish

History 7, no. 2. (1993): 60.

6 Rabbi Shmuel (HaLevi ) Wosner, quoted in Yair Ettinger, “In Israel, rabbis defend communities

from a new evil - the iPhone,” Haaretz.com, published September 25, 2012, accessed July 28, 2015,

http://www.haaretz.com/jewish-world/jewish-world-news/in-israel-rabbis-defend-communitiesfrom-a-new-evil-the-iphone-1.466661.
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“Anything new is forbidden by the Torah”7

Barzilai-Nahon and Barzilai8 define religious fundamentalism as “a system of

absolute values and practiced faith in God that grimly relies on sacred canonical

texts. A signiﬁcant level of affinity among its members, seclusion from the world

that surrounds it, strict communal discipline, and a patriarchal hierarchy often

characterize it. Conversely, cyberspace is perceived as a reﬂection of contemporary rationale and scientiﬁc modernity.” They further discuss how cyberspace

is regarded as a heretical concept that can imperil the community establishment.

This may explain why Orthodox Jewish leadership in New York organized the Internet Asifa—the large gathering in New York’s Citi Field on May 23,

2012. This event sold out 40,000 seats, and Ashe Stadium next door was rented

for additional 22,000 people. The rabbis at the gathering warned about the grave

dangers of the Internet, and in what may seem contradictory to an anti-Internet

position, The Yeshiva World News—an ultra-Orthodox news portal—posted a

four hour video of the Asifa on their website, which indicates: “It is well understood that it seems ironic to be posting this video on the Internet. But Rabbonim

(rabbis) felt that the incredible Achdus (unity) displayed at the Asifa may be

Nisorer (inspiring) many, many people who were unable to attend.”9 The ambivalence of the Haredi community is discussed by Finkelman,10 who analyzes the

equivocation that Haredim in Israel have about isolationism, their educational

system, and almost all other aspects of communal organization and ideology. He

ascribes this irresolute behavior to the attempts to integrate life governed by



“Hadasah assur min ha-Torah”, declared by Moshe Sofer, also known as Hatam Sofer, (1762–

1839), rabbi, halakhic authority, and leader of Orthodox Jewry, quoted in Richard S. Rheins, “Asu

Seyeg Latorah: Make a Fence to Protect the Torah”, in Re-examining Progressive Halakhah, eds. Walter

Jacob and Moshe Zemer (Berghahn Books, 2002), 94.

8 Karine Barzilai-Nahon and Gad Barzilai, “Cultured Technology: The Internet and Religious

Fundamentalism,” The Information Society 21 (2005): 25-40.

9 “Full Video: Internet Asifa at CitiField,” The Yeshiva World News, accessed July 28, 2015,

http://www.theyeshivaworld.com/news/ywn-videos/128489/full-video-internet-asifa-atcitifield.html#sthash.cSOpfLVe.dpuf.

However, many users commented on this video footage that they were not able to access it due to

their filtered Internet, “koshernet,” and most of the others agreed that there was nothing ironic

about posting the video, as in: “There is nothing wrong with the internet if it is used properly. The

objective of this gathering was to make people aware of the potential dangers involved with using

the Internet and I think they did a very good job.”

10 Yoel Finkelman, “The Ambivalent Haredi Jew,” Isreal Studies 19, no.2 (2014): 264-93.
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isolationist doctrine into contemporary society. Golan11 identifies three patterns

of the negotiation process of new technology acceptance and usage in religious

communities: dualist, purposeful, and inclusive. These patterns also include

mitigation of new media threat. According to Golan, the dualist pattern is one

where Haredim use, e.g. the Internet, but with filtering means. Purposeful legitimation is the one form used for Jewish outreach, as in the case of Chabad

Lubavitch. The inclusive approach consists of “an integration of new media into

the everyday practices of believers and clergy,”12 which is the case in the Jewish

Reform movement. Although Chabad Lubavitch is the most active outreach

program that uses new media to attain its goals, Breslov is another very proactive

Hasidic sect with strong Internet presence. A common characteristic for Chabad

and Breslover Hasidim is that both movements have attracted formerly secular

Jews who decided to return to faith (the so-called Baalei Teshuvas). These new

converts to Orthodoxy were not raised in an environment that discouraged

technology and science. Hence, in addition to joining Hasidism with an attitude

that technology was not demoralizing if used selectively, they contributed to

their new community with a set of useful skills and tools gained in the modern,

secular world.

As noted before and as elaborated in the works of previous researchers,13 the religious authorities pass rules on the use of new media and technology in a way that will preserve isolation and established norms. Haredim are

especially concerned that exposing impressionable youth to the secular content

transmitted via new media can lead to questioning and ultimately to leaving the

fold. This corresponds to findings of Armfield and Holbert: 14 The use of the

Oren Golan, “Legitimation of New Media and Community Building among Jewish

Denominations in the US,” in Digital Judaism: Jewish Negotiations with Digital Media and Culture, edited

by Heidi A. Campbell (New York: Routeledge, 2015).

12 Ibid., 140.

13 Golan, “Legitimation of New Media.”

Heidi A. Campbell, “Understanding the Relationship between Religion Online and Offline in a

Networked Society,” Journal of the American Academy of Religion 80, no. 1 (2012): 64–93.

Heidi Campbell, “Religion and the Internet in the Israeli Orthodox Context,” Israel Affairs 17, no. 3

(2011): 364-83.

Heidi Campbell, When Religion Meets New Media. (London: Routeledge, 2010).

Heidi Campbell, “What Hath God Wrought: Considering How Religious Communities Culture (or

Kosher) the Cell Phone,” Continuum: Journal of Media and Cultural Studies 20, no. 2 (2007): 191-203.

Michele Rosenthal and Rivka Ribak, “On Pomegranates and Etrogs: Internet Filters as Practices of

Media Ambivalence among National Religious Jews in Israel,” in Digital Judaism: Jewish Negotiations

with Digital Media and Culture, edited by Heidi A. Campbell (New York: Routeledge, 2015).

