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The CityThe City

BangaloreBangalore

Bengaluru (Bengaluru (ಬೆಂಗಳೂರುಬೆಂಗಳೂರು))

BangaloreBangalore
 — — metropolitan citymetropolitan city  — —

Clockwise from top: UB City, Infosys, Glass house at Lal Bagh, Vidhana Soudha, Shiva statue, Bagmane Tech ParkClockwise from top: UB City, Infosys, Glass house at Lal Bagh, Vidhana Soudha, Shiva statue, Bagmane Tech Park

Bengaluru (Bengaluru (ಬೆಂಗಳೂರುಬೆಂಗಳೂರು))

Location of Bengaluru (Location of Bengaluru (ಬೆಂಗಳೂರುಬೆಂಗಳೂರು))

in Karnataka and Indiain Karnataka and India

CoordinatesCoordinates 12°5812°58′′00″″N 77°34N 77°34′′00″″EE

CountryCountry IndiaIndia

RegionRegion BayaluseemeBayaluseeme
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StateState KarnatakaKarnataka

District(s)District(s) Bangalore UrbanBangalore Urban

MayorMayor SharadammaSharadamma
[1][1]

CommissionerCommissioner Shankarlinge GowdaShankarlinge Gowda
[2][2]

PopulationPopulation

•• DensityDensity
•• MetroMetro

84259708425970
[3][3]

(3rd) (2011)(3rd) (2011)
•• 11371 /km11371 /km22 (29451 /sq mi)(29451 /sq mi)
•• 84993998499399

[4][4]
(5th) (2011)(5th) (2011)

Time zoneTime zone IST (UTC+05:30)IST (UTC+05:30)

AreaArea

•• ElevationElevation
741.0 square kilometres (286.1 sq mi)741.0 square kilometres (286.1 sq mi)

[5][5]

•• 920 metres (3020 ft)920 metres (3020 ft)

WebsiteWebsite BengaluruBengaluru
[6][6]

BangaloreBangalore English pronunciation:English pronunciation: /  / ̍̍bæŋbæŋɡəɡəllɔəɔər, bæŋr, bæŋɡəˈɡəˈllɔəɔər/, also calledr/, also called BengaluruBengaluru (Kannada:(Kannada: ಬೆಂಗಳೂರುಬೆಂಗಳೂರು,, Bengaḷūru Bengaḷūru
??

[[ˈ̍beŋbeŋɡəɭ ɡəɭ uuːːru]ru] (( listen)listen)) is the capital of ) is the capital of the Indian state of Karnataka. Bangalore is nicknamed the Garden City andthe Indian state of Karnataka. Bangalore is nicknamed the Garden City and
was once called a pensioner's paradise.was once called a pensioner's paradise.[7][7] Located on the Deccan Plateau in the south-eastern part of Karnataka,Located on the Deccan Plateau in the south-eastern part of Karnataka,
Bangalore is India's third most populous cityBangalore is India's third most populous city[8][8] and fifth-most populous urban agglomeration. Bangalore is welland fifth-most populous urban agglomeration. Bangalore is well
known as a known as a hub for India's information technology sector.hub for India's information technology sector.
Today as a Today as a large city and growing metropolis, Bangalore is home to many large city and growing metropolis, Bangalore is home to many of the most well-recognized colleges andof the most well-recognized colleges and
research institutions in India. Numerous public sector heavy industries, software companies, aerospace,research institutions in India. Numerous public sector heavy industries, software companies, aerospace,
telecommunicattelecommunications, and defence organisations are located in the city. Bangalore is known ions, and defence organisations are located in the city. Bangalore is known as garden city because of as garden city because of 
its beautiful gardens. Bangalore is also known as theits beautiful gardens. Bangalore is also known as the Silicon Valley of IndiaSilicon Valley of India because of its position as the nation'sbecause of its position as the nation's
leading IT exporter.leading IT exporter.[9][9] [10][10] [11][11] A demographically diverse city, Bangalore is a major economic and cultural hub andA demographically diverse city, Bangalore is a major economic and cultural hub and
the second fastest growing major metropolis in India.the second fastest growing major metropolis in India.[12][12]

EtymologyEtymology

The name Bangalore is an anglicised version of the town's name in the Kannada language,The name Bangalore is an anglicised version of the town's name in the Kannada language,  Bengaḷūru Bengaḷūru. The earliest. The earliest
reference to the name "Bengaluru" was found in reference to the name "Bengaluru" was found in a ninth century Western Ganga Dynasty stone inscription on a "vīraa ninth century Western Ganga Dynasty stone inscription on a "vīra
gallu" (gallu" (ವೀರಗಲ್ಲುವೀರಗಲ್ಲು) (literally, "hero stone", a rock edict extolling the virtues of a warrior). In this inscription found in) (literally, "hero stone", a rock edict extolling the virtues of a warrior). In this inscription found in

Begur, "Bengaluru" is referred to as a place in which a battle was fought in 890. It states that the place was part of Begur, "Bengaluru" is referred to as a place in which a battle was fought in 890. It states that the place was part of 
the Ganga Kingdom until 1004 and was known as "Bengaval-uru", the "City of Guards" in Halegannada (Oldthe Ganga Kingdom until 1004 and was known as "Bengaval-uru", the "City of Guards" in Halegannada (Old
Kannada).Kannada).[13][13] An article, published inAn article, published in The HinduThe Hindu, states:, states:

An inscription, dating back to 890 CE, shows Bangalore is over 1,000 years old. But it stands neglectedAn inscription, dating back to 890 CE, shows Bangalore is over 1,000 years old. But it stands neglected
at the Parvathi Nageshwara Temple in Begur at the Parvathi Nageshwara Temple in Begur near the city... written in Hale Kannada (Old near the city... written in Hale Kannada (Old Kannada) of Kannada) of 
the 9th century CE, the epigraph refers to a Bengaluru war in 890 in which Buttanachetty, a servant of the 9th century CE, the epigraph refers to a Bengaluru war in 890 in which Buttanachetty, a servant of 
Nagatta, died. Though this has been recorded by historian R. Narasimhachar in his Epigraphia of Nagatta, died. Though this has been recorded by historian R. Narasimhachar in his Epigraphia of 
Carnatica (Vol. 10 supplementary), no efforts have been made to Carnatica (Vol. 10 supplementary), no efforts have been made to preserve it.preserve it.[14][14]

An apocryphal, though popular, anecdote recounts that the 11th century Hoysala king Veera Ballala II, while on aAn apocryphal, though popular, anecdote recounts that the 11th century Hoysala king Veera Ballala II, while on a
hunting expedition, lost his way in the forest. Tired and hungry, he came across a poor old woman who served himhunting expedition, lost his way in the forest. Tired and hungry, he came across a poor old woman who served him
boiled beans. The grateful king named the place boiled beans. The grateful king named the place "benda-kaal-uru"benda-kaal-uru" (Kannada:" (Kannada:ಬೆಂದಕಾಳೂರುಬೆಂದಕಾಳೂರು) (literally, "town of boiled) (literally, "town of boiled

beans"), which eventually evolved into beans"), which eventually evolved into "Bengalūru"."Bengalūru".[15][15] [16][16]

On 11 December 2005, the Government of Karnataka announced that it had accepted a proposal by Jnanpith AwardOn 11 December 2005, the Government of Karnataka announced that it had accepted a proposal by Jnanpith Award
winner U. R. Ananthamurthy to rename Bangalore towinner U. R. Ananthamurthy to rename Bangalore to  Bengaluru Bengaluru..[17][17] On 27 September 2006, the Bruhat BengaluruOn 27 September 2006, the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) passed a resolution to Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) passed a resolution to implement the proposed name change,implement the proposed name change,[18][18] which was accepted bywhich was accepted by
the Government of Karnataka and it was decided to officially implement the name change from 1 Novemberthe Government of Karnataka and it was decided to officially implement the name change from 1 November
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2006.2006.[19][19] [20][20] However, this process has been currently stalled due to delays in getting clearances from the UnionHowever, this process has been currently stalled due to delays in getting clearances from the Union
Home Ministry.Home Ministry.[21][21]

HistoryHistory

Lady Curzon hospital in the BangaloreLady Curzon hospital in the Bangalore
Cantonment was established in 1864 and laterCantonment was established in 1864 and later

named after the first wife of the Viceroy of India,named after the first wife of the Viceroy of India,
Lord Curzon.Lord Curzon.

After centuries of the rule of the Western Gangas, Bangalore wasAfter centuries of the rule of the Western Gangas, Bangalore was
captured by the Cholas in 1024 which later passed on to thecaptured by the Cholas in 1024 which later passed on to the
Chalukya-cholas in 1070. In 1116 the Hoysala Empire, overthrew theChalukya-cholas in 1070. In 1116 the Hoysala Empire, overthrew the
Cholas and extended its rule over Bangalore. Modern Bangalore wasCholas and extended its rule over Bangalore. Modern Bangalore was
founded by a founded by a vassal of the Vijayanagara Empire, Kempe Gowda I, whovassal of the Vijayanagara Empire, Kempe Gowda I, who
built a mud-brick fort and a Nandi Temple in the proximity of modernbuilt a mud-brick fort and a Nandi Temple in the proximity of modern
Bangalore in 1537. Yelahanka is one of the oldest towns in KarnatakaBangalore in 1537. Yelahanka is one of the oldest towns in Karnataka
and it is believed that it has a history of more than 500 years. It is theand it is believed that it has a history of more than 500 years. It is the
home town for the ruling king called Kempegowda (under a provisionhome town for the ruling king called Kempegowda (under a provision
given by Krishnadevaraya) who built Bangalore City. Kempe Gowdagiven by Krishnadevaraya) who built Bangalore City. Kempe Gowda
referred to the new town as his "gandubhūmi" or "Land of Heroes".referred to the new town as his "gandubhūmi" or "Land of Heroes".[16][16]

Within Bangalore, the town was divided into smaller divisionsWithin Bangalore, the town was divided into smaller divisions  – – eacheach
called a "pete" (called a "pete" (IPA:IPA: [pe[peːːteteːː]). The town had two main streets]). The town had two main streets  – – Chikkapete Street, which ran east-west, andChikkapete Street, which ran east-west, and
Doddapete Street, which ran Doddapete Street, which ran north-south. Their intersectinorth-south. Their intersection formed on formed the Doddapete Squarethe Doddapete Square — — the heart of Bangalore.the heart of Bangalore.
Kempe Gowda's successor, Kempe Gowda II, built four famous towers that marked Bangalore's boundary. MythKempe Gowda's successor, Kempe Gowda II, built four famous towers that marked Bangalore's boundary. Myth
says that the city would befall great calamity if it extended beyond these four towers.says that the city would befall great calamity if it extended beyond these four towers. [22][22] During the VijayanagaraDuring the Vijayanagara
rule, Bangalore was also rule, Bangalore was also referred to as referred to as "Devarāyanagara" and "Kalyānapura" ("Auspicious City")."Devarāyanagara" and "Kalyānapura" ("Auspicious City").

Bangalore Palace, built in 1887, was home to theBangalore Palace, built in 1887, was home to the
rulers of Mysorerulers of Mysore

After the fall of the Vijayanagara Empire, Bangalore's rule changedAfter the fall of the Vijayanagara Empire, Bangalore's rule changed
hands several times. In 1638, a large Bijapur army led by Ranadullahands several times. In 1638, a large Bijapur army led by Ranadulla
Khan and accompanied by Shahji Bhonsle defeated Kempe Gowda IIIKhan and accompanied by Shahji Bhonsle defeated Kempe Gowda III
and Bangalore was given to Shahaji as a jagir. In 1687, the Mughaland Bangalore was given to Shahaji as a jagir. In 1687, the Mughal
general Kasim Khan defeated Ekoji I/Venkoji, son of general Kasim Khan defeated Ekoji I/Venkoji, son of Shahaji, and thenShahaji, and then
sold Bangalore to Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar (1673sold Bangalore to Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar (1673 – –1704) of Mysore1704) of Mysore
for 300,000 rupees.for 300,000 rupees.[23][23] [24][24] After the death of Krishnaraja Wodeyar IIAfter the death of Krishnaraja Wodeyar II
in 1759, Hyder Ali, Commander-in-Chief of the Mysore Army,in 1759, Hyder Ali, Commander-in-Chief of the Mysore Army,
proclaimed himself the de facto ruler of Mysore. The kingdom laterproclaimed himself the de facto ruler of Mysore. The kingdom later
passed to Hyder Ali's son Tippu Sultan, known as the Tiger of Mysore.passed to Hyder Ali's son Tippu Sultan, known as the Tiger of Mysore.

Bangalore fort was captured by the British armies under LordBangalore fort was captured by the British armies under Lord
Cornwallis on 21 March 1791 Cornwallis on 21 March 1791 during the Third Anglo-Mysore War and formed a during the Third Anglo-Mysore War and formed a centre for British resistanccentre for British resistance againste against
Tippu Sultan,Tippu Sultan,[25][25] being incorporated into the British Indian Empire after Tippu Sultan was being incorporated into the British Indian Empire after Tippu Sultan was defeated and killed in thedefeated and killed in the
Fourth Anglo-Mysore War (1799). The British returned administrative control of the Bangalore "pētē" to theFourth Anglo-Mysore War (1799). The British returned administrative control of the Bangalore "pētē" to the
Maharaja of Mysore, choosing only to retain the Cantonment under their jurisdiction. The 'Residency' of MysoreMaharaja of Mysore, choosing only to retain the Cantonment under their jurisdiction. The 'Residency' of Mysore
State was first establisheState was first established in Mysore in d in Mysore in 1799 and later shifted to Bangalore in the year 1804. 1799 and later shifted to Bangalore in the year 1804. It was abolished in theIt was abolished in the
year 1843 only to be revived in 1881 at Bangalore and to be closed down permanently in 1947, with Indianyear 1843 only to be revived in 1881 at Bangalore and to be closed down permanently in 1947, with Indian
independence. The British, found it easier to recruit employees in the Madras Presidency and relocate them toindependence. The British, found it easier to recruit employees in the Madras Presidency and relocate them to
cantonment area during this period. The Kingdom of Mysore relocated its capital from Mysore city to Bangalore incantonment area during this period. The Kingdom of Mysore relocated its capital from Mysore city to Bangalore in
1831.1831.[26][26] Two important developments during this period contributed to the Two important developments during this period contributed to the rapid growth of the rapid growth of the city: the introductioncity: the introduction
of telegraph connections and a rail connection to of telegraph connections and a rail connection to Madras in 1864.Madras in 1864.
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Tipu Sultan's Palace, BangaloreTipu Sultan's Palace, Bangalore

Bangalore city map, circa 1924 from "Murray'sBangalore city map, circa 1924 from "Murray's
1924 Handbook".1924 Handbook".

In the 19th In the 19th century, Bangalore essentialcentury, Bangalore essentially became a ly became a twin city, with thetwin city, with the
"pētē", whose residents were predominantly Kannadigas, and the"pētē", whose residents were predominantly Kannadigas, and the
"cantonment" created by the British, whose residents were"cantonment" created by the British, whose residents were
predominantly Tamils.predominantly Tamils.[27][27] Bangalore was hit by a plague epidemic inBangalore was hit by a plague epidemic in
1898 that dramatically reduced its population. New extensions in1898 that dramatically reduced its population. New extensions in
Malleswaram and Basavanagudi were developed in the Malleswaram and Basavanagudi were developed in the north and southnorth and south
of the pētē. Telephone lines were laid to help co-ordinate anti-plagueof the pētē. Telephone lines were laid to help co-ordinate anti-plague
operations, and a health officer was appointed to the city in 1898. Inoperations, and a health officer was appointed to the city in 1898. In
1906, Bangalore became the first city in India to have electricity,1906, Bangalore became the first city in India to have electricity,
powered by the hydroelectric plant situated in Shivanasamudra.powered by the hydroelectric plant situated in Shivanasamudra.
Bangalore's reputation as the Garden City of India began in 1927 withBangalore's reputation as the Garden City of India began in 1927 with
the Silver Jubilee celebrations of the rule of Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV.the Silver Jubilee celebrations of the rule of Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV.
Several projects such as the construction of parks, public buildings andSeveral projects such as the construction of parks, public buildings and
hospitals were instituted to beautify the city. After Indianhospitals were instituted to beautify the city. After Indian
independence in August 1947, Bangalore remained in the new Mysoreindependence in August 1947, Bangalore remained in the new Mysore
State of which the Maharaja of State of which the Maharaja of Mysore was the Rajapramukh.Mysore was the Rajapramukh.[28][28]

Public sector employment and education provided opportunities forPublic sector employment and education provided opportunities for
Kannadigas from the rest of the state to migrate to the city. BangaloreKannadigas from the rest of the state to migrate to the city. Bangalore
experienced rapid growth in the decades 1941experienced rapid growth in the decades 1941 – –51 and 197151 and 1971 – –81, which81, which
saw the arrival of many immigrants from northern Karnataka. By 1961,saw the arrival of many immigrants from northern Karnataka. By 1961,
Bangalore had become the Bangalore had become the sixth largest city in India, with a sixth largest city in India, with a populationpopulation
of 1,207,000.of 1,207,000.[29][29] In the decades that followed, Bangalore'sIn the decades that followed, Bangalore's
manufacturing base continued to expand with the establishment of manufacturing base continued to expand with the establishment of 
private companies such as MICO (Motor Industries Company), whichprivate companies such as MICO (Motor Industries Company), which
set up its manufacturing plant in the city. Bangalore experienced a growth in its real estate market in the 1980s andset up its manufacturing plant in the city. Bangalore experienced a growth in its real estate market in the 1980s and
1990s, spurred by capital investors from other parts of the country who converted Bangalore's large plots and1990s, spurred by capital investors from other parts of the country who converted Bangalore's large plots and
colonial bungalows into multi-storied apartments.colonial bungalows into multi-storied apartments.[30][30] In 1985, Texas Instruments became the first multinationalIn 1985, Texas Instruments became the first multinational
corporation to set up base in corporation to set up base in Bangalore. Other informatBangalore. Other information technology companies followed suit and by the ion technology companies followed suit and by the end of theend of the
20th century, Bangalore had 20th century, Bangalore had firmly established itself as thefirmly established itself as the Silicon Valley of IndiaSilicon Valley of India..

GeographyGeography

The Hesaraghatta Lake in BangaloreThe Hesaraghatta Lake in Bangalore

Bangalore lies in the southeast of the South Indian state of Karnataka.Bangalore lies in the southeast of the South Indian state of Karnataka.
It is in the heart of the Mysore Plateau (a region of the largerIt is in the heart of the Mysore Plateau (a region of the larger
Precambrian Deccan Plateau) Precambrian Deccan Plateau) at an at an average elevation of average elevation of 920 920 mm
(3,018 ft). It is positioned at 12°58(3,018 ft). It is positioned at 12°58′′N 77°34N 77°34′′E and covers an area of E and covers an area of 
741 km² (286 mi²).741 km² (286 mi²).[31][31] The majority of the city of Bangalore lies in theThe majority of the city of Bangalore lies in the
Bangalore Urban district of Karnataka and the surrounding rural areasBangalore Urban district of Karnataka and the surrounding rural areas
are a part of the Bangalore Rural district. The region consisting theare a part of the Bangalore Rural district. The region consisting the
Bangalore Urban and Rural districts is known as the BangaloreBangalore Urban and Rural districts is known as the Bangalore
(region). The Government of Karnataka has carved out the (region). The Government of Karnataka has carved out the new districtnew district
of Ramanagara from the old of Ramanagara from the old Bangalore Rural districtBangalore Rural district..

The topology of Bangalore is The topology of Bangalore is flat except for a central ridge running flat except for a central ridge running NNE-SSW. The highest point is VidyaranyapuraNNE-SSW. The highest point is Vidyaranyapura
DoddabettahallDoddabettahalli, which is 962 i, which is 962 m (3,156 ft) and m (3,156 ft) and lies on this ridge.lies on this ridge.[32][32] No major rivers run through the city, though theNo major rivers run through the city, though the

Arkavathi and South Pennar cross paths at the Nandi Hills, 60 km (37 mi.) to the north. River Vrishabhavathi, aArkavathi and South Pennar cross paths at the Nandi Hills, 60 km (37 mi.) to the north. River Vrishabhavathi, a
minor tributary of the Arkavathi, arises within the city at Basavanagudi and flows through the city. The riversminor tributary of the Arkavathi, arises within the city at Basavanagudi and flows through the city. The rivers
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Arkavathi and Vrishabhavathi together carry much of Bangalore's sewage. A sewerage system, constructed in 1922,Arkavathi and Vrishabhavathi together carry much of Bangalore's sewage. A sewerage system, constructed in 1922,
covers 215 km² (133 mi²) of the city and connects with five sewage treatment centers located in the periphery of covers 215 km² (133 mi²) of the city and connects with five sewage treatment centers located in the periphery of 
Bangalore.Bangalore.[33][33]

In the 16th century, Kempe Gowda I constructed many lakes to meet the town's water requirements. TheIn the 16th century, Kempe Gowda I constructed many lakes to meet the town's water requirements. The
Kempambudhi Kere, since overrun by modern Kempambudhi Kere, since overrun by modern development, was prominent among those lakes. In the earlier half of development, was prominent among those lakes. In the earlier half of 
20th century, the Nandi Hills waterworks was commissioned by Sir Mirza Ismail (Diwan of Mysore, 192620th century, the Nandi Hills waterworks was commissioned by Sir Mirza Ismail (Diwan of Mysore, 1926 – –41 CE)41 CE)
to provide a water supply to the to provide a water supply to the city. Currently, the river Kaveri provicity. Currently, the river Kaveri provides around 80% of des around 80% of the total water supply to thethe total water supply to the
city with the remaining 20% being obtained from the Thippagondanahalli and Hesaraghatta reservoirs of thecity with the remaining 20% being obtained from the Thippagondanahalli and Hesaraghatta reservoirs of the
Arkavathi river.Arkavathi river.[34][34] Bangalore receives 800 million litres (211 million US gallons) of water a day, more than anyBangalore receives 800 million litres (211 million US gallons) of water a day, more than any
other Indian city.other Indian city.[35][35] However, Bangalore sometimes does face water shortages, especially during the summerHowever, Bangalore sometimes does face water shortages, especially during the summer
season- more so in the years of low rainfall. A random sampling study of the Air Quality Index (AQI) of twentyseason- more so in the years of low rainfall. A random sampling study of the Air Quality Index (AQI) of twenty
stations within the city indicated scores that ranged from 76 to 314, suggesting heavy to severe air pollution aroundstations within the city indicated scores that ranged from 76 to 314, suggesting heavy to severe air pollution around
areas of areas of traffic concentration.traffic concentration.[36][36]

Bangalore has a handful of freshwater lakes and water tanks, the largest of which are Madivala tank, Hebbal lake,Bangalore has a handful of freshwater lakes and water tanks, the largest of which are Madivala tank, Hebbal lake,
Ulsoor lake and Sankey Tank. Ulsoor lake and Sankey Tank. Groundwater occurs in silty to sandy layers of Groundwater occurs in silty to sandy layers of the alluvial sediments. The Peninsularthe alluvial sediments. The Peninsular
Gneissic Complex (PGC) is the most Gneissic Complex (PGC) is the most dominant rock unit in dominant rock unit in the area and the area and includes granites, gneisseincludes granites, gneisses and s and migmatites,migmatites,
while the soils of Bangalore consist of red while the soils of Bangalore consist of red lateritlaterite and red, e and red, fine loamy to clayey soils.fine loamy to clayey soils.[36][36]

Vegetation in the city is primarily in the form of large deciduous canopy and minority coconut trees. ThoughVegetation in the city is primarily in the form of large deciduous canopy and minority coconut trees. Though
Bangalore has been classified as a part of the seismic zone II (a stable zone), it has experienced quakes of magnitudeBangalore has been classified as a part of the seismic zone II (a stable zone), it has experienced quakes of magnitude
as high as 4.5.as high as 4.5.[37][37]

ClimateClimate

Bangalore experiences a tropical savanna climate (Köppen climate classificationBangalore experiences a tropical savanna climate (Köppen climate classification  Aw Aw) with distinct wet and dry) with distinct wet and dry
seasons. Due to its seasons. Due to its high elevation, Bangalore usually enjoys a more high elevation, Bangalore usually enjoys a more moderate climate throughout the year, althoughmoderate climate throughout the year, although
occasional heat waves can make things very uncomfortable in the summer.occasional heat waves can make things very uncomfortable in the summer.[38][38] The coolest month is January with anThe coolest month is January with an
average low temperature of 15.1 °C and the hottest month is April with an average high temperature of 33.6 °C.average low temperature of 15.1 °C and the hottest month is April with an average high temperature of 33.6 °C. [39][39]

The highest temperature ever recorded in Bangalore is 38.9 °C(recorded in March 1931) and the lowest ever isThe highest temperature ever recorded in Bangalore is 38.9 °C(recorded in March 1931) and the lowest ever is
7.8 °C (recorded in January 1884).7.8 °C (recorded in January 1884).[40][40] [41][41] Winter temperatures rarely drop below 12 °C (54 °F), and summerWinter temperatures rarely drop below 12 °C (54 °F), and summer
temperatures seldom exceed 34temperatures seldom exceed 34 – –35 °C (<100 °F). Bangalore receives rainfall from both the northeast and the35 °C (<100 °F). Bangalore receives rainfall from both the northeast and the
southwest monsoons and the wettest months are September, October and August, in that order.southwest monsoons and the wettest months are September, October and August, in that order.[39][39] The summer heatThe summer heat
is moderated by fairly frequent thunderstorms, which occasionally cause power outages and local flooding. Theis moderated by fairly frequent thunderstorms, which occasionally cause power outages and local flooding. The
heaviest rainfall recorded in a 24-hour period is 179 heaviest rainfall recorded in a 24-hour period is 179 millimetrmillimetres (7.0 in) recorded on es (7.0 in) recorded on 1 October 1997.1 October 1997.[42][42]

Climate data for BangaloreClimate data for Bangalore

Month Month Jan Feb Mar Jan Feb Mar Apr Apr May May Jun Jun Jul Aug Sep Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Oct Nov Dec Dec YearYear

Average highAverage high

°C (°F)°C (°F)

27.027.0
(80.6)(80.6)

29.629.6
(85.3)(85.3)

32.432.4
(90.3)(90.3)

33.633.6
(92.5)(92.5)

32.732.7
(90.9)(90.9)

29.229.2
(84.6)(84.6)

27.527.5
(81.5)(81.5)

27.427.4
(81.3)(81.3)

28.028.0
(82.4)(82.4)

27.727.7
(81.9)(81.9)

26.626.6
(79.9)(79.9)

25.925.9
(78.6)(78.6)

29.029.0
(84.2)(84.2)

Average lowAverage low

°C (°F)°C (°F)

15.115.1
(59.2)(59.2)

16.616.6
(61.9)(61.9)

19.219.2
(66.6)(66.6)

21.521.5
(70.7)(70.7)

21.221.2
(70.2)(70.2)

19.919.9
(67.8)(67.8)

19.519.5
(67.1)(67.1)

19.419.4
(66.9)(66.9)

19.319.3
(66.7)(66.7)

19.119.1
(66.4)(66.4)

17.217.2
(63.0)(63.0)

15.615.6
(60.1)(60.1)

18.618.6
(65.5)(65.5)

Rainfall mmRainfall mm

(inches)(inches)

2.72.7
(0.106)(0.106)

7.27.2
(0.283)(0.283)

4.44.4
(0.173)(0.173)

46.346.3
(1.823)(1.823)

119.6119.6
(4.709)(4.709)

80.680.6
(3.173)(3.173)

110.2110.2
(4.339)(4.339)

137.0137.0
(5.394)(5.394)

194.8194.8
(7.669)(7.669)

180.4180.4
(7.102)(7.102)

64.564.5
(2.539)(2.539)

22.122.1
(0.87)(0.87)

969.8969.8
(38.181)(38.181)

Avg. rainyAvg. rainy

daysdays

0.2 0.5 0.4 3.0 7.0 6.4 8.3 10.0 9.3 9.0 4.0 1.7 59.80.2 0.5 0.4 3.0 7.0 6.4 8.3 10.0 9.3 9.0 4.0 1.7 59.8

SunshineSunshine

hourshours

263.5 248.6 272.8 258.0 241.8 138.0 111.6 114.7 144.0 173.6 189.0 210.8 2366.4263.5 248.6 272.8 258.0 241.8 138.0 111.6 114.7 144.0 173.6 189.0 210.8 2366.4

Source no. 1: WMOSource no. 1: WMO
[43][43]
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Source no. 2: HKO (sun only, 1971Source no. 2: HKO (sun only, 1971– – 1990)1990)
[44][44]

Civic administrationCivic administration

Bangalore City officialsBangalore City officials

Municipal Commissioner:Municipal Commissioner: Shankarlinge GowdaShankarlinge Gowda
[45][45]

Chief Commissioner of Income Tax:Chief Commissioner of Income Tax: M.L AggarwalM.L Aggarwal

Mayor:Mayor: SharadammaSharadamma
[1][1]

Police Commissioner:Police Commissioner: Jyothi Prakash MirjiJyothi Prakash Mirji
[46][46]

The Karnataka High Court is the supreme judicialThe Karnataka High Court is the supreme judicial
body, housed in the historic Atthara Kacheri, inbody, housed in the historic Atthara Kacheri, in

Karnataka and is located in Bangalore.Karnataka and is located in Bangalore.

The Vikasa Soudha, situated adjacent to theThe Vikasa Soudha, situated adjacent to the
Vidhana Soudha, houses many state ministries.Vidhana Soudha, houses many state ministries.

The Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara The Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP,Palike (BBMP, Greater BangaloreGreater Bangalore

 Municipal Corpor Municipal Corporationation) is in charge of the civic administration of the) is in charge of the civic administration of the
city.city.[47][47] It was formed in 2007 by merging 100 wards of the erstwhileIt was formed in 2007 by merging 100 wards of the erstwhile

 Bangalore  Bangalore Mahanagara Mahanagara PalikePalike, with seven neighbouring City, with seven neighbouring City
Municipal Councils, one Town Municipal Council and 110 villagesMunicipal Councils, one Town Municipal Council and 110 villages
around Bangalore.around Bangalore.[47][47] The BBMP is run by a city council composed of The BBMP is run by a city council composed of 
250 members, including 198 250 members, including 198 councillors representcouncillors representing each of ing each of the wardsthe wards
of the city of the city and 52 and 52 other elected representativesother elected representatives, consisting of members, consisting of members
of Parliament and the state legislature.of Parliament and the state legislature.[48][48] Elections to the council areElections to the council are
held once every five years, with results being decided held once every five years, with results being decided by popular vote.by popular vote.
Members contesting elections to the council usually represent one orMembers contesting elections to the council usually represent one or
more of the state's political parties. A mayor and deputy mayor more of the state's political parties. A mayor and deputy mayor are alsoare also
elected from among the elected members of the council.elected from among the elected members of the council.[48][48] ElectionsElections
to the BBMP were held on March 28, 2010, after a gap of three and ato the BBMP were held on March 28, 2010, after a gap of three and a
half years since the expiry of the previous elected body's term, and thehalf years since the expiry of the previous elected body's term, and the
Bharatiya Janata Party was voted into powerBharatiya Janata Party was voted into power – – the first time it had everthe first time it had ever
won a civic poll in the city.won a civic poll in the city.[49][49]

Bangalore's rapid growth has created several problems relating toBangalore's rapid growth has created several problems relating to
traffic congestion and infrastructural obsolescence that the Bangaloretraffic congestion and infrastructural obsolescence that the Bangalore
Mahanagara Palike has found challenging to address. A 2003Mahanagara Palike has found challenging to address. A 2003 Battelle Battelle

 Environmental  Environmental Evaluation Evaluation SystemSystem (BEES) evaluation of Bangalore's(BEES) evaluation of Bangalore's
physical, biological and socioeconomic parameters indicated thatphysical, biological and socioeconomic parameters indicated that
Bangalore's water quality and terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems wereBangalore's water quality and terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems were
close toclose to idealideal, while the city's socioeconomic parameters (traffic,, while the city's socioeconomic parameters (traffic,
quality of life) scored poorly.quality of life) scored poorly.[50][50] The unplanned nature of growth in The unplanned nature of growth in the city resulted in massive traffic gridlocks thatthe city resulted in massive traffic gridlocks that
the municipality attempted to ease by constructing a flyover system the municipality attempted to ease by constructing a flyover system and by imposing and by imposing one-way traffic systems. Someone-way traffic systems. Some
of the flyovers and one-ways mitigated the traffic situation moderately but were unable to adequately address theof the flyovers and one-ways mitigated the traffic situation moderately but were unable to adequately address the
disproportionate growth of city traffic.disproportionate growth of city traffic.[50][50] In 2005 both the Central Government and the In 2005 both the Central Government and the State Government allocatState Government allocateded
considerable portions of their annual budgets to address Bangalore's infrastructure.considerable portions of their annual budgets to address Bangalore's infrastructure.[51][51] The BBMP works with theThe BBMP works with the
Bangalore Development Authority (BDA) and the Agenda for Bengaluru Infrastructure and Development TaskBangalore Development Authority (BDA) and the Agenda for Bengaluru Infrastructure and Development Task
Force (ABIDe) to design and implement civic projects. Bangalore generates about 3,000 tonnes of solid waste perForce (ABIDe) to design and implement civic projects. Bangalore generates about 3,000 tonnes of solid waste per
day, of which about 1,139 tonnes are collected and sent to composting units such as the Karnataka Compostingday, of which about 1,139 tonnes are collected and sent to composting units such as the Karnataka Composting
Development Corporation. The remaining solid waste collected by the municipality is dumped in open spaces or onDevelopment Corporation. The remaining solid waste collected by the municipality is dumped in open spaces or on
roadsides outside the city.roadsides outside the city.[52][52]
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The Bangalore City Police (BCP) has The Bangalore City Police (BCP) has six geographic zones, includes the Traffic Police, the City Armed six geographic zones, includes the Traffic Police, the City Armed Reserve, theReserve, the
Central Crime Branch and the City Crime Record Bureau and runs 86 police stations, including two all-womenCentral Crime Branch and the City Crime Record Bureau and runs 86 police stations, including two all-women
police stations.police stations.[53][53] As capital of the As capital of the state of Karnataka, Bangalore houses important state government facilities suchstate of Karnataka, Bangalore houses important state government facilities such
as the Karnataka High Court, the as the Karnataka High Court, the Vidhana Soudha (the home of Vidhana Soudha (the home of the Karnataka state legislaturthe Karnataka state legislature) and Raj Bhavan e) and Raj Bhavan (the(the
residence of the Governor of residence of the Governor of Karnataka). Bangalore contriKarnataka). Bangalore contributes three members to India's lower butes three members to India's lower house of parliament,house of parliament,
the Lok Sabha, and the Lok Sabha, and 28 members to 28 members to the Karnataka State Assembly.the Karnataka State Assembly.[54][54]

ElectriciElectricity in ty in Bangalore is regulated through Bangalore is regulated through the Bangalore Electricity Supply Company (BESCOM),the Bangalore Electricity Supply Company (BESCOM),[55][55] while waterwhile water
supply and sanitation facilities are provided by the Bangalore Water Supply and supply and sanitation facilities are provided by the Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage Board (BWSSB).Sewerage Board (BWSSB).[56][56]

EconomyEconomy

Bangalore's 5Bangalore's 523462346 crorcrore e (U(US$9.95 billion) economy (2006S$9.95 billion) economy (2006 – –07 Net District Income) makes it one of the major07 Net District Income) makes it one of the major
economic centres in India,economic centres in India,[57][57] with with the the value value of of city's city's exports exports totalling totalling 43221 43221 crore crore (US$8.21 billion) (US$8.21 billion) inin
20042004 – –05.05.[58][58] With an economic growth of With an economic growth of 10.3%, Bangalore is the fastest growing major metropolis in India,10.3%, Bangalore is the fastest growing major metropolis in India,[59][59] andand
is also the country's fourth largest fast moving consumer goods (FMCG) market.is also the country's fourth largest fast moving consumer goods (FMCG) market.[60][60] With a per capita income of With a per capita income of 
74709 (US$1419.47) in 200674709 (US$1419.47) in 2006 – –07,07,[57][57] the city is the third largest hub for high net worth individuals and is home tothe city is the third largest hub for high net worth individuals and is home to
over 10,000 dolover 10,000 dollar milllar millionaires aionaires and about 60,000 nd about 60,000 super-rich super-rich people who hapeople who have an investve an investable surplus able surplus of of 4.5 crore4.5 crore
(US$1 million) and Rs. 50 lakh (US$1 million) and Rs. 50 lakh (US$ 95000) respectively.(US$ 95000) respectively.[61][61]

The headquarters of Infosys, India's secondThe headquarters of Infosys, India's second
largest IT company, is located in Bangalorelargest IT company, is located in Bangalore

The headquarters of several public sector undertakings such as BharatThe headquarters of several public sector undertakings such as Bharat
Electronics Limited (BEL), Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL),Electronics Limited (BEL), Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL),
National Aerospace Laboratories (NAL), Bharat Heavy ElectricalsNational Aerospace Laboratories (NAL), Bharat Heavy Electricals
Limited (BHEL), Bharat Earth Movers Limited (BEML) andLimited (BHEL), Bharat Earth Movers Limited (BEML) and
Hindustan Machine Tools (HMT) are located in Bangalore. In JuneHindustan Machine Tools (HMT) are located in Bangalore. In June
1972 the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) was established1972 the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) was established
under the Department of Space and under the Department of Space and headquartered in the city.headquartered in the city.