14 Greg G. Armfield and R. Lance Holbert, “The Relationship between Religiosity and Internet

Use,” Journal of Media and Religion 2, no. 3 (2003):129-144.
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Internet can encourage a “secularism model.” Haredim who leave the community are known as Off the Derech (Off the Path) or lapsed Haredi. The Internet also

enables blogging where anonymity can lead to identity fragmentation. 15

Aside from being exposed to the potentially corruptive content on the

Internet, social media networks present another kind of threat. Social media networks such as Facebook enable the space where violation of gendered communication is made possible. During my ethnographic research, I noted a comment:

“Do you know that behind every second divorce is Facebook?” (personal communication, September 2013). However, the aforementioned groups of Chabad

Lubavitch and Breslov maintain informative Facebook pages and create Facebook groups that promote spirituality (e.g. a Breslover group called “Finding

Sanctity in the Mundane”16). There are also numerous smart phone apps ranging

from Shabbat Times, which informs the user about candle lighting times and

provides a weekly parsha (Torah portion), to a Talmud app that brings the entire

Babylonian Talmud, along with many additional features. The use of smart

phones is also heavily discouraged. There are kosher phones that can be used to

make and receive phone calls, but these phones do not possess any advanced

options.17 There are also filters for smart phones, which block certain apps and

unwanted messages. Reportedly, users commonly have two phones: a filtered

one, which is required “to get their kids accepted in schools” (personal communication, July 2015), and a regular one without a filter.



Pauline Cheong, Alex Halavais, and Kyounghee Kwon, “Chronicles of Me: Understanding

Blogging as a Religious Practice,” Journal of Media and Religion 7, no. 1 (2008): 101-31.

Campbell, “Religion and the Internet.”

Campbell, “Understanding the Relationship.”

16 The description of the group defines that it is a group for monotheistic women only, and it is “a

safe & encouraging place where women can discuss Emuna, share experiences, encourage each

other, and continue their growth study of Emuna and Rav. Arushs' books, among others.”

17 Nathaniel Deutsch, “The Forbidden Fork, the Cell Phone Holocaust, and Other Haredi

Encounters with Technology,” Contemporary Jewry 29 (2009): 3–19.

Campbell, When Religion.

Tsuriel Rashi, “The Kosher Cell Phone in Ultra-Orthodox Society: A Technological Ghetto within

the Global Village?” in Digital Religion: Understanding Religious Practice in New Media Worlds, edited by

Heidi Campbell (Philadelphia, PA: Routledge, 2013), 173-81.
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Religion and New Media

There is a significant body of research on religious fundamentalist communities,

which are characterized by a firm hierarchy that controls the flow of information.18 However, the field of religion and new media is only about two decades old. Campbell19 makes a thorough review of the studies of Orthodox Judaism and digital media. Digital media, as defined by Flew,20 combine data, text,

sound and images. In the field of religion and digital media, Campbell21 discusses

“networked religion,” where the Internet contributes to the creation of a new

form of social practice, new forms of community, negotiation, and shift of

authority. It also reflects the connection between online and offline socio-religious contexts and encourages the mixing of established and new forms of social

practices. Barzilai-Nahon and Barzilai22 developed the concept of “cultured

technology” as a framework for analyzing how fundamentalist religious communities use the Internet, fitting it into the framework of their community

norms.



WhatsApp Messenger: Yet Another Threat in the Haredi World

In the words of its founders, WhatsApp is “a multiplatform mobile phone messaging service that uses your phone's Internet connection to chat with other
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19 Campbell, “Religion and the Internet.”
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WhatsApp users.”23 This messaging platform, which uses only the user’s phone

number with an adequate data plan, has become the largest messaging platform

globally.24 WhatsApp Messenger is a cross-platform mobile messaging app that

allows its users to exchange messages without any charges. WhatsApp features

also enable transfer of voice messages, voice memos, images and video clips. It

enables location sharing as well. The app automatically imports the contacts

from users’ phones and informs them how many of their contacts are using

WhatsApp. In spring 2015, WhatsApp introduced free voice calls to users. In the

Haredi context, WhatsApp enabled sharing and access to the content that circulates on the Internet, virtually without even surfing cyberspace. The only prerequisite to be networked is to possess a smart phone with a data plan. All the

content available on Facebook, the Internet, and other digital media became

available through this single app. It also provided a platform for group discussions where users could still opt for anonymity.



A Case of Virtual Ethnography: The Gefilte Fish Hasidic WhatsApp

Group

The findings in this article are based on a membership in a Hasidic WhatsApp

group called Gefilte Fish.25 My main goal in joining the group was to practice

Yiddish. I thought that even if I occasionally go through the posts in Yiddish, it

would add to my comprehension of Hasidic Yiddish.

I was added to the group in July 2014 and had already observed the

interaction in the group for a full year at the time this article was written. The

group started out as a group of about 45–50 members, but during the course of

the year, it grew to 100 members. As 100 members is the maximum number

allowed on WhatsApp groups, members who did not contribute to the discussions or who breeched the membership conditions were removed and new

members were added in their place. That way the group always had 100 members, while additional membership requests were put on a “waiting list.” 26 Out



“Frequently Asked Questions,” WhatsApp.com, accessed July 25, 2015,

https://www.whatsapp.com/faq/en/general/21073018.

24 WhatsApp was bought by Facebook, the largest social networking website, for a price of US $19

billion on February 19, 2014.

25 Name of the group has been changed to assure anonymity.

26 Internal group lingo
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of 100 members, 95 percent were men. I thought I was the only female member,

but was eventually told that there were four other women in the group.

In addition to knowing some of the group members personally, there

were two main conditions to join the group: “Remember only 2 things; never

ever let anyone listen to our voice notes. And never ever add a new member

without our consent.” However, the crucial element in being added to the group

was the trust that the researcher had gained in Hasidic circles in the course of

previous fieldwork. The rationale was expressed by the group administrator as:

“You are interested in the frum (pious) world and you understand it, so I’ll ask if

you can be added.” Nonetheless, although a part of the group, I have not been

allowed to participate in the discussions. I have been on the other side of the

virtual mechitza (a partition used to separate women and men)—allowed to peek,

listen, observe, and obliged to be silent. If I wanted to say something or add to

the discussion, I would text the administrator privately, and he would post my

comments as his or as comments on behalf of an anonymous contributor. The

administrator explained the removal policy and my segregated status in the following way: “Most of the people I kicked off from the group… is not because

I hate them or I have something against them. I feel you have wanted to participate in our group. I made you silent because you’re a woman and I was

afraid.… I wanted to make the group more for Satmar Hasidic men, so that’s

why I keep you—because I know you wanted to participate, you are very active,

you are not inactive like those guys that I removed. We don’t speak to women

and in the group with a hundred strangers, it would be shameful to speak to

you.” So, just like in real life where woman can watch men and listen to their

conversations, but would not participate unless the men were family members,

this was the role I assumed in the Gefilte Fish group.

Then in November 2014, WhatsApp changed its privacy settings in a

way that it could be seen when received messages were read or when voice messages were listened to, which caused a certain commotion in the Gefilte Fish

group. The group administrator felt that if a group member read text messages

on Shabbat, he—as the administrator of the group—would feel guilty and

responsible knowing there was a transgressor. He notified the members:

“Zuckerberg not only took away the privacy of WhatsApp users but has blocked

on Facebook tens of millions of users who don’t give ID of their real names on
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Facebook.27 And to hell with privacy.” The discussion28 about these new circumstances lasted for two days, and it was decided on November 7, 2014 that the

group would close down. A new group was opened on Telegram messenger.

The Telegram messenger app was described as having better security features;

It did not have the “seen” feature, and it allowed an unlimited number of participants in a group. However, Telegram was lacking a voice messaging option.

In addition to the original Gefilte Fish group, I was added to another three

groups on Telegram messenger. One of them was a “business only” group, and

the other two had content overlapping with the Gefilte Fish group. My virtual

ethnographic research focused only on the Gefilte Fish group, as following more

than one group was extremely time-demanding, and being away from the group

even for a short period of a few days could cause upwards of 700 unseen messages to accumulate. From July 2014 to July 2015, the Gefilte Fish members

posted 6,333 photos, 1,887 video clips, and thousands of text and voice messages. (The app does not provide a message count.) The total size of the chat

history reached almost 20 GB in this period. On March 3, 2015, the Gefilte Fish

group moved back to WhatsApp because the administrator proclaimed that on

Telegram, people did not use their real names and numbers, “so the fake identity

tamed the real intimacy of the group.”

The main aims of this research were to see the relationships between

online and offline contexts in the ultra-Orthodox society, analyze the socio-cultural implications of smart phone messaging communication technology, identify if the changing nature of authority and community as reflected in discourse,

and observe the negotiation between digital media and community restrictions.

Having a Facebook account is also frowned upon in Hasidic community, and many opt to use it

under a pseudonym. However, when Facebook implemented the real-name policy, many accounts

were shut down. Facebook’s policy has been the subject of government investigations and has been

scrutinized in UNESCO’s report on fostering freedom online (2014):

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0023/002311/231162e.pdf

28 “I cannot live with the responsibility of chilul Shabbes [‘desacration of Shabbat’].”

“On WhatsApp the privacy breach is simply to harsh for me to trust anymore.”

“Nobody should touch this group on Shabbes. Stay away 1 day.”

“Some people are bored Shabos after chulent [‘traditional stew eaten on Shabbat’]… I do other stuff

Shabbos afternoon BH, but some need WhatsApp.”

“I’m happy to shut my phone for 26 hours a week. Wish I could shut it more often.”

“Let’s shut this group down from Friday 4 pm to motza Shabbos [‘the evening after Shabbat’] 7pm.

Problem solved.”

“But if you post Friday and someone looks at it Shabbos afternoon, you can see what time he did

it.”

“So why on Earth would you look at it Shabbos?”

“Thank you all, I decided it’s too much responsibility to maintain this group. I will delete it.”

27



162



G. Abramac: What’s Up with WhatsApp…



Furthermore, even though there has been considerable research on new media

in the ultra-Orthodox Jewish societies, no research has been done on the use of

smart phone messengers in this community.



Discussion

Discourse analysis is not only a careful reading between the text and the wider

context with the aim to analyze the content of the discourse, but also how discourse is organized, and what are its functions. 29 The textual data of this research

were supplemented by image, language, and sound. Flick30 states: “Visual data

methods complement verbal data methods and permit comprehensive research

integrating mediated data.” The conjunction of text, image, video, and sound

has enabled others to better understand how Hasidim use the condemned medium and to what extent their social media appearance reflects the offline

communal behavior.

It may be necessary to state that this paper is not trying to argue that

the Gefilte Fish is a normative Hasidic group. There are hundreds of those groups, created with different intents and purposes, with presumably differing content. The group administrator explained: “Our WhatsApp group is modeled

after a real Hasidic social environment. Because I want it to stay Hasidic, you

cannot talk freely.”

The languages used in the Gefilte Fish group were English, Yiddish,

modern Hebrew and loshn koydesh (Hebrew-Aramaic conglomerate used in holy

text and prayers). English was the main medium of communication, although

Yiddish was frequently used. Most conversations displayed a lot of codeswitching between English and Yiddish, and a lot of code-mixing. This corresponds to Wooffitt’s31 definition of linguistic repertoires, which he says are commonly marked by “a distinctive vocabulary, particular stylistic and grammatical

features, and the occurrence of specific features of speech, idiomatic expression

and metaphors.”

A thematic review could classify the content exchanged in this group

into the following categories: (1) communal affairs and internal Hasidic politics,

Rosalind Gill, “Discourse Analysis,” in Qualitative Researching with Text, Image and Sound, eds. Martin

W. Bauer and George Gaskell. (London: Sage, 2009), 188.

30 Uwe Flick, An Introduction to Qualitative Research, 4th ed. (London: Sage, 2009), 252.

31 quoted in Lia Litosseliti, Research Methods in Linguistics, (Continuum, 2010), 125.

29
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(2) Israeli politics, (3) traffic and other infrastructure issues, (4) simchas and mazel

tovs (announcements of engagements, weddings, births and other festive occasions), (5) cautious and subtle criticism of community norms and customs, (6)

Jewish affairs all over the world (especially in case of anti-Semitic incidents), (7)

international affairs (only those pertaining to the Middle East or American foreign policy), (8) business opportunities, (9) Jewish holidays and surrounding

customs, and (10) Hasidic entertainment. There was no immodest content. On

one occasion, a member posted provocative pictures of a former Hasidic

woman whose father was a famous rabbi, and he was immediately asked to remove them, which he did and apologized for his behavior. The group administrator also stated proudly that there is “no sex talk, even though the group has

no rabbis in it!” On an occasion, he also said: “On Friday, somebody posted a

sexual joke, and protests started flying. Eventually, I blocked the frummie (pious

one) for personally attacking the poster. Somebody else put him back because

for religion, you can lose your temper. But, I blocked him because he never

writes something else. He cannot express himself.”