Bangalore is called theBangalore is called the Silicon Valley of IndiaSilicon Valley of India because of the largebecause of the large
number of information technology companies located in the city whichnumber of information technology companies located in the city which
contributed 33% of India's Rs. 144214 crore (US$ 27 billion) ITcontributed 33% of India's Rs. 144214 crore (US$ 27 billion) IT
exports in 2006exports in 2006 – –07.07.[62][62] Bangalore's IT industry is divided into threeBangalore's IT industry is divided into three

main clustersmain clusters  — — Software Technology Parks of India (STPI); International Tech Park, Bangalore (ITPB); andSoftware Technology Parks of India (STPI); International Tech Park, Bangalore (ITPB); and
Electronics City. UB City, the headquarters of the United Breweries Group, is a high-end commercial zone.Electronics City. UB City, the headquarters of the United Breweries Group, is a high-end commercial zone. [63][63]

Infosys and Wipro, India's second and third largest software companies are headquartered in Bangalore, as are manyInfosys and Wipro, India's second and third largest software companies are headquartered in Bangalore, as are many
of the globalof the global SEI-CMM Level 5 CompaniesSEI-CMM Level 5 Companies ..

The growth of The growth of  IT hasIT has ppresenteresentedd the cthe ciity with unique challenges.ty with unique challenges. IIdeologicaldeological cclashes sometimes occur belashes sometimes occur between thetween the
city's IT moguls, whcity's IT moguls, who demand an impro demand an improovementvement iin then the ccity's infrastructurity's infrastructuree, and the st, and the staate govete goverrnment, whose electnment, whose electooralral
base is primaribase is primarily thely the pepeople iople in rural Karnataka.n rural Karnataka.[64][64] The encouragement of high-tech industry in Bangalore, forThe encouragement of high-tech industry in Bangalore, for
example, has not favoured local employment development, but has, instead, increased land values and forced outexample, has not favoured local employment development, but has, instead, increased land values and forced out
small enterprise.small enterprise.[65][65] The state has also resisted the massive investments required to reverse the rapid decline inThe state has also resisted the massive investments required to reverse the rapid decline in
intra-citintra-city transport which has y transport which has already begun to already begun to drive new and drive new and expanding businesses to other centers across India.expanding businesses to other centers across India.[66][66]

Bangalore is a hub for biotechnology related industry in India and in the year 2005, around 47% of the 265Bangalore is a hub for biotechnology related industry in India and in the year 2005, around 47% of the 265
biotechnology companies in India were located here; including Biocon, India's largest biotechnology company.biotechnology companies in India were located here; including Biocon, India's largest biotechnology company.[67][67]

[68][68]

Infosys, Wipro, iGate, Tata Consultancy Services, Accenture, Nokia Siemens Networks and US based companiesInfosys, Wipro, iGate, Tata Consultancy Services, Accenture, Nokia Siemens Networks and US based companies
like Texas Instruments, Google, IBM, Hewlett-Packard, Honeywell, Yahoo, Oracle Corporation, Cisco, Microsoft,like Texas Instruments, Google, IBM, Hewlett-Packard, Honeywell, Yahoo, Oracle Corporation, Cisco, Microsoft,
Intuit and Intel have their research and development centers along with Intuit and Intel have their research and development centers along with their corporate offices in Bangalore.their corporate offices in Bangalore.
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TransportTransport

The new Bengaluru International Airport isThe new Bengaluru International Airport is
located in Devanahalli.located in Devanahalli.

AirAir

Bangalore is served by the Bengaluru International Airport (IATA:Bangalore is served by the Bengaluru International Airport (IATA:
BLRBLR, ICAO:, ICAO: VOBLVOBL) which started operations from 24 May ) which started operations from 24 May 2008. The2008. The
city was earlier served by the HAL Airport which was India's fourthcity was earlier served by the HAL Airport which was India's fourth
busiest airport.busiest airport.[69][69] [70][70] [71][71] Kingfisher Airlines has its registered officeKingfisher Airlines has its registered office
in Bangalore.in Bangalore.[72][72] It is now the fourth busiest airport in India in terms of It is now the fourth busiest airport in India in terms of 
passenger traffic and the number passenger traffic and the number of air traffic movements (ATMs) withof air traffic movements (ATMs) with
about 280 per day.about 280 per day.[73][73] The airport is around 40 km The airport is around 40 km from the city centre.from the city centre.
The most hassle-free way to commute is by taxi. Meru cabs and EasyThe most hassle-free way to commute is by taxi. Meru cabs and Easy
cabs have taxis present in the rank at the airport. There are also certaincabs have taxis present in the rank at the airport. There are also certain
private cab companies.private cab companies.

RailRail

A rapid transit system called theA rapid transit system called the  Namma Metro Namma Metro is being built. A 7 km is being built. A 7 km stretch from Bayappanahalli to MG Road wasstretch from Bayappanahalli to MG Road was
opened to public on 20 October 2011.opened to public on 20 October 2011.[74][74] Once completed, this will encompass a 42.3 km (26.3 mi) elevated andOnce completed, this will encompass a 42.3 km (26.3 mi) elevated and
underground rail network comprising 41 stations. It is expected to connect central locations in Bangalore tounderground rail network comprising 41 stations. It is expected to connect central locations in Bangalore to
Devanahalli and the Chikballapur regions.Devanahalli and the Chikballapur regions.[75][75] [76][76] This much-delayed project is the cityThis much-delayed project is the city’’s primary response to thes primary response to the
worsening intra-city transport infrastworsening intra-city transport infrastructure which has become ructure which has become a major deterrent to a major deterrent to continued business growth.continued business growth.[66][66]

Bangalore comes under the Bangalore comes under the South Western Railway zone of the South Western Railway zone of the Indian Railways. Bangalore City Railway station andIndian Railways. Bangalore City Railway station and
Yesvantpur Junction connect it to the rest of the country through the Indian Railways. TheYesvantpur Junction connect it to the rest of the country through the Indian Railways. The  Bangalore  Bangalore RajdhaniRajdhani

 Express Express connects the city to New Delhi, the capital of India. Bangalore is also connected by rail to most cities inconnects the city to New Delhi, the capital of India. Bangalore is also connected by rail to most cities in
Karnataka, as well as Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata, Hyderabad, Bhopal, and other major cities in India.Karnataka, as well as Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata, Hyderabad, Bhopal, and other major cities in India. [77][77] TheThe
sprawling Rail Wheel Factory is Asia's second largest manufacturer of Wheel & Axle for Railways andsprawling Rail Wheel Factory is Asia's second largest manufacturer of Wheel & Axle for Railways and
headquartered in Yelahanka, Bangalore.headquartered in Yelahanka, Bangalore.

BMTC's Volvo buses are a popular mode of BMTC's Volvo buses are a popular mode of 
commuting within Bangalore.commuting within Bangalore.

[78][78]

RoadRoad

Three-wheeled, green and yellow auto-rickshaws, referred to asThree-wheeled, green and yellow auto-rickshaws, referred to as autosautos,,
are a popular form of transport. They are metered and canare a popular form of transport. They are metered and can
accommodate up to three passengers. Taxi services within Bangalore isaccommodate up to three passengers. Taxi services within Bangalore is
provided by provided by several operators. Taxis, commonly calledseveral operators. Taxis, commonly called City TaxisCity Taxis, are, are
usually available only on call. Taxis are metered and are generallyusually available only on call. Taxis are metered and are generally
more expensive than more expensive than auto-rickshawsauto-rickshaws..

Buses operated by Bangalore Metropolitan Transport CorporationBuses operated by Bangalore Metropolitan Transport Corporation
(BMTC) are an important means of public transport available in the(BMTC) are an important means of public transport available in the
city, and are highly reliable.city, and are highly reliable.[79][79] While commuters can buy tickets onWhile commuters can buy tickets on
boarding these buses, BMTC also provides an option of a bus pass toboarding these buses, BMTC also provides an option of a bus pass to
frequent users.frequent users.[79][79] BMTC runs air-conditioned luxury buses on major routes, and also BMTC runs air-conditioned luxury buses on major routes, and also operates shuttle services fromoperates shuttle services from
various parts of the various parts of the city to the city to the Bengaluru InternationBengaluru International Airport.al Airport.[80][80] The Karnataka State Road Transport CorporationThe Karnataka State Road Transport Corporation
operates 6,918 buses on 6,352 operates 6,918 buses on 6,352 schedules, connecting Bangalorschedules, connecting Bangalore with other parts of e with other parts of Karnataka as well as other states.Karnataka as well as other states.
The main bus depots that BMTC maintains are the Kempegowda Bus Station, locally known as "Majestic",The main bus depots that BMTC maintains are the Kempegowda Bus Station, locally known as "Majestic",
Shantinagar Bus Depot, and Shantinagar Bus Depot, and ShivajinagaShivajinagar Bus r Bus Depot.Depot.
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DemographicsDemographics

Population GrowthPopulation Growth

CCeennssuuss PPoopp.. %%±±

19711971 16540001654000  — —

19811981 22992222000000 7766..77%%

19911991 44113300000000 4411..33%%

20012001 55110011000000 2233..55%%

20112011 88442255997700 6655..22%%

Source: Census of IndiaSource: Census of India [81][81] [82][82]

The Nandi Temple is a famousThe Nandi Temple is a famous
temple located in Basavanagudi,temple located in Basavanagudi,

Bangalore.Bangalore.

Religion in BangaloreReligion in Bangalore

RReelliiggiioonn PPeerrcceenntt

HHiinndduuss 7799..33%%

MMuusslliimmss 1133..33%%

CChhrriissttiiaannss 55..88%%

JJaaiinnss 11..11%%

OthersOthers†† 1%1%

Distribution of religionsDistribution of religions
††Includes Sikhs (<0.1%), Buddhists (<0.1%).Includes Sikhs (<0.1%), Buddhists (<0.1%).

With an estimated population of 5.8 million in 2001,With an estimated population of 5.8 million in 2001, [5][5] Bangalore is the third most populous city in India and theBangalore is the third most populous city in India and the
28th most populous city in the world.28th most populous city in the world.[83][83] Bangalore was the fastest-growing Indian metropolis after New DelhiBangalore was the fastest-growing Indian metropolis after New Delhi
between 1991between 1991 – –2001, with a growth rate of 38% during the decade. Residents of Bangalore are referred to as2001, with a growth rate of 38% during the decade. Residents of Bangalore are referred to as
 Bangaloreans Bangaloreans in Englishin English Bengaloorinavaru Bengaloorinavaru in Kannada.in Kannada.[84][84]

The cosmopolitan nature of the city The cosmopolitan nature of the city has resulted in the migration of has resulted in the migration of people from other states to Bangalore,people from other states to Bangalore,[85][85] whichwhich
has in recent years given rise to tensions between immigrants and locals.has in recent years given rise to tensions between immigrants and locals.[86][86] Scheduled Castes and Tribes account forScheduled Castes and Tribes account for
14.3% of the city's population. Besides Kannada, other major languages spoken in the 14.3% of the city's population. Besides Kannada, other major languages spoken in the city are Tamil, Telugu, Hindi,city are Tamil, Telugu, Hindi,
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English.English.[87][87] A good number of Konkani speakers have settled in Bangalore since last century from Canara districtsA good number of Konkani speakers have settled in Bangalore since last century from Canara districts
of Karnataka and Goa.of Karnataka and Goa.[88][88] Similarly, Marathi is spoken by a small but significant minority of the society.Similarly, Marathi is spoken by a small but significant minority of the society. [89][89]

According to the 2001 census of India, 79.4% of Bangalore's population is Hindu, roughly the same as the nationalAccording to the 2001 census of India, 79.4% of Bangalore's population is Hindu, roughly the same as the national
average.average.[90][90] Muslims comprise 13.4% of the population, which again is roughly the same as the national average,Muslims comprise 13.4% of the population, which again is roughly the same as the national average,
while Christians and Jains account for 5.8% and 1.1% of the population, respectively, double that of their nationalwhile Christians and Jains account for 5.8% and 1.1% of the population, respectively, double that of their national
averages. Anglo-Indians also form a substantial group within the city. Women make up 47.5% of Bangalore'saverages. Anglo-Indians also form a substantial group within the city. Women make up 47.5% of Bangalore's
population. Bangalore has the second highest literacy rate (83%) for an Indian metropolis, after Mumbai. Roughlypopulation. Bangalore has the second highest literacy rate (83%) for an Indian metropolis, after Mumbai. Roughly
10% of Bangalore's population lives in slums10% of Bangalore's population lives in slums[91][91] — —a relatively low proportion when compared to other cities in thea relatively low proportion when compared to other cities in the
developing world such as Mumbai (50%) and Nairobi (60%).developing world such as Mumbai (50%) and Nairobi (60%).[92][92] The 2008 National Crime Records Bureau The 2008 National Crime Records Bureau statiststatisticsics
indicate that Bangalore accounts for 8.5% of the indicate that Bangalore accounts for 8.5% of the total crimes reported from 35 major cities in India.total crimes reported from 35 major cities in India.[93][93]

CultureCulture

The Lal Bagh Glass House at night; famous forThe Lal Bagh Glass House at night; famous for
its flower shows, it is now a heritage monument.its flower shows, it is now a heritage monument.

Bangalore Karaga, one of the oldestBangalore Karaga, one of the oldest
and most important festivals in theand most important festivals in the

heart of Bangalore.heart of Bangalore.

Dasara, a traditional celebration of the old Kingdom of Mysore, is theDasara, a traditional celebration of the old Kingdom of Mysore, is the
state festival and is celebrated with great vigour.state festival and is celebrated with great vigour.

Bangalore is known as theBangalore is known as the Garden City of IndiaGarden City of India
[94][94] because of itsbecause of its

greenery and the presence of many public parks, including the Lalgreenery and the presence of many public parks, including the Lal
Bagh and Cubbon Park.Bagh and Cubbon Park.

The city celebrates its most important and oldest festival, "KaragaThe city celebrates its most important and oldest festival, "Karaga
Shaktyotsava" or Bangalore Karaga.Shaktyotsava" or Bangalore Karaga.[95][95] Deepavali, the "Festival of Deepavali, the "Festival of 
Lights", transcends demographic and religious lines and is anotherLights", transcends demographic and religious lines and is another
important festival. Other traditional Indian festivals such as Ganeshimportant festival. Other traditional Indian festivals such as Ganesh
Chaturthi, Ugadi, Sankranthi, Eid ul-Fitr, and Christmas are alsoChaturthi, Ugadi, Sankranthi, Eid ul-Fitr, and Christmas are also
celebrated.celebrated.

Bangalore is home to the Kannada film industry, which churns outBangalore is home to the Kannada film industry, which churns out
about 80 Kannada movies each year.about 80 Kannada movies each year.[96][96]

The diversity of cuisine is reflective of the social and economicThe diversity of cuisine is reflective of the social and economic
diversity of Bangalore. Roadside vendors, tea stalls, and South Indian,diversity of Bangalore. Roadside vendors, tea stalls, and South Indian,
North Indian, Chinese and Western fast food are all very popular in theNorth Indian, Chinese and Western fast food are all very popular in the
city. Udupi restaurants are very popular and serve predominantlycity. Udupi restaurants are very popular and serve predominantly
vegetarian, regional cuisine. Bangalore has a wide and varied mix of vegetarian, regional cuisine. Bangalore has a wide and varied mix of 
restaurant types and cuisines and Bangaloreans deem eating out as anrestaurant types and cuisines and Bangaloreans deem eating out as an
intrinsic part of their culture, so much that intrinsic part of their culture, so much that Bangalore Restaurant WeekBangalore Restaurant Week
 – – an event that involved some of the best restaurants in Bangalorean event that involved some of the best restaurants in Bangalore  – –
was held between November 12 to 21, 2010.was held between November 12 to 21, 2010.

Bangalore is also a major center of Indian classical music and dance.Bangalore is also a major center of Indian classical music and dance.
Classical music and dance recitals are widely held throughout the yearClassical music and dance recitals are widely held throughout the year
and particularly during the Ramanavami and Ganesha Chaturthiand particularly during the Ramanavami and Ganesha Chaturthi
festivals. The Bengaluru Gayana Samaja has been at the forefront of festivals. The Bengaluru Gayana Samaja has been at the forefront of 
promoting classical music and dance in the promoting classical music and dance in the city.city.

The city has a vibrant English and regional language theater scene with organizations such as Ranga Shankara andThe city has a vibrant English and regional language theater scene with organizations such as Ranga Shankara and
Chowdiah Memorial Hall leading the way. Bangalore is also sometimes called as the "Pub Capital of India" and isChowdiah Memorial Hall leading the way. Bangalore is also sometimes called as the "Pub Capital of India" and is
one of the one of the premier places to hold international rock concerts.premier places to hold international rock concerts.[97][97]
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YakshaganaYakshagana – – a theatre art often performed in thea theatre art often performed in the
town halltown hall

Sister citiesSister cities

Bangalore is currently twinned with three sister cities:Bangalore is currently twinned with three sister cities:[98][98] [99][99] [100][100]

City Region CountryCity Region Country

MinskMinsk Minsk RegionMinsk Region BelarusBelarus

San FranciscoSan Francisco CaliforniaCalifornia United StatesUnited States

ClevelandCleveland OhioOhio United StatesUnited States

SportsSports

The M. Chinnaswamy Stadium is Bangalore'sThe M. Chinnaswamy Stadium is Bangalore's
premier cricket stadium.premier cricket stadium.

Cricket is the most popular sport in Bangalore. A significant number of Cricket is the most popular sport in Bangalore. A significant number of 
national cricketers have come from Bangalore, including former Indiannational cricketers have come from Bangalore, including former Indian
cricket team captains Rahul Dravid and Anil Kumble. Some of thecricket team captains Rahul Dravid and Anil Kumble. Some of the
other players who have represented India include Javagal Srinath,other players who have represented India include Javagal Srinath,
Gundappa Vishwanath, Syed Kirmani, E. A. S. Prasanna, VenkateshGundappa Vishwanath, Syed Kirmani, E. A. S. Prasanna, Venkatesh
Prasad, Sunil Joshi, Robin Uthappa, Vinay Kumar, Roger Binny andPrasad, Sunil Joshi, Robin Uthappa, Vinay Kumar, Roger Binny and
Abhimanyu Mithun. Many children play gully cricket on the roads andAbhimanyu Mithun. Many children play gully cricket on the roads and
in the city's many public fields. Bangalore's main international cricketin the city's many public fields. Bangalore's main international cricket
stadium is the M. stadium is the M. Chinnaswamy Stadium, which has a seating capacityChinnaswamy Stadium, which has a seating capacity
of 55,000of 55,000[101][101] and has hosted matches during the 1987 Cricket Worldand has hosted matches during the 1987 Cricket World
Cup, 1996 Cricket World Cup and the 2011 Cricket World Cup. TheCup, 1996 Cricket World Cup and the 2011 Cricket World Cup. The
Chinnaswamy Stadium is also the home of India's National CricketChinnaswamy Stadium is also the home of India's National Cricket
Academy.Academy.

The Indian Premier League franchise Bangalore Royal The Indian Premier League franchise Bangalore Royal Challengers, the Premier Hockey League franchise BangaloreChallengers, the Premier Hockey League franchise Bangalore
Hi-fliersHi-fliers, and , and the Karnataka Premier League franchisees Bangalore Brigadiers and Provident Bangalore are based inthe Karnataka Premier League franchisees Bangalore Brigadiers and Provident Bangalore are based in
the city. India's Davis Cup team the city. India's Davis Cup team members, Mahesh Bhupathimembers, Mahesh Bhupathi[102][102] and Rohan Bopannaand Rohan Bopanna[103][103] also reside in Bangalore.also reside in Bangalore.
The city hosts The city hosts the Women's Tennis Association (WTA) Bangalore Open the Women's Tennis Association (WTA) Bangalore Open tournament annually. Beginning Septembertournament annually. Beginning September
2008, Bangalore has also been hosting the Kingfisher Airlines Tennis Open ATP tournament annually.2008, Bangalore has also been hosting the Kingfisher Airlines Tennis Open ATP tournament annually. [104][104]

Bangalore is also home to Bangalore is also home to the Bangalore Rugby Football Club (B.R.F.C)the Bangalore Rugby Football Club (B.R.F.C)

Bangalore has a number of elite clubs, like Century Club, The Bangalore Golf Club, the Bowring Institute and theBangalore has a number of elite clubs, like Century Club, The Bangalore Golf Club, the Bowring Institute and the
exclusive Bangalore Club, which counts among its previous members Winston Churchill and the Maharaja of exclusive Bangalore Club, which counts among its previous members Winston Churchill and the Maharaja of 
Mysore.Mysore.[105][105] The Hindustan Aeronautics Limited SC is based in Bangalore. Other sports personalities fromThe Hindustan Aeronautics Limited SC is based in Bangalore. Other sports personalities from
Bangalore include national swimming champion Nisha Millet, world snooker champion, Pankaj Advani and Bangalore include national swimming champion Nisha Millet, world snooker champion, Pankaj Advani and formerformer
All England Open badminton champion Prakash Padukone.All England Open badminton champion Prakash Padukone.
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EducationEducation

Indian Institute of ScienceIndian Institute of Science – – thethe
premier institute of science in India.premier institute of science in India.

Until the early 19th century, education in Bangalore was mainly run by Until the early 19th century, education in Bangalore was mainly run by religiousreligious
leaders and restricted to students of that religion.leaders and restricted to students of that religion.[106][106] The western system of The western system of 
education was introduced during the rule of Mummadi Krishnaraja Wodeyar,education was introduced during the rule of Mummadi Krishnaraja Wodeyar,
when two schools were established in Bangalore. Subsequently, Wesleyanwhen two schools were established in Bangalore. Subsequently, Wesleyan
Mission established a school in 1851 and the Bangalore High School which wasMission established a school in 1851 and the Bangalore High School which was
started by the Government in 1858.started by the Government in 1858.[107][107]

In post-independent India, schools for young children are mainly based on theIn post-independent India, schools for young children are mainly based on the
kindergarten form of education.kindergarten form of education.[108][108] Primary and secondary education inPrimary and secondary education in
Bangalore is offered by various schools which are affiliated to one of the boardsBangalore is offered by various schools which are affiliated to one of the boards
of education, such as the Secondary School Leaving Certificate (SSLC), ICSE,of education, such as the Secondary School Leaving Certificate (SSLC), ICSE,
CBSE, IB and NIOS.CBSE, IB and NIOS. [109][109] Schools in Bangalore are either government run or Schools in Bangalore are either government run or areare
private (both aided and un-aided by the government).private (both aided and un-aided by the government).[110][110] After completing theirAfter completing their
secondary education, students either attend Pre University (PUC) or continuesecondary education, students either attend Pre University (PUC) or continue
High School in one of threeHigh School in one of three streamsstreams  – – Arts, Commerce or Science.Arts, Commerce or Science.[111][111]

AlternativeAlternatively, students may also ly, students may also enroll in Diploma courses. Upon enroll in Diploma courses. Upon completing thecompleting the
required coursework, students enroll in general or professional degrees inrequired coursework, students enroll in general or professional degrees in
universities. The Bangalore University,established in 1886, provides affiliation to about 500 colleges, with a totaluniversities. The Bangalore University,established in 1886, provides affiliation to about 500 colleges, with a total
student enrollment exceeding 300,000. The university has two campuses within Bangalorestudent enrollment exceeding 300,000. The university has two campuses within Bangalore  – – Jnanabharathi andJnanabharathi and
Central College.Central College.[112][112]

Indian Institute of Science, which was established in 1909 in Bangalore, is the premier institute for scientificIndian Institute of Science, which was established in 1909 in Bangalore, is the premier institute for scientific
research and study in India.research and study in India.[113][113] Nationally renowned professional institutes such as the National Centre forNationally renowned professional institutes such as the National Centre for
Biological Sciences (NCBS), National Institute of Design (NID), National Law School of India University (NLSIU),Biological Sciences (NCBS), National Institute of Design (NID), National Law School of India University (NLSIU),
the Indian the Indian Institute of Management, Bangalore (IIM-B), the Institute of Management, Bangalore (IIM-B), the Indian Statistical InstitutIndian Statistical Institute and e and International InstitInternational Institute of ute of 
Information Technology, Bangalore (IIIT-B) are located in Bangalore.Information Technology, Bangalore (IIIT-B) are located in Bangalore.[113][113] The city is also home to the premierThe city is also home to the premier
mental health institution in India National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences (NIMHANS). Bangaloremental health institution in India National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences (NIMHANS). Bangalore
also has some of the best medical colleges in the country, like St. John's Medical College (SJMC) and Bangalorealso has some of the best medical colleges in the country, like St. John's Medical College (SJMC) and Bangalore
Medical College and Medical College and Research Institute (BMCRI).Research Institute (BMCRI).

MediaMedia

The first printing-press was established in Bangalore in the year 1840.The first printing-press was established in Bangalore in the year 1840.[114][114] In 1859,In 1859,  punjab  punjab kesrikesri became the firstbecame the first
English bi-weekly newspaper to be published in BangaloreEnglish bi-weekly newspaper to be published in Bangalore[115][115] and in 1860,and in 1860, Mysore  Mysore Vrittanta Vrittanta BodhiniBodhini became thebecame the
first kannada newspaper to be circulated in Bangalore.first kannada newspaper to be circulated in Bangalore.[114][114] Currently,Currently, Vijaya KarnatakaVijaya Karnataka andand The Times of IndiaThe Times of India areare
the most widely circulated Kannada and English newspapers in Bangalore respectively, closely followed by thethe most widely circulated Kannada and English newspapers in Bangalore respectively, closely followed by the

 Prajavani Prajavani andand  Deccan  Deccan Herald Herald  both owned by the Printers (Mysore) Limitedboth owned by the Printers (Mysore) Limited  – – the largest print media house inthe largest print media house in
Karnataka.Karnataka.[116][116] [117][117]

Bangalore got its first radio station when Bangalore got its first radio station when All India Radio, the official broadcaster for the All India Radio, the official broadcaster for the Indian GIndian Government,overnment, startedstarted
broadcasting from its Bangalore station on 2 November 1955.broadcasting from its Bangalore station on 2 November 1955.[118][118] The radio transmission was AM, until in 2001,The radio transmission was AM, until in 2001,
Radio City became the first private channel in India to start transmitting FM radio from Bangalore.Radio City became the first private channel in India to start transmitting FM radio from Bangalore. [119][119] In recentIn recent
years, a number of FM channels have started broadcasting from Bangalore.years, a number of FM channels have started broadcasting from Bangalore.[120][120] The city also has India's OldestThe city also has India's Oldest
Amateur (Ham) Radio ClubAmateur (Ham) Radio Club  – – Bangalore Amateur Radio Club VU2ARCBangalore Amateur Radio Club VU2ARC[121][121] [122][122] celebrating its Golden Jubileecelebrating its Golden Jubilee
along with Hamfest India HFI 2009 along with Hamfest India HFI 2009 this Novemberthis November[123][123] amongst various clubs for HAM radio amongst various clubs for HAM radio enthusiasts.enthusiasts.[124][124] ThereThere
are two operational community radio stations in Bangalore called Radio Active and Ramana Voices, managed byare two operational community radio stations in Bangalore called Radio Active and Ramana Voices, managed by
Mahaveer Jain College and Shree Ramana Maharishi Academy of the Blind (SRMAB), respectively. The latter isMahaveer Jain College and Shree Ramana Maharishi Academy of the Blind (SRMAB), respectively. The latter is
being co-managed by a being co-managed by a media advocacy group in media advocacy group in Bangalore called VOICES.Bangalore called VOICES.
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Bangalore has a number of newspapers and magazines that cater to the varied interests. number of news channelsBangalore has a number of newspapers and magazines that cater to the varied interests. number of news channels
operate in the city, as well as in the state too. Magazines like Open and 080 cater to lifestyle, citizen issues andoperate in the city, as well as in the state too. Magazines like Open and 080 cater to lifestyle, citizen issues and
fashion, newspapers like Mid-Day, Bangalore Mirror, Vijaya Karnataka provide localised news updates. On the fashion, newspapers like Mid-Day, Bangalore Mirror, Vijaya Karnataka provide localised news updates. On the web,web,
Explocity provides listingExplocity provides listings information. Deccan Herald, The Times of India and s information. Deccan Herald, The Times of India and The Hindu provide e-paper services.The Hindu provide e-paper services.

Bangalore got its first look at television when Doordarshan established a relay centre here and started relayingBangalore got its first look at television when Doordarshan established a relay centre here and started relaying
programs from 1 November 1981.programs from 1 November 1981.[125][125] A productioA production center was established in the n center was established in the Doordarshan's BanDoordarshan's Bangalore officegalore office inin
1983, thereby allowing the introduction of a news program in 1983, thereby allowing the introduction of a news program in Kannada on 19 November Kannada on 19 November 1983.1983.[125][125] Doordarshan alsoDoordarshan also
launched a Kannada satellite channel on 15 August 1991 which is now named DD Chandana.launched a Kannada satellite channel on 15 August 1991 which is now named DD Chandana.[125][125] The advent of The advent of 
private satellitprivate satellite channels in Bangalore started in September 1991 e channels in Bangalore started in September 1991 when Star TV started to broadcast its channels.when Star TV started to broadcast its channels.[126][126]

Though the number of satellite TV channels available for viewing in Bangalore has grown over the years,Though the number of satellite TV channels available for viewing in Bangalore has grown over the years, [127][127] thethe
cable operators play a major role in the availability of these channels, which has led to occasional conflicts.cable operators play a major role in the availability of these channels, which has led to occasional conflicts. [128][128]

Direct To Home services are also available in Direct To Home services are also available in Bangalore now.Bangalore now.[129][129]

The first Internet service provider in The first Internet service provider in Bangalore was STPI, Bangalore which Bangalore was STPI, Bangalore which started offering internet services in earlystarted offering internet services in early
1990s.1990s.[130][130] This Internet service was however restricted to corporates, until VSNL started offering dial-up internetThis Internet service was however restricted to corporates, until VSNL started offering dial-up internet
services to the general public at the end of 1995.services to the general public at the end of 1995. [131][131] Currently, Bangalore has the largest number of broadbandCurrently, Bangalore has the largest number of broadband
Internet connections in India.Internet connections in India.[132][132]
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BangaloreBangalore ( ( / / ̍̍ bæŋbæŋɡəɡəllɔɔr/; Kannada:r/; Kannada: ಬೆಂಗಳೂರುಬೆಂಗಳೂರು,, IPA:IPA: [beŋ[beŋɡɡaaɭ ɭ uuːːru]) is the capital and the largest city of the Indianru]) is the capital and the largest city of the Indian

state of Karnataka.state of Karnataka.
Bengaluru as it is known today was founded by Kempe Gowda, who built a mud fort in the city.Bengaluru is calledBengaluru as it is known today was founded by Kempe Gowda, who built a mud fort in the city.Bengaluru is called
IT capital of India.IT capital of India.

Gangas, Cholas and HoysalasGangas, Cholas and Hoysalas
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The Hoysala architecture is noted for itsThe Hoysala architecture is noted for its
elaborate motifs.elaborate motifs.

In the year 1120 In the year 1120 AD, the Hoysala King, Veera Ballala ruled the DeccanAD, the Hoysala King, Veera Ballala ruled the Deccan
plateau or the South of India. On a hunting trip in the forest he lost hisplateau or the South of India. On a hunting trip in the forest he lost his
way. After a long search he met an old lady in the forest who offeredway. After a long search he met an old lady in the forest who offered
him shelter for the night and served him some boiled beans for dinner.him shelter for the night and served him some boiled beans for dinner.
To show his gratitude to this lady for having saved his life, the KingTo show his gratitude to this lady for having saved his life, the King
constructed a town and named it as Benda Kalooru which means townconstructed a town and named it as Benda Kalooru which means town
of boiled beans. Later in 1537, a local chieftain, Kempe Gowda helpedof boiled beans. Later in 1537, a local chieftain, Kempe Gowda helped
design this town and give it its modern shape.design this town and give it its modern shape.

The Gangas ruled Gangavadi from Kolar starting c. 350 and later shiftedThe Gangas ruled Gangavadi from Kolar starting c. 350 and later shifted
their capital to Talakadu.Their rule often extended over large parts of their capital to Talakadu.Their rule often extended over large parts of 
Tamilnadu.Tamilnadu.[1][1] An article, published inAn article, published in The HinduThe Hindu, states, states[2][2] ::

 An  An inscription, inscription, dating dating back back to to 890 890 AD, AD, shows shows Bengaluru Bengaluru is is over over 

1,000 years old. But it stands neglected at the Parvathi1,000 years old. But it stands neglected at the Parvathi

 Nageshwara  Nageshwara Temple Temple in in Begur Begur near near the the city city ... ... written written inin halehale
KannadaKannada (old Kannada) of the 9th Century, the epigraph refers to(old Kannada) of the 9th Century, the epigraph refers to

aa Bengaluru warBengaluru war in 890 AD in which Buttanachetty, a servant of in 890 AD in which Buttanachetty, a servant of 

 Nagatta, died. Nagatta, died.

Though this has been recorded by historian R. Narasimhachar in his "Epigraphia of Carnatica" (Vol. 10Though this has been recorded by historian R. Narasimhachar in his "Epigraphia of Carnatica" (Vol. 10
supplementary), no efforts have been made to preserve it.supplementary), no efforts have been made to preserve it. The inscription stone found near Begur reveals, that theThe inscription stone found near Begur reveals, that the

district was part of the Ganga kingdom ruled from Gangavadi until 1024 C.E and was known as 'Benga-val-oru', thedistrict was part of the Ganga kingdom ruled from Gangavadi until 1024 C.E and was known as 'Benga-val-oru', the

City of GuardsCity of Guards in old Kannada.in old Kannada. In 1024 C.E, the Chola Empire captured the city. Today, little evidence can be In 1024 C.E, the Chola Empire captured the city. Today, little evidence can be seenseen
of this period. A small village in south Bengaluru and one in Anantapur district bear the Chola name but theof this period. A small village in south Bengaluru and one in Anantapur district bear the Chola name but the
residents are of native stock. The later Gangas often fought alongside the Chalukyas, Rastrakutas and the Hoysalas.residents are of native stock. The later Gangas often fought alongside the Chalukyas, Rastrakutas and the Hoysalas.
In 1117 C.E, the Hoysala king Veera Ballala II defeated the Cholas in the battle of Talakad which lead to theIn 1117 C.E, the Hoysala king Veera Ballala II defeated the Cholas in the battle of Talakad which lead to the
downfall of the Chola empire. There are also theories that the name has a floral origin and is derived from the treedownfall of the Chola empire. There are also theories that the name has a floral origin and is derived from the tree
Benga or "Ven-kai", also known as the Indian Kino Tree (Pterocarpus marsupium).Benga or "Ven-kai", also known as the Indian Kino Tree (Pterocarpus marsupium).[3][3] The city as it is known todayThe city as it is known today
was named by Kempe Gowda I.was named by Kempe Gowda I.

There is an inscription dated 1628 C.E in the There is an inscription dated 1628 C.E in the Ranganatha Temple in Telugu. The English translatiRanganatha Temple in Telugu. The English translation of which is "Beon of which is "Be
it well, When it well, When Rajadhi-RajaRajadhi-Raja-Parameshwara Vira Pratapa Vira-Maha-Deva Maharaya seated in -Parameshwara Vira Pratapa Vira-Maha-Deva Maharaya seated in the Jewel throne the Jewel throne waswas
ruling the empire of the world: When of the Asannavakula, the Yelahanka Nadu Prabhu Kempanacharya-Gauni'sruling the empire of the world: When of the Asannavakula, the Yelahanka Nadu Prabhu Kempanacharya-Gauni's
grandson Kempe Gowda's son, Immadi Kempegaunayya was ruling a peaceful kingdom in righteousness with thegrandson Kempe Gowda's son, Immadi Kempegaunayya was ruling a peaceful kingdom in righteousness with the
decline of the Vijayanagar empire, the eclipse of the rule of Yelahanka Nadu Prabhus took place at the dawn of thedecline of the Vijayanagar empire, the eclipse of the rule of Yelahanka Nadu Prabhus took place at the dawn of the
17th century."17th century."

Vijayanagara and Kempe GowdaVijayanagara and Kempe Gowda

Kempe Gowda I (1510Kempe Gowda I (1510 – –1570), Modern Bengaluru was founded by a feudatory of the Vijayanagara Empire, who1570), Modern Bengaluru was founded by a feudatory of the Vijayanagara Empire, who
built a mud fort in 1537. Kempe Gowda also referred to the new town as his "gandu bhoomi" or "Land of Heroes".built a mud fort in 1537. Kempe Gowda also referred to the new town as his "gandu bhoomi" or "Land of Heroes".[4][4]

Within Bangalore, the town was divided intoWithin Bangalore, the town was divided into  pete petes s ((IPA:IPA: [pete]) or market. The town had two main streets:[pete]) or market. The town had two main streets:
Chickkapete Street ran east-west and Doddapete Street ran Chickkapete Street ran east-west and Doddapete Street ran north-south. Their intersecnorth-south. Their intersection formed Doddapete squaretion formed Doddapete square
 — — the heart of then Bangalore. Kempe Gowda's successor, Kempe Gowda II, built temples, tanks includingthe heart of then Bangalore. Kempe Gowda's successor, Kempe Gowda II, built temples, tanks including
Kempapura and Karanjikere tanks and four watching towers that marked Kempapura and Karanjikere tanks and four watching towers that marked Bengaluru's boundary.Bengaluru's boundary.[5][5]

The four watching towers built then in The four watching towers built then in Bengaluru are still seen today.Bengaluru are still seen today.

•• iin  Ln Laal  l  BBaagghh
•• nenear ar KeKempmpamambubudhdhi ti tanankk
•• nenear ar UlUlsosoor or LaLakeke
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•• nenear Mar Mekekhrhri Ci Cirirclclee

Sultanate of BijapurSultanate of Bijapur

It was captured by the Maratha chief Shahaji Bhonsle, father of Shivaji, then working for the Adil Shahi sultans of It was captured by the Maratha chief Shahaji Bhonsle, father of Shivaji, then working for the Adil Shahi sultans of 
Bijapur in 1638. During the siege of Bengaluru, Shivaji's elder brotherBijapur in 1638. During the siege of Bengaluru, Shivaji's elder brother ShambajiShambaji was killed by Shahaji's rivals, ledwas killed by Shahaji's rivals, led
by the Ghorpade of by the Ghorpade of Mudhol, for which Shivaji was to Mudhol, for which Shivaji was to later exact revenge.later exact revenge.

Mughal InfluenceMughal Influence

After conquering the Sultanate of Bijapur, the Mughals under the commandership of Khasim Khan, then arrived inAfter conquering the Sultanate of Bijapur, the Mughals under the commandership of Khasim Khan, then arrived in
Bengaluru, which was then ruled by Shivaji's brother Vyankoji Bhonsale as a jagir (fief) of Bijapur in 1686;Bengaluru, which was then ruled by Shivaji's brother Vyankoji Bhonsale as a jagir (fief) of Bijapur in 1686;
Vyankoji retreated further south.Vyankoji retreated further south.

The Mughals in turn leased Bengaluru to the subsidiary Kingdom of Mysore's ruler Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar inThe Mughals in turn leased Bengaluru to the subsidiary Kingdom of Mysore's ruler Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar in
1689. In 1759, the Wodeyar's Commander-in-Chief Haider Ali made himself the1689. In 1759, the Wodeyar's Commander-in-Chief Haider Ali made himself the de factode facto ruler of the Mysoreruler of the Mysore
Kingdom, including Bengaluru, but maintained the Wodeyars as a figurehead.Kingdom, including Bengaluru, but maintained the Wodeyars as a figurehead.

Hyder Ali and Tipu SultanHyder Ali and Tipu Sultan

When Hyder Ali died, his son Tipu Sultan deposed the weak Wodeyar, proclaimed himself Sultan. Under TipuWhen Hyder Ali died, his son Tipu Sultan deposed the weak Wodeyar, proclaimed himself Sultan. Under Tipu
Sultan and Hyder Ali the state progressed economically and trade flourished with many foreign nations through theSultan and Hyder Ali the state progressed economically and trade flourished with many foreign nations through the
ports of Mangalore. Several attempts by the British to capture Bengaluru were ports of Mangalore. Several attempts by the British to capture Bengaluru were repulsed by the Mysorean Army, repulsed by the Mysorean Army, mostmost
notably in 1768 when Hyder Ali forced Colonel Nicholson of the British Army to lift his siege of Bengaluru. Thenotably in 1768 when Hyder Ali forced Colonel Nicholson of the British Army to lift his siege of Bengaluru. The
French under Napoleon had French under Napoleon had promised to drive the promised to drive the British from India. Tipu successfully stalled the British in the British from India. Tipu successfully stalled the British in the first,first,
second and third Anglo-Mysore Wars.second and third Anglo-Mysore Wars.

Bangalore fort was captured by the British armies under Lord Cornwallis on 21st March 1791 during the ThirdBangalore fort was captured by the British armies under Lord Cornwallis on 21st March 1791 during the Third
Anglo-Mysore War and formed a centre for British resistance against Tippu Sultan,Anglo-Mysore War and formed a centre for British resistance against Tippu Sultan,[6][6] being incorporated into thebeing incorporated into the
British Indian Empire after Tippu Sultan was defeated and killed in the Fourth Anglo-Mysore War (1799). ABritish Indian Empire after Tippu Sultan was defeated and killed in the Fourth Anglo-Mysore War (1799). A
prominent role was played by the Madras Sappers in the capture of the Fort and subsequent development of theprominent role was played by the Madras Sappers in the capture of the Fort and subsequent development of the
cantonment and the city. Bangalore is the permanent home of this Indian Army regiment since the mid-nineteenthcantonment and the city. Bangalore is the permanent home of this Indian Army regiment since the mid-nineteenth
century.century.

Wodeyars and British East IndiaWodeyars and British East India

Lady Curzon hospital in the BengaluruLady Curzon hospital in the Bengaluru
Cantonment was established in 1864 and laterCantonment was established in 1864 and later

named after the first wife of the Viceroy of India,named after the first wife of the Viceroy of India,
Lord Curzon.Lord Curzon.

Upon the passing of Tipu Sultan, the Wodeyars returned to the throneUpon the passing of Tipu Sultan, the Wodeyars returned to the throne
of Mysore, and therefore Bengaluru, although only as figureheads.of Mysore, and therefore Bengaluru, although only as figureheads.
Bengaluru remained part of British East India until IndianBengaluru remained part of British East India until Indian
independence in August, 1947.independence in August, 1947.

The 'Residency' of Mysore State was first established at Mysore inThe 'Residency' of Mysore State was first established at Mysore in
1799 and later shifted to Bengaluru in the year 1804. It was abolished1799 and later shifted to Bengaluru in the year 1804. It was abolished
in the year 1843 only in the year 1843 only to be revived in 1881 to be revived in 1881 at Bengaluru and finally toat Bengaluru and finally to
be closed down in 1947 with the departure of the British. (http:/ be closed down in 1947 with the departure of the British. (http:/  /  / 
rajbhavan.rajbhavan.kar.kar.nic.nic.in/ in/ history/ history/ fromresi-rajbhavan.fromresi-rajbhavan.htm)htm)

The British troops which were first stationed at Srirangapatna after theThe British troops which were first stationed at Srirangapatna after the
fall of Tipu Sultan in 1799 were later shifted to the Civil and Militaryfall of Tipu Sultan in 1799 were later shifted to the Civil and Military
Station of Bengaluru in 1809.Station of Bengaluru in 1809.

The salubrious climate of Bengaluru attracted the ruling class and led to the establishment of the famous MilitaryThe salubrious climate of Bengaluru attracted the ruling class and led to the establishment of the famous Military
Cantonment, a city-state close to the old Cantonment, a city-state close to the old town of Bengaluru. The area town of Bengaluru. The area became not only a became not only a military base for the Britishmilitary base for the British
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but also a but also a settlement for a large number of Europeans, Anglo-Indians and missionaries.settlement for a large number of Europeans, Anglo-Indians and missionaries.

Bangalore Palace, built in 1887, was home to theBangalore Palace, built in 1887, was home to the
rulers of Mysorerulers of Mysore

In Cantonment, the names of many of its streets are derived fromIn Cantonment, the names of many of its streets are derived from
military nomenclaturemilitary nomenclature — — ArtilleArtillery Road, ry Road, Brigade Road, Infantry RoadBrigade Road, Infantry Road
and Cavalry Road. The South Parade (now known as Mahatma Gandhiand Cavalry Road. The South Parade (now known as Mahatma Gandhi
Road, was to the south of the Parade Ground. The Plaza theatre wasRoad, was to the south of the Parade Ground. The Plaza theatre was
constructed in the year 1936 on the South Parade and was used by theconstructed in the year 1936 on the South Parade and was used by the
soldiers for viewing Hollywood movies. The British representativesoldiers for viewing Hollywood movies. The British representative
maintained a residence within the cantonment area and his quartersmaintained a residence within the cantonment area and his quarters
was called the Residency and hence the was called the Residency and hence the name Residency Road. Aroundname Residency Road. Around
1883, three developments were added to the cantonment1883, three developments were added to the cantonment — — RichmondRichmond
Town, Benson Town and Town, Benson Town and Cleveland Town.Cleveland Town.

The Cantonment has retained it distinct atmosphere through the yearsThe Cantonment has retained it distinct atmosphere through the years
with large populations of Anglo-Indians and Tamils from the British era.with large populations of Anglo-Indians and Tamils from the British era.

Water shortagesWater shortages

The lack of water supplies within the city of Bengaluru was first tacked in 1873 by buildingThe lack of water supplies within the city of Bengaluru was first tacked in 1873 by building a chain of tanks ca chain of tanks calledalled
Miller's Tanks in the Cantonment area. Prior to this water was pumped from the Halsoor, Shoolay and PudupacherryMiller's Tanks in the Cantonment area. Prior to this water was pumped from the Halsoor, Shoolay and Pudupacherry
tanks which were insufficient for the Civil and Military Station. The city area drew water from atanks which were insufficient for the Civil and Military Station. The city area drew water from a  Karanjee Karanjee systemsystem
from Dharmambudhi and Sampangi tanks. The Great Famine of 1875-77 and the failure of the monsoons led tofrom Dharmambudhi and Sampangi tanks. The Great Famine of 1875-77 and the failure of the monsoons led to
drying of all these water bodies. During this time water carriersdrying of all these water bodies. During this time water carriers  Bihistis Bihistis supplied water. In 1882 the Sankeysupplied water. In 1882 the Sankey
Reservoir was constructed at the cost of 5.75 Lakhs by Richard Hieram Sankey and Reservoir was constructed at the cost of 5.75 Lakhs by Richard Hieram Sankey and collected rain water from an areacollected rain water from an area
of 2.5 square miles (6.5 kmof 2.5 square miles (6.5 km22). The water was said to be ). The water was said to be unsavoury and impure. On June 23, 1896 unsavoury and impure. On June 23, 1896 water was pumpedwater was pumped
from the Chamarajendra Reservoir (Hessarghattfrom the Chamarajendra Reservoir (Hessarghatta) which dammed the a) which dammed the waters of the Arkavathi. This tank went dry waters of the Arkavathi. This tank went dry forfor
one year in 1925. It was one year in 1925. It was built at the cost of Rs 20,78,641. On 15 built at the cost of Rs 20,78,641. On 15 March 1933, the Thippagondanahalli ReservoiMarch 1933, the Thippagondanahalli Reservoir wasr was
put into service. On 21 May 1961, the Integrated Water Supply Scheme was inaugurated. This system collectedput into service. On 21 May 1961, the Integrated Water Supply Scheme was inaugurated. This system collected
water from the Cauvery river near Halgur and pumped up at Thorekadanahalli, Voddaradoddi, Gantakanadoddi andwater from the Cauvery river near Halgur and pumped up at Thorekadanahalli, Voddaradoddi, Gantakanadoddi and
Tatguni and stored in reservoirs at Mount Tatguni and stored in reservoirs at Mount Joy, Byrasandra and High Grounds.Joy, Byrasandra and High Grounds.[7][7]

Plague-Crisis of 1898Plague-Crisis of 1898

Bengaluru was hit by a plague epidemic in 1898. The epidemic took a huge Bengaluru was hit by a plague epidemic in 1898. The epidemic took a huge toll and many temples were built duringtoll and many temples were built during
this time, dedicated to the goddess Mariamma. The crisis caused by this epidemic catalyzed the improvement andthis time, dedicated to the goddess Mariamma. The crisis caused by this epidemic catalyzed the improvement and
sanitation of Bengaluru and, in sanitation of Bengaluru and, in turn, improvements in sanitation and health turn, improvements in sanitation and health facilitifacilities helped to es helped to modernize Bengaluru.modernize Bengaluru.

Karnataka High Court.Karnataka High Court.

Telephone lines were laid to help coordinateTelephone lines were laid to help coordinate
anti-plague operations. Regulations for building newanti-plague operations. Regulations for building new
houses with proper houses with proper sanitation facilisanitation facilities came into ties came into effect.effect.
A health officer was appointed in 1898, the city wasA health officer was appointed in 1898, the city was
divided into four wards for better coordination and thedivided into four wards for better coordination and the
Victoria Hospital was inaugurated in 1900 by LordVictoria Hospital was inaugurated in 1900 by Lord
Curzon, the then Viceroy and Governor-General of Curzon, the then Viceroy and Governor-General of 
British India.British India.
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1900s1900s

In 1906, Bengaluru became the first city in Asia to have electricity, supplied by the hydroelectric plant situated inIn 1906, Bengaluru became the first city in Asia to have electricity, supplied by the hydroelectric plant situated in
Shivanasamudra.Shivanasamudra.

Basavanagudi (named either after the Basavanna Temple or the Bull Temple in the village of Sunkenahalli) andBasavanagudi (named either after the Basavanna Temple or the Bull Temple in the village of Sunkenahalli) and
Malleshwaram (named after the Kadu Malleshwara Temple in the old Mallapura village) were created during thisMalleshwaram (named after the Kadu Malleshwara Temple in the old Mallapura village) were created during this
time. Kalasipalyam (near the old fort) and Gandhinagar were created between 1921-1931. Kumara Park came intotime. Kalasipalyam (near the old fort) and Gandhinagar were created between 1921-1931. Kumara Park came into
existence in 1947 and Jayanagar in 1948.existence in 1947 and Jayanagar in 1948.

The Vidhana Soudha, the seat of Karnataka's legislative assembly, isThe Vidhana Soudha, the seat of Karnataka's legislative assembly, is
located in Bengaluru.located in Bengaluru.

Map of Bengaluru with theMap of Bengaluru with the  pete pete and Cantonment areas clearly visible.and Cantonment areas clearly visible.

In the 1960s and 1970s an eliteIn the 1960s and 1970s an elite
neighborhood was developed in the formerneighborhood was developed in the former
gardens of the Bengaluru Palace, which wasgardens of the Bengaluru Palace, which was
known as "Palace Orchards" now calledknown as "Palace Orchards" now called
Sadhashivnagar. The area is now home toSadhashivnagar. The area is now home to
many of the wealthy members of Bengalurumany of the wealthy members of Bengaluru
society, celebrities and politicians.society, celebrities and politicians.

Post Independence Industrialization createdPost Independence Industrialization created
further growth of extended from the Peenyafurther growth of extended from the Peenya
Industrial Area in the west to IndiranagarIndustrial Area in the west to Indiranagar
and Whitefield in the east; from Yelahankaand Whitefield in the east; from Yelahanka
Town in the north, to J.P. Nagar in theTown in the north, to J.P. Nagar in the
south. Presently the city has overtaken thesesouth. Presently the city has overtaken these
places to spread out, as the city chokes withplaces to spread out, as the city chokes with
over 7 million population and ever chokingover 7 million population and ever choking
road traffic.road traffic.

Garden CityGarden City

Prior to developments in the last fewPrior to developments in the last few
decades, Bengaluru was a well laid out citydecades, Bengaluru was a well laid out city
with many spacious gardens, whichwith many spacious gardens, which
provided it the moniker, the Garden City. Itprovided it the moniker, the Garden City. It
therefore served traditionalltherefore served traditionally as y as a retreat fora retreat for
people from the surrounding South Indianpeople from the surrounding South Indian
regions. Even today, the city administrationregions. Even today, the city administration
manages to maintain several excellent parks.manages to maintain several excellent parks.
Cubbon Park and Lal Bagh are Cubbon Park and Lal Bagh are just two suchjust two such
examples.examples.
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Map of KarnatakaMap of Karnataka

Coordinates (Bangalore): 12°58Coordinates (Bangalore): 12°58 ′′1313″″N 77°33N 77°33′′3737″″EE

CountryCountry IndiaIndia

EstablishedEstablished 1956-11-011956-11-01

CapitalCapital BangaloreBangalore

Largest cityLargest city BangaloreBangalore

DistrictsDistricts 3030

GovernmentGovernment

•• GovernorGovernor Hansraj BhardwajHansraj Bhardwaj

•• Chief MinisterChief Minister D. V. Sadananda Gowda (BJP)D. V. Sadananda Gowda (BJP)

•• LegislatureLegislature Bicameral (224 + 75 seats)Bicameral (224 + 75 seats)

AreaArea
[1][1]

•• TotalTotal 191791 km191791 km22 (74050.9 sq mi)(74050.9 sq mi)

Area rankArea rank 8th8th

PopulationPopulation (2011)(2011)
[2][2]

•• TotalTotal 6113070461130704

•• RankRank 9th9th

•• DensityDensity 318.7/km318.7/km22 (825.5/sq mi)(825.5/sq mi)

Time zoneTime zone IST (UTC+05:30)IST (UTC+05:30)

ISO 3166 codeISO 3166 code IN-KAIN-KA

Official languageOfficial language KannadaKannada
[3][3] [4][4]

LiteracyLiteracy 69.3% (18th)69.3% (18th)

HDIHDI 0.600 (0.600 (mediummedium))

HDI rankHDI rank 25th (2005)25th (2005)

WebsiteWebsite karunadu.gov.inkarunadu.gov.in
[5][5]
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KarnatakaKarnataka (Kannada:(Kannada: ಕರ್ನಾಟಕಕರ್ನಾಟಕ [k[kəɾˈəɾˈnnɑːʈəɑːʈəkkɑːɑː]] (( listen)listen)) is a state in South West India. It was created on 1) is a state in South West India. It was created on 1

November 1956, with the passing of the States Reorganisation Act and this day is annually celebrated as KarnatakaNovember 1956, with the passing of the States Reorganisation Act and this day is annually celebrated as Karnataka
Rajyotsava (FormatiRajyotsava (Formation Day). It is the on Day). It is the land of Kannadigas, Tuluvas, Konkanis and Kodavas. Originally known as theland of Kannadigas, Tuluvas, Konkanis and Kodavas. Originally known as the
State of MysoreState of Mysore, it was renamed, it was renamed Karnataka Karnataka in 1973.in 1973.[6][6]

Karnataka is bordered by the Arabian Sea to the west, Goa to the northwest, Maharashtra to the north, AndhraKarnataka is bordered by the Arabian Sea to the west, Goa to the northwest, Maharashtra to the north, Andhra
Pradesh to the east, Tamil Nadu to the southeast, and Kerala to the southwest. The state covers an area of 191976Pradesh to the east, Tamil Nadu to the southeast, and Kerala to the southwest. The state covers an area of 191976
square kilometres (74122 sq mi), or 5.83% of square kilometres (74122 sq mi), or 5.83% of the total geographical area of India. It is the the total geographical area of India. It is the eighth largest Indian stateeighth largest Indian state
by area, the ninth largest by population and comprises 30 districts. Kannada is the most widely spoken and officialby area, the ninth largest by population and comprises 30 districts. Kannada is the most widely spoken and official
language of the state.language of the state.

The two main The two main river systems of the state are Krishna and river systems of the state are Krishna and its tributarieits tributaries (Bhima, Ghataprabha, Vedavati, Malaprabha,s (Bhima, Ghataprabha, Vedavati, Malaprabha,
and Tungabhadra) in the north, and the Cauvery and its tributaries (Hemavati, Shimsha, Arkavathi, Lakshmanaand Tungabhadra) in the north, and the Cauvery and its tributaries (Hemavati, Shimsha, Arkavathi, Lakshmana
Thirtha and Kabini) in the south. Both Thirtha and Kabini) in the south. Both these rivers flow eastward and fall into the Bay these rivers flow eastward and fall into the Bay of Bengal.of Bengal.

Though several etymologies have been suggested for the name Karnataka, the generally accepted one is thatThough several etymologies have been suggested for the name Karnataka, the generally accepted one is that
 Karnataka Karnataka is derived from the Kannada wordsis derived from the Kannada words karukaru andand nādunādu, meaning, meaning elevated land elevated land .. Karu nadu Karu nadu may also be readmay also be read
asas  Karu Karu (black) and(black) and nadunadu (region), as a reference to the black cotton soil found in the Bayaluseeme region of (region), as a reference to the black cotton soil found in the Bayaluseeme region of 
Karnataka. The British used the wordKarnataka. The British used the word CarnaticCarnatic (sometimes(sometimes  Karnatak  Karnatak ) to describe both sides of peninsular India,) to describe both sides of peninsular India,
south of the Krishna River.south of the Krishna River.[7][7]

With an antiquity that dates to the paleolithic, Karnataka has also been home to some of the most powerful empiresWith an antiquity that dates to the paleolithic, Karnataka has also been home to some of the most powerful empires
of ancient and medieval India. The philosophers and musical bards patronised by these empires launchedof ancient and medieval India. The philosophers and musical bards patronised by these empires launched
socio-religious and literary movements which have endured to the present day. Karnataka has contributedsocio-religious and literary movements which have endured to the present day. Karnataka has contributed
significantly to both forms of Indian classical music, the Carnatic (Karnataka Music) and Hindustani traditions.significantly to both forms of Indian classical music, the Carnatic (Karnataka Music) and Hindustani traditions.
Writers in the Kannada language have received the most number of Jnanpith awards in India.Writers in the Kannada language have received the most number of Jnanpith awards in India.[8][8] Bangalore is theBangalore is the
capital city of the state and is at the forefront of the rapid economic and technological development that India iscapital city of the state and is at the forefront of the rapid economic and technological development that India is
experiencing.experiencing.

HistoryHistory

Mallikarjuna temple and KashiMallikarjuna temple and Kashi
Vishwanatha temple at Pattadakal,Vishwanatha temple at Pattadakal,

North Karnataka built successively byNorth Karnataka built successively by
the Chalukya Empire and Rashtrakutathe Chalukya Empire and Rashtrakuta
Empire are UNESCO World HeritageEmpire are UNESCO World Heritage

Site.Site.

Karnatakan pre-history goes back to a paleolithic hand-axe culture evidencedKarnatakan pre-history goes back to a paleolithic hand-axe culture evidenced
by discoveries of, among other things, hand axes and cleavers in the region.by discoveries of, among other things, hand axes and cleavers in the region.[9][9]

Evidence of neolithic and megalithic cultures have also been found Evidence of neolithic and megalithic cultures have also been found in the state.in the state.
Gold discovered in Harappa was found to be imported from mines inGold discovered in Harappa was found to be imported from mines in
Karnataka, prompting scholars to hypothesize about contacts between ancientKarnataka, prompting scholars to hypothesize about contacts between ancient
Karnataka and the Indus Valley Civilization ca. 3000 BCE.Karnataka and the Indus Valley Civilization ca. 3000 BCE.[10][10] [11][11] Prior to thePrior to the
third century BCE, most of Karnataka formed part of the third century BCE, most of Karnataka formed part of the Nanda Empire beforeNanda Empire before
coming under the Mauryan empire of Emperor Ashoka. Four centuries of coming under the Mauryan empire of Emperor Ashoka. Four centuries of 
Satavahana rule followed, allowing them to control large areas of Karnataka.Satavahana rule followed, allowing them to control large areas of Karnataka.
The decline of Satavahana power led The decline of Satavahana power led to the rise of to the rise of the earliest native kingdoms,the earliest native kingdoms,
the Kadambas and the Western Gangas, marking the region's emergence as anthe Kadambas and the Western Gangas, marking the region's emergence as an
independent political entity. The Kadamba Dynasty, founded byindependent political entity. The Kadamba Dynasty, founded by
Mayurasharma, had its capital at Banavasi;Mayurasharma, had its capital at Banavasi;[12][12] [13][13] the Western Ganga Dynastythe Western Ganga Dynasty

was formed with Talakad as was formed with Talakad as its capital.its capital.[14][14] [15][15]
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Hoysala Empire sculptural articulationHoysala Empire sculptural articulation
in Belur.in Belur.

These were also the first kingdoms to use Kannada in administration, asThese were also the first kingdoms to use Kannada in administration, as
evidenced by the Halmidi inscription and a fifth-century copper coinevidenced by the Halmidi inscription and a fifth-century copper coin
discovered at Banavasi.discovered at Banavasi.[16][16] [17][17] These dynasties were followed by imperialThese dynasties were followed by imperial
Kannada empires such as the Badami Chalukyas,Kannada empires such as the Badami Chalukyas,[18][18] [19][19] the Rashtrakutathe Rashtrakuta
Empire of ManyakhetaEmpire of Manyakheta[20][20] [21][21] and the Western Chalukya Empire,and the Western Chalukya Empire,[22][22] [23][23] whichwhich
ruled over large parts of the Deccan and had their capitals in what is nowruled over large parts of the Deccan and had their capitals in what is now
Karnataka. The Western Chalukyas patronised a unique style of architectureKarnataka. The Western Chalukyas patronised a unique style of architecture
and Kannada literature which became a precursor to the Hoysala art of 12thand Kannada literature which became a precursor to the Hoysala art of 12th
century.century.[24][24] [25][25]

Parts of modern-day Karnataka were occupied by the Chola Empire betweenParts of modern-day Karnataka were occupied by the Chola Empire between
990-1210 AD.990-1210 AD.[26][26] This process started under Rajaraja Chola I (985-1014) andThis process started under Rajaraja Chola I (985-1014) and
continued under his son Rajendra Chola I (1014continued under his son Rajendra Chola I (1014 – –1044).1044).[26][26] InitiallInitially y Gangapadi,Gangapadi,
Nolambapadi and Tadigaipadi, all parts of modern Mysore, were conqueredNolambapadi and Tadigaipadi, all parts of modern Mysore, were conquered
and annexed under Raja Raja Chola I. Rajendra Chola I "marched up to Donur,and annexed under Raja Raja Chola I. Rajendra Chola I "marched up to Donur,
he also captured Banvasi, a good part of the Raichur doab and sacked Manyakheta" itself, which was the Westernhe also captured Banvasi, a good part of the Raichur doab and sacked Manyakheta" itself, which was the Western
Chalukyan capital.Chalukyan capital.[26][26] During the time of the Chalukya ruler Jayasimha after his defeat by Rajendra Chola I, theDuring the time of the Chalukya ruler Jayasimha after his defeat by Rajendra Chola I, the
Tungabhadra river was recognized tacitly as the boundary between the two kingdoms.Tungabhadra river was recognized tacitly as the boundary between the two kingdoms.[26][26] During the rule of During the rule of 
Rajadhiraja Chola I (1042Rajadhiraja Chola I (1042 – –1056), Dannada, Kulpak, Koppam, the fortress of Kampili, Pundur, Yetagiri and the1056), Dannada, Kulpak, Koppam, the fortress of Kampili, Pundur, Yetagiri and the
Chalukyan capital Kalyani were sacked.Chalukyan capital Kalyani were sacked.[26][26] In 1053, Rajendra Chola II after defeating the Chalukyans in warIn 1053, Rajendra Chola II after defeating the Chalukyans in war
advanced to Kollapura where he erected a pillar of victory before returning to his capital atadvanced to Kollapura where he erected a pillar of victory before returning to his capital at
Gangaikondacholapuram.Gangaikondacholapuram.[27][27] In 1066, the Western Chalukya ruler Somesvara's forces were defeated by the nextIn 1066, the Western Chalukya ruler Somesvara's forces were defeated by the next
Chola ruler Virarajendra, who then again defeated the Western Chalukyas at Kudalasangama, and set up a pillar of Chola ruler Virarajendra, who then again defeated the Western Chalukyas at Kudalasangama, and set up a pillar of 
victory on the banks of the victory on the banks of the Tungabhadra.Tungabhadra.[28][28] In AD 1075 Kulottunga Chola I won In AD 1075 Kulottunga Chola I won a victory against Vikramaditya VIa victory against Vikramaditya VI
at Nangili in Kolar district and made himself the master of Gangavadi.at Nangili in Kolar district and made himself the master of Gangavadi. [29][29] The Cholas eventually lost Gangavadi inThe Cholas eventually lost Gangavadi in
1116 to the 1116 to the Hoysalas under Vishnuvardhana.Hoysalas under Vishnuvardhana.[26][26]

Statue of Ugranarasimha at Hampi (aStatue of Ugranarasimha at Hampi (a
World Heritage Site), located withinWorld Heritage Site), located within
the ruins of Vijayanagara, the formerthe ruins of Vijayanagara, the former
capital of the Vijayanagara Empire.capital of the Vijayanagara Empire.

At the turn of the first millennium, the Hoysalas gained power in the region.At the turn of the first millennium, the Hoysalas gained power in the region.
Literature flourished during this time, which led to the distinctive KannadaLiterature flourished during this time, which led to the distinctive Kannada
literary metres and the construction of temples and sculptures adhering to theliterary metres and the construction of temples and sculptures adhering to the
Vesara style of Vesara style of architecturarchitecture.e.[30][30] [31][31] [32][32] [33][33] The expansion of the The expansion of the Hoysala EmpireHoysala Empire
brought minor parts of modern Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu under its rule. Inbrought minor parts of modern Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu under its rule. In
the early 14th century, Harihara and Bukka Raya established the Vijayanagarathe early 14th century, Harihara and Bukka Raya established the Vijayanagara
empire with its capital,empire with its capital,  Hosapattana Hosapattana (later named Vijayanagara)(later named Vijayanagara), on the , on the banks of banks of 
the Tungabhadra River in the modern Bellary district. The empire rose as athe Tungabhadra River in the modern Bellary district. The empire rose as a
bulwark against Muslim advances into South India, which it completelybulwark against Muslim advances into South India, which it completely
controlled for over two controlled for over two centuries.centuries.[34][34] [35][35]

In 1565, Karnataka and the rest of South India experienced a major geopoliticalIn 1565, Karnataka and the rest of South India experienced a major geopolitical
shift when the shift when the Vijayanagara Empire fell to a Vijayanagara Empire fell to a confederaticonfederation of on of Islamic sultanatesIslamic sultanates
in the Battle of Talikota.in the Battle of Talikota.[36][36] The Bijapur Sultanate, which had risen after theThe Bijapur Sultanate, which had risen after the
demise of the Bahmani Sultanate of Bidar, soon took control of the Deccan; itdemise of the Bahmani Sultanate of Bidar, soon took control of the Deccan; it
was defeated by the Moghuls in the late 17th century.was defeated by the Moghuls in the late 17th century.[37][37] [38][38] The Bahamani andThe Bahamani and

Bijapur rulers encouraged Urdu and Persian literature and Indo-Saracenic architectBijapur rulers encouraged Urdu and Persian literature and Indo-Saracenic architecture, the Gol Gumbaz ure, the Gol Gumbaz being one of being one of 
the high points of this style.the high points of this style.[39][39] During the sixteenth century, Konkani Hindus migrated to Karnataka, mostly fromDuring the sixteenth century, Konkani Hindus migrated to Karnataka, mostly from
Salcette, Goa,Salcette, Goa,[40][40] while during the seventeenth and while during the seventeenth and eighteenth century, the Mangalorean Catholics migrated to Southeighteenth century, the Mangalorean Catholics migrated to South
Canara, in Karnataka, especially from Bardes, Goa, as a result of food shortages, epidemics and heavy taxationCanara, in Karnataka, especially from Bardes, Goa, as a result of food shortages, epidemics and heavy taxation
imposed by the Portuguese.imposed by the Portuguese.[41][41]
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An inveterate enemy of theAn inveterate enemy of the
British, Tipu Sultan of MysoreBritish, Tipu Sultan of Mysore
Kingdom was one of the mostKingdom was one of the most

powerful rulers in India before thepowerful rulers in India before the
advent of the British Raj.advent of the British Raj.

In the period that followed, parts of northern Karnataka were ruled by the Nizam of In the period that followed, parts of northern Karnataka were ruled by the Nizam of 
Hyderabad, the British, and other powers. In the south, the Mysore Kingdom,Hyderabad, the British, and other powers. In the south, the Mysore Kingdom,
former vassals of the Vijayanagara Empire, was briefly independent.former vassals of the Vijayanagara Empire, was briefly independent.[42][42] With theWith the
death of Krishnaraja Wodeyar II, Haidar Ali, the commander-in-chief of thedeath of Krishnaraja Wodeyar II, Haidar Ali, the commander-in-chief of the
Mysore army, gained control of the region. After his death, the kingdom wasMysore army, gained control of the region. After his death, the kingdom was
inherited by his son Tippu Sultan.inherited by his son Tippu Sultan.[43][43] To contain European expansion in SouthTo contain European expansion in South
India, Haidar Ali and later Tippu Sultan fought four significant Anglo-MysoreIndia, Haidar Ali and later Tippu Sultan fought four significant Anglo-Mysore
Wars, the last of which resulted in Tippu Sultan's death and the incorporation of Wars, the last of which resulted in Tippu Sultan's death and the incorporation of 
Mysore into the British Raj in 1799.Mysore into the British Raj in 1799. [44][44] The Kingdom of Mysore was restored toThe Kingdom of Mysore was restored to
the Wodeyars and Mysore the Wodeyars and Mysore remained a princely state under the British Raj.remained a princely state under the British Raj.

As the "doctrine of lapse" gave way to dissent and resistance from princely statesAs the "doctrine of lapse" gave way to dissent and resistance from princely states
across the country, Kittur Chennamma, Sangolli Rayanna and others spearheadedacross the country, Kittur Chennamma, Sangolli Rayanna and others spearheaded
rebellions in Karnataka in 1830, nearly three decades before the Indian Rebellionrebellions in Karnataka in 1830, nearly three decades before the Indian Rebellion
of 1857. Other uprisings followed, such as the ones at Supa, Bagalkot, Shorapur,of 1857. Other uprisings followed, such as the ones at Supa, Bagalkot, Shorapur,
Nargund and Dandeli. These rebellions - which coincided with the 1857 war of Nargund and Dandeli. These rebellions - which coincided with the 1857 war of 
independence - were led independence - were led by Mundargi Bhimarao, Bhaskar Rao Bhave, by Mundargi Bhimarao, Bhaskar Rao Bhave, the Halagali Bedas, Raja Venkatappa Nayakathe Halagali Bedas, Raja Venkatappa Nayaka
and others. By the late 19th century, the freedom movement had gained momentum; Karnad Sadashiva Rao, Aluruand others. By the late 19th century, the freedom movement had gained momentum; Karnad Sadashiva Rao, Aluru
Venkata Raya, S. Nijalingappa, Kengal Hanumanthaiah, NittooVenkata Raya, S. Nijalingappa, Kengal Hanumanthaiah, Nittoor Srinivasa Rau and others r Srinivasa Rau and others carried on the struggle intocarried on the struggle into
the early 20th century.the early 20th century.[45][45]

After India's independence, the MAfter India's independence, the Maharaja, Jayachamarajeaharaja, Jayachamarajendra Wodeyar, allowed his ndra Wodeyar, allowed his kingdom'skingdom's accession to Inaccession to India. India. In
1950, Mysore became an Indian state of the same name; the former Maharaja served as its1950, Mysore became an Indian state of the same name; the former Maharaja served as its  Rajpramukh Rajpramukh (head of (head of 
state) until 1975. Following the long-standing demand of state) until 1975. Following the long-standing demand of the Ekikarana Movement, Kodagu- and the Ekikarana Movement, Kodagu- and Kannada-speakingKannada-speaking
regions from the adjoining states of Madras, Hyderabad and Bombay regions from the adjoining states of Madras, Hyderabad and Bombay were incorporated into the Mysore state, underwere incorporated into the Mysore state, under
the States Reorganization Act of 1956. The thus expanded state was renamed Karnataka, seventeen years later, inthe States Reorganization Act of 1956. The thus expanded state was renamed Karnataka, seventeen years later, in
1973.1973.[46][46] In the early 1900s through the post-independence era, industrial visionaries such as Sir MokshagundamIn the early 1900s through the post-independence era, industrial visionaries such as Sir Mokshagundam
Visvesvarayya born in Muddenahalli, near Kanivenarayanapura, Chikballapur District played an important role inVisvesvarayya born in Muddenahalli, near Kanivenarayanapura, Chikballapur District played an important role in
the development of the development of Karnataka's strong manufacturing and industrial base.Karnataka's strong manufacturing and industrial base.

GeographyGeography

Jog Falls are the highest plungeJog Falls are the highest plunge
waterfalls in India, formed bywaterfalls in India, formed by

Sharavathi River.Sharavathi River.