The language of the group varied according to the topic that was

discussed. Loshn-koydesh (the holy tongue) was not used for discussions; it was

used only for quotes from the holy books or sometimes for prayers posted in

group discussions. Modern Hebrew was used on rare occasions when news was

copy-pasted from an Israeli source in which case the ensuing debate would continue in modern Hebrew. Ammon32 says that the social membership of the speaker and the situation are crucial elements in a speaker’s choice of language.

Although American Hasidim are not fluent in Hebrew and moreover so due to

their anti-Zionist stance, some group members resided in Israel and some knew

modern Hebrew because they had attended yeshivas (institutes for the study of

Jewish texts) in Israel.

According to van Leeuwen,33 discourse is the contextualization of social practice. Potter and Wetherell34 assert that ideologies are reflected in

everyday discourse practices. Therefore, the following discussion from the



Ulrich Ammon, Dialekt und Einheitssprache in ihrer Sozialen Verflechtung, Pragmalinguistik Bd. 3

(Weinheim/Basel: Beltz, 1973), 199.

33 Theo van Leeuwen. Discourse and Practice: New Tools for Critical Discourse Analysis (Oxford University

Press, 2008).

34 Jonathan Potter and Margaret Wetherell, “Social Representations, Discourse Analysis, and

Racism,” in Psychology of the Social: Representations in Knowledge and Language: Beyond Attitudes and Behaviour,

edited by Uwe Flick (London: SAGE, 1998).
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Gefilte Fish WhatsApp group shows what this participant thinks about whether

the Internet is a decisive factor for people who leave Orthodoxy:

It’s not the Internet that is causing the people to leave (defection)—it’s because people don’t know how to use the Internet. In other words, they can’t

read what’s on the Internet because it’s gonna hap them in (grab them in) right

away because they have no idea how to deal with it. It’s just like the person

who for the first time goes out to the fish market and gets tricked into buying

farshtinkene (smelly) fish. Why? Because those people selling the fish are very

good salesmen, and they see someone who is new, and they know how to

influence them very fast and very quick, and everybody knows that even if

someone is a veteran fish buyer, he also get tricked every once in a while because these people selling fish know how to sell. So, if you come in and you

know nothing about the world, and you sit down in front of the website, you

see these goyim (Gentiles) with feelings-shmeelings, they buy it… Du veist (You

know) you’re not supposed to use your feelings? So, they don’t even know

how to think, how to part things apart. There’s no education, just a bunch of

hate. (WhatsApp discussion, July 2015)



Another debate shows how this community member thinks the Internet is not

dangerous to the society if it is used appropriately:

Internet is a tool and it is a tool that can be used fine. I mean, imagine, you can

use a hammer to knock your fingers out, or you can use a hammer to knock a

nail in, and build a house. So, you’re gonna say: “I’m gonna ban them hammers

because you’re gonna knock your fingers with it?” That’s so stupid. Teach the

person how to use the hammer the right way. That’s the way to do it.

(WhatsApp discussion, April 2015)



In a separate interview, the group administrator said that the group tone and

topics reflected community character and identity, reiterating that even my

membership in the group was possible in the offline context as well: “Nowadays

there are tourists in our neighborhood. Hence, it’s like you on WhatsApp.” He

also added: “WhatsApp is even more intimately heated. Something about the

phone makes it more real than real life. No fear of faces.”
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Conclusion

This article is a contribution to the research on new media and religion. It shows

how new technology is used within the framework of traditional beliefs and

community norms. Barzilai-Nahon and Barzilai35 identify hierarchy, patriarchy,

discipline, and seclusion as main realms of interaction with the Internet in ultraOrthodox societies. The discourse of the Gefilte Fish group exhibits a subtle

critical approach to all of these categories. In the analysis of religion and new

media, Campbell36 suggests the Religious-Social Shaping of Technology (RSST)

approach. According to Campbell, this approach utilizes four layers of investigation: history and tradition, core beliefs, negotiation, and communal framing.

Campbell37 also emphasizes that it is necessary for scholars using an RSST approach to study carefully the history and tradition of the community being researched to be able to understand its technological choices. In accordance to

these guidelines, this paper has addressed each of these categories. Cheong38

argues: “Examination of these emergent norms is important because digital and

social media use may have, to a certain degree, facilitated changes in the personal

and organizational basis by which religious leaders operate.” This research

shows that technological suppression is not entirely possible in the Haredi community. Although WhatsApp is condemned, its use is flourishing. Nonetheless,

digital media is not necessarily disruptive; it can also be used in support of religious authority. Finally, new media is not only used by “the new ultra-Orthodox” Harlap39 (i.e. the more modern society stratum), but it is used by frum (pious) and more modern alike. WhatsApp is the newest in the line of challenges

that knocked on the community gates of Haredi enclaves, and Haredim are currently negotiating their relationship with it. When asked how is it possible that

many people use it so openly despite the warnings of the rabbis, a Gefilte Fish

participant said: “It is a business tool. If I am doing business with London, I can

leave voice messages. It is impossible to block WhatsApp completely any more.

Many people go off WhatsApp, but then they come back because it is useful.

Barzilai-Nahon and Barzilai, “Cultured Technology.”

Campbell, When Religion.

37 Campbell, Digital Judaism.

38 Pauline Cheong, “Tweet the Message? Religious Authority and Social Media Innovation,” in

Journal of Religion, Media and Digital Culture 3, no. 3 (2014): 1-19, accessed July 28, 2015,

http://jrmdc.com/papers-archive/volume-3-issue-3-december-2014/.

39 L.R. Harlap, “The Pashkevilim Culture through the Mirror of Language: Studies in Phenomena

of Text Syntax and Discourse Style,” Iyunim Besafah Vehevra 3 (2010): 104-121 (in Hebrew).