The state has The state has three principal geographical zones:three principal geographical zones:

1.1. the the coastcoastal ral regioegion of n of KaraKaravalivali

2.2. the hilthe hilly Malenaly Malenadu region comdu region comprisprising the Westing the Western Ghatern Ghatss
3.3. the Bayalthe Bayaluseeme regiuseeme region comprision comprising the ng the plains of plains of the Deccan the Deccan plateauplateau

The bulk of the state is in the Bayaluseeme region, the northern part of whichThe bulk of the state is in the Bayaluseeme region, the northern part of which
is the second-largest arid region in India.is the second-largest arid region in India.[47][47] The highest point in Karnataka isThe highest point in Karnataka is
the Mullayanagiri hills in Chickmagalur district which has an altitude of 1929the Mullayanagiri hills in Chickmagalur district which has an altitude of 1929
metres (6329 metres (6329 ft). Some of ft). Some of the important rivers the important rivers in Karnataka are in Karnataka are Kaveri,Kaveri,
Tungabhadra, Krishna, Malaprabha and the Tungabhadra, Krishna, Malaprabha and the Sharavathi.Sharavathi.

Karnataka consists of four main types of geological formationsKarnataka consists of four main types of geological formations [48][48]  — — thethe  Archean  Archean complexcomplex made up of Dharwadmade up of Dharwad
schists and granitic gneisses, theschists and granitic gneisses, the  Proterozoic Proterozoic non-fossiliferous sedimentary formations of the Kaladgi and Bhimanon-fossiliferous sedimentary formations of the Kaladgi and Bhima
series, theseries, the  Deccan  Deccan trappean trappean and and intertrappean intertrappean depositsdeposits and the tertiary and recent laterites and alluvial deposits.and the tertiary and recent laterites and alluvial deposits.
Significantly, about 60% of the state is composed of theSignificantly, about 60% of the state is composed of the  Archean  Archean complexcomplex which consist of gneisses, granites andwhich consist of gneisses, granites and
charnockite rocks. Laterite cappings that are found in many districts over the Deccan Traps were formed after thecharnockite rocks. Laterite cappings that are found in many districts over the Deccan Traps were formed after the
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cessation of volcanic activity in the early tertiary period. Eleven groups of soil orders are found in Karnataka, viz.cessation of volcanic activity in the early tertiary period. Eleven groups of soil orders are found in Karnataka, viz.
Entisols, Inceptisols, Mollisols, Spodosols, Alfisols, Ultisols, Oxisols, Aridisols, Vertisols, Andisols andEntisols, Inceptisols, Mollisols, Spodosols, Alfisols, Ultisols, Oxisols, Aridisols, Vertisols, Andisols and
Histosols.Histosols.[48][48] Depending on the agricultural capability of the soil, the soil types are divided into six types, viz. Red,Depending on the agricultural capability of the soil, the soil types are divided into six types, viz. Red,
lateritic, black, alluvio-colluvial, forest and coastal soils.lateritic, black, alluvio-colluvial, forest and coastal soils.

Karnataka experieKarnataka experiences fournces four seasons. The winter in January and February is followed by summer between March andseasons. The winter in January and February is followed by summer between March and
May, the monsoonMay, the monsoon seasonseason between June and September and the post-monsoon season from October till December.between June and September and the post-monsoon season from October till December.
Meteorologically, Karnataka is divided into three zonesMeteorologically, Karnataka is divided into three zones  — — coastal, north interior and south interior. Of these, thecoastal, north interior and south interior. Of these, the
coastal zone receives the heaviest rainfall with an average rainfall of about 3638.5 mm (143 in) per annum, far incoastal zone receives the heaviest rainfall with an average rainfall of about 3638.5 mm (143 in) per annum, far in
excess of the state average of 1139 mm (45 in). Agumbe in the Shivamogga district receives the second highestexcess of the state average of 1139 mm (45 in). Agumbe in the Shivamogga district receives the second highest
annual rainfall in India.annual rainfall in India.[49][49] The highest recorded temperature was 45.6 °C (114 °F) at Raichur and the lowestThe highest recorded temperature was 45.6 °C (114 °F) at Raichur and the lowest
recorded temperature was 2.8 °C (37 °F) recorded temperature was 2.8 °C (37 °F) at Bidar.at Bidar.

About 38724 kmAbout 38724 km22 (14951 sq mi) of Karnataka (i.e. 20% of the state's geographic area) is covered by forests. The(14951 sq mi) of Karnataka (i.e. 20% of the state's geographic area) is covered by forests. The
forests are classified as reserved, protected, unclosed, village and private forests. The percentage of forested area isforests are classified as reserved, protected, unclosed, village and private forests. The percentage of forested area is
slightly less than the all-India average of about 23%, and significantly less than the 33% prescribed in the Nationalslightly less than the all-India average of about 23%, and significantly less than the 33% prescribed in the National
Forest Policy.Forest Policy.[50][50]

Sub-divisionsSub-divisions

Districts of KarnatakaDistricts of Karnataka

There are 30 districts in Karnataka:There are 30 districts in Karnataka:

•• BBaaggaallkkoottee
•• BaBangngalalorore e RuRurarall
•• BaBangngalalorore e UrUrbabann
•• BBeellggaauumm
•• BBeellllaarryy
•• BBiiddaarr
•• BBiijjaappuurr
•• ChChamamararajajananagagarar
•• ChChikikkakababallllapapurur[51][51]

•• ChChikikkakamamagagalulururu
•• ChChiittrradadururgaga
•• DaDakskshihina na KaKannnnadadaa
•• DDaavvaannaaggeerree
•• DDhhaarrwwaadd
•• GGaaddaagg
•• GGuullbbaarrggaa

•• HHaassssaann
•• HHaavveerrii
•• KKooddaagguu
•• KKoollaarr
•• KKooppppaall
•• MMaannddyyaa
•• MMyyssoorree
•• RRaaiicchhuurr
•• RRaammaannaaggaarraa[51][51]

•• SShhiimmooggaa
•• TTuummkkuurr



KarnatakaKarnataka 2929

•• UUdduuppii
•• UtUtttarara Kaa Kannnnaadada
•• YYaaddggiirr

Each district is governed by a district commissioner or district magistrate. The districts are further divided intoEach district is governed by a district commissioner or district magistrate. The districts are further divided into
sub-divisions, which are governed by sub-divisional magistrates; sub-divisions comprise blocks containingsub-divisions, which are governed by sub-divisional magistrates; sub-divisions comprise blocks containing
panchayats (village councils) and panchayats (village councils) and town municipalities.town municipalities.

As per the 2001 census, Karnataka's six largest cities sorted in order of decreasing population were, Bangalore,As per the 2001 census, Karnataka's six largest cities sorted in order of decreasing population were, Bangalore,
Hubli-Dharwad, Mysore, Gulbarga, Belgaum and Mangalore. Bangalore is the only city with a population of moreHubli-Dharwad, Mysore, Gulbarga, Belgaum and Mangalore. Bangalore is the only city with a population of more
than one million. Bangalore Urban, Belgaum and Gulbarga are the most populous districts, each of them having athan one million. Bangalore Urban, Belgaum and Gulbarga are the most populous districts, each of them having a
population of more than three million. Gadag, Chamarajanagar and Kodagu districts have a population of less thanpopulation of more than three million. Gadag, Chamarajanagar and Kodagu districts have a population of less than
one million.one million.[52][52]

DemographicsDemographics

PopulationPopulation
GrowthGrowth

CCeennssuuss PPoopp.. %%±±

19511951 1940200019402000  — —

19611961 2233558877000000 2211..66%%

19711971 2299229999000000 2244..22%%

19811981 3377113366000000 2266..77%%

19911991 4444997777000000 2211..11%%

20012001 5522885511000000 1177..55%%

Source:Census of IndiaSource:Census of India [53][53]

According to the 2001 According to the 2001 census of India, the total population of census of India, the total population of Karnataka is 52,850,562, of which 26,898,918 (50.9%)Karnataka is 52,850,562, of which 26,898,918 (50.9%)
are male and 25,951,644 (49.1%) are female, or 1000 are male and 25,951,644 (49.1%) are female, or 1000 males for every 964 females. This represents a 17.3% increasemales for every 964 females. This represents a 17.3% increase
over the population in 1991. The population density is 275.6 per km² and 34.0% of the people live in urban areas.over the population in 1991. The population density is 275.6 per km² and 34.0% of the people live in urban areas.
The literacy rate is 66.6% with 76.1% of males and 56.9% of females being literate.The literacy rate is 66.6% with 76.1% of males and 56.9% of females being literate. [2][2] 83% of the population are83% of the population are
Hindu, 11% are Muslim, 4% are Christian, 0.8% are Jains, 0.7% are Buddhist, and with the remainder belonging toHindu, 11% are Muslim, 4% are Christian, 0.8% are Jains, 0.7% are Buddhist, and with the remainder belonging to
other religions.other religions.[54][54]

Kannada is the official language of Karnataka and spoken Kannada is the official language of Karnataka and spoken as a native language by as a native language by about 64.8% of the people. Otherabout 64.8% of the people. Other
linguistic minorities in the state as of 1991 are Urdu (9.7%), Telugu (8.3%), Tamil (3.8%), Marathi (4.0%), Tululinguistic minorities in the state as of 1991 are Urdu (9.7%), Telugu (8.3%), Tamil (3.8%), Marathi (4.0%), Tulu
(3.4%), Hindi (1.9%), Konkani (1.8%), Malayalam (1.7%) and Kodava Takk (3.4%), Hindi (1.9%), Konkani (1.8%), Malayalam (1.7%) and Kodava Takk (0.3%).(0.3%).[55][55] The state has a birth rate of The state has a birth rate of 
2.2%, a death rate of 0.7%, an infant mortality rate of 5.5% and a maternal mortality rate of 0.2%. The total fertility2.2%, a death rate of 0.7%, an infant mortality rate of 5.5% and a maternal mortality rate of 0.2%. The total fertility
rate is 2.2.rate is 2.2.[56][56]

In the field of super-specialty health care, Karnataka's private sector competes with the best in the world.In the field of super-specialty health care, Karnataka's private sector competes with the best in the world.[57][57]

Karnataka has also established a modicum of public health services having a better record of health care and childKarnataka has also established a modicum of public health services having a better record of health care and child
care than most other states of India. In care than most other states of India. In spite of these advances, some parts of the spite of these advances, some parts of the state still leave much to be desiredstate still leave much to be desired
when it comes to when it comes to primary health care.primary health care.[58][58]
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Government and administrationGovernment and administration

Vidhana Soudha in Bangalore (seat of theVidhana Soudha in Bangalore (seat of the
Legislative Assembly)Legislative Assembly)

Karnataka, like other Indian states, has a parliamentary system of Karnataka, like other Indian states, has a parliamentary system of 
government with two democratically elected houses, the Legislativegovernment with two democratically elected houses, the Legislative
Assembly and the Legislative Council. The Legislative AssemblyAssembly and the Legislative Council. The Legislative Assembly
consists of 224 members who are elected for five-year terms.consists of 224 members who are elected for five-year terms.[59][59] TheThe
LegislatiLegislative Council is a ve Council is a permanent body of 75 permanent body of 75 members with one-thirdmembers with one-third
(25 members) retiring every two years.(25 members) retiring every two years.[59][59]

The government of Karnataka is headed by the Chief Minister who isThe government of Karnataka is headed by the Chief Minister who is
chosen by the ruling party members of the Legislative Assembly. Thechosen by the ruling party members of the Legislative Assembly. The
Chief Minister, along with the council of ministers, drives theChief Minister, along with the council of ministers, drives the
legislative agenda and exercises most of the executive powers.legislative agenda and exercises most of the executive powers.[60][60]

However, the constitutionaHowever, the constitutional and formal head l and formal head of the state is the Governor who of the state is the Governor who is appointed for a five-year term by theis appointed for a five-year term by the
President of India on the advice of the Union President of India on the advice of the Union government.government.[61][61] The people of Karnataka also elect 28 members to theThe people of Karnataka also elect 28 members to the
Lok Sabha, the lower house of the Indian Parliament.Lok Sabha, the lower house of the Indian Parliament.[62][62] The members of the state Legislative Assembly elect 12The members of the state Legislative Assembly elect 12
members to the Rajya Sabha, the members to the Rajya Sabha, the upper house of the upper house of the Indian ParliamentIndian Parliament..

For administrative purposes, Karnataka has been divided into four revenue divisions, 49 sub-divisions, 29 districts,For administrative purposes, Karnataka has been divided into four revenue divisions, 49 sub-divisions, 29 districts,
175 taluks and 745 hoblies/revenue circles.175 taluks and 745 hoblies/revenue circles.[63][63] The administration in each district is headed by a DeputyThe administration in each district is headed by a Deputy
Commissioner who belongs to the Indian Administrative Service and is assisted by a number of officers belonging toCommissioner who belongs to the Indian Administrative Service and is assisted by a number of officers belonging to
Karnataka state services. The Deputy Commissioner of Police, an Karnataka state services. The Deputy Commissioner of Police, an officer belonging to the Indian Police Service andofficer belonging to the Indian Police Service and
assisted by the officers of the Karnataka Police Service, is entrusted with the responsibility of maintaining law andassisted by the officers of the Karnataka Police Service, is entrusted with the responsibility of maintaining law and
order and related issues in each district. The Deputy Conservator of Forests, an officer belonging to the Indian Forestorder and related issues in each district. The Deputy Conservator of Forests, an officer belonging to the Indian Forest
Service, also serves the government. Sectoral development in the districts is looked after by the Service, also serves the government. Sectoral development in the districts is looked after by the district head of eachdistrict head of each
development department such as development department such as Public Works Department, Health, Education, Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, etc.Public Works Department, Health, Education, Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, etc.
The judiciary in the state consists of the Karnataka High Court (The judiciary in the state consists of the Karnataka High Court ( Attara  Attara KacheriKacheri) in Bangalore, district and session) in Bangalore, district and session
courts in each district and lower courts and courts in each district and lower courts and judges at the taluk level.judges at the taluk level.

Politics in Karnataka has been dominated by three political parties, the Indian National Congress, the Janata DalPolitics in Karnataka has been dominated by three political parties, the Indian National Congress, the Janata Dal
(Secular) and the Bharatiya Janata Party.(Secular) and the Bharatiya Janata Party.[64][64] Politicians from Karnataka have played prominent roles in federalPoliticians from Karnataka have played prominent roles in federal
government of India with some of them having held the high positions of Prime Minister and Vice President. Threegovernment of India with some of them having held the high positions of Prime Minister and Vice President. Three
cabinet levels ministers in the current United Progressive Alliance government are from Karnataka. Notable amongcabinet levels ministers in the current United Progressive Alliance government are from Karnataka. Notable among
these is Former Chief Minister and Honorable Union Minister for Law, Justice and Company Affairs, Veerappathese is Former Chief Minister and Honorable Union Minister for Law, Justice and Company Affairs, Veerappa
Moily. Border disputes involving Karnataka's claim on the KasaragodMoily. Border disputes involving Karnataka's claim on the Kasaragod[65][65] and Sholapurand Sholapur[66][66] districts anddistricts and
Maharashtra's claim on Belgaum are ongoing since the states reorganisation.Maharashtra's claim on Belgaum are ongoing since the states reorganisation.[67][67] The official emblem of KarnatakaThe official emblem of Karnataka
has ahas a Ganda BerundaGanda Berunda in the centre. Surmounting this are four lions facing the four directions, taken from the Lionin the centre. Surmounting this are four lions facing the four directions, taken from the Lion
Capital of Asoka at Sarnath. The emblem also carries two Sharabhas with the Capital of Asoka at Sarnath. The emblem also carries two Sharabhas with the head of an head of an elephant and the body of elephant and the body of aa
lion.lion.
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EconomyEconomy

GSDP Growth of the Karnatakan Economy over theGSDP Growth of the Karnatakan Economy over the
previous yearsprevious years

Karnataka, which had an estimated GSDP (Gross StateKarnataka, which had an estimated GSDP (Gross State
Domestic Product) of about US$ 58.23 billion in 2008-09Domestic Product) of about US$ 58.23 billion in 2008-09
fiscal year. Karnataka recorded the highest growth rates infiscal year. Karnataka recorded the highest growth rates in
terms of GDP and per capita GDP in the last decade comparedterms of GDP and per capita GDP in the last decade compared
to other states.to other states.[68][68]

The state registered a GSDP growth rate of 7% for the yearThe state registered a GSDP growth rate of 7% for the year
2007-2008.2007-2008.[69][69] Karnataka's contribution to India's GDP in theKarnataka's contribution to India's GDP in the
year 2004-05 was 5.2%.year 2004-05 was 5.2%.[70][70] Karnataka was the Karnataka was the fastest growingfastest growing
state over the past decade in terms of GDP and state over the past decade in terms of GDP and per capita GDP.per capita GDP.
With GDP growth of 56.2% and per capita GDP growth of With GDP growth of 56.2% and per capita GDP growth of 
43.9%, Karnataka now has the sixth highest per-capita GDP of 43.9%, Karnataka now has the sixth highest per-capita GDP of 
all states.all states.[71][71] Till STill September 2006 eptember 2006 Karnataka rKarnataka received a eceived a Foreign DiForeign Direct Invesrect Investment of tment of 78.097 bill78.097 billion ($ 1.ion ($ 1.72557255
billion) for the fiscal year 2006-07, placing it third among the states of India.billion) for the fiscal year 2006-07, placing it third among the states of India. [72][72] At the end of 2004, theAt the end of 2004, the
unemployment rate in Karnataka was 4.94% compared to the national rate of 5.99%.unemployment rate in Karnataka was 4.94% compared to the national rate of 5.99%.[73][73] For the fiscal year 2006-07,For the fiscal year 2006-07,
the inflation rate in Karnataka was 4.4%, compared to the national average of 4.7%.the inflation rate in Karnataka was 4.4%, compared to the national average of 4.7%.[74][74] As of 2004-05, KarnatakaAs of 2004-05, Karnataka
had an estimated poverty ratio of had an estimated poverty ratio of 17%, less than the national ratio of 17%, less than the national ratio of 27.5%.27.5%.[75][75]

Nearly 56% of the workforce in Karnataka is engaged in agriculture and related activities.Nearly 56% of the workforce in Karnataka is engaged in agriculture and related activities.[76][76] A total of 12.31A total of 12.31
million hectares of land, or 64.6% of the state's total area, is cultivated.million hectares of land, or 64.6% of the state's total area, is cultivated. [77][77] Much of the agricultural output isMuch of the agricultural output is
dependent on the southwest monsoon as only 26.5% of the sown dependent on the southwest monsoon as only 26.5% of the sown area is irrigated.area is irrigated.[77][77]

Karnataka is the manufacturing hub for some of the largest public sector industries in India, including HindustanKarnataka is the manufacturing hub for some of the largest public sector industries in India, including Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited, National Aerospace Laboratories, Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited, Indian TelephoneAeronautics Limited, National Aerospace Laboratories, Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited, Indian Telephone
Industries, Bharat Earth Movers Limited and Hindustan Machine Tools, which are based in Bangalore. Many of Industries, Bharat Earth Movers Limited and Hindustan Machine Tools, which are based in Bangalore. Many of 
India's premier science and technology research centers, such as India's premier science and technology research centers, such as Indian Space Research Organization, Central PowerIndian Space Research Organization, Central Power
Research Institute, Bharat Electronics Limited and the Central Food Technological Research Institute, are alsoResearch Institute, Bharat Electronics Limited and the Central Food Technological Research Institute, are also
headquartered in Karnataka. Mangalore Refinery and headquartered in Karnataka. Mangalore Refinery and PetrochemicalPetrochemicals Limited is an s Limited is an oil refinery located in Mangalore.oil refinery located in Mangalore.

Contribution to economy by sectorContribution to economy by sector

Since the 1980s, Karnataka has emerged as the pan-IndianSince the 1980s, Karnataka has emerged as the pan-Indian
leader in the field of IT (information technology). As of 2007,leader in the field of IT (information technology). As of 2007,
there were nearly 2,000 firms operating out of Karnataka.there were nearly 2,000 firms operating out of Karnataka.
Many of them, Many of them, including two of India's biggest software firms,including two of India's biggest software firms,
Infosys and Wipro are also headquartered in the state.Infosys and Wipro are also headquartered in the state.[78][78]

Exports Exports from from these these firms firms exceeded exceeded 50,000 50,000 crores crores ($12.5($12.5
billion) in 2006-07, accounting for nearly 38% billion) in 2006-07, accounting for nearly 38% of all IT exportsof all IT exports
from India.from India.[78][78] The Nandi Hills area in the outskirts of The Nandi Hills area in the outskirts of 
Devanahalli is the site of the upcoming $22 Billion, 50 squareDevanahalli is the site of the upcoming $22 Billion, 50 square
kilometer BIAL IT Investment Region, one the largestkilometer BIAL IT Investment Region, one the largest
infrastructinfrastructure projects in ure projects in the history of the history of Karnataka.Karnataka.[79][79] All this has earned the state capital, Bangalore, the sobriquetAll this has earned the state capital, Bangalore, the sobriquet
Silicon Valley of IndiaSilicon Valley of India..[80][80]

Karnataka also leads the nation in biotechnology. It is home to India's largest biocluster, with 158 of the country'sKarnataka also leads the nation in biotechnology. It is home to India's largest biocluster, with 158 of the country's
320 biotechnology firms being based here.320 biotechnology firms being based here.[81][81] The state also accounts for 75% of India's floriculture, an upcomingThe state also accounts for 75% of India's floriculture, an upcoming
industry which supplies flowers and industry which supplies flowers and ornamental plants worldwide.ornamental plants worldwide.[82][82]

Seven of India's leading banks, Canara Bank, Syndicate Bank, Corporation Bank, Vijaya Bank, Karnataka Bank,Seven of India's leading banks, Canara Bank, Syndicate Bank, Corporation Bank, Vijaya Bank, Karnataka Bank,
Vysya Bank and the State Bank of Mysore originated in this state.Vysya Bank and the State Bank of Mysore originated in this state.[83][83] The coastal districts of Udupi and DakshinaThe coastal districts of Udupi and Dakshina
Kannada have a branch for every 500 personsKannada have a branch for every 500 persons — —the best distribution of banks in India.the best distribution of banks in India.[84][84] As of March 2002,As of March 2002,
Karnataka had 4767 branches of different banks with each branch serving 11,000 persons, which is lower than theKarnataka had 4767 branches of different banks with each branch serving 11,000 persons, which is lower than the
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national average of 16,000.national average of 16,000.[85][85]

A majority of the 3500 crore silk industry in India is headquartered in Karnataka State, particularly in the NorthA majority of the 3500 crore silk industry in India is headquartered in Karnataka State, particularly in the North
Bangalore regions of Muddenahalli, Kanivenarayanapura, and Doddaballapura the upcoming sites of a Bangalore regions of Muddenahalli, Kanivenarayanapura, and Doddaballapura the upcoming sites of a 70 crore "Silk70 crore "Silk
City".City".[86][86] [87][87]

TransportTransport

Kingfisher Airlines is based in Bangalore.Kingfisher Airlines is based in Bangalore.

Air transport in Karnataka, as in the rest of the country, is still a fledglingAir transport in Karnataka, as in the rest of the country, is still a fledgling
but fast expanding sector. Karnataka has but fast expanding sector. Karnataka has airports at Bangalore, Mangalore,airports at Bangalore, Mangalore,
Hubli, Belgaum, Hampi, Bellary and Hubli, Belgaum, Hampi, Bellary and Mysore with international operationsMysore with international operations
from Bangalore and Mangalore airports.from Bangalore and Mangalore airports.[88][88] Major airlines such asMajor airlines such as
Kingfisher AirlinKingfisher Airlines and Kingfisher red are es and Kingfisher red are based in Bangalore.based in Bangalore.

Karnataka has a railway network with a total length of Karnataka has a railway network with a total length of approximatelapproximately 3089y 3089
kilometres (1919 kilometres (1919 mi). Until mi). Until the creation the creation of the of the South Western South Western ZoneZone
headquartered at Hubli in 2003, the railway network in the state was in headquartered at Hubli in 2003, the railway network in the state was in thethe
Southern and Western railway zones. Several parts of the state now comeSouthern and Western railway zones. Several parts of the state now come
under the South Western Zone, with the remainder under the under the South Western Zone, with the remainder under the Southern Railways. CoastaSouthern Railways. Coastal Karnataka is covered underl Karnataka is covered under
the Konkan railway network which was considered India's biggest railway project of the century.the Konkan railway network which was considered India's biggest railway project of the century.[89][89] Bangalore isBangalore is
extensively connected with inter-state destinations while other important cities and towns in the state are not soextensively connected with inter-state destinations while other important cities and towns in the state are not so
well-connected.well-connected.[90][90] [91][91]

Karnataka has 11 ports, including the New Mangalore Port, a major port and ten other minor ports.Karnataka has 11 ports, including the New Mangalore Port, a major port and ten other minor ports.[92][92] The NewThe New
Mangalore port was incorporated as the ninth major port in India on 4 May 1974. This port handled 32.04 millionMangalore port was incorporated as the ninth major port in India on 4 May 1974. This port handled 32.04 million
tonnes of traffic in the fiscal year 2006-07 tonnes of traffic in the fiscal year 2006-07 with 17.92 million tonnes of imports and with 17.92 million tonnes of imports and 14.12 million tonnes of exports.14.12 million tonnes of exports.
The port also handled 1015 vessels including 18 cruise vessels during the year 2006-07. The inland water transportThe port also handled 1015 vessels including 18 cruise vessels during the year 2006-07. The inland water transport
within the state is not well developed.within the state is not well developed.

The total lengths of National Highways and state highways in Karnataka are 3973 kilometres (2469 mi) and 9829The total lengths of National Highways and state highways in Karnataka are 3973 kilometres (2469 mi) and 9829
kilometres (6107 mi), respectivelkilometres (6107 mi), respectively. The y. The KSRTC, the state public KSRTC, the state public transport corporation, transporttransport corporation, transports an s an average of 2.2average of 2.2
million passengers daily and employs about 25,000 people.million passengers daily and employs about 25,000 people.[93][93] In the late nineties, KSRTC was split into threeIn the late nineties, KSRTC was split into three
corporations, viz., The Bangalore Metropolitan Transport Corporation, The North-West Karnataka Road Transportcorporations, viz., The Bangalore Metropolitan Transport Corporation, The North-West Karnataka Road Transport
Corporation and The North-East Karnataka Road Transport Corporation with their headquarters in Bangalore, HubliCorporation and The North-East Karnataka Road Transport Corporation with their headquarters in Bangalore, Hubli
and Gulbarga and Gulbarga respectivelrespectively.y.[93][93]

CultureCulture

The Kannada flag is widely used inThe Kannada flag is widely used in
Karnataka even though it is not anKarnataka even though it is not an

official flag.official flag.

The diverse linguistic and religious ethnicities that are native to KarnatakaThe diverse linguistic and religious ethnicities that are native to Karnataka
combined with their long histories have contributed immensely to the variedcombined with their long histories have contributed immensely to the varied
cultural heritage of the state. Apart from Kannadigas, Karnataka is home tocultural heritage of the state. Apart from Kannadigas, Karnataka is home to
Tuluvas, Kodavas and Konkanis. Minor populations of Tibetan Buddhists andTuluvas, Kodavas and Konkanis. Minor populations of Tibetan Buddhists and
tribes like the Soligas, Yeravas, Todas and Siddhis also live in Karnataka. Thetribes like the Soligas, Yeravas, Todas and Siddhis also live in Karnataka. The
traditional folk arts cover the entire gamut of music, dance, drama, storytellingtraditional folk arts cover the entire gamut of music, dance, drama, storytelling
by itinerant troupes, etc. Yakshagana of Malnad and coastal Karnataka, aby itinerant troupes, etc. Yakshagana of Malnad and coastal Karnataka, a
classical dance drama, is one of the major theatrical forms of Karnataka.classical dance drama, is one of the major theatrical forms of Karnataka.
Contemporary theatre culture in Karnataka remains vibrant Contemporary theatre culture in Karnataka remains vibrant with organizationswith organizations
like Ninasam, Ranga Shankara, Rangayana and like Ninasam, Ranga Shankara, Rangayana and Prabhat Kalavidaru continuingPrabhat Kalavidaru continuing
to build on the foundations laid by Gubbi Veeranna, T. P. Kailasam, B. V.to build on the foundations laid by Gubbi Veeranna, T. P. Kailasam, B. V.
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A Yakshagana artistA Yakshagana artist

Karanth, K V Karanth, K V Subbanna, Prasanna and others.Subbanna, Prasanna and others.[94][94] Veeragase, Kamsale, Kolata andVeeragase, Kamsale, Kolata and
Dollu Kunitha are popular dance Dollu Kunitha are popular dance forms. The Mysore style of forms. The Mysore style of Bharatanatya nurturedBharatanatya nurtured
and popularised by the likes of the legendary Jatti Tayamma continues to holdand popularised by the likes of the legendary Jatti Tayamma continues to hold
sway in Karnataka and Bangalore also enjoys an eminent place as one of thesway in Karnataka and Bangalore also enjoys an eminent place as one of the
foremost centers of foremost centers of Bharatanatya.Bharatanatya.[95][95]

Karnataka also has a special place in Karnataka also has a special place in the world of Indian classical music with boththe world of Indian classical music with both
KarnatakaKarnataka[96][96] (Carnatic) and Hindustani styles finding place in the state and(Carnatic) and Hindustani styles finding place in the state and
Karnataka has produced a number of stalwarts in both styles. While referring toKarnataka has produced a number of stalwarts in both styles. While referring to
music the word 'Karnataka', the original name given to the South Indian classicalmusic the word 'Karnataka', the original name given to the South Indian classical
music does not mean the state of Karnataka. The Haridasa movement of themusic does not mean the state of Karnataka. The Haridasa movement of the
sixteenth century contributed seminally to the sixteenth century contributed seminally to the development of Karnataka (Carnatic)development of Karnataka (Carnatic)
music as a performing art form. Purandara Dasa, one of the most reveredmusic as a performing art form. Purandara Dasa, one of the most revered
Haridasas, is known as theHaridasas, is known as the  Karnataka  Karnataka Sangeeta Sangeeta PitamahaPitamaha ('Father of Karnataka('Father of Karnataka
a.k.a.Carnatic music').a.k.a.Carnatic music').[97][97] Celebrated Hindustani musicians like Gangubai Hangal,Celebrated Hindustani musicians like Gangubai Hangal,
Mallikarjun Mansur, Bhimsen Joshi, Basavaraja Rajaguru, Sawai Gandharva and several others hail from Mallikarjun Mansur, Bhimsen Joshi, Basavaraja Rajaguru, Sawai Gandharva and several others hail from KarnatakaKarnataka
and some of them have been and some of them have been recipients of the Kalidas Samman, Parecipients of the Kalidas Samman, Padma Bhushan and Padma Vibhushan awards.dma Bhushan and Padma Vibhushan awards.

Dharwad pedha.Dharwad pedha.

Gamaka is another classical music genre based on Carnatic music that isGamaka is another classical music genre based on Carnatic music that is
practiced in Karnataka. Kannada Bhavageete is a genre of popular musicpracticed in Karnataka. Kannada Bhavageete is a genre of popular music
that draws inspiration from the expressionist poetry of modern poets. Thethat draws inspiration from the expressionist poetry of modern poets. The
Mysore school of painting has produced painters like Sundarayya,Mysore school of painting has produced painters like Sundarayya,
Tanjavur Kondayya, B. Venkatappa and Keshavayya.Tanjavur Kondayya, B. Venkatappa and Keshavayya.[98][98] ChitrakalaChitrakala
Parishat is an organisation in Karnataka dedicated to promoting painting,Parishat is an organisation in Karnataka dedicated to promoting painting,
mainly in the Mysore painting style.mainly in the Mysore painting style.

Saree is the traditional dress of women in Karnataka. Women in KodaguSaree is the traditional dress of women in Karnataka. Women in Kodagu
have a distinct style of wearing the saree, different from the rest of have a distinct style of wearing the saree, different from the rest of 

Karnataka.Karnataka.[99][99] Dhoti, known asDhoti, known as  Panche Panche in Karnataka is the traditional attire of men. Shirt, Trousers and Salwarin Karnataka is the traditional attire of men. Shirt, Trousers and Salwar
kameez are widely worn in Urban areas. Mysore Peta is the traditional headgear of southern Karnataka, while thekameez are widely worn in Urban areas. Mysore Peta is the traditional headgear of southern Karnataka, while the

 pagadi pagadi oror pataga pataga (similar to the Rajasthani turban) is preferred in the northern areas of the state.(similar to the Rajasthani turban) is preferred in the northern areas of the state.

Rice (Kannada:Rice (Kannada: ಅಕ್ಕಿಅಕ್ಕಿ) and Ragi form the staple food in ) and Ragi form the staple food in South Karnataka, whereas JoladSouth Karnataka, whereas Jolada rotti, Sorghum is staple toa rotti, Sorghum is staple to

North Karnataka. Bisi bele bath, Jolada rotti, Ragi mudde, Uppittu, Masala Dose and Maddur Vade are some of theNorth Karnataka. Bisi bele bath, Jolada rotti, Ragi mudde, Uppittu, Masala Dose and Maddur Vade are some of the
popular food items in Karnataka. Among sweets, Mysore Pak, Belgaavi Kunda, Gokak karadantu, and Dharwadpopular food items in Karnataka. Among sweets, Mysore Pak, Belgaavi Kunda, Gokak karadantu, and Dharwad
pedha are popular. Apart from this, coastal Karnataka and Kodagu have distinctive cuisines of their own. Udupipedha are popular. Apart from this, coastal Karnataka and Kodagu have distinctive cuisines of their own. Udupi
cuisine of coastal Karnataka is popular all over India.cuisine of coastal Karnataka is popular all over India.
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ReligionReligion

The Gomateswara (982The Gomateswara (982 – –983) monolith983) monolith
at Shravanabelagola is one of theat Shravanabelagola is one of the

foremost centers of Jain pilgrimageforemost centers of Jain pilgrimage
today.today.

Inside Badami cave templeInside Badami cave temple

Adi Shankaracharya chose Sringeri in Karnataka to establish the first of hisAdi Shankaracharya chose Sringeri in Karnataka to establish the first of his
fourfour mathasmathas. Shri Madhvacharya (Kannada:. Shri Madhvacharya (Kannada: ಶ್ರೀ ಮಧ್ವಾಚಾರ್ಯರುಶ್ರೀ ಮಧ್ವಾಚಾರ್ಯರು, Śrī , Śrī 

Madhvācārya) (1238Madhvācārya) (1238 – –1317) was the chief proponent of Tattvavāda1317) was the chief proponent of Tattvavāda
(Philosophy of Reality), popularly known as Dvaita or Dualistic school of (Philosophy of Reality), popularly known as Dvaita or Dualistic school of 
Hindu philosophy - one Hindu philosophy - one of the three most of the three most influential Vedānta philosopinfluential Vedānta philosophies.hies.
Madhva was one of the important philosophers during the BhaktiMadhva was one of the important philosophers during the Bhakti
movement. He was a pioneer in many ways, going against standardmovement. He was a pioneer in many ways, going against standard
conventions and norms. According to conventions and norms. According to tradition, Madhvācārya is believed totradition, Madhvācārya is believed to
be the third incarnation of Vāyu (Mukhyaprāṇa), after Hanumān andbe the third incarnation of Vāyu (Mukhyaprāṇa), after Hanumān and
Bhīma. The Haridasa (Kannada:Bhīma. The Haridasa (Kannada: ಹರಿದಾಸಹರಿದಾಸ) devotional movement is) devotional movement is

considered as one of the turning points in the cultural history of India. Overconsidered as one of the turning points in the cultural history of India. Over
a span of nearly six centuries, several saints and mystics helped shape thea span of nearly six centuries, several saints and mystics helped shape the
culture, philosophy and art of South India and Karnataka in particular byculture, philosophy and art of South India and Karnataka in particular by
exerting considerable spiritual influence over the masses and kingdomsexerting considerable spiritual influence over the masses and kingdoms
that ruled South India.[1]that ruled South India.[1]

This movement was ushered in by the Haridasas (Kannada:This movement was ushered in by the Haridasas (Kannada: ಹರಿದಾಸರುಹರಿದಾಸರು,,

literally meaning 'servants of Lord Hari') and took shape in the 13thliterally meaning 'servants of Lord Hari') and took shape in the 13th
century - 14th century CE, period, prior to and during the early rule of thecentury - 14th century CE, period, prior to and during the early rule of the
Vijayanagara empire. The main objective of this movement was toVijayanagara empire. The main objective of this movement was to
propagate the Dvaita philosophy of Madhvacharya (Madhva Siddhanta) topropagate the Dvaita philosophy of Madhvacharya (Madhva Siddhanta) to
the masses through a literary medium known the masses through a literary medium known as Dasa Sahitya (literature of as Dasa Sahitya (literature of 
the servants of the Lord. Purandaradasa often called "Pithamaha" of the servants of the Lord. Purandaradasa often called "Pithamaha" of 
Carnatic Music for his Carnatic Music for his immense contribution in simplifying carnatic music,immense contribution in simplifying carnatic music,
he was the "Guru" of Swamy Haridas (Tansen's guru)who pioneeredhe was the "Guru" of Swamy Haridas (Tansen's guru)who pioneered
Hindustani music in North India. ) Ramanujacharya, the leading expounderHindustani music in North India. ) Ramanujacharya, the leading expounder
of Viśiṣṭādvaita, spent many years in Melkote. He came to Karnataka inof Viśiṣṭādvaita, spent many years in Melkote. He came to Karnataka in
1098 AD and lived here until 1122 AD. 1098 AD and lived here until 1122 AD. He first lived in Tondanur and thenHe first lived in Tondanur and then
moved to Melkote where the Cheluvanarayana Temple and a wellmoved to Melkote where the Cheluvanarayana Temple and a well
organised Matha were built. He was organised Matha were built. He was patronized by the Hoysala king, Vishnuvardhana.patronized by the Hoysala king, Vishnuvardhana.[100][100]

In the twelfth century, Veerashaivism emerged in northern Karnataka as a protest against the rigidity of theIn the twelfth century, Veerashaivism emerged in northern Karnataka as a protest against the rigidity of the
prevailing social and caste system. Leading figures of this movement were Basava, Akka Mahadevi and Allamaprevailing social and caste system. Leading figures of this movement were Basava, Akka Mahadevi and Allama
Prabhu, who established the Anubhava Mantapa which was Prabhu, who established the Anubhava Mantapa which was the center of all religious and philosophical thoughts andthe center of all religious and philosophical thoughts and
discussions pertaining to Ligayats. These three social reformers did so by the literary means of 'Vachana Sahitya'discussions pertaining to Ligayats. These three social reformers did so by the literary means of 'Vachana Sahitya'
which is very famous for its simple, straight forward and easily understandable Kannada language. Lingayatismwhich is very famous for its simple, straight forward and easily understandable Kannada language. Lingayatism
preached women equalism by letting women wear Linga i.e. god around their neck which was prohibited in thosepreached women equalism by letting women wear Linga i.e. god around their neck which was prohibited in those
days. Basava shunned the sharp hierarchical divisions that existed and sought to remove all distinctions between thedays. Basava shunned the sharp hierarchical divisions that existed and sought to remove all distinctions between the
hierarchially superior master class and the subordinate, servile class. He also supported intercaste marriages andhierarchially superior master class and the subordinate, servile class. He also supported intercaste marriages and
Kaayaka Tatva of Basavanna bases itself on Karma Siddhanta (Philosophy of Karma). This was the basis of theKaayaka Tatva of Basavanna bases itself on Karma Siddhanta (Philosophy of Karma). This was the basis of the
Lingayat faith which today Lingayat faith which today counts millions among its counts millions among its followers.followers.[101][101]

The Jain philosophy and literature have contributed immensely to the religious and cultural landscape of Karnataka.The Jain philosophy and literature have contributed immensely to the religious and cultural landscape of Karnataka.

Islam, which had an early presence on the west coast of India as early as the tenth century, gained a foothold inIslam, which had an early presence on the west coast of India as early as the tenth century, gained a foothold in
Karnataka with the rise of the Bahamani and Bijapur sultanates that ruled parts of Karnataka.Karnataka with the rise of the Bahamani and Bijapur sultanates that ruled parts of Karnataka.[102][102] ChristianityChristianity
reached Karnataka in the sixteenth century with the arrival of the Portuguese and St. Francis Xavier in 1545.reached Karnataka in the sixteenth century with the arrival of the Portuguese and St. Francis Xavier in 1545. [103][103]

Buddhism was popular in Karnataka during the first millennium in places such as Gulbarga and Banavasi. A chanceBuddhism was popular in Karnataka during the first millennium in places such as Gulbarga and Banavasi. A chance



KarnatakaKarnataka 3535

discovery of edicts and several Mauryan relics at Sannati in Gulbarga district in 1986 has proven that the Krishnadiscovery of edicts and several Mauryan relics at Sannati in Gulbarga district in 1986 has proven that the Krishna
River basin was once home to both Mahayana and River basin was once home to both Mahayana and Hinayana Buddhism.Hinayana Buddhism.

Mysore Dasara is celebrated as theMysore Dasara is celebrated as the Nada habba Nada habba (state festival) and this is marked by major festivities at Mysore.(state festival) and this is marked by major festivities at Mysore. [104][104]

Ugadi (Kannada New Year), Makara Sankranti (the harvest festival), Ganesh Chaturthi, Nagapanchami, BasavaUgadi (Kannada New Year), Makara Sankranti (the harvest festival), Ganesh Chaturthi, Nagapanchami, Basava
Jayanthi, Deepavali, and Ramzan are the other major festivals of Karnataka.Jayanthi, Deepavali, and Ramzan are the other major festivals of Karnataka.

LanguageLanguage

Halmidi inscription (450 CE) is the earliestHalmidi inscription (450 CE) is the earliest
attested inscription in Kannada languageattested inscription in Kannada language

((right-click to enlargeright-click to enlarge).).

The Kannada language is the official language of the state, the nativeThe Kannada language is the official language of the state, the native
language of approximately 65% of its population and one of the classicallanguage of approximately 65% of its population and one of the classical
languages of India.languages of India.[105][105] [106][106] Kannada played a crucial role in the creationKannada played a crucial role in the creation
of Karnataka: linguistic demographics played a major role in defining theof Karnataka: linguistic demographics played a major role in defining the
new state in 1956. Tulu, Kodava Takk and Konkani are other major nativenew state in 1956. Tulu, Kodava Takk and Konkani are other major native
languages that share a long history in the state. Urdu is spoken widely bylanguages that share a long history in the state. Urdu is spoken widely by
the Muslim population. Less widely spoken languages include Beary the Muslim population. Less widely spoken languages include Beary bashebashe
and certain dialects such as Sankethi. Kannada features a rich and ancientand certain dialects such as Sankethi. Kannada features a rich and ancient
body of literature covering topics as diverse as Jainism, Vachanas,body of literature covering topics as diverse as Jainism, Vachanas,
Haridasa Sahitya and modern literature. Evidence from edicts during theHaridasa Sahitya and modern literature. Evidence from edicts during the
time of Ashoka the time of Ashoka the Great suggest that the Kannada script and Great suggest that the Kannada script and its literatureits literature
were influenced by Buddhist literature. The Halmidi inscription, thewere influenced by Buddhist literature. The Halmidi inscription, the
earliest attestearliest attested full-length inscription in the ed full-length inscription in the Kannada language and Kannada language and script,script,
is dated to 450 CE while the earliest available literary work, theis dated to 450 CE while the earliest available literary work, the
Kavirajamarga, has been dated to 850 CE. References made in theKavirajamarga, has been dated to 850 CE. References made in the
Kavirajamarga, however, prove that Kannada literature flourished in theKavirajamarga, however, prove that Kannada literature flourished in the
ChattanaChattana,, Beddande Beddande andand Melvadu Melvadu metres during earlier metres during earlier centuries.centuries.[107][107]

Kuvempu, the renowned Kannada poet Kuvempu, the renowned Kannada poet and writer who wrote Jaya and writer who wrote Jaya BharataBharata
Jananiya Tanujate, the state anthem of KarnatakaJananiya Tanujate, the state anthem of Karnataka[108][108] was the first recipient of the "Karnataka Ratna" award, thewas the first recipient of the "Karnataka Ratna" award, the
highest civilian award bestowed by the Government of Karnataka. Contemporary Kannada literature is wellhighest civilian award bestowed by the Government of Karnataka. Contemporary Kannada literature is well
recognized in the recognized in the arena of Indian arena of Indian literaturliterature, with seven e, with seven Kannada writers winning India's highest literary honour, theKannada writers winning India's highest literary honour, the
Jnanpith award, which is the highest for any language in India.Jnanpith award, which is the highest for any language in India. [109][109] Tulu is spoken mainly in the coastal districts of Tulu is spoken mainly in the coastal districts of 
Udupi and Dakshina Kannada.Udupi and Dakshina Kannada. Tulu MahabharatoTulu Mahabharato, written by, written by  Arunabja Arunabja in Tulu script, is the oldest surviving Tuluin Tulu script, is the oldest surviving Tulu
text.text.[110][110] The Tulu language now uses The Tulu language now uses the Kannada script due to the the Kannada script due to the gradual decline of the Tulu script, which was ingradual decline of the Tulu script, which was in
use until a few centuries ago. The Kodavas who mainly reside in the Kodagu district, speak Kodava Takk. Twouse until a few centuries ago. The Kodavas who mainly reside in the Kodagu district, speak Kodava Takk. Two
regional variations of the language exist, the northernregional variations of the language exist, the northern Mendale Takka Mendale Takka and the southernand the southern Kiggaati Takka Kiggaati Takka..[111][111] KonkaniKonkani
is mostly spoken in the is mostly spoken in the Uttara Kannada district and in some parts of Uttara Kannada district and in some parts of the Udupi and Dakshina Kannada districts. Boththe Udupi and Dakshina Kannada districts. Both
Kodava Takk and Konkani use the Kannada script for writing. English is the medium of education in many schoolsKodava Takk and Konkani use the Kannada script for writing. English is the medium of education in many schools
and widely used for and widely used for business communication in technology-relbusiness communication in technology-related companies and BPOs.ated companies and BPOs.

All of the state's languages are patronised and promoted by governmental and quasi-governmental bodies. TheAll of the state's languages are patronised and promoted by governmental and quasi-governmental bodies. The
Kannada Sahitya Parishat and theKannada Sahitya Parishat and the Kannada Sahitya Akademi Kannada Sahitya Akademi are responsible for the promotion of Kannada are responsible for the promotion of Kannada while thewhile the

 Karnataka Konkani Sahitya Akademi Karnataka Konkani Sahitya Akademi,,[112][112] TheThe Tulu Sahitya AkademiTulu Sahitya Akademi and theand the Kodava Sahitya Akademi Kodava Sahitya Akademi promote theirpromote their
respective languages.respective languages.

Karnataka being a multilingual state, various linguistic groups have been demanding for separate states based onKarnataka being a multilingual state, various linguistic groups have been demanding for separate states based on
language in the regions where those languages are spoken by the majority. Tuluvas and Kodavas are major ethniclanguage in the regions where those languages are spoken by the majority. Tuluvas and Kodavas are major ethnic
groups which aspire to form groups which aspire to form separate states.separate states.
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EducationEducation

Indian Institute of Science is one of the premierIndian Institute of Science is one of the premier
institutes of India located in Bangalore.institutes of India located in Bangalore.

As per the 2001 census, Karnataka had a literacy rate of 67.04%, withAs per the 2001 census, Karnataka had a literacy rate of 67.04%, with
76.29% of males and 76.29% of males and 57.45% of females in the 57.45% of females in the state being literate.state being literate.[113][113]

The state is home to some of the premier educational and researchThe state is home to some of the premier educational and research
institutions of India such as the Indian Institute of Science, the Indianinstitutions of India such as the Indian Institute of Science, the Indian
Institute of Management, the National Institute of TechnologyInstitute of Management, the National Institute of Technology
Karnataka and the National Law School of Karnataka and the National Law School of India University.India University.

As of March 2006, Karnataka had 54,529 primary schools withAs of March 2006, Karnataka had 54,529 primary schools with
252,875 teachers and 8.495 million students,252,875 teachers and 8.495 million students,[114][114] and 9498 secondaryand 9498 secondary
schools with 92,287 teachers and 1.384 schools with 92,287 teachers and 1.384 million students.million students.[114][114] There areThere are
three kinds of schools in the state, viz., government-run, private aidedthree kinds of schools in the state, viz., government-run, private aided
(financial aid is provided by the government) and private unaided (no(financial aid is provided by the government) and private unaided (no
financial aid is provided). The primary languages of instruction in most schools are Kannada and English. Thefinancial aid is provided). The primary languages of instruction in most schools are Kannada and English. The
syllabus taught in the schools is either of the CBSE, the ICSE or the state syllabus (SSLC) defined by thesyllabus taught in the schools is either of the CBSE, the ICSE or the state syllabus (SSLC) defined by the
Department of Public Instruction of the Department of Public Instruction of the Government of Karnataka. However, some Government of Karnataka. However, some schools follows NIOS syllabus.schools follows NIOS syllabus.
The State has one The State has one Sainik School in Bijapur also.Sainik School in Bijapur also.

In order to maximize attendance in schools, the Karnataka Government has launched a mid-day meal scheme inIn order to maximize attendance in schools, the Karnataka Government has launched a mid-day meal scheme in
government and aided schools in which government and aided schools in which free lunch is provided to the free lunch is provided to the students.students.[115][115] Statewide board examinations areStatewide board examinations are
conducted at the end of the period of secondary education and students who qualify are allowed to pursue a two-yearconducted at the end of the period of secondary education and students who qualify are allowed to pursue a two-year
pre-universitpre-university course; after which y course; after which students become eligible to pursue students become eligible to pursue under-graduate degrees.under-graduate degrees.

There are 481 dThere are 481 degree collegree colleeges affilges affiliiated with oneated with one oof the universitf the universities in the state, viz. Bangalore University, Gulbargaies in the state, viz. Bangalore University, Gulbarga
University, KarUniversity, Karnatak Universnatak University, Kuvempu Universitity, Kuvempu University, Mangalore Universiy, Mangalore University and Mysorety and Mysore University.University.[116][116] In 1998,In 1998,
the engineering colleges inthe engineering colleges in the state were brothe state were brought unught under the newly f der the newly f oormed Visvesvrmed Visvesvaaraya Technraya Technoologlogicical Unal Univiversityersity
headquarteredheadquartered at Belgaumat Belgaum, whereas the medical colleges are run under the jurisdiction of the Rajiv Gandhi, whereas the medical colleges are run under the jurisdiction of the Rajiv Gandhi
University of Health Sciences. Some of these baccalaureate colleges are accredited with the status of a deemedUniversity of Health Sciences. Some of these baccalaureate colleges are accredited with the status of a deemed
university. There are 186 engineering, 39 medical and 41 dental colleges in the state.university. There are 186 engineering, 39 medical and 41 dental colleges in the state.[117][117] Udupi, Sringeri, GokarnaUdupi, Sringeri, Gokarna
and Melkote are and Melkote are well-known places of Sanskrit and Vedic learning. An well-known places of Sanskrit and Vedic learning. An Indian Institute of Technology MuddenahalliIndian Institute of Technology Muddenahalli
has been approved by the central government as part of the 11th 5 year plan. This will be the first IIT in Karnatakahas been approved by the central government as part of the 11th 5 year plan. This will be the first IIT in Karnataka
State.State.[118][118] In addition, a 600 crore Visvesvaraya Institute of Advanced Technology (VIAT) is being constructed inIn addition, a 600 crore Visvesvaraya Institute of Advanced Technology (VIAT) is being constructed in
Muddenahalli-Kanivenarayanapura.Muddenahalli-Kanivenarayanapura.[119][119]

Tulu language is taught as Tulu language is taught as an optional subject in the twin districts of South Canara and an optional subject in the twin districts of South Canara and Udupi.Udupi.[120][120]

MediaMedia

The era of Kannada newspThe era of Kannada newspapers started in theapers started in the year 184year 1843 when Herma3 when Hermannn Mögling, an Mögling, a mmissionary f issionary f roromm BBasel Masel Miission,ssion,
published the f published the f irst Kannadirst Kannada newspaper calleda newspaper called  Mangalooru Samachara Mangalooru Samachara in Mangalore. The first Kannada periodical,in Mangalore. The first Kannada periodical,

 Mysuru Vrittanta  Mysuru Vrittanta BodhiniBodhini was started by Bhashyam Bhashyacharya in was started by Bhashyam Bhashyacharya in Mysore. Shortly after Indian independence inMysore. Shortly after Indian independence in
1948, K. N. Guruswamy founded1948, K. N. Guruswamy founded The Printers (Mysore) Private Limited The Printers (Mysore) Private Limited and began publishing two newspapers, theand began publishing two newspapers, the
Deccan Herald and Prajavani. Presently the Times of India and Deccan Herald and Prajavani. Presently the Times of India and Vijaya Karnataka are the largest-selliVijaya Karnataka are the largest-selling English andng English and
Kannada newspapers Kannada newspapers respectivelrespectively.y.[121][121] [122][122] A vast number of weekly, biweekly and monthly magazines are underA vast number of weekly, biweekly and monthly magazines are under
publication in both Kannada and English. Udayavani, Kannadaprabha, Samyukta Karnataka, Vaartha Bharathi,publication in both Kannada and English. Udayavani, Kannadaprabha, Samyukta Karnataka, Vaartha Bharathi,
Sanjevani, Eesanje, Hosa digantha, Karavali Ale are Sanjevani, Eesanje, Hosa digantha, Karavali Ale are also some popular also some popular dailies published from Karnataka.dailies published from Karnataka.

Doordarshan is the broadcaster of the Government of India and its channel DD Chandana is dedicated to Kannada.Doordarshan is the broadcaster of the Government of India and its channel DD Chandana is dedicated to Kannada.
Prominent Kannada channels include ETV Kannada, Zee Kannada, Udaya TV, U2, TV 9, Asianet Suvarna andProminent Kannada channels include ETV Kannada, Zee Kannada, Udaya TV, U2, TV 9, Asianet Suvarna and
Kasturi TV.Kasturi TV.[123][123]
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Karnataka occupies a special place in the Karnataka occupies a special place in the history of Indian radio. In 1935,history of Indian radio. In 1935,  Aakashvani Aakashvani, the first private radio station, the first private radio station
in India, was started by Prof. M.V. Gopalaswamy at Mysore.in India, was started by Prof. M.V. Gopalaswamy at Mysore.[124][124] The popular radio station was taken over by theThe popular radio station was taken over by the
local municipality and later by All India Radio (AIR) and moved to Bangalore in 1955. Later in 1957, AIR adoptedlocal municipality and later by All India Radio (AIR) and moved to Bangalore in 1955. Later in 1957, AIR adopted
the original name of the radio station,the original name of the radio station,  Aakashavani Aakashavani as its own. Some of the popular programs aired by AIRas its own. Some of the popular programs aired by AIR
Bangalore includedBangalore included Nisarga Sampada Nisarga Sampada andand Sasya SanjeeviniSasya Sanjeevini which were programs that taught science through songs,which were programs that taught science through songs,
plays and stories. These two programs became so popular that they were translated and broadcasted in 18 differentplays and stories. These two programs became so popular that they were translated and broadcasted in 18 different
languages and the entire series was recorded on cassettes by the Government of Karnataka and distributed tolanguages and the entire series was recorded on cassettes by the Government of Karnataka and distributed to
thousands of schools across the state.thousands of schools across the state.[124][124] Karnataka has witnessed a growth in FM radio channels mainly in theKarnataka has witnessed a growth in FM radio channels mainly in the
cities of Bangalore, Mangalore and Mysore which has cities of Bangalore, Mangalore and Mysore which has become hugely popular.become hugely popular.[125][125] [126][126]

SportsSports

Anil Kumble, former captain of Anil Kumble, former captain of 
the Indian Test team, is the highestthe Indian Test team, is the highest

wicket-taker for India inwicket-taker for India in
international cricket.international cricket.

Karnataka's smallest districKarnataka's smallest district, Kodagu, is t, Kodagu, is a major a major contributor to Indian field hockey,contributor to Indian field hockey,
producing numerous players who have represented India at the internationalproducing numerous players who have represented India at the international
level.level.[127][127] The annual Kodava Hockey Festival is the The annual Kodava Hockey Festival is the largest hockey tournament inlargest hockey tournament in
the world.the world.[128][128] Bangalore has hosted a WTA tennis event and, in 1997, it hosted theBangalore has hosted a WTA tennis event and, in 1997, it hosted the
fourth National Games of India.fourth National Games of India.[129][129] The Sports Authority of India, the premierThe Sports Authority of India, the premier
sports institute in the country, and the Nike Tennis Academy are also situated insports institute in the country, and the Nike Tennis Academy are also situated in
Bangalore. Karnataka has been referred to as the cradle of Indian swimmingBangalore. Karnataka has been referred to as the cradle of Indian swimming
because of its high standards in because of its high standards in comparison to other states.comparison to other states.[130][130]

One of the most popular sports in Karnataka is cricket. The state cricket team hasOne of the most popular sports in Karnataka is cricket. The state cricket team has
won the Ranji Trophy six times, second only to Mumbai in terms of success.won the Ranji Trophy six times, second only to Mumbai in terms of success. [131][131]

Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bangalore regularly hosts international matches and isChinnaswamy Stadium in Bangalore regularly hosts international matches and is
also the home of the National Cricket Academy, which was opened in 2000 toalso the home of the National Cricket Academy, which was opened in 2000 to
nurture potential international players. Many cricketers have nurture potential international players. Many cricketers have represented India andrepresented India and
in one international match held in the in one international match held in the 1990s; players from Karnataka composed the1990s; players from Karnataka composed the
majority of the national team.majority of the national team.[132][132] [133][133]

The Karnataka Premier League, an The Karnataka Premier League, an inter-regiinter-regional Twenty20 cricket tournament is onal Twenty20 cricket tournament is aa
cricket tournament played in the state. The Royal Challengers Bangalore, an Indian Premier League franchise, iscricket tournament played in the state. The Royal Challengers Bangalore, an Indian Premier League franchise, is
based in Bangalore.based in Bangalore.

Sports like kho kho, kabaddi, chinni daandu Sports like kho kho, kabaddi, chinni daandu and goli (marbles) are played mostly in and goli (marbles) are played mostly in Karnataka's rural areas.Karnataka's rural areas.

Notable sportsmen from Karnataka include Prakash Padukone who Notable sportsmen from Karnataka include Prakash Padukone who won the All won the All England Badminton ChampionshipsEngland Badminton Championships
in 1980 and Pankaj Advani who has won three world titles in cue sports by the age of 20 including the amateurin 1980 and Pankaj Advani who has won three world titles in cue sports by the age of 20 including the amateur
World Snooker Championship in 2003 and World Snooker Championship in 2003 and the World Billiards Championship in 2005.the World Billiards Championship in 2005.[134][134] [135][135]

Cycling talent of Karnataka needs a special mention. Off late Bijapur district has produced some of the best knownCycling talent of Karnataka needs a special mention. Off late Bijapur district has produced some of the best known
Road Cyclists in the national circuit. Premalata Sureban was part of the Indian contingent at the Perlis Open '99 inRoad Cyclists in the national circuit. Premalata Sureban was part of the Indian contingent at the Perlis Open '99 in
Malaysia. In recognition of the Malaysia. In recognition of the talent of cyclists in the talent of cyclists in the district, the State Government has already laid a district, the State Government has already laid a cycling trackcycling track
at the at the B.R. B.R. Ambedkar Ambedkar Stadium Stadium here, here, spending spending . 40 . 40 lakh.lakh.[136][136]
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Flora and faunaFlora and fauna

The state bird, Indian Roller.The state bird, Indian Roller.

Karnataka has a rich diversity of flora and fauna. It has a recorded forestKarnataka has a rich diversity of flora and fauna. It has a recorded forest
area of 38720 kmarea of 38720 km22 (14950 sq mi) which constitutes 20.19% of the total(14950 sq mi) which constitutes 20.19% of the total
geographical area of the state. These forests support 25% of the elephantgeographical area of the state. These forests support 25% of the elephant
and 10% of the tiger population of India. Many regions of Karnataka are asand 10% of the tiger population of India. Many regions of Karnataka are as
yet unexplored, so new species of flora and fauna are found periodically.yet unexplored, so new species of flora and fauna are found periodically.
The Western Ghats, a biodiversity hotspot, includes the western region of The Western Ghats, a biodiversity hotspot, includes the western region of 
Karnataka. Two sub-clusters in the Western Ghats, viz. Talacauvery andKarnataka. Two sub-clusters in the Western Ghats, viz. Talacauvery and
Kudremukh, both in Karnataka, are on Kudremukh, both in Karnataka, are on the tentative list of World Heritagethe tentative list of World Heritage
Sites of UNESCO.Sites of UNESCO.[137][137] The Bandipur and Nagarahole National Parks,The Bandipur and Nagarahole National Parks,
which fall outside these subclusters, were included in which fall outside these subclusters, were included in the Nilgiri Biospherethe Nilgiri Biosphere
Reserve in 1986, a UNESCO designation.Reserve in 1986, a UNESCO designation.[138][138] The Indian roller and theThe Indian roller and the
Indian elephant are recognized as the state bird and animal whileIndian elephant are recognized as the state bird and animal while
sandalwood and the lotus are recognized as the state tree and flowersandalwood and the lotus are recognized as the state tree and flower
respectively. Karnataka has five national parks: Anshi, Bandipur,respectively. Karnataka has five national parks: Anshi, Bandipur,
Bannerghatta, Kudremukh and Nagarhole.Bannerghatta, Kudremukh and Nagarhole.[139][139] It also has 25 wildlifeIt also has 25 wildlife
sanctuaries of which seven are bird sanctuaries.sanctuaries of which seven are bird sanctuaries.[139][139]

Wild animals that are found in Wild animals that are found in Karnataka include the elephant, the tiger, the leopard, the gaur, the Karnataka include the elephant, the tiger, the leopard, the gaur, the sambar deer, thesambar deer, the
chital or spotted deer, the muntjac, the bonnet macaque, the slender loris, the common palm civet, the small Indianchital or spotted deer, the muntjac, the bonnet macaque, the slender loris, the common palm civet, the small Indian
civet, the sloth bear, the dhole, the striped hyena and the golden jackal. Some of the birds found here are the Greatcivet, the sloth bear, the dhole, the striped hyena and the golden jackal. Some of the birds found here are the Great
Hornbill, the Malabar Pied Hornbill, the Ceylon Hornbill, the Malabar Pied Hornbill, the Ceylon frogmouth, herons, ducks, kites, eagles, falcons, quails, partridges,frogmouth, herons, ducks, kites, eagles, falcons, quails, partridges,
lapwings, sandpipers, pigeons, doves, parakeets, cuckoos, owls, nightjars, swifts, kingfishers, bee-eaters andlapwings, sandpipers, pigeons, doves, parakeets, cuckoos, owls, nightjars, swifts, kingfishers, bee-eaters and
munias.munias.[139][139] Some species of trees found in Karnataka areSome species of trees found in Karnataka are Callophyllum tomentosaCallophyllum tomentosa,, Callophyllum wightianumCallophyllum wightianum,,
Garcina cambogiaGarcina cambogia,, Garcina moreallaGarcina morealla,,  Alstonia  Alstonia scholarisscholaris,,  Flacourtia  Flacourtia montanamontana,,  Artocarpus  Artocarpus hirsutushirsutus,,  Artocarpus Artocarpus

lacoochalacoocha,, Cinnamomum zeylanicumCinnamomum zeylanicum,, Grewia tilaefoliaGrewia tilaefolia,, Santalum albumSantalum album,, Shorea taluraShorea talura,,  Emblica  Emblica officinalisofficinalis,, VitexVitex

altissimaaltissima andand Wrightia tinctoriaWrightia tinctoria. Wildlife in Karnataka is threatened by poaching, habitat destruction,. Wildlife in Karnataka is threatened by poaching, habitat destruction,
human-wildlifhuman-wildlife e conflict and conflict and pollution.pollution.[139][139]

TourismTourism

Keshava Temple, Somanathapura.Keshava Temple, Somanathapura.

By virtue of its varied geography and long history, Karnataka hostsBy virtue of its varied geography and long history, Karnataka hosts
numerous spots of interest for tourists. There is an numerous spots of interest for tourists. There is an array of ancient sculpturedarray of ancient sculptured
temples, modern cities, scenic hill ranges, unexplored forests and endlesstemples, modern cities, scenic hill ranges, unexplored forests and endless
beaches. Karnataka has been ranked as the fourth most popular destinationbeaches. Karnataka has been ranked as the fourth most popular destination
for tourism among the states of India.for tourism among the states of India.[140][140] Karnataka has the second highestKarnataka has the second highest
number of nationally protected monuments in India, second only to Uttarnumber of nationally protected monuments in India, second only to Uttar
Pradesh,Pradesh,[141][141] in addition to 752 monuments protected by the Statein addition to 752 monuments protected by the State
Directorate of Archaeology and Museums. Another 25,000 monuments areDirectorate of Archaeology and Museums. Another 25,000 monuments are
yet to receive yet to receive protection.protection.[142][142] [143][143]
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Gol Gumbaz at Bijapur, has the secondGol Gumbaz at Bijapur, has the second
largest pre-modern dome in the worldlargest pre-modern dome in the world

after the Byzantine Hagia Sophia.after the Byzantine Hagia Sophia.

The districts of the Western Ghats and the The districts of the Western Ghats and the southern districtsouthern districts of the s of the state havestate have
popular eco-tourism locations including Kudremukh, Madikeri and Agumbe.popular eco-tourism locations including Kudremukh, Madikeri and Agumbe.
Karnataka has 25 Karnataka has 25 wildlife sanctuariwildlife sanctuaries and es and five national parks. Popular amongfive national parks. Popular among
them are Bandipur National Park, Bannerghatta National Park and Nagarholethem are Bandipur National Park, Bannerghatta National Park and Nagarhole
National Park. The ruins of the Vijayanagara Empire at Hampi and theNational Park. The ruins of the Vijayanagara Empire at Hampi and the
monuments of Pattadakal are on monuments of Pattadakal are on the list of UNESCO's World the list of UNESCO's World Heritage Sites.Heritage Sites.
The cave temples at The cave temples at Badami and the rock-cut temples at Badami and the rock-cut temples at Aihole representingAihole representing
the Badami Chalukyan style of architecture are also popular touristthe Badami Chalukyan style of architecture are also popular tourist
destinations. The Hoysala temples at Belur and Halebidu, which were builtdestinations. The Hoysala temples at Belur and Halebidu, which were built
with Chloritic schist (soapstone) are proposed UNESCO World Heritagewith Chloritic schist (soapstone) are proposed UNESCO World Heritage
sites.sites.[144][144] The Gol Gumbaz and Ibrahim Rauza are famous examples of theThe Gol Gumbaz and Ibrahim Rauza are famous examples of the
Deccan Sultanate style of architecture. The monolith of Gomateshwara Bahubali at Shravanabelagola is the tallestDeccan Sultanate style of architecture. The monolith of Gomateshwara Bahubali at Shravanabelagola is the tallest
sculpted monolith in the world, attracting tens of thousands of pilgrims during the Mahamastakabhishekasculpted monolith in the world, attracting tens of thousands of pilgrims during the Mahamastakabhisheka
festival.festival.[145][145]

Mysore Palace at Night, Mysore, Karnataka.Mysore Palace at Night, Mysore, Karnataka.

The waterfalls of Karnataka and Kudremukh are listed as must-see placesThe waterfalls of Karnataka and Kudremukh are listed as must-see places
and among the "1001 Natural Wonders of the World".and among the "1001 Natural Wonders of the World".[146][146] Jog Falls isJog Falls is
India's tallest single-tiered waterfall with Gokak Falls, Unchalli Falls,India's tallest single-tiered waterfall with Gokak Falls, Unchalli Falls,
Magod Falls, Abbey Falls and Magod Falls, Abbey Falls and Shivanasamudra Falls among other popularShivanasamudra Falls among other popular
waterfalls.waterfalls.

Painting of Mysore stylePainting of Mysore style

Several popular beaches dot the coastline, including Murudeshwara,Several popular beaches dot the coastline, including Murudeshwara,
Gokarna and Karwar. In Gokarna and Karwar. In addition, Karnataka is home to several placesaddition, Karnataka is home to several places
of religious importance. Several Hindu temples including the famousof religious importance. Several Hindu temples including the famous
Udupi Sri Krishna Matha, the Marikamba Temple at Sirsi, the SriUdupi Sri Krishna Matha, the Marikamba Temple at Sirsi, the Sri
Manjunatha Temple at Dharmasthala, Kukke Subramanya Temple andManjunatha Temple at Dharmasthala, Kukke Subramanya Temple and
Sharadamba Temple at Shringeri attract pilgrims from all over India.Sharadamba Temple at Shringeri attract pilgrims from all over India.
Most of the holy sites of Lingayatism, like Kudalasangama andMost of the holy sites of Lingayatism, like Kudalasangama and
Basavana Bagewadi, are found in northern parts of the state.Basavana Bagewadi, are found in northern parts of the state.
Shravanabelagola, Mudabidri and Karkala are famous for Jain historyShravanabelagola, Mudabidri and Karkala are famous for Jain history
and monuments. Jainism had a stronghold in Karnataka in the earlyand monuments. Jainism had a stronghold in Karnataka in the early
medieval period with Shravanabelagola as its medieval period with Shravanabelagola as its most important center.most important center.

Recently Karnataka has emerged as a hot spot for health care tourism. Karnataka has the highest number of approvedRecently Karnataka has emerged as a hot spot for health care tourism. Karnataka has the highest number of approved
health systems and alternative therapies in India. Along with some ISO certified government-owned hospitals,health systems and alternative therapies in India. Along with some ISO certified government-owned hospitals,
private institutiprivate institutions which provide international-qualions which provide international-quality services have caused the ty services have caused the health care industry to grow health care industry to grow by 30%by 30%
during 2004-05. Hospitals in Karnataka treat around 8,000 health tourists every year.during 2004-05. Hospitals in Karnataka treat around 8,000 health tourists every year.[147][147]
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[146[146]] MichMichael ael BriBright,ght, 1001 Natural Wonders of the World 1001 Natural Wonders of the World by Barrons Educational Series Inc., published by Quinted Inc., 2005.by Barrons Educational Series Inc., published by Quinted Inc., 2005.
[147][147] "Karnata"Karnataka bets big on heka bets big on healthcaalthcare tourismre tourism" (http:/ " (http:/  /  / www.www.blonnet.blonnet.com/ com/ 2004/ 2004/ 11/ 11/ 24/ 24/ stories/ stories/ 2004112402271700.2004112402271700. htm).htm). Online webpageOnline webpage

of the Hindu of the Hindu Business Line, dated 2004-11-23Business Line, dated 2004-11-23. 2004, The Hindu. . Retrieved 2007-06-21.. 2004, The Hindu. . Retrieved 2007-06-21.
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Karnataka GovernmentKarnataka Government

Government of KarnatakaGovernment of Karnataka

State EmblemState Emblem

Seat of GovernmentSeat of Government BangaloreBangalore

ExecutiveExecutive

GovernorGovernor Hans Raj BhardwajHans Raj Bhardwaj

Chief MinisterChief Minister D V Sadananda GowdaD V Sadananda Gowda

LegislatureLegislature

SpeakerSpeaker K G BopaiahK G Bopaiah

Members in AssemblyMembers in Assembly 225225

CouncilCouncil Karnataka Legislative CouncilKarnataka Legislative Council

ChairmanChairman Veeranna MattikattiVeeranna Mattikatti

Members in CouncilMembers in Council 7575

JudiciaryJudiciary

High CourtHigh Court Karnataka High CourtKarnataka High Court

Chief JusticeChief Justice J S KheharJ S Khehar

http:/ http:/  /  / www.www.karnataka.karnataka.gov.gov.inin

TheThe Government of KarnatakaGovernment of Karnataka is a democratically elected body with the Governor as is a democratically elected body with the Governor as the constitutional head. Thethe constitutional head. The
Governor who is appointed for a period of five years appoints the Chief Minister and his council of ministers. EvenGovernor who is appointed for a period of five years appoints the Chief Minister and his council of ministers. Even
though the governor remains the ceremonial head of though the governor remains the ceremonial head of the state, the day to day the state, the day to day running of the government is taken carerunning of the government is taken care
of by the of by the Chief Minister and his council of ministers in whom Chief Minister and his council of ministers in whom a great deal of a great deal of legislatilegislative powers is vested.ve powers is vested.
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Administrative divisionsAdministrative divisions

A map showing the 28 districts of A map showing the 28 districts of 
KarnatakaKarnataka

Karnataka State has been divided into four Revenue divisions, 49Karnataka State has been divided into four Revenue divisions, 49
sub-divisions, 29 districts, 175 taluks and 745 hoblies/Revenue Circles forsub-divisions, 29 districts, 175 taluks and 745 hoblies/Revenue Circles for
administrative purposes.administrative purposes.[1][1] The State has 27,028 inhabited and 2,362The State has 27,028 inhabited and 2,362
uninhabited villages, 281 towns and 7 municipal corporations. Bangalore isuninhabited villages, 281 towns and 7 municipal corporations. Bangalore is
the sixth largest urban agglomeration out of 23 metropolis, urbanthe sixth largest urban agglomeration out of 23 metropolis, urban
agglomerations and cities in India. It is among the fastest growing cities in theagglomerations and cities in India. It is among the fastest growing cities in the
world.world.