35
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So, what they do now—they block certain clips or pictures…. I don’t know how

the filters exactly work, but they are grappling this exact issue.”
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ABSTRACT

This paper is based on the hypothesis that the reporting of foreign policy by the

Macedonian newspaper Nova Makedonija in 2013, is greatly influenced by the

global media. Clear evidence of this can be found when you compare the 1983

printed copies to those issued in 2013. We begin the study by using the method

of quantitative content analysis. The data analyzed was gathered over a four

month period, from the years 2013 and 1983. The most frequently used sources

of information in 2013 were foreign national and regional media, while in 1983

is the Yugoslav news agency Tanjug.
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Introduction

This paper aims to outline the importance of the role played by global media in

reporting foreign policy from the Macedonian daily newspaper Nova Makedonija

by using a historical perspective and comparison of two different time periods,

the current style of international reporting on the media front versus the

methods of sharing information for foreign events that were popular during the

80s of XX century. The research was based on the foreign policy section of the

Macedonian daily newspaper Nova Makedonija. This research initiates from the

assumption that the reporting of foreign policy events from the daily newspaper

Nova Makedonija in 2013 is under heavy influence from the global media giants

Reuters, Associated Press, Agence France Presse, CNN, BBC, Al Jazeera and Russia

Today. Based upon information collected from the 2013 editions, in contrast with

the 1983 issues, in which relied very little on such outside media.

Empirical research in a distance of three decades provides us with an

opportunity to compare the difference between reporting styles from two

different historical time periods. The Socialist Republic of Macedonia during

the 80s of the XX century was a republic within the SFR Yugoslavia, which

practiced the politics of non - alliance and of peaceful coexistence in

international relations, as an important form of strategic foreign policy. Today’s

aspirations of the Republic of Macedonia have changed, and the foreign policy

interests of this Balkan country are directed solely towards the European and

Euro - Atlantic integration. Membership in the European Union (EU) and the

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is the supreme interest on which

the Macedonian foreign policy is based. This research was inspired by the actual

situation of the international political scene, in which the only possibility to

provide further development of the former communist European countries is

the integration into the EU and of NATO.

Despite this current situation, the international political scene in 1983

was characterized by a strong division of the world in two blocs led by the

United States of America and the Soviet Union, but also was forced to

acknowledge the considerable presence of the Non - Aligned Movement, with

their efforts focused on the alleviation of international bloc divisions. Following

the significant differences in the two historical time periods, this paper seeks to

gain scientific acknowledgment of the remarkable changes between

international reporting from the newspaper Nova Makedonija using two research

periods of 2013 and 1983.
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During the second half of the twentieth century, analyst from

UNESCO discovered that over 80% of the information for international events

in the world had been created by the five major news agencies: Reuter, Associated

press, United Press International, Agence France Presse and TASS. The paper

“International Flow of Information: A Global Report and Analysis” by Hamid

Mowlana creates a brief presentation of research reports on this topic, ending

in 1985. The author introduces his theory by quoting the research of Johan

Galtung, who first divided the world into two parts in his analysis of the

structural theory of imperialism. He claims that internationally there was

supremacy of information coming from the communication center of the

world. These findings place communication division of this world at the center

of focus, which includes the countries of the developed North of the Earth,

and periphery. They are also explained in the report “Many Voices, One World”

of the UNESCO Special Commission lead by Sean MacBride. Besides other

topics, this paper highlighted actual affairs regarding the global media’s reporting

of negative topics related to the southern continents and regions of the Earth.

Author Chris Paterson in his research paper gives claim that with the

emergence of Internet, we have not seen any significant or major changes at the

top, where the same global media have continued to dominate by signing

cooperation agreements with new media. “Yahoo was the first to develop a

strategic relationship with the Reuters news agency in the mid - 1990s to

facilitate such sites, and their model was widely copied (Paterson 2006: 5)”. Nick

Davies in his book “Flat Earth News: An Award - winning Reporter Exposes

Falsehood, Distortion and Propaganda in the Global Media” underlines that

foreign policy reporting, but also all other sections in editorial offices years ago,

faced a constant reduction.

This theoretical dimension lays the background or foundation for the

research of international reporting in the newspaper Nova Makedonija for the

two research periods – 2013 and 1983. This research includes all published issues

of the newspaper Nova Makedonija using the following dates: from 1 to 7

September, from 8 to 14 October, from 15 to 21 November and from 22 to 28

December 2013 and 1983. In order to obtain scientific results detailing the clear

co-dependence upon information from other global media resources, this

research applies the method of quantitative content analysis. All data about

media content are collected by a special research instrument – exemplar

document.
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Foreign policy reporting of the Macedonian daily newspaper Nova

Makedonija in 2013

During the research period of 2013, in the foreign policy section of the

newspaper Nova Makedonija were published 105 articles, 98 photographs and 26

units of other media content (charts, tables, maps, caricatures, etc.) for

international events. A vast majority of the media content in the field of printed

media were published all noting an unnamed source of information – journalist

who created it or other media from which these materials were provided. The

foreign policy section is made up of 94 photographs – or 95,9% of the photo

materials, 20 units of other media content – or 76,9% of the total number and

21 articles – 20% of all textual content without appropriate designated source

of information.

The most commonly found sources of information in the textual

content are foreign national and regional media, represented by 30 articles, or

28,4% of the total number in foreign policy section. From these media, weekly

and monthly magazines can be separated as the most exploited sources with 16

published articles, or 15,1% of all texts for international events. The editorial

staff remains the second most important source of information for

international news. Journalists from the Nova Makedonija newspaper created 16

articles, or 15,3% of the total number of textual content placed in foreign policy

section. From September to December 2013, in the newspaper Nova Makedonija

are published 15 articles on foreign policy events with global media as sources

of information, which represents 14,4% of all gathered texts.