Political and administrative reorganisationPolitical and administrative reorganisation

Karnataka took its present shape in 1956, when the states of Mysore andKarnataka took its present shape in 1956, when the states of Mysore and
Coorg (Kodagu) were merged with the Kannada-speaking districts of theCoorg (Kodagu) were merged with the Kannada-speaking districts of the
former states of Bombay and Hyderabad, and Madras. Mysore state was madeformer states of Bombay and Hyderabad, and Madras. Mysore state was made
up of ten districts, Bangalore, Kolar, Tumkur, Mandya, Mysore, Hassan,up of ten districts, Bangalore, Kolar, Tumkur, Mandya, Mysore, Hassan,
Chikmagalur (Kadur), Shimoga and Chikmagalur (Kadur), Shimoga and Chitradurga; BellarChitradurga; Bellary had y had been transferredbeen transferred
from Madras state to Mysore in 1953, when the new Andhra State was created out of Madras' northern districts.from Madras state to Mysore in 1953, when the new Andhra State was created out of Madras' northern districts.
Kodagu became a Kodagu became a district, and Dakshina Kannada (South Kanara) district was transferred from Madras state, Northdistrict, and Dakshina Kannada (South Kanara) district was transferred from Madras state, North
Kanara, Dharwad, Belgaum District, and Bijapur District from Bombay state, and Bidar District, Gulbarga District,Kanara, Dharwad, Belgaum District, and Bijapur District from Bombay state, and Bidar District, Gulbarga District,
and Raichur District from Hyderabad and Raichur District from Hyderabad state.state.

In 1989, Bangalore Rural district was split from Bangalore and, in 1997, Bagalkot district split from Bijapur,In 1989, Bangalore Rural district was split from Bangalore and, in 1997, Bagalkot district split from Bijapur,
Chamrajnagar district split from Mysore, Gadag district split from Dharwad, Haveri district split from Dharwad,Chamrajnagar district split from Mysore, Gadag district split from Dharwad, Haveri district split from Dharwad,
Koppal district split from Raichur, Udupi district split from Dakshina Kannada, and Davanagere district was createdKoppal district split from Raichur, Udupi district split from Dakshina Kannada, and Davanagere district was created
from parts of from parts of Bellary, ChitradurBellary, Chitradurga, Dharwad, and ga, Dharwad, and Shimoga.Shimoga.

In 2008, Bangalore Rural district was split into two and a new district of In 2008, Bangalore Rural district was split into two and a new district of  RamanagaramRamanagaram was constituted. In thewas constituted. In the
same way district of same way district of ChickballapurChickballapur was carved out of the erstwhile Kolar district.was carved out of the erstwhile Kolar district.

LegislatureLegislature

The Vidhana Soudha is the seat of Karnataka's Legislative assemblyThe Vidhana Soudha is the seat of Karnataka's Legislative assembly

The State legislature is bicameral and consists of theThe State legislature is bicameral and consists of the
Legislative Assembly and the Legislative Council. TheLegislative Assembly and the Legislative Council. The
Legislative Assembly consists of 224 members withLegislative Assembly consists of 224 members with
one member nominated by the Governor to representone member nominated by the Governor to represent
the Anglo-Indian community. The term of office of thethe Anglo-Indian community. The term of office of the
members is five years and the term of a members is five years and the term of a member electedmember elected
to the council is six years.to the council is six years.[2][2] The Legislative Council isThe Legislative Council is
a permanent body with one-third of its membersa permanent body with one-third of its members
retiring every two years.retiring every two years.[3][3]

MinistryMinistry

The government is headed by the Governor whoThe government is headed by the Governor who
appoints the Chief Minister and his council of ministers. The Governor is appointed for a period of five years andappoints the Chief Minister and his council of ministers. The Governor is appointed for a period of five years and
acts as the constitutional head of the State. Even though the governor remains the ceremonial head of the state, theacts as the constitutional head of the State. Even though the governor remains the ceremonial head of the state, the
day to day running of the government is taken care of by the Chief Minister and his council of ministers in whom aday to day running of the government is taken care of by the Chief Minister and his council of ministers in whom a
great deal of legislative powers is vested.great deal of legislative powers is vested.
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The Secretariat headed by the secretary to the governor assists the council of ministers. The council of ministersThe Secretariat headed by the secretary to the governor assists the council of ministers. The council of ministers
consists of cabinet Ministers, ministers of state and deputy ministers. The chief minister is also assisted by the Chief consists of cabinet Ministers, ministers of state and deputy ministers. The chief minister is also assisted by the Chief 
Secretary, who is the head of Secretary, who is the head of the administratithe administrative services.ve services.

List of present Karnataka cabinet ministersList of present Karnataka cabinet ministers

As of 2008, the government of Karnataka consists of 34 ministers. The important porfolio of finance has beenAs of 2008, the government of Karnataka consists of 34 ministers. The important porfolio of finance has been
retained by the Chief Minister.retained by the Chief Minister.

Department(s) MinisterDepartment(s) Minister

Chief Minister (Including Finance, Kannada Languages and Cultural, Cabinet Affairs, Personnel and AdministrativeChief Minister (Including Finance, Kannada Languages and Cultural, Cabinet Affairs, Personnel and Administrative
Reforms, Intelligence Wing, Urban Development, Mines and Geology, Forest)Reforms, Intelligence Wing, Urban Development, Mines and Geology, Forest)

DV Sadananda GowdaDV Sadananda Gowda

HHiigghheer  r  eedduuccaattiioonn,  ,  PPllaannnniinngg,  ,  SSttaattiissttiiccss VV..SS.  .  AAcchhaarryyaa

LLaaw  w  &  &  PPaarrlliiaammeennttaarry  y  AAffffaaiirrss,  ,  JJuussttiicce  e  aannd  d  MMuunniicciippaal  l  AAddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn SS..SSuurreessh  h  KKuummaarr

EEnneerrggyy SShhoobbhha  a  KKaarraannddllaajjee

RRuurraal  l  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt,  ,  PPaanncchhaayyaatti  i  RRaajj,  ,  RRuurraal  l  WWaatteer  r  SSuupppplly  y  &  &  SSaanniittaattiioonn JJaaggaaddiissh  h  SShheettttaarr

SSuuggaar  r  aannd  d  HHoorrttiiccuullttuurree SS..AA.  .  RRaavviinnddrraannaatthh

MMeeddiiccaal  l  EEdduuccaattiioonn SS..AA..RRaammaaddaass

HHoommee,  ,  TTrraannssppoorrtt RR.  .  AAsshhookk

SSoocciiaal  l  WWeellffaarre  e  ((EExxcclluuddiinng  g  MMiinnoorriitty  y  WWeellffaarree)) AA..NNaarraayyaannaasswwaammyy

SSmmaalll  l  SSccaalle  e  IInndduussttrriiees  s  aannd  d  SSeerriiccuullttuurree RRaajju  u  GGoouuddaa

RevenueRevenue

Tourism and Infrastructure DevelopmentTourism and Infrastructure Development

Housing, IT, BT, and BWSSBHousing, IT, BT, and BWSSB

Health and Family Welfare (Excluding Medical Education)Health and Family Welfare (Excluding Medical Education)

LLaabboouurr BB..NN.  .  BBaacccchhe  e  GGoowwddaa

PPrriimmaarry  y  aannd  Sd  Seeccoonnddaarry  Ey  Edduuccaattiioon  (n  (EExxcclluuddiinng  g  MMaasss  s  EEdduuccaattiioon  n  aannd  d  PPuubblliic  c  LLiibbrraarriieess)) VViisshhwweesshhwwaar  r  HHeeggdde  e  KKaaggeerrii

AAnniimmaal  l  HHuussbbaannddrryy RReevvu  u  NNaaiik  k  BBeellaammggii

PPoorrtts  s  aannd  d  IInnllaannd  d  WWaatteer  r  TTrraannssppoorrtt,  ,  EEccoollooggy  y  aannd  d  EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt JJ.  .  KKrriisshhnna  a  PPaalleemmaarr

EExxcciissee MM..PP.  .  RReennuukkaacchhaarryyaa

PPuubblliic  c  WWoorrkks  s  DDeeppaarrttmmeennt  t  ((EExxcclluuddiinng  g  PPoorrtts  s  aannd  d  IInnllaannd  d  WWaatteer  r  TTrraannssppoorrtt)) UUddaassi  i  CChhaannnnaabbaassaappppaa
MahalingappaMahalingappa

Agriculture Marketing & Sugar, Minor Irrigation, Kannada & Culture, Information & Tourism, Textiles and YouthAgriculture Marketing & Sugar, Minor Irrigation, Kannada & Culture, Information & Tourism, Textiles and Youth
ServicesServices

Govind .M. KarjolGovind .M. Karjol

MMeeddiiuum  m  aannd  d  MMaajjoor  r  IIrrrriiggaattiioonn BBaassaavvaarraaj  j  BBoommmmaaii

MMeeddiiuum  m  aannd  d  MMaajjoor  r  IInndduussttrriieess MMuurruuggeessh  h  RRuuddrraappppa  a  NNiirraannii

WWoommeen  n  &  &  CChhiilld  d  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt CC..CC..PPaattiill

HHoouussiinng  g  DDeeppaarrttmmeennt  t  ((IInncclluuddiinng  g  SSlluum  m  CClleeaarraanncce  e  BBooaarrdd)) VV.  .  SSoommaannnnaa

CCoo--ooppeerraattiioon  n  ((EExxcclluuddiinng  g  AAggrriiccuullttuurre  e  MMaarrkkeettiinngg)) LLaaxxmmaan  n  SSaannggaappppa  a  SSaavvaaddii

MMuunniicciippaalliittiieess,  ,  LLooccaal  l  BBooddiiees  s  aannd  d  PPuubblliic  c  EEnntteerrpprriisseess BBaallaacchhaannddrra  a  JJaarrkkiihhooll

FFiisshheerriieess,  ,  SScciieenncce  e  aannd  d  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy AAnnaannd  d  AAssnnoottiikkaarr

MMaasss  s  EEdduuccaattiioonn,  ,  PPuubblliic  c  LLiibbrraarriieess,  ,  SSmmaalll  l  SSaavviinnggs  s  aannd  d  LLootttteerriieess RReevvu  u  NNaaiik  k  BBeellaammggii

HHaajj,  ,  WWaakkf  f  aannd  d  MMiinnoorriitty  y  WWeellffaarree AAlli  i  KKhhaann
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FFoorreesst  t  DDeeppaarrttmmeennt  t  ffrroom  m  FFoorreesstt,,EEccoollooggy  y  &  &  EEnnvviioorrnnmmeennt  t  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt CC.  .  PP.  .  YYooggiisshhwwaarr

}}

BureaucratsBureaucrats

Deputy Commissioners are appointed as the highest officers to look after each Deputy Commissioners are appointed as the highest officers to look after each districtdistrict..

Karnataka Panchayat RajKarnataka Panchayat Raj

Panchayat Raj (Rule of Village Committee) system is a three-tier system in the state with elected bodies at thePanchayat Raj (Rule of Village Committee) system is a three-tier system in the state with elected bodies at the
Village, Taluk and District levels. It ensures greater participation of people and more effective implementation of Village, Taluk and District levels. It ensures greater participation of people and more effective implementation of 
rural development programmes. There will be a Grama Panchayat for a village or group of villages, a Taluk levelrural development programmes. There will be a Grama Panchayat for a village or group of villages, a Taluk level
and the Zilla Panchayat at the district level.and the Zilla Panchayat at the district level.

All the three institutions will have elected representatives and there is no provision for nomination by theAll the three institutions will have elected representatives and there is no provision for nomination by the
Government to any of these councils. Karnataka is the first in the country to enact new Panchayat Raj Act.Government to any of these councils. Karnataka is the first in the country to enact new Panchayat Raj Act.
Incorporating all provisions of 73rd Incorporating all provisions of 73rd Amendment to the Amendment to the ConstitutiConstitution.on.

ExecutiveExecutive

A district of an Indian state is an administrat, headed by a Deputy Commissioner or District Magistrate, an officerA district of an Indian state is an administrat, headed by a Deputy Commissioner or District Magistrate, an officer
belonging to the Indian Administrative Service. The district magistrate or the deputy commissioner is assisted by abelonging to the Indian Administrative Service. The district magistrate or the deputy commissioner is assisted by a
number of officers belonging to Karnataka Civil Service and other Karnataka state services.number of officers belonging to Karnataka Civil Service and other Karnataka state services.

A Deputy Commissioner of Police, an officer belonging to the Indian Police Service is entrusted with theA Deputy Commissioner of Police, an officer belonging to the Indian Police Service is entrusted with the
responsibility of maintaining law and order and related issues of the district. He is assisted by the officers of theresponsibility of maintaining law and order and related issues of the district. He is assisted by the officers of the
Karnataka Police Service and other Karnataka Police officials. A Deputy Conservator of Forests, an officerKarnataka Police Service and other Karnataka Police officials. A Deputy Conservator of Forests, an officer
belonging to the Indian Forest Service is responsible for managing the Forests, environment and wild-life relatedbelonging to the Indian Forest Service is responsible for managing the Forests, environment and wild-life related
issues of the district. He is assisted by the officers of the Karnataka Forest Service and other Karnataka Forestissues of the district. He is assisted by the officers of the Karnataka Forest Service and other Karnataka Forest
officials and Karnataka Wild-Life officials. Sectoral development is looked after by the district head of eachofficials and Karnataka Wild-Life officials. Sectoral development is looked after by the district head of each
development department such as PWD, Health, Education, Agriculture, Animal husbandry, etc. These officersdevelopment department such as PWD, Health, Education, Agriculture, Animal husbandry, etc. These officers
belong to the various State Services.belong to the various State Services.

Police AdministrationPolice Administration

The state is divided into 20 police districts, 77 sub-divisions, 178 circles, State Police consists of 20 police districts,The state is divided into 20 police districts, 77 sub-divisions, 178 circles, State Police consists of 20 police districts,
4 Police Commissioners at Bangalore, Mysore,Mangalore and Hubli-Dharwad cities, 77 sub-divisions, 178 circles,4 Police Commissioners at Bangalore, Mysore,Mangalore and Hubli-Dharwad cities, 77 sub-divisions, 178 circles,
696 police stations, and 317 696 police stations, and 317 police out-posts. There are six ranges viz., Central Range at Bangalore, Eastern Range atpolice out-posts. There are six ranges viz., Central Range at Bangalore, Eastern Range at
Davanagere, Northern Range at Gulbarga, Southern Range at Mysore and Western Range at Mangalore. TheDavanagere, Northern Range at Gulbarga, Southern Range at Mysore and Western Range at Mangalore. The
Government Railway Police is headed by a Government Railway Police is headed by a D.I.G. of Police.D.I.G. of Police.[4][4]

Units that assist the state in law and order include Criminal Investigation Department (Forest Cell, Anti-Dowry Cell,Units that assist the state in law and order include Criminal Investigation Department (Forest Cell, Anti-Dowry Cell,
etc.), Dog Squad, Civil Rights Enforcement Wing, Police Wireless and Police Motor Transport Organization andetc.), Dog Squad, Civil Rights Enforcement Wing, Police Wireless and Police Motor Transport Organization and
Special units. Also Village Defence Parties protect persons and property in the village and assist the police whenSpecial units. Also Village Defence Parties protect persons and property in the village and assist the police when
necessary. The Police force is at times supplemented by Home necessary. The Police force is at times supplemented by Home Guards.Guards.
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PoliticsPolitics

Karnataka politics is dominated by the Indian National Congress (INC), Janata Dal (Secular) (JDS) and theKarnataka politics is dominated by the Indian National Congress (INC), Janata Dal (Secular) (JDS) and the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

The previous government was a coalition government of JDS and BJP. The Chief Minister for an initial term of 20The previous government was a coalition government of JDS and BJP. The Chief Minister for an initial term of 20
months was H. D. Kumaraswamy of JDS and the post was supposed to subsequently be transferred to BJP's B. S.months was H. D. Kumaraswamy of JDS and the post was supposed to subsequently be transferred to BJP's B. S.
Yeddyurappa. A political fall out due to the failure in transfer of power to Yedurappa broke the coalition. The stateYeddyurappa. A political fall out due to the failure in transfer of power to Yedurappa broke the coalition. The state
was then under President's rule until the elections in May 2008. As was then under President's rule until the elections in May 2008. As a result of the BJP victory in those a result of the BJP victory in those elections B. S.elections B. S.
Yeddyurappa became chief minister of Yeddyurappa became chief minister of Karnataka.Karnataka.

ElectionsElections

Last Assembly elections: Karnataka state assembly elections, 2008Last Assembly elections: Karnataka state assembly elections, 2008

FootnotesFootnotes

[1][1] "Stati"Statistics - stics - KarnataKarnataka statka state" (htte" (http:/ p:/  /  / karnatakaforest.karnatakaforest.gov.gov.in/ in/ English/ English/ forest_glance/ forest_glance/ forest_at_glance.forest_at_glance. htm).htm). Online webpage of the Forest Online webpage of the Forest 

 Department  Department . Government of Karnataka. . Retrieved 2007-06-04.. Government of Karnataka. . Retrieved 2007-06-04.
[2][2] A JayaramA Jayaram. "Council po. "Council polls may not gills may not give Congresve Congress majorits majority" (http:/ y" (http:/  /  / www.www.hinduonnet.hinduonnet.com/ com/ thehindu/ thehindu/ 2002/ 2002/ 05/ 05/ 31/ 31/ stories/ stories/ 

2002053104000400.2002053104000400. htm).htm). Online Edition of The Online Edition of The Hindu, dated 2002-05-31Hindu, dated 2002-05-31. 2002, The Hindu. . Retrieved 2007-06-04.. 2002, The Hindu. . Retrieved 2007-06-04.
[3][3] "Karnat"Karnataka Leaka Legislatigislative Counve Council" (hcil" (http:/ ttp:/  /  / legislativebodiesinindia.legislativebodiesinindia. gov.gov.in/ in/ States/ States/ kanataka/ kanataka/ karnatakacouncil-w.karnatakacouncil-w. htm).htm). Online webpage of Online webpage of 

 Legislative bodes in  Legislative bodes in IndiaIndia. Government of India. . Retrieved 2007-06-04.. Government of India. . Retrieved 2007-06-04.
[4][4] karnatakastatepolice.org - de karnatakastatepolice.org - de beste bron van beste bron van informatie over karnataka informatie over karnataka state police. Deze state police. Deze website is te website is te koop! (http:/ koop! (http:/  /  / www.www.

karnatakastatepolice.karnatakastatepolice. org/ org/ First.First.htm)htm)
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Lakes in BangaloreLakes in Bangalore

Sun rise at Ulsoor LakeSun rise at Ulsoor Lake

Lakes in BangaloreLakes in Bangalore city (Kannada:city (Kannada:ಬೆಂಗಳೂರುಬೆಂಗಳೂರು) ) inin

Karnataka are numerous, and there are no rivers closeKarnataka are numerous, and there are no rivers close
by.by.[1][1] Most lakes in the Bangalore region wereMost lakes in the Bangalore region were
constructed in the Sixteenth century by damming theconstructed in the Sixteenth century by damming the
natural valley systemsnatural valley systems[2][2] by constructing bunds.by constructing bunds.

The effect of urbanization has taken some heavy toll onThe effect of urbanization has taken some heavy toll on
the Beautiful lakes in Bangalorethe Beautiful lakes in Bangalore [3][3]. The lakes in the. The lakes in the
city have been largely encroached for urbancity have been largely encroached for urban
infrastructure and as result, in the heart of the city onlyinfrastructure and as result, in the heart of the city only
17 good lakes exist as against 51 healthy lakes in17 good lakes exist as against 51 healthy lakes in
1985.1985.[4][4] Urban development has caused 16 lakesUrban development has caused 16 lakes
getting converted to bus stands, Golf courses,getting converted to bus stands, Golf courses,
playgrounds and residential colonies, and few tanksplaygrounds and residential colonies, and few tanks
were breached under the malaria eradicationwere breached under the malaria eradication
programme.programme.[5][5] [6][6]

In recent years, the Management of Lakes traditionallyIn recent years, the Management of Lakes traditionally
done by the government agencies witnesseddone by the government agencies witnessed
experimentation by the Lake Development Authorityexperimentation by the Lake Development Authority
with a limited publicwith a limited public – –private sector participation inprivate sector participation in
respect of three lakes, which has proved controversialrespect of three lakes, which has proved controversial
and resulted in almost a and resulted in almost a reversal of the policy.reversal of the policy.[7][7]

HistoryHistory

The earliest history of creation of lakes in and around the city is traced to the founders of Bangalore or BengaluruThe earliest history of creation of lakes in and around the city is traced to the founders of Bangalore or Bengaluru
 – –the Kempe Gowdasthe Kempe Gowdas – – in the Sixteenth century and later by in the Sixteenth century and later by the Wodeyars of Mysore Kingdom the Wodeyars of Mysore Kingdom and the British.and the British.[7][7]

Most of the lakes and tanks were man made for purposes of drinking water, irrigation and fishing needs and theyMost of the lakes and tanks were man made for purposes of drinking water, irrigation and fishing needs and they
have also favorably influenced microclimate of the city. pollution The lake waters have also served ashave also favorably influenced microclimate of the city. pollution The lake waters have also served as ““DhobhiDhobhi
GhatsGhats”” or places where washeror places where washer – –men (men (‘‘dhobisdhobis’’ is the locale usage in India), have traditionally used them as a meansis the locale usage in India), have traditionally used them as a means
of livelihood for washing clothes and drying them. The of livelihood for washing clothes and drying them. The lakes have also served to replenish ground water resources inlakes have also served to replenish ground water resources in
the vicinity, which are tapped through wells for drinking water.the vicinity, which are tapped through wells for drinking water.[7][7]

In the 1960s the number of tanks and lakes was 280 and less than 80 in 1993. Until 1895 unfiltered water wasIn the 1960s the number of tanks and lakes was 280 and less than 80 in 1993. Until 1895 unfiltered water was
supplied from tanks like Dharmambudhi (present day supplied from tanks like Dharmambudhi (present day Bus station), Millers tank (Area opposite Cantonment railwayBus station), Millers tank (Area opposite Cantonment railway
station), Sankey and Ulsoor tanks. From 1896 water was supplied from Hessarghtta and from 1933 it was alsostation), Sankey and Ulsoor tanks. From 1896 water was supplied from Hessarghtta and from 1933 it was also
obtained from Thippagondanahalli. In the 1970s the scheme to pump water from the Cauvery river 100 kilometresobtained from Thippagondanahalli. In the 1970s the scheme to pump water from the Cauvery river 100 kilometres
away was begun. The water needed to be away was begun. The water needed to be raised up by 500 metres. The water demand in 2001 was raised up by 500 metres. The water demand in 2001 was 750 million litres750 million litres
per day and the actual supply is only 570 million litres per day and the per capita usage is about 105 litres per day.per day and the actual supply is only 570 million litres per day and the per capita usage is about 105 litres per day.
The national standard is 150 litres per day The national standard is 150 litres per day while the international standard is 200 litres per capita per day.while the international standard is 200 litres per capita per day.[8][8]
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Encroachment of LakesEncroachment of Lakes

Most of the lakes have vanished due to encroachment and construction activity for urban infrastructure expansion.Most of the lakes have vanished due to encroachment and construction activity for urban infrastructure expansion.
The city once had 280-285 lakes of which 7 cannot be traced, 7 are reduced to small pools of water, 18 have beenThe city once had 280-285 lakes of which 7 cannot be traced, 7 are reduced to small pools of water, 18 have been
unauthorisedly encroached by slums and private parties, 14 have dried up unauthorisedly encroached by slums and private parties, 14 have dried up and are leased out and are leased out by the Government. 28by the Government. 28
lakes have been lakes have been used by the used by the Bangalore Development Authority to distribute sites and build extensions for residentialBangalore Development Authority to distribute sites and build extensions for residential
areas. The remaining lakes are in fairly advanced state of areas. The remaining lakes are in fairly advanced state of deterioratdeterioration.ion.[9][9]

Dharmambudhi, Sampangi and KoramangalaDharmambudhi, Sampangi and Koramangala
lakes visible on 1924 map.lakes visible on 1924 map.

Some of the Some of the major lakes that disappeared over the years are major lakes that disappeared over the years are [10][11]:[10][11]:

•• ShoolShoolay lay lake ake changchanged ed to to FootFootball ball stadstadiumium
•• AkkitAkkithimmahimmanhallnhalli lake chi lake changed tanged to Corpoo Corporatiration Hockeon Hockey stadiy stadiumum
•• SampaSampangi lngi lake chake changed anged to Kato Kanteenteerava Srava Sportports Comps Complexlex
•• DharmDharmanbudanbudhi lahi lake chake changed tnged to Kempo Kempegowdegowda Bus Sa Bus Statitationon

•• ChallChallaghataghatta lata lake chanke changed to Kged to Karnatarnataka Golaka Golf Assf Associatociationion
•• KoramKoramangalangala lake cha lake changed tanged to Natio National Gaonal Games Commes Complex in Eplex in Ejipujipurara
•• SidSiddikdikattatte Lake Lake has noe has now becw become Kome KR MarR Marketket
•• KarKaranjanji tai tank is nk is the Gthe Gandandhi Bhi Bazaazar arr areaea
•• KempaKempambudhi mbudhi is nis now a ow a sewersewerage cage colleollectioction tan tanknk
•• NagasNagashetthettihalihalli lli lake chake changed anged to Spto Space dace departepartmentment
•• KadugKadugondanaondanahallhalli laki lake change changed to Amed to Ambedkabedkar Medir Medical Cocal Collellegege

•• DomDomlur lur laklake che changanged ted to BDo BDA laA layouyoutt
•• MillMillers lers lake chaake changed tnged to Guru No Guru Nanak Bhanak Bhavan, avan, BadmiBadminton Snton Staditadiumum
•• SubhaSubhashnagshnagar lar lake cake changehanged to d to ResiResidentdential ial layolayoutut
•• KurubKurubaraharahalli alli lake lake changchanged to Red to Residesidentiential lal layoutayout
•• KodihKodihalli alli lake lake changchanged ted to Reso Residenidential tial layolayoutut
•• SiniSinivaigvaigalu lalu lake cake changehanged to d to ResiResidentdential ial layolayoutut
•• MarenMarenahalahalli lli lake cake changehanged to d to ResiResidentdential ial layolayoutut
•• ShivShivanahaanahalli lli lake lake changchanged to Ped to Playglaygroundround, Bus , Bus stanstandd
•• ChenaChenamma tanmma tank changek changed to a buriad to a burial grounl ground, Banad, Banashanshankari 2nkari 2nd Staged Stage
•• PuttPuttennahennahalli alli tank ctank changehanged to Jd to J.P. .P. Nagar Nagar 6th P6th Phasehase
•• JakkaJakkarayarayanakernakere is ce is converonverted ited into a snto a sportports grous groundnd
•• KamakKamakshipshipalya Lalya Lake iake is convs converteerted intd into a spoo a sports grts groundround
•• BaalBaalayyanayyana Kere (ka Kere (kamaksamakshipahipalya) ilya) is conves converted irted into a spornto a sports grots groundund
•• DasarDasarahalahalli tanli tank is convek is converted irted into Dr. Bnto Dr. B.R Ambe.R Ambedkar Sdkar Staditadiumum
•• KaikoKaikondrandrahallhalli lake ii lake is now an apars now an apartmentment complt complex (SJex (SJR wateR watermarkrmark))

Topography and HydrologyTopography and Hydrology

The topographiThe topographic setting of the cc setting of the city has radial slopes towards east and west with a smooth ridge running north toity has radial slopes towards east and west with a smooth ridge running north to
south; rainfall over the ridge area gets divided and flows east or west into the three gentle slopes and valleys of south; rainfall over the ridge area gets divided and flows east or west into the three gentle slopes and valleys of 
KoramangalaKoramangala – –ChallagattChallagatta, Hebbal and a, Hebbal and VrishabavathiVrishabavathi. Doddabettahalli 1062 m (3484.3 ft) . Doddabettahalli 1062 m (3484.3 ft) is the highest point on is the highest point on thisthis
ridge. These naturally undulating terrain of hills and valleys, lends itself perfectly to the development of lakes thatridge. These naturally undulating terrain of hills and valleys, lends itself perfectly to the development of lakes that
can capture and store rainwater. Small streams are formed by each valley starting with the ridge at the top. A seriescan capture and store rainwater. Small streams are formed by each valley starting with the ridge at the top. A series
of shallow tanks varying in size are developed. The gentle topography has also good potential of ground waterof shallow tanks varying in size are developed. The gentle topography has also good potential of ground water
development.development.[12][12] [13][13]

Water resources are important for urban areas as they provide for a wide range of uses.Water resources are important for urban areas as they provide for a wide range of uses. [14][14] Bangalore, with annualBangalore, with annual
rainfall of 900 mm (3.0 ft) with three different rainy seasons covering nine months of the rainfall of 900 mm (3.0 ft) with three different rainy seasons covering nine months of the year. June to October is theyear. June to October is the
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rainy season accounting for 64% of the total annual rainfall in the S-W monsoon period and 324 mm (1.1 ft)duringrainy season accounting for 64% of the total annual rainfall in the S-W monsoon period and 324 mm (1.1 ft)during
the Nthe N – –E monsoons (NovemberE monsoons (November – – December.).December.).[13][13] It has a salubrious climate with an annual mean It has a salubrious climate with an annual mean temperature of 24temperature of 24
°C (75.2 °F) with extremes ranging from 37 °C (98.6 °F) to 15 °C (59.0 °F) .°C (75.2 °F) with extremes ranging from 37 °C (98.6 °F) to 15 °C (59.0 °F) . [12][12] [15][15] The streams between ridges andThe streams between ridges and
valleys have been dammed at suitable locations creating a cascade of reservoirs in each of the three valley systems.valleys have been dammed at suitable locations creating a cascade of reservoirs in each of the three valley systems.
Each lake stores rain water from its catchments with excess flows spilling downstream into the next lake in theEach lake stores rain water from its catchments with excess flows spilling downstream into the next lake in the
cascade.cascade.[12][12] The storm water runs off through The storm water runs off through drains only. These drains often carry sewage in it, which drains only. These drains often carry sewage in it, which results in theresults in the
lakes getting polluted. Many lakes have reportedly springs at the lakes getting polluted. Many lakes have reportedly springs at the bottom of the lakes, some bottom of the lakes, some of which are stated to of which are stated to bebe
choked due to silt, which also feed the lakes.choked due to silt, which also feed the lakes.[13][13] [16][16]

The dependence on lakes, tanks, ponds, wells and other sources, in the past for supply of raw water to the city wasThe dependence on lakes, tanks, ponds, wells and other sources, in the past for supply of raw water to the city was
dede – –linked with treated supplies arranged from river based schemes such as the "Chamarajendra Water Works"linked with treated supplies arranged from river based schemes such as the "Chamarajendra Water Works"
(Hesaraghatta Lake) built in 1894 and the "Chamarajasagar Reservoir" at T G Halli across the Arkavathy River in(Hesaraghatta Lake) built in 1894 and the "Chamarajasagar Reservoir" at T G Halli across the Arkavathy River in
1933 and subsequent sourcing from 1933 and subsequent sourcing from the Cauvery River schemes.the Cauvery River schemes.[15][15]

List of lakesList of lakes

Further information: BangaloreFurther information: Bangalore

Of the several freshwater lakes and water tanks, the notable are the Madiwala Lake, the Hebbal Lake, the UlsoorOf the several freshwater lakes and water tanks, the notable are the Madiwala Lake, the Hebbal Lake, the Ulsoor
Lake and the Sankey Tank.Lake and the Sankey Tank.

Many lakes in Bangalore are filled with weeds. View of the HebbalMany lakes in Bangalore are filled with weeds. View of the Hebbal
lake before restorationlake before restoration

Notable lakes in Bangalore are:Notable lakes in Bangalore are:

•• BellBellandur andur Lake Lake - Th- The lae largesrgest lat lake in ke in the cthe city,ity,
situated to the southeast.situated to the southeast.

•• UlsooUlsoor lakr lake - Sie - Situattuated in ed in HalaHalasuru nsuru near M G ear M G Road.Road.
FacilitiFacilities for boating, es for boating, park, children's play area,park, children's play area,
fountains, Ganesha Chaturthi immersion place.fountains, Ganesha Chaturthi immersion place.

•• SankeSankey tay tank - nk - RenovRenovated ated latelately. ly. park, park, GanesGaneshaha
Chaturthi immersion place, jogging area.Chaturthi immersion place, jogging area.

•• MadiwMadiwala ala Lake Lake - On- One of e of the bthe biggesiggest lat lakes. kes. ParkPark,,
children's play area are there.children's play area are there.

•• LalbLalbagh lagh lake ake - S- Situaituated ted in Lin Lalbagalbagh gah gardenrden..
•• PuPuttttenenahahalalli Lli Lakakee
•• VeVengngaaiihnhnakakereree
•• JaJargrgananhahalllli li lakakee

•• NaNagagavavarra la laakeke
•• AAggaarra  a  llaakkee
•• KeKempmpamambubudhdhi Li Lakakee

Other lakes in Bangalore are Allalasandra, Attur Lake, BTM Lake, Chinnappannahalli, Doddanekundi, Kalkere,Other lakes in Bangalore are Allalasandra, Attur Lake, BTM Lake, Chinnappannahalli, Doddanekundi, Kalkere,
Kowdenhalli, Keravanhalli, Karithimmanhalli, Kaikondanahalli, Kodigenahalli, Mahadevpura, Uttarahalli,Kowdenhalli, Keravanhalli, Karithimmanhalli, Kaikondanahalli, Kodigenahalli, Mahadevpura, Uttarahalli,
Doraikere, DipanjaliDoraikere, Dipanjali, Malgan , Malgan and Yelahanka.and Yelahanka.

Status of two of Status of two of the centrally located lakes, namely, the Ulsoor Lake and the centrally located lakes, namely, the Ulsoor Lake and the Sankey tank, which have the Sankey tank, which have been restoredbeen restored
by the Forest Department of the by the Forest Department of the State, are elaborated in the following sections.State, are elaborated in the following sections.
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Flora and faunaFlora and fauna

A bird flying over Hesaraghatta Lake inA bird flying over Hesaraghatta Lake in
BangaloreBangalore

The lakes in Bangalore are rich in flora and fauna (some species areThe lakes in Bangalore are rich in flora and fauna (some species are
pictured in the pictured in the gallery) biodiversitgallery) biodiversity.y.[12][12]

VegetationVegetation

Lake vegetation comprise: typha, lily, nelumbo, algae, tapegrassLake vegetation comprise: typha, lily, nelumbo, algae, tapegrass
(Vallisneria spiralis), mosses, ferns, reeds and rushes(Vallisneria spiralis), mosses, ferns, reeds and rushes
(Juncaceae)(Juncaceae)

AvifaunaAvifauna

The birds recorded are: Purple Moorhen also known as PurpleThe birds recorded are: Purple Moorhen also known as Purple
Swamphen, Pheasant-taileSwamphen, Pheasant-tailed d Jacana, Cormorants, Brahminy Kite,Jacana, Cormorants, Brahminy Kite,
Darter, Kingfishers, Weaver birds (Ploceidae), Purple HeronDarter, Kingfishers, Weaver birds (Ploceidae), Purple Heron
(Ardea purpurea), Grey Herons, Indian Pond Herons, Dab Chicks, Coots and Teals (Anas crecca) can be found(Ardea purpurea), Grey Herons, Indian Pond Herons, Dab Chicks, Coots and Teals (Anas crecca) can be found
here.here.

LimnologyLimnology

The lakes are rich in the The lakes are rich in the following fish species. Common Carp, Grass Carp, catlafollowing fish species. Common Carp, Grass Carp, catla, Rohu, Ompok bimaculatus,, Rohu, Ompok bimaculatus,
Notopteris notopteris, Anguilla bicolor bicolor (Indonesian shortfin eel), Puntius ticto (Ticto barb), PuntiusNotopteris notopteris, Anguilla bicolor bicolor (Indonesian shortfin eel), Puntius ticto (Ticto barb), Puntius
dorsalis, Tilapia Sp. and dorsalis, Tilapia Sp. and Cirrhinus mrigalaiCirrhinus mrigalai

FaunaFauna

The fauna recorded The fauna recorded are: Freshwater Turtles (Terrapin)are: Freshwater Turtles (Terrapin), Frogs, Naids, Crabs, Molluscs and , Frogs, Naids, Crabs, Molluscs and many more species.many more species.

Status of lakesStatus of lakes

Ulsoor lake, seen from Utility Building in MGUlsoor lake, seen from Utility Building in MG
Road.Road.