Table 1. Sources of information on media content for international

events published in the newspaper Nova Makedonija in 2013

Source of information

on media content

placed in foreign

policy section of the

newspaper Nova

Makedonija

Global media

BBC

Reuters

Associated Press

CNN

Agence France Presse

Al Jazeera



Text



N



Photography



%



7

3

2

1

1

1



6,7%

2,8%

1,9%

1%

1%

1%
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Other media

content



N



%



N



%



0

0

0

0

0

0



0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%



0

0

0

0

0

0



0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%
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Total:

Foreign national and

regional media

Weekly or monthly

political magazine

Other foreign

national media

The New York Times

Total:

Editorial staff of the

Nova Makedonija

newspaper

Journalist, editor and

contributor of the

newspaper from

Macedonia

Correspondent,

reporter or

contributor from

abroad of the Nova

Makedonija

newspaper

Total:

Macedonian national

media

Macedonian

Informative Agency

Total:

Unstated source of

information

More than one source

of information

Other source of

information

Total:



15



14,4%



0



0%



0



0%



16



15,1%



0



0%



0



0%



13



12,3%



0



0%



1



3,9%



1

30



1%

28,4%



0

0



0%

0%



0

1



0%

3,9%



15



14,3%



4



4,1%



0



0%



1



1%



0



0%



0



0%



16



15,3%



4



4,1%



0



0%



3



2,8%



0



0%



0



0%



3

21



2,8%

20%



0

94



0%

95,9%



0

20



0%

76,9%



11



10,5%



0



0%



3



11,5%



9



8,6%



0



0%



2



7,7%



98



100%



26



105



100%



100%



We are provided with different results however when it comes to the continents

and regions, which are a subject of interest in the published articles. A significant

majority of the textual content in the newspaper Nova Makedonija are connected

with events that took place in the developed countries of the northern

continents or regions of the Earth. These parts of the world are present within

83 articles, or in 79% of the total number of textual content for international

events. Moreover, the main focus of reporting is put on events from Europe (38

articles or 36,1% of the total number) and Balkan Peninsula (28 articles or

26,7% of the textual content).
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Table 2. Continents or regions which are a subject of interest in

published articles for international events in the newspaper Nova

Makedonija in 2013

Continent or region which is a subject of

interest in published articles



Text

N



Northern continents or regions of the Earth

Europe (including Russia)

Balkan Peninsula (including Turkey)

Middle East

North America (USA, Canada, Mexico)

Asia

Total:

Southern continents or regions of the Earth

Africa

Total:

More than one continent or region

Total:



%



38

28

10

6

1

83



36,1%

26,7%

9,5%

5,7%

1%

79%



1

1

21

105



1%

1%

20%

100%



The conducted empirical research shows that the newspaper Nova Makedonija is

not interested in actual events that occur in the countries located on the southern

continents and regions of the Earth. Ignoring foreign policy developments of

these parts of the world can be concluded from gathered data, which show that

only one text, or 1% of the total number of articles, is related with the southern

continents and regions of the Earth. From the processed data using the method

of quantitative content analysis, it can be concluded only that the article

published for the southern continents and regions refers to the military and

political conflicts, or more concretely, negative topics concerning the war in

South Sudan at the end of 2013.

Table 3. Items of articles related with the southern continents and

regions of the Earth, published in the newspaper Nova Makedonija in

2013

Items of the published articles related

with the southern continents and regions

of the Earth



Text

N



Positive items

Negative items



0



176



%

0%
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Military and political conflicts

(international military conflict, civil

wars, political conflict)

Total:

Total:



1



100%



1

1



100%

100%



The research conducted also discovered that journalistic articles in the 2013

editions can be inserted in the longer interpretative and belletristic genres.

Through selection of analytic and quality reporting, the printed media of Nova

Makedonija attracts their readership to buy a copy of their newspaper. During

the research period are published 40 texts from the shorter informative genres

and 40 texts from the longer interpretative and belletristic genres. The most used

journalistic genre in 2013 is the news with 28 published articles, or 26,7% of the

textual material. When it comes to the longer journalistic genres, the article is

the most present genre with 15 texts, or 14,3% of the total amount.

Table 4. Articles for international events published in the newspaper

Nova Makedonija in 2013, divided on journalistic genres

Published articles for international events

divided on journalistic genres



Text

N



Shorter informative genres

News

Informative report

News in series

Total:

Longer interpretative and belletristic genres

Article

Commentary report

Interview

Belletristic report

Column

Reportage

Commentary

Total:

Texts that contain elements of different

genres

Total:



28

10

2

40



26,7%

9,5%

1,9%

38,1%



15

11

5

3

3

2

1

40

25



14,3%

10,5%

4,8%

2,8%

2,8%

1,9%

1%

38,1%

23,8%



105



177



%



100%
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Foreign policy reporting of the Macedonian daily newspaper Nova

Makedonija in 1983

In the research period of 1983, in the daily newspaper Nova Makedonija were

published 470 texts, 47 photographs and 10 units of other media content

(charts, graphs, maps, caricatures, etc.) for international events. The most

employed source of information on textual content is the Yugoslav national

news agency Tanjug, from which are taken 231 articles, or 49,2% of the total

number of published written material. Global news agencies Reuter, Associated

Press, United Press International, Agence France Presse and TASS are used as source

of information in 92 articles, which represents 19,5% of the textual content.

Editorial staff of the newspaper Nova Makedonija has prepared 61 texts, or 13%

of their total number.

Table 5. Sources of information on media content for international

events published in the newspaper Nova Makedonija in 1983

Source of

information on

media content

placed in foreign

policy section of the

newspaper Nova

Makedonija

Global media

Reuter

Agence France

Presse

Associated Press

United Press

International

TASS

Total:

Foreign national and

regional media

Other foreign

national media

Xinhua

The New York

Times

Total:

Editorial staff of the

Nova Makedonija

newspaper



Text



Photography



N



%



N



%



Other media

content

N

%



31

22



6,6%

4,7%



0

0



0%

0%



0

0



0%

0%



18

18



3,8%

3,8%



0

0



0%

0%



0

0



0%

0%



3



0,6%



0



0%



0



0%



92



19,5%



0



0%



0



0%



41



8,7%



0



0%



1



10%



4

1



0,9%

0,2%



0

0



0%

0%



0

0



0%

0%



46



9,8%



0



0%



1



10%
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Correspondent,

reporter or

contributor from

abroad of the Nova

Makedonija

newspaper

Journalist, editor and

contributor of the

newspaper from

Macedonia

Total:

Yugoslav national

media

Tanjug

Total:

Unstated source of

information

More than one

source of

information

Other source of

information

Total:



38



8,1%



0



0%



0



0%



23



4,9%



0



0%



4



40%



61



13%



0



0%



4



40%



231

231

26



49,2%

49,2%

5,5%



0

0

47



0%

0%

100%



0

0

0



0%

0%

0%



14



3%



0



0%



0



0%



0



0%



0



0%



5



50%



470



100%



47



100%



10



100%



In terms of the photographic material, all 47 photographs placed in the foreign

policy sections are with unstated or unnamed source of information. This kind

of unprofessional behavior demonstrated by the editorial staff of the

newspaper leads to the impossibility of examining the dependence of the global

media with accuracy. Journalists, editors and contributors of the newspaper

from Macedonia created 5 graphs, tables and other media content for

international events, which is 50% of their total number. Other foreign national

media are used in one other media content, in order to visualize a specific

international event.

During the communist period, the daily newspaper Nova Makedonija

was geared toward reporting events from the northern continents and regions

of the Earth. As much as 382 articles, or 81,3% of the total number, refer to

international events that took place within Europe, Asia, Balkan Peninsula,

Middle East or North America. For actualities from the developing countries or

the Third world countries, which are situated mostly on the southern parts of

the Earth, are published 72 texts, or 15,3% of the textual content. European

events are covered within 135 journalistic articles, meaning that the major

attention in foreign policy reporting is given to this continent. The events from
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neighboring Balkan countries are present with only 54 articles, or in 11,5% of

the total amount.

Table 6. Continents or regions which are a subject of interest in

published articles for international events in the newspaper Nova

Makedonija in 1983

Continent or region which is a subject of

interest in the published articles



Text



Northern continents and regions of the Earth

Europe (including Soviet Union)

Asia

Middle East

Balkan Peninsula (including Turkey)

North America (USA, Canada, Mexico)

Total:

Southern continents and regions of the Earth

Africa

South America

Central America and the Caribbean

Australia, Oceania and New Zealand

Total:

More than one continent or region

Total:



N



%



135

76

64

54

53

382



28,7%

16,2%

13,6%

11,5%

11,3%

81,3%



32

24

12

4

72

16

470



6,8%

5,1%

2,6%

0,8%

15,3%

3,4%

100%



Research results show that majority of journalistic texts presented only those

international events with negative topics, creating a specific media reality for the

actual situation in Central and South America, Africa, Australia, New Zealand

and Oceania. In 1983, gatekeeping had been constantly feeding the newspaper

Nova Makedonija with negative topics, which were covered in 49 published

articles for the southern continents and regions of the Earth, or 66,3% of the

total number of articles for these parts of the world. Political conflicts, civil wars

and international military conflicts are presented as such in 34 journalistic texts,

or 45,9% of all textual material.
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Table 7. Items of articles related with the southern continents and

regions of the Earth, published in the newspaper Nova Makedonija in

1983

Items of the published articles that are

related with the southern continents and

regions of the Earth



Text



Positive items

Bilateral and multilateral agreements,

meetings and conferences, establishing

and further development of regional and

international organizations

Other positive items

Development of democratic political

system and respecting human rights

Economic, political and cultural

development of society

Technical, technological, scientific and

other development

Ecology and environmental protection

Total:

Negative items

Military and political conflicts

(international military conflict, civil wars,

political conflict)

Other negative items

Organized crime

Natural disasters (floods, earthquakes and

other)

Economic and financial crises

Religious, ethnic and racial antagonism

Total:

Two or more items

Total:



N



%



7



9,4%



7

4



9,4%

5,4%



2



2,7%



1



1,4%



1



1,4%



21



29,7%



34



45,9%



9

2

2



12,2%

2,7%

2,7%



1

1

49

9

74



1,4%

1,4%

66,3%

4%

100%



When it comes to genre affiliation of the published textual content for

international events, in printed issues of the newspaper Nova Makedonija are

present 311 articles from the shorter informative genres. This number shows

that 66,1% of all journalistic texts can be classified in these informative genres.

Using the longer interpretative and belletristic genres, international events are

covered with 91 texts, which is 19,4% of the total amount of published textual

material in the newspaper Nova Makedonija.
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Table 8. Articles for international events published in the newspaper

Nova Makedonija in 1983, divided on journalistic genres

Published articles for international events

divided on journalistic genres



Text



Shorter informative genres

News

Informative report

News in series

Short news

Photo-news

Total:

Longer interpretative and belletristic genres

Commentary report

Article

Belletristic report

Commentary

Interview

Reportage

Column

Total:

Texts that contain elements of different

genres

Total:



N



%



187

57

34

31

2

311



39,8%

12,1%

7,2%

6,6%

0,4%

66,1%



24

24

23

8

5

5

2

91

68



5,1%

5,1%

4,9%

1,7%

1,1%

1,1%

0,4%

19,4%

14,5%



470



100%



Discussion

This empirical research obtains scientific findings about the dependence of

global media on foreign policy reporting of the leading Macedonian newspaper

Nova Makedonija in two different time periods, political systems, media systems

and societies. The editorial office of the newspaper Nova Makedonija shows a

high level of unprofessionalism, arising from unstated sources of information

in published media content for international events. According to these results,

a serious problem has arose in determining the dependence of global media and

without revealed sources of information, it is impossible to discover the

proportion of quantitative usage of these types of media in international

reporting. In both research periods, there is significantly high majority of the

published photographic material without giving the name of the photographer,

or the media from where it is taken. It should be also confirmed that other media

content (charts, tables, maps, caricatures, etc.) are an irrelevant segment of

foreign policy reporting within the newspaper Nova Makedonija. The empirical

results show that their number is extremely small in foreign policy sections, so

182



B. Blazhevski: The Dependence on Global Media…



it is almost impossible to form an accurate conclusion for this type of media

content.

The core of foreign policy reporting by the newspaper Nova Makedonija

in 2013 and in 1983 is composed of textual material. During the 80s of XX

century, the major sources of information are the Yugoslav national media, thus

global media input have small to little impact on the reporting of international

events. Yugoslav national news agency Tanjug in the 1983 printed editions of the

newspaper Nova Makedonija was used as a source of information for 231 articles,

or 49,2% of the total number of articles published within the foreign policy

sections of the paper. Despite the use of domestic media as a sure source of

information in 1983, there was a large difference in 2013, where the primary

focus was the use of foreign national and regional media. At the same time, the

share of global media in foreign policy reporting is very small in both periods

of time. Transnational media appear as sources of information in 13,4% of the

total number of articles in 2013 and in 19,5% of the journalistic texts for

international events published within the articles of 1983.

Despite these profound results, some of the obtained data are a clear

flag giving obvious proof of the great dependence of global media in the

newspaper Nova Makedonija. This negative characteristic of international

reporting is explicitly present in 2013 and in accordance with the reduced

number of correspondent staff in the printed media from abroad.