The lakes of the city have been largely encroached for urbanThe lakes of the city have been largely encroached for urban
infrastructure, and as result, in the heart of the city only 17 good lakesinfrastructure, and as result, in the heart of the city only 17 good lakes
exist as against 51 healthy lakes in 1985. According to a scientificexist as against 51 healthy lakes in 1985. According to a scientific
study carried out by the Centre for Ecological Sciences (CES), Indianstudy carried out by the Centre for Ecological Sciences (CES), Indian
Institute of Science, Bangalore, the water bodies of the city haveInstitute of Science, Bangalore, the water bodies of the city have
reduced from 3.40 per cent (2324 ha (5742.7 acres)) in 1973 to justreduced from 3.40 per cent (2324 ha (5742.7 acres)) in 1973 to just
about 1.47 per cent (1005 ha (2483.4 acres)) in 2005 with built up areaabout 1.47 per cent (1005 ha (2483.4 acres)) in 2005 with built up area
during the corresponding period increasing to 45.19 per cent (30476 haduring the corresponding period increasing to 45.19 per cent (30476 ha
(75307.8 acres)) from 27.30 per cent (18650 ha (46085.2 acres)). The(75307.8 acres)) from 27.30 per cent (18650 ha (46085.2 acres)). The
adverse results of such large change are adverse results of such large change are reported to be:reported to be:[4][4]

•• FreFrequequent nt flfloodooding ing and and micmicroro – –climatic changes in the cityclimatic changes in the city

•• UndesUndesirabirable imle impact opact on the din the diversversity of ity of florflora and faa and faunauna
•• DecreDecrease ase in tin the nhe number umber of mof migraigratory tory birdbirdss
•• FishFishing comming communitunity and washey and washer-men wir-men will be robbell be robbed of their lid of their livelivelihoodhood

A recent study says A recent study says most of the bangalore lakes are most of the bangalore lakes are toxic with very less dissolved oxygen.toxic with very less dissolved oxygen.[17][17]
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ManagementManagement

Historically lakes in the Bangalore region were managed by a plethora of government agencies such as the ForestHistorically lakes in the Bangalore region were managed by a plethora of government agencies such as the Forest
Department, Minor Irrigation Department, Horticulture Department, Public Works Department (PWD), BangaloreDepartment, Minor Irrigation Department, Horticulture Department, Public Works Department (PWD), Bangalore
Mahanagara Palike (BMP), Bangalore Development Authority (BDA), Tourism Department, City MunicipalMahanagara Palike (BMP), Bangalore Development Authority (BDA), Tourism Department, City Municipal
Councils and Panchayats; each organization claiming its own jurisdiction of ownership and maintenance rightsCouncils and Panchayats; each organization claiming its own jurisdiction of ownership and maintenance rights
resulting in a resulting in a deficient, inconsisdeficient, inconsistent and uncoordinated approach.tent and uncoordinated approach.[7][7]

A recent view of the Sankey tank restored fullyA recent view of the Sankey tank restored fully

Expert Committees set up by the Karnataka Government, sinceExpert Committees set up by the Karnataka Government, since
1986, highlighted the failure of the various bodies maintaining1986, highlighted the failure of the various bodies maintaining
lakes in protecting them and also lakes in protecting them and also suggested that:.suggested that:.[18][18]

•• ExisExisting tting tanks noanks not be brt be breacheeached but rd but retaietained as wned as water ater bodiebodiess
•• EffoEfforts shrts should be maould be made to ensde to ensure thaure that the tant the tanks are not pks are not polluollutedted

by discharge of effluent and industrial wastesby discharge of effluent and industrial wastes
•• PrevPrevent sient siltinlting up of the tag up of the tanks by offnks by offshore dshore develoevelopment tpment throughroughh

tree planting and also removal of tree planting and also removal of encroachmentsencroachments
•• BreaBreached Tached Tanks not nks not be used fbe used for foror formatimation of sion of sites butes but shout should beld be

used to create tree parksused to create tree parks

•• De-weDe-weed aed all ll tanks tanks and dand develevelop aop aquatiquatic lc lifeife
•• The tank arThe tank areas where teas where there are no here are no atchkat (aatchkat (agricultural gricultural land) should land) should be transfbe transferred to terred to the Forest he Forest Department Department forfor

developing tree parks/foreshore tree planting and formation of developing tree parks/foreshore tree planting and formation of regional parksregional parks
•• Encroachments Encroachments on tank areas on tank areas by the Bangalby the Bangalore Development ore Development Authority Authority / Bangalore / Bangalore City CorporCity Corporation / ation / MinorMinor

Irrigation Department to be removedIrrigation Department to be removed
•• Monitoring of Monitoring of progress of progress of all the all the above activitabove activities by the ies by the Forest DepaForest Department, Bartment, Bangalore Develngalore Development Authoriopment Authority,ty,

Bangalore City Corporation, Minor Irrigation Department, Bangalore Water Supply an Bangalore City Corporation, Minor Irrigation Department, Bangalore Water Supply an Sewerage Board andSewerage Board and
Town Planning DepartmentTown Planning Department

•• Bangalore WatBangalore Water Supply er Supply and Sewerage and Sewerage Board to be Board to be entrusted entrusted with the with the responsibiliresponsibility for tty for the maintenance he maintenance of waterof water
bodies in a clean and safe conditionbodies in a clean and safe condition

•• Examine possiExamine possibility of bility of construction construction of more taof more tanks along the nks along the natural valnatural valleys with leys with surplus runofsurplus runoff and implf and implemented.emented.

A Public Interest Litigation was also filed in July 1985 citing the recommendations of the Expert Committee forA Public Interest Litigation was also filed in July 1985 citing the recommendations of the Expert Committee for
implementatiimplementation and on and the High Court duly the High Court duly directed the Government of Karnataka to take directed the Government of Karnataka to take immediate steps for acting onimmediate steps for acting on
the recommendations. The Government initiated action to establish a separate authority to address the problem of the recommendations. The Government initiated action to establish a separate authority to address the problem of 
lakes and implement the recommendations of the Expert Committee and the Lake Development Authority was thuslakes and implement the recommendations of the Expert Committee and the Lake Development Authority was thus
established in July 2002.established in July 2002.[18][18]

Lake Development AuthorityLake Development Authority

The Government of Karnataka, following the directive of The The Government of Karnataka, following the directive of The Honourable High Court of Karnataka and Honourable High Court of Karnataka and consideringconsidering
the unchecked deterioration of lakes in and around Bangalore and keeping in line with their critical role inthe unchecked deterioration of lakes in and around Bangalore and keeping in line with their critical role in
maintaining healthy environs and recharging of ground water, set up the maintaining healthy environs and recharging of ground water, set up the Lake Development Authority (LDA) in JulyLake Development Authority (LDA) in July
2002 as a 2002 as a registered societregistered society under the y under the Karnataka SocietiKarnataka Societies Registration Act, 1959, as a non-profit organization and aes Registration Act, 1959, as a non-profit organization and a
parapara – –statal body with a mandate of statal body with a mandate of 

working solely for the regeneration and conservation of lakes in and around Bangalore city withinworking solely for the regeneration and conservation of lakes in and around Bangalore city within

 BMRDA jurisdiction in the first instance, would be extended to other parts of Karnataka subsequently. BMRDA jurisdiction in the first instance, would be extended to other parts of Karnataka subsequently.

A Governing Council and other groups have been set up for the smooth functioning of the LDA. LDAA Governing Council and other groups have been set up for the smooth functioning of the LDA. LDA’’s jurisdictions jurisdiction
has been extended, in July 2003, to cover other city corporations and town municipalities in the State.has been extended, in July 2003, to cover other city corporations and town municipalities in the State. [18][18] TheThe
Authority is high powered body headed by a Chairman who is the Chief Secretary, Government of Karnataka,Authority is high powered body headed by a Chairman who is the Chief Secretary, Government of Karnataka,
Additional Chief Secretary, Government of Karnataka as Vice-Chairman, with a Chief Executive Officer, LakeAdditional Chief Secretary, Government of Karnataka as Vice-Chairman, with a Chief Executive Officer, Lake
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Development Authority as Member Secretary with other members drawn from Planning, Science and TechnologyDevelopment Authority as Member Secretary with other members drawn from Planning, Science and Technology
Department , Forest, Ecology and Environment Department, Finance Department, Information and TourismDepartment , Forest, Ecology and Environment Department, Finance Department, Information and Tourism
Department, Urban Development Department, Minor Irrigation Department. Animal Husbandry and FisheriesDepartment, Urban Development Department, Minor Irrigation Department. Animal Husbandry and Fisheries
Department all at the level of Principal Secretaries to the State Govt, Director, NRCD, as representative from MOEF,Department all at the level of Principal Secretaries to the State Govt, Director, NRCD, as representative from MOEF,
Government of India, The Secretary (Environment & Ecology), Department of Forest, Ecology and Environment,Government of India, The Secretary (Environment & Ecology), Department of Forest, Ecology and Environment,
the Secretary to the Secretary to Government (HorticulturGovernment (Horticulture) Agriculture and e) Agriculture and HorticultuHorticulture Department, Chairmen of re Department, Chairmen of Karnataka StateKarnataka State
Pollution Control Board and Bangalore Water Supply & Sewerage Board and Commissioners of BangalorePollution Control Board and Bangalore Water Supply & Sewerage Board and Commissioners of Bangalore
Mahanagara Palike and Mahanagara Palike and Bangalore Development Authority.Bangalore Development Authority.[18][18]

View of lake in Lal Bagh.View of lake in Lal Bagh.

The defined charter of functions of the The defined charter of functions of the LDA is:.LDA is:.[7][7]

•• RestRestorinoring lakes and fag lakes and facilcilitatitation of resion of restoratoration of deption of depletileting groundng ground
water table.water table.

•• DiveDivertinrting/trg/treatieating sewagng sewage to generae to generate altte alternaternative souive sources of rarces of raww
water and preventing contamination of water and preventing contamination of underground aquifers fromunderground aquifers from
wastewater.wastewater.

•• EnviEnvironmeronmental ntal ImpacImpact t AsseAssessmenssment t studistudieses
•• EnviEnvironmeronmental mntal mappinapping and GIS mag and GIS mappinpping of lakeg of lakes and surrs and surroundioundingng

areas.areas.

•• ImprImproving anoving and cread creating hating habitabitat for watt for water birer birds and wilds and wild plantd plants.s.
Reducing sullage and Reducing sullage and non-point water impacts.non-point water impacts.

•• Improving urban Improving urban sanitatiosanitation and health n and health condition escondition especially of pecially of the weaker the weaker sections lsections living close iving close to the lakto the lakes.es.
•• ImImppououndndiing ng rrunun – –off water to ensure recharge of off water to ensure recharge of ground water aquifers and revival of bore ground water aquifers and revival of bore wells.wells.
•• MonitMonitorinoring and mag and managemnagement of went of water ater qualiquality and lty and lake ecake ecologyology..
•• UtilUtilisinising the lakg the lake for the for the purpose purpose of educae of education ation and tournd tourism.ism.
•• CommunCommunity partity participicipatioation and public awaren and public awareness progness programmerammes for lake consers for lake conservativation.on.

The LDA initially identified 2,789 large, medium and small lakes within Bangalore Metropolitan RegionalThe LDA initially identified 2,789 large, medium and small lakes within Bangalore Metropolitan Regional
Development Authority (BMRDA) limits including 608 within the limits of Bangalore Development AuthorityDevelopment Authority (BMRDA) limits including 608 within the limits of Bangalore Development Authority
(BDA) to take remedial and restoration measures. The Authority sought financial support from various funding(BDA) to take remedial and restoration measures. The Authority sought financial support from various funding
agencies to implement identified activities. Several organizations and funding agencies have been involved inagencies to implement identified activities. Several organizations and funding agencies have been involved in
restoration of lakes in Bangalore and the activity has been coordinated by the Lake Development Authority. Therestoration of lakes in Bangalore and the activity has been coordinated by the Lake Development Authority. The
details are:details are:[19][19]

•• WiWith th fufundndining fg frorom Im Indndoo – –Norwegian Environment Programme (INEP), the Hebbal Lake, Madivala Norwegian Environment Programme (INEP), the Hebbal Lake, Madivala Lake andLake and
Dodda Bommasandra Lake have been Dodda Bommasandra Lake have been restored by the Forest Department of the staterestored by the Forest Department of the state

•• The NatioThe National Lake nal Lake Conservation Conservation Programme (Programme (NLCP) undeNLCP) under the r the Ministry Ministry of Envirof Environment and onment and Forests,Forests,
Government of India Government of India have funded restoration works of have funded restoration works of Vengaihnakere, JaraganahalVengaihnakere, Jaraganahallili – – Sarakki and NagavaraSarakki and Nagavara
lakes implemented by the Forest Department of the statelakes implemented by the Forest Department of the state

•• The BangalorThe Bangalore Mahanagara e Mahanagara Palike Palike (BMP) or (BMP) or the Bangalthe Bangalore Citore City Municipal y Municipal Corporation Corporation has carrihas carried outed out
restoration works of the Yediyur Lake, the Kempambudi Lake, the restoration works of the Yediyur Lake, the Kempambudi Lake, the Ulsoor Lake, the Sankey tank, the TavarekereUlsoor Lake, the Sankey tank, the Tavarekere
and the Byrasandra (Jayanagar) Lake.and the Byrasandra (Jayanagar) Lake.

Apart from the above Apart from the above lakes, LDA is coordinating lake restoration works, outside the Bangalore city, in lakes, LDA is coordinating lake restoration works, outside the Bangalore city, in other parts of other parts of 
the state with funding from the the state with funding from the National Lake Conservation Programme (NLCPNational Lake Conservation Programme (NLCP))
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PrivatizationPrivatization

In 2004, the LDA began a process of "public-private participation" where private companies bid for the lakes toIn 2004, the LDA began a process of "public-private participation" where private companies bid for the lakes to
““develop and maintaindevelop and maintain”” them for the next 15 years with the specified Terms of Reference. The tender specified thethem for the next 15 years with the specified Terms of Reference. The tender specified the
following Terms of Reference.following Terms of Reference.[7][7]

•• Desilting, Desilting, dredging, dredging, sewage sewage diversions, diversions, constructed constructed wetland, wetland, bio-remedial bio-remedial measuresmeasures
•• ConstConstructruction of waion of water trter treatmeeatment plannt plants, chts, chain liain link fencnk fencinging

This was to be This was to be followed by beautification of lakes through:followed by beautification of lakes through:

•• LaLandndscscapapining and gag and gardrdeneniningg
•• ForForesheshore ore and iand islsland dand deveeveloplopmenmentt
•• CreCreatiation of ton of tree pree parkarks, Ros, Rock gack garderdensns
•• WalWalkwakways, Jys, Joggogging paing path, cth, cyclyclining trag trackck
•• FouFountantainsins, Ch, Chilildredren pln play aay arearea
•• EleElectrctrifiificatcation for ilion for illumluminainatitionon
•• BBooaat  jt  jeettttyy
•• Eco Eco frifriendendly ly resrestautauranrantsts
•• Urban (jUrban (joy) fishoy) fishing, biing, bird watchrd watching, Buting, Butterfterfly Parkly Park, aviari, aviaries and boaties and boatingng

The following lakes were leased out to private parties; the Hebbal Lake to E.I.H, the Nagavara Lake to LumbiniThe following lakes were leased out to private parties; the Hebbal Lake to E.I.H, the Nagavara Lake to Lumbini
Gardens and the Venkanayakere to Gardens and the Venkanayakere to ParC Ltd out of ParC Ltd out of which the first two were which the first two were initialinitially allotted.ly allotted.[7][7] In May 2006, LDAIn May 2006, LDA
leased out the Hebbal Lake, one of the largest lakes in Bangalore, to East India Hotels (the Oberoi group) for aleased out the Hebbal Lake, one of the largest lakes in Bangalore, to East India Hotels (the Oberoi group) for a
period of 15 years for an period of 15 years for an annual lease amount of Rs. 72,10,000 (about US$ 1.44 million) and an annual lease amount of Rs. 72,10,000 (about US$ 1.44 million) and an annual escalation of annual escalation of 
1.5% in the 1.5% in the amount and an amount and an Investment of Rs.16,75,00,000 (about US$0.34 million) with a security deposit of 1.5%Investment of Rs.16,75,00,000 (about US$0.34 million) with a security deposit of 1.5%
(Rs.25,12,500(Rs.25,12,500 – – about US$0,50million) under about US$0,50million) under the Public-Private Partnershithe Public-Private Partnership p policy.policy.[7][7] [20][20] The Nagavara Lake wasThe Nagavara Lake was
leased to Lumbini Gardens Pvt Ltd in April 2005 for a period of 15 leased to Lumbini Gardens Pvt Ltd in April 2005 for a period of 15 years for an annual lease amount of Rs.4023,000years for an annual lease amount of Rs.4023,000
(about US $0.80 million) with an annual escalation of 1.5 % of this amount every year for the 15(about US $0.80 million) with an annual escalation of 1.5 % of this amount every year for the 15 – –year lease periodyear lease period
and with Investment of Rs.7,01,00,000 (about US$ 14.02 million) with a security deposit of 2% of this amountand with Investment of Rs.7,01,00,000 (about US$ 14.02 million) with a security deposit of 2% of this amount
(Rs.14,20,000(Rs.14,20,000 – – about about US$0.284millUS$0.284million).ion).[7][7]

View of controversial Hebbal Lake from the airport roadView of controversial Hebbal Lake from the airport road

As per the lease agreement, the above referred agenciesAs per the lease agreement, the above referred agencies
were to carry out the development and maintenance of were to carry out the development and maintenance of 
the lakes by:the lakes by:[7][7]

•• SetSettiting up wng up wateater trr treateatmenment plt plantant
•• DeDeweweededining tg the lhe lakakee
•• ContrControlliolling of sng of storm torm watewater entr entry by bry by builduilding cing checkheck

damsdams
•• Do lanDo land scad scaping, ping, builbuild a rod a rose garse garden anden and alsd also a roo a rockck

gardengarden
•• BuilBuild jod joggingging trg tracks acks and and erect erect founfountaintainss
•• Put Put up 4.up 4.5 m 5 m (14.(14.8 ft8 ft) hi) high Bgh Buddha uddha statstatue.ue.
•• DevelDevelop an arop an artifitificial cial beach abeach as an amuss an amusement ement actiactivityvity
•• DevelDevelop watop water spoer sport actrt activitivities suies such as aqch as aqua karua kartingting,,

water scooter rides and water scooter rides and paraglidingparagliding
•• Set up food coSet up food courtsurts, rest, restauranaurants, incts, includiluding a floatng a floating resting restauraaurantnt
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Impact of Impact of privatizatiprivatizationon

The social damage caused due The social damage caused due to privatization, as reported by a researcher, are:to privatization, as reported by a researcher, are:[7][7]

•• There is There is dichotomy in dichotomy in the functionthe functions allocated s allocated by the vestiby the vesting of powers ng of powers with LDA with LDA to maintain to maintain only the watonly the water bodyer body
and some part of the shore line while the shore and lands adjoining the lakes, which also play an important role inand some part of the shore line while the shore and lands adjoining the lakes, which also play an important role in
the overall maintenance and health of lakes, are the overall maintenance and health of lakes, are with district bodies. This state of affairs creates a complexwith district bodies. This state of affairs creates a complex
situation of not addressing the lake as situation of not addressing the lake as a continuum with land.a continuum with land.

•• The lakes The lakes are being are being developed adeveloped as stand s stand alone watalone water bodies er bodies without without a linkage a linkage to other to other lakeslakes
•• Land use regulLand use regulations arations are violated e violated as the prias the private developervate developers of the s of the two lakes two lakes have not sought have not sought permission permission for changefor change

in land use in land use from the Bangalore Development Authority for converting the Nagavara and Hebbal Lakes forfrom the Bangalore Development Authority for converting the Nagavara and Hebbal Lakes for
commercial use; a case of non compliance of the law.commercial use; a case of non compliance of the law.

•• Fauna dependent Fauna dependent on the lakeon the lake, like bi, like birds, firds, fish and others sh and others are disturare disturbed by the ebed by the excess and disxcess and disturbing human turbing human activityactivity
•• Conversion of Conversion of the lakes the lakes and their and their surrounding arsurrounding areas into eeas into exclusive resxclusive resorts, wiorts, with entry fth entry fee access tee access to the lake o the lake areas.areas.

The private developers are The private developers are in the real in the real estate/hospiestate/hospitality business with profit motivetality business with profit motive
•• Violation Violation of land of land use regulause regulations by tions by the privatthe private organize organizations whiations while implele implementing thmenting the schemee scheme
•• ProProposposed ced consonstrtructuction ion of a of a 223223 – –room Hotel at the room Hotel at the side of Hebbal Lake is side of Hebbal Lake is indication that private developer hasindication that private developer has

taken the lease purely for commercial and taken the lease purely for commercial and business purposes. Such a development would exclude access to business purposes. Such a development would exclude access to thethe
lake for the general public.lake for the general public.

•• Lakes aLakes are Commre Common Propon Property Rerty Resouresources, ices, in which a grn which a group of peooup of people havple have coe co – –user rights. The impact of theuser rights. The impact of the
privatizatiprivatization scheme would, on scheme would, therefore, need to be therefore, need to be addressed legallyaddressed legally

•• TThhe  e  ssoocciioo – –economic impacts or apprehensions of the people such economic impacts or apprehensions of the people such as fishermen dependent on the as fishermen dependent on the lake forlake for
livelihood is that there could be restrictions on their fishing rights and washerlivelihood is that there could be restrictions on their fishing rights and washer – –men (dhobis) also have similarmen (dhobis) also have similar
apprehensionsapprehensions

ProtestsProtests

The above The above private sector activitieprivate sector activities have s have resulted in major protests from citizen groups. resulted in major protests from citizen groups. Principal Chief ConservatorPrincipal Chief Conservator
of Forests has been urged by 500 residents requesting for abandoning the programme of handing over lakes toof Forests has been urged by 500 residents requesting for abandoning the programme of handing over lakes to
privatization of lakes as they are developed as recreation focal points.privatization of lakes as they are developed as recreation focal points.[21][21] Civil rights groups are in the fore front of Civil rights groups are in the fore front of 
these protests as they allege that the lake which is a these protests as they allege that the lake which is a Common Property Resource is illegallCommon Property Resource is illegally fenced off and thus y fenced off and thus onlyonly
privileged few could access itprivileged few could access it[22][22] While the private developer contends that the lake will be a unique recreationalWhile the private developer contends that the lake will be a unique recreational
place, the others feel that the entry fee of Rs 20 per person would exclude the traditional users (farmers, fishingplace, the others feel that the entry fee of Rs 20 per person would exclude the traditional users (farmers, fishing
communities, cattle herders, washercommunities, cattle herders, washer – –men, and casual workers) of the lake. Environmentalists mention that the lakemen, and casual workers) of the lake. Environmentalists mention that the lake’’ss
wetland ecology sustained scores of water birds but it will soon become only a pretty hygienic bowl.wetland ecology sustained scores of water birds but it will soon become only a pretty hygienic bowl.
EnvironmentaliEnvironmentalists also say that sts also say that four types of vegetation in four types of vegetation in the ecosystem grow at the ecosystem grow at different water depths, sustainingdifferent water depths, sustaining
about 30 species of birds. Birds such as sandpipers and clovers will find the lake too about 30 species of birds. Birds such as sandpipers and clovers will find the lake too deep once the lake is deepeneddeep once the lake is deepened
by removing the silt. Deep water by removing the silt. Deep water birds such as ducks birds such as ducks and cormorants will be disturbed by boating.and cormorants will be disturbed by boating. [23][23]

LDALDA’’s contentions contention

The Lake Development Authority contends that the organization is not adequately staffed and that they do not haveThe Lake Development Authority contends that the organization is not adequately staffed and that they do not have
the finances for maintaining lakes on an the finances for maintaining lakes on an ongoing basis. Hence, the alternative is leasing out lakes to private parties.ongoing basis. Hence, the alternative is leasing out lakes to private parties.[7][7]

Public interest litigation (PIL)Public interest litigation (PIL)

A Public Interest Litigation (PIL) has been filed in 2008 A Public Interest Litigation (PIL) has been filed in 2008 by an Environmental Support Group (a by an Environmental Support Group (a Trust) and a publicTrust) and a public
spirited individual of Bangalore in the High Court of Bangalore citing 16 respondents with the Lake Developmentspirited individual of Bangalore in the High Court of Bangalore citing 16 respondents with the Lake Development
Authority (LDA) as the second main respondent and the favoured respondents (at serial number 14,15 and 16)Authority (LDA) as the second main respondent and the favoured respondents (at serial number 14,15 and 16)
namely M/s Biota Natural Systems (I) Pvt. Ltd, M/s Lumbini Gardens Ltd., and M/s E. I. H. Limited, in respect of namely M/s Biota Natural Systems (I) Pvt. Ltd, M/s Lumbini Gardens Ltd., and M/s E. I. H. Limited, in respect of 
the ongoing privatisation of lakes/tanks in the ongoing privatisation of lakes/tanks in Bangalore. The PIL contends that:Bangalore. The PIL contends that:[24][24]
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•• Actions takeActions taken by the ren by the respondents are spondents are against seagainst settled legattled legal norms in l norms in respect of respect of Management and cManagement and conservation of onservation of 
such ecologically sensitive water bodies (also wildlifsuch ecologically sensitive water bodies (also wildlife habitats) and which support a e habitats) and which support a variety of customary andvariety of customary and
traditional rightstraditional rights

•• Water bodies arWater bodies are located in pre located in prime areas of the ime areas of the city and beneficity and beneficiaries of prciaries of privatizatiivatization of these are lon of these are largely hoteliargely hoteliersers
and builders, as it is not and builders, as it is not an environmentally progressive purpose but more a manipulation of the an environmentally progressive purpose but more a manipulation of the policy with profitpolicy with profit
motivemotive

•• The constitThe constitution of tution of the Lake Develhe Lake Development Authoriopment Authority (Respondentty (Respondent) expressl) expressly prohibits y prohibits privatizing privatizing these publicthese public
water bodies against the water bodies against the wider public interestwider public interest

PIL has sought redress from the Honorable High Court by way of issue of writ or order in the nature of MandamusPIL has sought redress from the Honorable High Court by way of issue of writ or order in the nature of Mandamus
repealing therepealing the ‘‘Lease DeedsLease Deeds’’ executed by Respondent (the LDA) in favour of the beneficiary respondents (to whomexecuted by Respondent (the LDA) in favour of the beneficiary respondents (to whom
the lakes were leasedthe lakes were leased – – Respondents 14, 15 and 16) and requested the Court to direct the Government of KarnatakaRespondents 14, 15 and 16) and requested the Court to direct the Government of Karnataka
(as first Respondent) to ensure full compliance with the law and policies relating to protection and conservation of (as first Respondent) to ensure full compliance with the law and policies relating to protection and conservation of 
lakes/tanks/wetlands.lakes/tanks/wetlands.[24][24]

Policy turnaroundPolicy turnaround

With the privatization approach for development and management of lakes not proving to be popular, andWith the privatization approach for development and management of lakes not proving to be popular, and
considering the serious protests by the public and the pending Public Interest Litigation (PIL) in the High Court of considering the serious protests by the public and the pending Public Interest Litigation (PIL) in the High Court of 
Karnataka seeking redress, the Government of Karnataka has now decided to make Karnataka seeking redress, the Government of Karnataka has now decided to make amends with a paradigm shift inamends with a paradigm shift in
its approach by declaring that the State Government would undertake, through its agencies such as the Bangaloreits approach by declaring that the State Government would undertake, through its agencies such as the Bangalore
Development Authority (BDA), BBMP and Bangalore Development Authority (BDA), BBMP and Bangalore MetropolitaMetropolitan Region n Region Development Authority (BMRDA), theDevelopment Authority (BMRDA), the
rejuvenation works of 27 lakes in rejuvenation works of 27 lakes in the Phase I by the Phase I by allocating finances to the extent of Rs 1.5allocating finances to the extent of Rs 1.5 – –2 crores (US$ 375,000 to2 crores (US$ 375,000 to
500,000) per lake which would 500,000) per lake which would involve:involve:[25][25]

•• DeDesisiltltining of tg of the lhe lakake bee bedd
•• DivDiversersion of sion of sewaewage and oge and othether pror procescessesses
•• FrFree aee accccesess ts to tho the pue publblicic
•• DiscDiscontiontinue thnue the polie policy of prcy of privativatizatization of ion of lakes lakes andand
•• Revisit tRevisit the allotmenthe allotments already s already made to primade to private partivate parties in view es in view of reported of reported misuse of misuse of the lake prthe lake property byoperty by

encroachment for private gainsencroachment for private gains

The LDA has transferred 17 lakes to BBMP while rest of the lakes are now controlled by Karnataka ForestThe LDA has transferred 17 lakes to BBMP while rest of the lakes are now controlled by Karnataka Forest
Department.Department.[26][26]

GalleryGallery
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Hebbal lakeHebbal lake

Board at entrance of lake in 2008Board at entrance of lake in 2008

Hebbal LakeHebbal Lake is located in the north of Bangalore at the mouth of is located in the north of Bangalore at the mouth of 
National Highway 7, along the junction of Bellary Road and the OuterNational Highway 7, along the junction of Bellary Road and the Outer
Ring Road (ORR). It was one of the three lakes created in 1537 byRing Road (ORR). It was one of the three lakes created in 1537 by
Kempe Gowda. Like most lakes or "tanks" in the Bangalore region itKempe Gowda. Like most lakes or "tanks" in the Bangalore region it
was formed by the damming natural valley systemswas formed by the damming natural valley systems[1][1] by theby the
construction of construction of bundsbunds. The spread of the lake in a study in 2000 was. The spread of the lake in a study in 2000 was
found to be 75 ha found to be 75 ha with plans for extending it to make up 143 ha.with plans for extending it to make up 143 ha.[2][2]

LimnologyLimnology

View of the lake in 2008View of the lake in 2008

The catchment area of the lake was found to be The catchment area of the lake was found to be 3750ha3750ha[2][2] and this areaand this area
includes the residential areas of Yeshwanthpur, Mathikere, Rajmahalincludes the residential areas of Yeshwanthpur, Mathikere, Rajmahal
Vilas Extension, Bharat Electronics Limited and Hindustan MachineVilas Extension, Bharat Electronics Limited and Hindustan Machine
Tools Limited colonies. In 1974 the lake area was 77.95 ha and in 1998Tools Limited colonies. In 1974 the lake area was 77.95 ha and in 1998
it was 57.75 ha.it was 57.75 ha.[3][3] Based on the rainfall of the region, the annualBased on the rainfall of the region, the annual
catchment was estimated at 15.2 million cubic catchment was estimated at 15.2 million cubic metres with 3.04 millionmetres with 3.04 million
cubic metres during the Northeast Monsoon, 10.12 million cubiccubic metres during the Northeast Monsoon, 10.12 million cubic
metres during the Southwest Monsoon and metres during the Southwest Monsoon and 3.28 million cubic metres in3.28 million cubic metres in
the dry season. The storage capacity of the lake was estimated in 2000the dry season. The storage capacity of the lake was estimated in 2000
to be 2.38 million cubic metres with desilting raising it to 4.07 millionto be 2.38 million cubic metres with desilting raising it to 4.07 million
cubic metres.cubic metres.[2][2] Sewage inflow into the lake has altered the chemistrySewage inflow into the lake has altered the chemistry
and biology of and biology of the lake. Most measured physico-chemical properties of the waters of the the lake. Most measured physico-chemical properties of the waters of the lake exceed the acceptablelake exceed the acceptable
standards for sewage effluent discharge set standards for sewage effluent discharge set by the by the Indian Standards Institute (Indian Standards: 2490, 1982).Indian Standards Institute (Indian Standards: 2490, 1982).[4][4]
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EcologyEcology

The lake is The lake is predominantly eutrophipredominantly eutrophic due to c due to the inflow of sewage. The the inflow of sewage. The nutrients support the profuse growth of Waternutrients support the profuse growth of Water
Hyacinth andHyacinth and TyphaTypha in the shallow zone. The habitat is favoured by many species of water birds including largein the shallow zone. The habitat is favoured by many species of water birds including large
waterbirds such as the Spot-billed Pelican, Eurasian Spoonbill, Shoveller, Pintail, Garganey, Little Grebe, Coot andwaterbirds such as the Spot-billed Pelican, Eurasian Spoonbill, Shoveller, Pintail, Garganey, Little Grebe, Coot and
Spot-billed Duck. The shallow zone supports sandpipers and other waders as well as Purple Moorhens, PurpleSpot-billed Duck. The shallow zone supports sandpipers and other waders as well as Purple Moorhens, Purple
Herons and Grey Herons.Herons and Grey Herons.[5][5]

In the late 1990s, an ecological experiment was conducted with the introduction of In the late 1990s, an ecological experiment was conducted with the introduction of   Neochetina  Neochetina bruchibruchi andand
 Neochetina eichhorniae Neochetina eichhorniae weevils from Argentina to control the growth of water hyacinth.weevils from Argentina to control the growth of water hyacinth.[6][6]

ManagementManagement

Hebbal lake seen from flyover.Hebbal lake seen from flyover.

HistoricalHistorically lakes in the ly lakes in the Bangalore region were managed by the Bangalore region were managed by the PublicPublic
Works Department, but The lake was managed by Karnataka StateWorks Department, but The lake was managed by Karnataka State
Forest Department. The management was transferred in 2002 to theForest Department. The management was transferred in 2002 to the
Lake Development Authority, a non-profit society started with the aimLake Development Authority, a non-profit society started with the aim
of managing lakes in of managing lakes in the Bangalore region.the Bangalore region.

A project for lake restoration funded under the Indo-NorwegianA project for lake restoration funded under the Indo-Norwegian
Environment Programme at a cost of Rs. 2.7 crore (USD 700,000) ledEnvironment Programme at a cost of Rs. 2.7 crore (USD 700,000) led
to major changes in the ecosystem beginning in 1998. Two artificialto major changes in the ecosystem beginning in 1998. Two artificial
islands were created using the soil from desilting under this project.islands were created using the soil from desilting under this project.
These vegetated islands have become the roost sites of manyThese vegetated islands have become the roost sites of many
water-birds. Desiwater-birds. Desilting was ostensibly taken up in lting was ostensibly taken up in 2003 as part of 2003 as part of this program.this program.[7][7]

Citizen protestsCitizen protests

Tree planted by Jens Stoltenberg during theTree planted by Jens Stoltenberg during the
review of the lake project funded by NORADreview of the lake project funded by NORAD

Water resources are of importance in urban areas and there are a wideWater resources are of importance in urban areas and there are a wide
range of uses.range of uses.[8][8] In 2004 the LDA began a process of "public-privateIn 2004 the LDA began a process of "public-private
participation" where private companies bid for the lakes toparticipation" where private companies bid for the lakes to ““developdevelop
and maintainand maintain”” them for the next 15 years. This led to a major outcrythem for the next 15 years. This led to a major outcry
from citizen groups.from citizen groups.[9][9] [10][10] [11][11] The lakes at Hebbal, Nagawara andThe lakes at Hebbal, Nagawara and
Vengaiahnakere are leased for 15 years to East India Hotels Ltd.,Vengaiahnakere are leased for 15 years to East India Hotels Ltd.,
Lumbini Developers and ParC Lumbini Developers and ParC Ltd. respectively.Ltd. respectively.[7][7]

The LDA leased out Hebbal Lake, one of the largest lakes inThe LDA leased out Hebbal Lake, one of the largest lakes in
Bangalore, to East India Hotels (The Oberoi group) for a period of 15Bangalore, to East India Hotels (The Oberoi group) for a period of 15
years for an annual lease amount of Rs. 72,10,000 and an annualyears for an annual lease amount of Rs. 72,10,000 and an annual
escalation of 1.5% in the amount, under the Public-Private-Partnershipescalation of 1.5% in the amount, under the Public-Private-Partnership
policy. The developments included building a boating jetty, apolicy. The developments included building a boating jetty, a
handicraft and curio gift centre and an island restaurant. The privatehandicraft and curio gift centre and an island restaurant. The private
bidder was also expected to undertake desilting (as done already in 2003) and they were permitted to charge entrybidder was also expected to undertake desilting (as done already in 2003) and they were permitted to charge entry
fees.fees.[12][12] [13][13] The LDA claimed that this would increase the recreation options for the people but also encourageThe LDA claimed that this would increase the recreation options for the people but also encourage
eco-tourism, support bio-diversieco-tourism, support bio-diversity, recharge ground water ty, recharge ground water and help and help maintain eco-balance.maintain eco-balance.

Precedents set in the Intellectuals Forum v. State of Andhra Pradesh judgement of Precedents set in the Intellectuals Forum v. State of Andhra Pradesh judgement of the Supreme Court of India (C the Supreme Court of India (C AA
No. 1251/2006), state thatNo. 1251/2006), state that ““the tank is a communal property and the State authorities are trustees to hold and managethe tank is a communal property and the State authorities are trustees to hold and manage
such properties for the benefit of the community and they cannot be allowed to commit any act or omission whichsuch properties for the benefit of the community and they cannot be allowed to commit any act or omission which
will infringe the right of the community and alienate the property to any other person or bodywill infringe the right of the community and alienate the property to any other person or body””. Opposing citizen. Opposing citizen
groups point out that the privatization scheme represents a clear contempt of court. The Karnataka Fisheriesgroups point out that the privatization scheme represents a clear contempt of court. The Karnataka Fisheries
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Department was asked not to renew the contracts with fishermen at Hebbal Lake in violation of the privatizationDepartment was asked not to renew the contracts with fishermen at Hebbal Lake in violation of the privatization
agreement that stated that the move wouldagreement that stated that the move would ““respect traditional rightsrespect traditional rights”” of the users.of the users.