There is significant imbalance of published articles related to different

parts of the world. International reporting of the newspaper Nova Makedonija

follows the major events in “elite” countries and regions of the globe, while

actual happenings from the Third world countries and developing countries are

grossly neglected. This is especially reflected by the current journalistic reports

in regards to the reporting of foreign policy by the newspaper. The quantitative

content analysis shows a margin of 83:1 in favor of the northern continents and

regions of the globe. This means that for every 83 articles covering international

events within Europe, the Balkan Peninsula, Asia, Middle East and North

America is published only one article concerning the events from the southern

continents and regions of the world.

The media agenda of international reporting formed in 1983 shows

more equal and impartial information. In foreign policy sections of the

newspaper Nova Makedonija you will note the proportion of 5:1 in favor of the

northern continents and regions of the Earth. For every one article from the

southern parts of the world in analyzed editions, there are 5 journalistic portions
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of texts relating to foreign policy events that occurred within Europe, Asia, the

Balkan Peninsula, Middle East and North America.

In 1983, the SFR Yugoslavia still remained firm in its foreign policy

priorities – membership in the Non - Aligned Movement, close bilateral relations

with developing and undeveloped countries and strong support to the politics

of non - alliance and decolonization of the Third world. On the other hand,

foreign policy reporting of the leading Macedonian newspaper in 1983 shows

that editorial staff seems redirected towards other priorities – gathering

information and analyzes topics from the northern continents and regions of

the world, mainly events that occurred inside the Eastern and the Western bloc

countries. This can be another indicator of the great influence of global media

for the newspaper Nova Makedonija.

Another research results are tied within this claim. Military and political

conflicts are the only present topic in the foreign policy section of the

newspaper Nova Makedonija in 2013. Dare we point out that 100% of the

published articles for the southern continents and regions of the Earth cover

negative topics. The written articles based upon negative themes are also

predominantly present inside the printed issues of the newspaper Nova

Makedonija in 1983.

In 1983, 66,3% of the published articles of the leading Macedonian

newspaper presented some negative press concerning international events from

Central and South America, Africa, Australia, New Zealand and Oceania. At the

same time, positive themes for these parts of the world were covered within

only 29,7% of the textual material published within the foreign policy sections.

In regard to the other questions posed within this research, the main conclusions

formed by the report “Many voices, one world” of UNESCO prove to be valid

points in the examination of the newspaper Nova Makedonija.

Quantitative analysis proposed within this paper, shows a significant

slant in terms of articles genre affiliation. In 1983, editorial attention appears to

be focused on news articles from the shorter informative genres, and from them

were constructed 66,1% of the total number of articles. The genre of news was

present with 187 texts, or 39,8% of the written material, and together with the

information report, creating the majority of published articles for international

events. From this aspect, we conclude that the reporting of foreign policy by

the newspaper Nova Makedonija during the 80’s of XX century was strongly

connected to news agencies. This empirical finding can be confirmed with the

fact that the Yugoslav news agency and global news agencies were the two most
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used sources of information.

The empirical research highlights different scientific results for the

2013 printed issues. Shorter and longer journalistic genres are equally

represented in foreign policy section of the newspaper Nova Makedonija, while

within 23,8% of all textual material are present structural elements of more than

one journalistic genre. From this perspective, the quality of international

reporting seems to see a great deal of growth within 2013 concerning the vast

genre diversity.



Conclusion

The dependency upon global media concerning foreign policy reporting for the

newspaper Nova Makedonija can clearly be noted through obtained results. Direct

influence from such media presented within both research periods is

significantly low, due to the fact that they are rarely used as sources of

information within the media content. Almost all photographs are published

with unstated source of information, which confirms the disrespect of basic

journalistic standards for the structuring of media material.

Empirical results indicate a high indirect dependency in the

use of global media for the coverage of international events. A vast majority of

articles are related to novelties that occurred on the northern continents and

regions of the world. In 2013, Central and South America, Africa, and Australia,

New Zealand and Oceania are excluded from the constructed media agenda, so

it is impossible to discover constructive information concerning these

continents and regions. At the same time, the great influence of global media

can be seen through the majority of articles using negative topics as a focal point

for the southern continents and regions of the Earth. Attention from editorial

staff in both research periods is directed towards military and political conflicts.

These negative characteristics in international reporting of the newspaper Nova

Makedonija were already explained by the UNESCO papers published during the

time periods the 70s and 80s of the XX century. Some of their conclusions are

still greatly respected. Unbalanced foreign policy reporting is particularly

noticeable within the 2013 printed issues. The editorial offices of the oldest

Macedonian newspaper have concentrated in reporting on “elite” nations, those

with the highest level of social development. One of the clearest examples of

this is the fact that the global media are formed and founded within the biggest

185



CONFLICT AND TRANSFORMATION



or most developed countries in the world (USA, Great Britain, France, Russia,

Qatar, etc.), and their mode of data collection, processing, creating and

disseminating of information are conducted also within these regions of the

world.

The fundamental conclusion for the foreign policy reporting of the

newspaper Nova Makedonija in both research periods is that there are almost no

qualitative changes. Media reporting covering international events are not in

depth when covering and analyzing the actual events. The materials presented

by correspondent staff concerning that of foreign policy sections are almost

absent, and the main attention of this newspaper has given way only to those

novelties taking place in the most developed countries. The fundamental

journalistic standards are not respected in a majority of published articles within

both research periods.

The results from this paper show only a degradation of foreign policy

reporting for the two research periods presented. But, the editorial line of the

leading Macedonian newspaper seems to have a clear reason within the 2013

printed editions. International reporting supports the strategic interests of the

foreign policy of the Republic of Macedonia towards joining the NATO and

the European Union. Journalists follow the European and Euro - Atlantic

agenda of the country in their reporting for international events, and their

content is mainly focused towards reporting for that of developed countries

from the Western world. In 1983, the aspirations of foreign policy reporting

were vastly different. Although Yugoslavia was a member of the Non - Aligned

Movement and active supporter of the politics for non - alliance and

decolonization of the Third world, international reporting presented by the

newspaper Nova Makedonija gave more importance towards the events that took

place in the northern continents and regions of the Earth. There was no

adequate attention for novelties coming from the country - members of the

Non - Aligned Movement. Because of this, it can be said that international

reporting from the newspaper Nova Makedonija did not align itself with the

foreign policy priorities of the SFR Yugoslavia.
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