The privatisation of Hebbal lake has The privatisation of Hebbal lake has been pointed out been pointed out as a threat to as a threat to the bio-diversity of these lakes, particularly thethe bio-diversity of these lakes, particularly the
birdlife. The threats come from plans to introduce recreational facilities and human activities on the shore apart frombirdlife. The threats come from plans to introduce recreational facilities and human activities on the shore apart from
draining and drying of the draining and drying of the lake for various operations.lake for various operations.
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Sankey tankSankey tank

Sankey TankSankey Tank

LocationLocation Bangalore District, KarnatakaBangalore District, Karnataka

CoordinatesCoordinates 13°0113°01′′N 77°34N 77°34′′EE

Lake typeLake type FreshwaterFreshwater

Primary inflowsPrimary inflows Rainfall and city Rainfall and city drainagedrainage

Catchment areaCatchment area 1.254 km (0.8 mi)1.254 km (0.8 mi)

Basin countriesBasin countries IndiaIndia

Surface areaSurface area 15 ha (37.1 acres)15 ha (37.1 acres)

Max. depthMax. depth 9.26 m (30.4 ft)9.26 m (30.4 ft)

Shore lengthShore length
11 1.7 km (1.1 mi)1.7 km (1.1 mi)

Surface elevationSurface elevation 929.8 m (3050.5 ft)929.8 m (3050.5 ft)

IslandsIslands 11

SettlementsSettlements BengaluruBengaluru

11 Shore length is not a well-defined measure.Shore length is not a well-defined measure.

Sankey tankSankey tank (Kannada:(Kannada:ಸ್ಯಾಂಕಿ ಕೆರೆಸ್ಯಾಂಕಿ ಕೆರೆ), a manmade lake or tank, is situated in the western part of Bangalore in the), a manmade lake or tank, is situated in the western part of Bangalore in the

middle of the suburbs of Malleshwaram, Vyalikaval and Sadashiva Nagar. The lake covers an area of about 15 hamiddle of the suburbs of Malleshwaram, Vyalikaval and Sadashiva Nagar. The lake covers an area of about 15 ha
(37.1 acres). At its widest, the tank has a width of 800 m (2624.7 ft)(37.1 acres). At its widest, the tank has a width of 800 m (2624.7 ft)[1][1]

Sankey tank was constructed by Col. Richard Hieram Sankey (RE)Sankey tank was constructed by Col. Richard Hieram Sankey (RE)[2][2] of the Madras Sappers Regiment, in 1882, toof the Madras Sappers Regiment, in 1882, to
meet the water supply demands of Bangalore. The tank was also known asmeet the water supply demands of Bangalore. The tank was also known as GandhadhakotikereGandhadhakotikere, as the Government, as the Government
Sandalwood Depot used to be located near the lake.Sandalwood Depot used to be located near the lake.[3][3]

HistoryHistory

Sankey reservoir was constructed in 1882 and the works cost Rupees 575000. It was linked to the Miller's tank andSankey reservoir was constructed in 1882 and the works cost Rupees 575000. It was linked to the Miller's tank and
Dharmambudhi tank and was built as a safeguard against water shortages, such as that experienced in the GreatDharmambudhi tank and was built as a safeguard against water shortages, such as that experienced in the Great
Famine of 1875-77. The quality of water was not very Famine of 1875-77. The quality of water was not very good and when Lord Connemara, Governor of Madras visitedgood and when Lord Connemara, Governor of Madras visited
in July 1888 it was in July 1888 it was commented upon by a commented upon by a local wit: "The men who are thrown off local wit: "The men who are thrown off their horses and killed on the spottheir horses and killed on the spot
at Bangalore are the only ones that are allowed by doctors not to have died from drinking bad water".at Bangalore are the only ones that are allowed by doctors not to have died from drinking bad water".[4][4]
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ThreatsThreats

The threats posed to the survival of the The threats posed to the survival of the lake, which were also identified by the local people (morning joggers) usinglake, which were also identified by the local people (morning joggers) using
the lake, refer to:the lake, refer to: [5][5]

•• Contamination Contamination of water of water with sewage with sewage flowing iflowing in from seven n from seven points, whpoints, which are conneich are connected to stcted to storm water orm water drainsdrains
•• ChoChoked dked drairains wins with gath garbarbage ange and sewd sewageage
•• LeakiLeaking sewng sewage piage pipes conpes connectnected to a pued to a public blic toiltoilet at a pet at a parkark
•• DecreDecrease in thase in the biole biologicaogical oxygen dl oxygen demand anemand and high BOd high BOD conteD content due to sent due to sewagewage
•• Threats to Threats to fish and plfish and plants. Duriants. During the testng the tests conducted s conducted in 2001 also in 2001 also the DO was the DO was reported to reported to vary from vary from 3.7 to 8.1,3.7 to 8.1,

BOD between 2 and 8 BOD between 2 and 8 and the pH varied from 7.1 to 7.5.and the pH varied from 7.1 to 7.5. [6][6]

•• Reduction numbReduction number of er of ducks, fiducks, fish and mish and migratory bgratory birds due irds due to pollutto polluted conditied condition of ton of the lake he lake waterswaters

Restoration actionsRestoration actions

Sankey tank was developed into a park in early 2000Sankey tank was developed into a park in early 2000

A recent view of the Sankey tank developed into a parkA recent view of the Sankey tank developed into a park

The tank was converted into a park by the Bangalore WaterThe tank was converted into a park by the Bangalore Water
Supply and Sewerage Board (BWSSB) and the BangaloreSupply and Sewerage Board (BWSSB) and the Bangalore
Mahanagara Palike (BMP) with funds provided by theMahanagara Palike (BMP) with funds provided by the
Government of Karnataka. In addition, the following were alsoGovernment of Karnataka. In addition, the following were also
implemented.implemented.[5][5]

•• ReRemomoviving enng encrcroaoachchmementntss
•• Alum purAlum purifiificatication treon treatmenatment to absot to absorb toxirb toxic elemec elements and gnts and germserms
•• NurNursersery y towtowardards s the the nornorth.th.
•• PaPaveved Wd Walalkwkwayayss
•• LaLandndscscapaped ed paparkrkss
•• SpeciSpecial taal tank for ink for idol imdol immersmersion durion during Gaing Ganesh Cnesh Chaturhaturthithi

festivalfestival

•• ResRestortoratiation oon of sf swimwimminming pog poolol

Legal land encroachment tangleLegal land encroachment tangle

In 2004, local buildersIn 2004, local builders’’ proposal to construct a proposal to construct a multistormultistory buildingy building
in the Sankey tank bed was challenged by petitioners in thein the Sankey tank bed was challenged by petitioners in the
Karnataka Lok Adalat (Peoples Court, an adjunct of the HighKarnataka Lok Adalat (Peoples Court, an adjunct of the High
Court). But the Court was informed by the Bangalore MahanagarCourt). But the Court was informed by the Bangalore Mahanagar
Palike (BMP) that it had not sanctioned any plan for the proposedPalike (BMP) that it had not sanctioned any plan for the proposed
building and that it would take immediate action to prevent anybuilding and that it would take immediate action to prevent any
such steps by the developer taken without a no-objectionsuch steps by the developer taken without a no-objection
certificatcertificate from e from the Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Environment and Forests.Forests.[7][7]

The Lok Adalat ordered The Lok Adalat ordered the Forest Department to repossess 0.52 ha (1.3 acres) of land the Forest Department to repossess 0.52 ha (1.3 acres) of land belonging to it from the belonging to it from the realreal
estate developers who had set out to build an apartment block there. The Lake Development Authority alsoestate developers who had set out to build an apartment block there. The Lake Development Authority also
recommended that no construction or development activity should be recommended that no construction or development activity should be allowed within a distance of 100 m allowed within a distance of 100 m (328.1 ft)(328.1 ft)
from lakes in order to ensure that the water bodies in the city are not encroached and their conservation andfrom lakes in order to ensure that the water bodies in the city are not encroached and their conservation and
protection are not stalled. The Karnataka State Pollution Control Board (KSPCB) informed the court that theprotection are not stalled. The Karnataka State Pollution Control Board (KSPCB) informed the court that the
proposal of Abhishek Builders and Mantri Developers to build an 18proposal of Abhishek Builders and Mantri Developers to build an 18 – –floor luxury apartment block near the Sankeyfloor luxury apartment block near the Sankey
Tank has been turned down as gross violations were noted under the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) ActTank has been turned down as gross violations were noted under the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act
and the Water (Prevention and Control of and the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act.Pollution) Act. [8][8]
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Madiwala LakeMadiwala Lake

 — — neighbourhoodneighbourhood  — —

Madiwala LakeMadiwala Lake

Location of Madiwala LakeLocation of Madiwala Lake
in Bengaluru and Indiain Bengaluru and India

CoordinatesCoordinates 12°5512°55′′N 77°37N 77°37′′EE

Time zoneTime zone IST (UTC+05:30)IST (UTC+05:30)

MadiwalaMadiwala is a locality in Bangalore, India. It is a center of bustling activity from grocery markets to IT to shoppingis a locality in Bangalore, India. It is a center of bustling activity from grocery markets to IT to shopping
malls like Total mall. Being at the center of the IT corridor it is well known across Bangalore.malls like Total mall. Being at the center of the IT corridor it is well known across Bangalore.

Renowned missionary hospital St. John's Medical Renowned missionary hospital St. John's Medical college Hospital is at college Hospital is at Madiwala.Madiwala.

Widely spoken languages are English ,Kannada, Tamil, Telugu and Malayalam, Hindi.Widely spoken languages are English ,Kannada, Tamil, Telugu and Malayalam, Hindi.

Madiwala LakeMadiwala Lake

Madiwala lakeMadiwala lake is one of the biggest lakes in Bangalore, India spread over an area of 114.3 hectare. It is situated inis one of the biggest lakes in Bangalore, India spread over an area of 114.3 hectare. It is situated in
the BTM Layout at 12° 54' 28" the BTM Layout at 12° 54' 28" North, 77° 37' 0" East in Bangalore city. It is a home to many North, 77° 37' 0" East in Bangalore city. It is a home to many migratory birds.migratory birds.

Administration and FacilitiesAdministration and Facilities

The Madiwala Lake comes under the administration of Karnataka State Forest Department which carries out theThe Madiwala Lake comes under the administration of Karnataka State Forest Department which carries out the
routine maintenance of this lake. There is also a beautiful Children park, and parking lot. The boating facility hasroutine maintenance of this lake. There is also a beautiful Children park, and parking lot. The boating facility has
been discontinued recently.been discontinued recently.

Pelican MigrationPelican Migration

The Madiwala lake sees a huge The Madiwala lake sees a huge number of Spot-billed Pelican migratinumber of Spot-billed Pelican migration in the winter(Novemberon in the winter(November – –December). TheseDecember). These
Spot-billed Pelicans live in groups. The main food is fish. Pelicans take small flight across the lake for fishing. TheseSpot-billed Pelicans live in groups. The main food is fish. Pelicans take small flight across the lake for fishing. These
migratory birds can also be sighted in Sri Lanka. They provide a great sight while landing. Typically their wingmigratory birds can also be sighted in Sri Lanka. They provide a great sight while landing. Typically their wing
spans for about 8.5 spans for about 8.5 feet. The pelicans in this lake share feet. The pelicans in this lake share their food with the local fishermen. Local people have their food with the local fishermen. Local people have greatgreat
love towards these migratory birds. Egrets can also be love towards these migratory birds. Egrets can also be sighted along with these birds.sighted along with these birds.
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Key LandmarksKey Landmarks

Bangalore CantonmentBangalore Cantonment

TheThe Bangalore CantonmentBangalore Cantonment (1806(1806 – –1881) was a military cantonment of the British Raj based in the Indian city of 1881) was a military cantonment of the British Raj based in the Indian city of 
Bangalore. The cantonment covered an area of 13 square miles, extending from the Residency on the west toBangalore. The cantonment covered an area of 13 square miles, extending from the Residency on the west to
Binnamangala on the east and from the Tanneries in the north to Agram in the south. By area, it was the largestBinnamangala on the east and from the Tanneries in the north to Agram in the south. By area, it was the largest
British military cantonment in South India. The British garrison stationed in the cantonment included three artilleryBritish military cantonment in South India. The British garrison stationed in the cantonment included three artillery
batteries, and regiments of the cavalry, infantry, sappers, miners, mounted infantry, supply and transport corps andbatteries, and regiments of the cavalry, infantry, sappers, miners, mounted infantry, supply and transport corps and
thethe Bangalore Rifle Volunteers Bangalore Rifle Volunteers. The Bangalore Cantonment was directly under . The Bangalore Cantonment was directly under the administratiothe administration of n of the British Raj,the British Raj,
while Bangalore City itself was under the jurisdiction of the Durbar of while Bangalore City itself was under the jurisdiction of the Durbar of the Kingdom of Mysore.the Kingdom of Mysore.[1][1]

History and LayoutHistory and Layout

Lady Curzon hospital in the cantonment wasLady Curzon hospital in the cantonment was
established in 1864 and named after the first wifeestablished in 1864 and named after the first wife

of the Viceroy of India, Lord Curzon.of the Viceroy of India, Lord Curzon.

Prior to the arrival of the British, Bangalore had been the stronghold of Prior to the arrival of the British, Bangalore had been the stronghold of 
several Hindu dynasties including the Gangas, Cholas, Hoysalas andseveral Hindu dynasties including the Gangas, Cholas, Hoysalas and
the Vijayanagara Empire. In the 18th century, the dominion of the Vijayanagara Empire. In the 18th century, the dominion of 
Bangalore passed on to Haider Ali. After a series of successive warsBangalore passed on to Haider Ali. After a series of successive wars
known as the Anglo-Mysore Wars with Haider Ali's son, Tipu Sultan,known as the Anglo-Mysore Wars with Haider Ali's son, Tipu Sultan,
the British captured the city and all of the Kingdom of Mysore in 1799.the British captured the city and all of the Kingdom of Mysore in 1799.

Capture of Bangalore FortCapture of Bangalore Fort

Bangalore was the strongest fort of Tipu Sultan and during the ThirdBangalore was the strongest fort of Tipu Sultan and during the Third
Anglo-Mysore War, Lord Cornwallis decided to Anglo-Mysore War, Lord Cornwallis decided to reduce this fort beforereduce this fort before
the storming of the storming of Seringapatam.Seringapatam.[2][2]

Tipu Sultan followed CornwalliTipu Sultan followed Cornwallis' army, placing him in the s' army, placing him in the awkward position of having an undefeated enemy army awkward position of having an undefeated enemy army atat
his back while besieging the a strong fortification. Tipu kept away hoping to take assault when underway in flank.his back while besieging the a strong fortification. Tipu kept away hoping to take assault when underway in flank.
Over the next twelve days, two companies of the Madras Pioneers provided sappers for eight batteries, dug severalOver the next twelve days, two companies of the Madras Pioneers provided sappers for eight batteries, dug several
parallels and a trench up to the fort ditch. Cornwallis attacked secretly on the night of March 21, 1791. The Madrasparallels and a trench up to the fort ditch. Cornwallis attacked secretly on the night of March 21, 1791. The Madras
Pioneers, led by Lt Colin Mackenzie, crossed the ditch with scaling ladders, mounted the breach and entered the Pioneers, led by Lt Colin Mackenzie, crossed the ditch with scaling ladders, mounted the breach and entered the fort,fort,
while the artillery engaged the fort with blank ammunition. With a breach while the artillery engaged the fort with blank ammunition. With a breach made, the main stormers rushed in made, the main stormers rushed in and theand the
fort was captured after a hand-to fort was captured after a hand-to hand fight in which hand fight in which a thousand defenders were killed. Cornwallis captured the forta thousand defenders were killed. Cornwallis captured the fort
and secured the force against Tipu.and secured the force against Tipu.[2][2]

The Madras Pioneers, went on to The Madras Pioneers, went on to make Bangalore their permanent home.make Bangalore their permanent home.

EstablishmeEstablishment nt of cantonmentof cantonment

The British found Bangalore to be The British found Bangalore to be a pleasant and appropriate place to a pleasant and appropriate place to station their garrison and therefore moved theirstation their garrison and therefore moved their
garrison to Bangalore from Seringapatam. The origin of the garrison to Bangalore from Seringapatam. The origin of the wordword cantonment cantonment comes from the French wordcomes from the French word cantoncanton,,
meaningmeaning corner corner oror district district . Each cantonment was essentially a well-defined and clearly demarcated unit of . Each cantonment was essentially a well-defined and clearly demarcated unit of territoryterritory
set apart for the quartering and administering of troops.set apart for the quartering and administering of troops.[3][3] The heart of the Bangalore Cantonment was the ParadeThe heart of the Bangalore Cantonment was the Parade
Ground. The Civil and Military Station (CMS) grew around the Ground. The Civil and Military Station (CMS) grew around the Parade Ground.Parade Ground.
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Parade GroundParade Ground

The installation of the Bangalore Cantonment attracted a large numberThe installation of the Bangalore Cantonment attracted a large number
of migrant workers from Tamil Nadu and other neighboring states of of migrant workers from Tamil Nadu and other neighboring states of 
the Kingdom of Mysore.the Kingdom of Mysore.[4][4] Bangalore rapidly became the largest cityBangalore rapidly became the largest city
in the Kingdom of Mysore. In 1831, the capital of the Kingdom of in the Kingdom of Mysore. In 1831, the capital of the Kingdom of 
Mysore was moved from Mysore city to Bangalore. The BangaloreMysore was moved from Mysore city to Bangalore. The Bangalore
Cantonment grew independent of Cantonment grew independent of its twin-city, referred to as Bangaloreits twin-city, referred to as Bangalore

 pete pete ((IPA:IPA: [[ˈ̍pepeːːteteːː]). The]). The pete pete was typically congested with was typically congested with a traditionala traditional
Kannadiga population, while the Bangalore Cantonment, with moreKannadiga population, while the Bangalore Cantonment, with more
lung spacelung space had a colonial design with a population that consisted of had a colonial design with a population that consisted of 
residents from other parts of India and residents from other parts of India and Britain. In the 19th century, theBritain. In the 19th century, the
Bangalore Cantonment had clubs, churches, bungalows, shops andBangalore Cantonment had clubs, churches, bungalows, shops and
cinemas. The Bangalore Cantonment had a cinemas. The Bangalore Cantonment had a strong European influence with public residence and life centered aroundstrong European influence with public residence and life centered around
the South Parade, now referred to as MG Road. The area around the South Parade was famous for its bars andthe South Parade, now referred to as MG Road. The area around the South Parade was famous for its bars and
restaurants with the area known asrestaurants with the area known as  Blackpally Blackpally becoming a one-stop shopping areabecoming a one-stop shopping area [5][5] The Cubbon Park was built inThe Cubbon Park was built in
the Bangalore Cantonment in 1864 on 120 acres (0.49 kmthe Bangalore Cantonment in 1864 on 120 acres (0.49 km22) of land. The St. Mark's Cathedral was built on the South) of land. The St. Mark's Cathedral was built on the South
Parade grounds. The settlements adjacent to the South Parades was known asParade grounds. The settlements adjacent to the South Parades was known as  Mootocherry Mootocherry which was occupied bywhich was occupied by
Tamil settlers from the North Arcot and South Arcot districts of Tamil Nadu.Tamil settlers from the North Arcot and South Arcot districts of Tamil Nadu.

A 1924 map of the Bangalore CantonmentA 1924 map of the Bangalore Cantonment
depicting the South Parade and the areas around itdepicting the South Parade and the areas around it

DevelopmentDevelopment

The names of many of the cantonment's streets were derived fromThe names of many of the cantonment's streets were derived from
military nomenclature such asmilitary nomenclature such as  Artillery  Artillery Road Road ,,  Brigade  Brigade Road Road ,,  Infantry Infantry

 Road  Road andand Cavalry Road Cavalry Road . The city of Bangalore still retains many of the. The city of Bangalore still retains many of the
colonial names of its streets. A resident to the King of Mysore,colonial names of its streets. A resident to the King of Mysore,
Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV lived within the cantonment area and hisKrishnaraja Wodeyar IV lived within the cantonment area and his
quarters was called the "Residency" and hence the namequarters was called the "Residency" and hence the name  Residency Residency

 Road  Road . Areas around the South Parade that essentially were public. Areas around the South Parade that essentially were public
living areas were named after their European residents. A municipalliving areas were named after their European residents. A municipal
corporation was established for the Bangalore Cantonment in 1863.corporation was established for the Bangalore Cantonment in 1863.
After Indian independence in 1947, corporation merged with theAfter Indian independence in 1947, corporation merged with the
BangaloreBangalore  pete pete municipal corporation to form the Bangalore Citymunicipal corporation to form the Bangalore City
Corporation, now known as Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike.Corporation, now known as Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike.
Bangalore was part of the Madras Presidency, and in 1864, the city was Bangalore was part of the Madras Presidency, and in 1864, the city was connected to Madras by rail. Still called theconnected to Madras by rail. Still called the
Bangalore Cantonment Railway Station, it is one of Bangalore Cantonment Railway Station, it is one of many railway stations servicing the city of Bangalore.many railway stations servicing the city of Bangalore.[6][6] AroundAround
1883, Richmond Town, Benson Town and Cleveland Town were added to the cantonment. The population of the1883, Richmond Town, Benson Town and Cleveland Town were added to the cantonment. The population of the
BangaloreBangalore pete pete and cantonment fell dramatically in 1898 when a bubonic plague epidemic broke out. The epidemicand cantonment fell dramatically in 1898 when a bubonic plague epidemic broke out. The epidemic
took a huge took a huge toll and many temples were toll and many temples were built during this time, dedicated to the goddess Mariamma. The built during this time, dedicated to the goddess Mariamma. The crisis causedcrisis caused
by this epidemic catalyzed the by this epidemic catalyzed the improvement and sanitation of Bangalore and, in improvement and sanitation of Bangalore and, in turn, improvements in sanitation andturn, improvements in sanitation and
health facilities helped to modernize Bangalore. Telephone lines health facilities helped to modernize Bangalore. Telephone lines were laid to were laid to help coordinate anti-plague operations.help coordinate anti-plague operations.
Regulations for building new houses with proper Regulations for building new houses with proper sanitatisanitation facilities came into effect. A health officer was on facilities came into effect. A health officer was appointedappointed
in 1898 and in 1898 and the city was divided into four the city was divided into four wards for better coordination and the Victoria Hospital was inaugurated inwards for better coordination and the Victoria Hospital was inaugurated in
1900 by Lord Curzon, the then Viceroy and Governor-General of British India. In 1881, the British officially1900 by Lord Curzon, the then Viceroy and Governor-General of British India. In 1881, the British officially
stopped recognizing Bangalore as a cantonment and instead considered it to be stopped recognizing Bangalore as a cantonment and instead considered it to be an "assigned tract", and administeredan "assigned tract", and administered
under the auspices of the Mahārājah of Mysore, Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV. However, the British retained theirunder the auspices of the Mahārājah of Mysore, Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV. However, the British retained their
garrison in the city until 1947. After Indian independence, Bangalore Cantonment was merged with the rest of garrison in the city until 1947. After Indian independence, Bangalore Cantonment was merged with the rest of 
Bangalore City under the dominion of Bangalore City under the dominion of the Mysore State.the Mysore State.
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Bangalore FortBangalore Fort

Ruins of the Bangalore Fort in 1860Ruins of the Bangalore Fort in 1860

Plan of Bangalore Fort, 1792Plan of Bangalore Fort, 1792

Bangalore FortBangalore Fort was originally built by Kempe Gowda a feudatory of was originally built by Kempe Gowda a feudatory of 
the Vijaynagar Empire and the founder of Bangalore as a mud fort. Itthe Vijaynagar Empire and the founder of Bangalore as a mud fort. It
was converted into a stone fort by Haider Ali in 1761. It was awas converted into a stone fort by Haider Ali in 1761. It was a
stronghold of Tipu Sultan that was captured by the army of the Britishstronghold of Tipu Sultan that was captured by the army of the British
East India Company led by Lord Cornwallis on 21 March 1791 duringEast India Company led by Lord Cornwallis on 21 March 1791 during
the Third Mysore War (1790the Third Mysore War (1790 – –1792). Only the Delhi gate of the fort1792). Only the Delhi gate of the fort
presently exists on Krishnarajendra Road bearing a marble plaquepresently exists on Krishnarajendra Road bearing a marble plaque
recording the spot where a breach in the fort wall delivered Bangalorerecording the spot where a breach in the fort wall delivered Bangalore
Fort to the British. There also exists a wooden palace of Tipu sultan,Fort to the British. There also exists a wooden palace of Tipu sultan,
and his armoury in the old fort area.and his armoury in the old fort area.

The Bangalore fort, ca. 1791, was described as The Bangalore fort, ca. 1791, was described as follows:follows:[1][1]

Bangalore, like Madras, had a fort, with aBangalore, like Madras, had a fort, with a  pettah pettah, or fortified, or fortified
town, outside it. This lay-out was a feature of almost all thetown, outside it. This lay-out was a feature of almost all the
cities or settlements in India, the fort providing a place of refugecities or settlements in India, the fort providing a place of refuge
for most of the inhabitants if thefor most of the inhabitants if the pettah pettah was in danger of capture.was in danger of capture.
The fort at Bangalore had a perimeter of about one mile; it wasThe fort at Bangalore had a perimeter of about one mile; it was
of solid masonry, surrounded by a wide ditch which wasof solid masonry, surrounded by a wide ditch which was
commanded from 26 towers placed at intervals along thecommanded from 26 towers placed at intervals along the
ramparts. To its north lay theramparts. To its north lay the  pettah pettah, several miles in, several miles in
circumference and protected by an indifferent rampart, a deepcircumference and protected by an indifferent rampart, a deep
belt of thorn and belt of thorn and cactus, and a small ditch. Altogether Bangalore was not a cactus, and a small ditch. Altogether Bangalore was not a place which invited attack.place which invited attack.

 — —Sandes, Lt Col E.W.C. (1933)Sandes, Lt Col E.W.C. (1933) The Military Engineer In India, Vol 1The Military Engineer In India, Vol 1
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Cubbon ParkCubbon Park

Cubbon ParkCubbon Park
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Avenues and road within the ParkAvenues and road within the Park

Cubbon ParkCubbon Park

Location of Cubbon ParkLocation of Cubbon Park
in Bengaluru and Indiain Bengaluru and India

CoordinatesCoordinates 12°5812°58′′N 77°36N 77°36′′EE
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A Map of Cubbon Park made with OpenstreetmapA Map of Cubbon Park made with Openstreetmap

Delonix or ornamental Gulmohar flower seen inDelonix or ornamental Gulmohar flower seen in
profusion in the Cubbon Parkprofusion in the Cubbon Park

Cubbon ParkCubbon Park (Kannada:(Kannada: ಕಬ್ಬನ್ ಪಾರ್ಕ್ಕಬ್ಬನ್ ಪಾರ್ಕ್) is a) is a

landmark 'lung' area of the Bangalore city, locatedlandmark 'lung' area of the Bangalore city, located
(12°58(12°58′′N 77°36N 77°36′′E) within the heart of city in theE) within the heart of city in the
Central Administrative Area. Originally created inCentral Administrative Area. Originally created in
1870, when Major General Richard Sankey was the1870, when Major General Richard Sankey was the
then British Chief Engineer of Mysore state, it coveredthen British Chief Engineer of Mysore state, it covered
an an area area of of 100 100 acres (0.40 acres (0.40 kmkm22) and subsequent) and subsequent
expansion has taken place and the area reported now isexpansion has taken place and the area reported now is
about 300 acres (1.2 kmabout 300 acres (1.2 km22). It has a rich recorded history). It has a rich recorded history
of abundant flora and fauna plantations coupled withof abundant flora and fauna plantations coupled with
numerous impressive and aesthetically locatednumerous impressive and aesthetically located
buildings and statues of famous personages, in itsbuildings and statues of famous personages, in its
precincts.precincts.[1][1] [2][2] This public park was first named asThis public park was first named as
““MeadeMeade’’s Parks Park”” after Sir John Meade, the actingafter Sir John Meade, the acting
Commissioner of Mysore in 1870 and subsequentlyCommissioner of Mysore in 1870 and subsequently
renamed as Cubbon Park after the longest servingrenamed as Cubbon Park after the longest serving
commissioner of the time, Sir Mark Cubbon. Tocommissioner of the time, Sir Mark Cubbon. To
commemorate the Silver Jubilee of Sri Krishnarajacommemorate the Silver Jubilee of Sri Krishnaraja
WodeyarWodeyar’’s rule in Mysore State, in the year 1927, thes rule in Mysore State, in the year 1927, the
park was again renamed as "Sri. Chamarajendra Park",park was again renamed as "Sri. Chamarajendra Park",
in memory of the 19th Century ruler of the state Sriin memory of the 19th Century ruler of the state Sri
Chamarajendra Wodeyar (1868Chamarajendra Wodeyar (1868  – – 94) during whose94) during whose
rule the park came rule the park came into existence.into existence.[3][3] The landscaping inThe landscaping in
the park creatively integrates natural rock outcrops withthe park creatively integrates natural rock outcrops with
thickets of trees, massive bamboos, with grassythickets of trees, massive bamboos, with grassy
expanse and flowerbeds and the monuments within itsexpanse and flowerbeds and the monuments within its
limits, regulated by the Horticulture Department of thelimits, regulated by the Horticulture Department of the
Government of Karnataka. The predominantly greenGovernment of Karnataka. The predominantly green
area of the park has many motorable roads, and the wellarea of the park has many motorable roads, and the well
laid out walking paths running through the park arelaid out walking paths running through the park are
frequented by early morning walkers and frequented by early morning walkers and the naturaliststhe naturalists
who study plants in who study plants in the tranquil natural environment.the tranquil natural environment.[3][3]

Tourists visitiTourists visiting this Park in ng this Park in the city of Bangalore have the city of Bangalore have nicknamed the city itself as 'Garden City'.nicknamed the city itself as 'Garden City'.[4][4]

The importance of the Park to the city's environment is best stated by two Urban Architects who have won theThe importance of the Park to the city's environment is best stated by two Urban Architects who have won the
national competition to design 'Freedom Park.'national competition to design 'Freedom Park.'
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AccessAccess

The Park is The Park is accessible from M.G. Road, Kasturba road, Hudson Circle and accessible from M.G. Road, Kasturba road, Hudson Circle and Ambedkar Veedhi (Road). The motorableAmbedkar Veedhi (Road). The motorable
roads which run through the park are allowed for light motor vehicles only. All locations of the park are accessibleroads which run through the park are allowed for light motor vehicles only. All locations of the park are accessible
through walking paths. The Park is open to the public at all times but the roads are closed for traffic from 5 A.M to 8through walking paths. The Park is open to the public at all times but the roads are closed for traffic from 5 A.M to 8
A.M every day.A.M every day.[5][5]

Botanical assetsBotanical assets

Indigenous and exotic botanical species found in the park are about 68 genera and 96 species with a total of aroundIndigenous and exotic botanical species found in the park are about 68 genera and 96 species with a total of around
6000 plants/trees. Indigenous species found in the park are:6000 plants/trees. Indigenous species found in the park are:[6][6] artocarpus, cassia fistula, ficus, polyalthias etc., andartocarpus, cassia fistula, ficus, polyalthias etc., and
exotic species such as araucaria, bamboo, castanospermum australe, grevillea robusta, millettia, peltophorum,exotic species such as araucaria, bamboo, castanospermum australe, grevillea robusta, millettia, peltophorum,
schinus molle, swietenia mahagoni, tabebuia. sp etc.schinus molle, swietenia mahagoni, tabebuia. sp etc.

Amongst the ornamental and flowering exotic trees lining the roads in the park are the Grevillea robusta (silverAmongst the ornamental and flowering exotic trees lining the roads in the park are the Grevillea robusta (silver
oak)oak) — —the first oaks introduced to Bangalore from Australiathe first oaks introduced to Bangalore from Australia[3][3]  — —and the delonix or the gulmohar tree (bright redand the delonix or the gulmohar tree (bright red
flowers with long petals) along the Cubbon road in the park, which is a widely cultivated tropical ornamental treeflowers with long petals) along the Cubbon road in the park, which is a widely cultivated tropical ornamental tree
around the world.around the world.[7][7]

AvenuesAvenues

The avenue of araucarias along with canna beds on either sides of the road from the Central Public Library toThe avenue of araucarias along with canna beds on either sides of the road from the Central Public Library to
Hudson circle, avenue of Swieteninas in the Northern side of the park, Hudson circle, avenue of Swieteninas in the Northern side of the park, the Java fig avenue along the the Java fig avenue along the road leading toroad leading to
the Government Museum, polyalthia avenue along the road from Queenthe Government Museum, polyalthia avenue along the road from Queen’’s statue to King Edward statue and thes statue to King Edward statue and the
chestnut tree avenue from the chestnut tree avenue from the Chamarajendra statue to SiddalingaiaChamarajendra statue to Siddalingaiah circle are testimony to h circle are testimony to the botanical richness of the botanical richness of 
the park. From the Attara Kacheri towards the East, terrace garden developed on a gradient provides a beautifulthe park. From the Attara Kacheri towards the East, terrace garden developed on a gradient provides a beautiful
sight.Other attrsight.Other attractions at the Park are the actions at the Park are the Ringwood circle, lotus pond and bamboo Ringwood circle, lotus pond and bamboo grove nook.grove nook.[3][3]

GalleryGallery

Bamboos and other trees inBamboos and other trees in
Cubbon ParkCubbon Park

Avenues and road within theAvenues and road within the
ParkPark
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Cassia javanicaCassia javanica

SpanishSpanish
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Gulmohar treeGulmohar tree

Historical buildings and monuments integral to the parkHistorical buildings and monuments integral to the park

The formal gardens, from the central hall of the original Attara Kacheri (means 18 government offices) now theThe formal gardens, from the central hall of the original Attara Kacheri (means 18 government offices) now the
Karnataka High Court, extends alontrng the ceal promenade Karnataka High Court, extends alontrng the ceal promenade developed symmetricalldeveloped symmetrically with avenues, to y with avenues, to the Museumthe Museum
building. Another impressive artistic structure in susu Iyer potty susu Hall, which houses the Central Library with abuilding. Another impressive artistic structure in susu Iyer potty susu Hall, which houses the Central Library with a
rose garden as a frontage. Other buildings located within or at the periphery of the park are 1) the Indirarose garden as a frontage. Other buildings located within or at the periphery of the park are 1) the Indira
PriyadarshinPriyadarshini i ChildrenChildren’’s Library, 2) the Venkatappa Art s Library, 2) the Venkatappa Art Gallery, 3) the Aquarium (stated to be Gallery, 3) the Aquarium (stated to be the second largest inthe second largest in
India), 4) the YMCA, 5) YuvanikaIndia), 4) the YMCA, 5) Yuvanika  — — the State Youth Centre, 6) Century Club, 7) Press Club, 8) Jawahar Balthe State Youth Centre, 6) Century Club, 7) Press Club, 8) Jawahar Bal
Bhavan, 9) Tennis Pavilion, 10) the Cheshire Dyer Memorial Hall and Bhavan, 9) Tennis Pavilion, 10) the Cheshire Dyer Memorial Hall and 11) the Ottawa Chatter11) the Ottawa Chatter[3][3] ..

Statue of Queen Victoria inside Cubbon ParkStatue of Queen Victoria inside Cubbon Park

A bandstand, in an A bandstand, in an octagonal shape made with cast-iron, was builtoctagonal shape made with cast-iron, was built
in the early part of the 1900s. Before Indiain the early part of the 1900s. Before India’’s Independence, thes Independence, the
British Royal Air Force used to play western band music at theBritish Royal Air Force used to play western band music at the
band stand every Saturday eveningband stand every Saturday evening[8][8] . An attraction for children is. An attraction for children is
the well planned children's amusement park as part of Jawahar Balthe well planned children's amusement park as part of Jawahar Bal
Bhavan, which has the toy train, Puttani Express that runs (0.75Bhavan, which has the toy train, Puttani Express that runs (0.75
miles or 1.2 km) within the Park, the Doll museum and a boatingmiles or 1.2 km) within the Park, the Doll museum and a boating
facility. A 20 million year old fossilized treefacility. A 20 million year old fossilized tree  — — a gift from thea gift from the
Geological Survey of India, is also reported at the Geological Survey of India, is also reported at the parkpark[9][9] ..

Memorials in the form of marble statues in honour of QueenMemorials in the form of marble statues in honour of Queen
Victoria (installed in 1906), King Edward VII (installed in 1919),Victoria (installed in 1906), King Edward VII (installed in 1919),
Major General Sir Mark Cubbon, Sri Chamarajendra WodeyarMajor General Sir Mark Cubbon, Sri Chamarajendra Wodeyar
(installed in 1927) and Sir K. Sheshadri Iyer (installed (in 1913)(installed in 1927) and Sir K. Sheshadri Iyer (installed (in 1913)
are seen located in front of the historical buildings within theare seen located in front of the historical buildings within the
parkpark[3][3] ..
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Attara KacheriAttara Kacheri

Originally Attarakacheri now the High Court of Karnataka in Bangalore at theOriginally Attarakacheri now the High Court of Karnataka in Bangalore at the
entrance to Cubbon Parkentrance to Cubbon Park

Attara Kacheri, built in 1864 A.D duringAttara Kacheri, built in 1864 A.D during
British rule, is a stone structure in an intenseBritish rule, is a stone structure in an intense
red hue, a two storied building withred hue, a two storied building with
Corinthian columns in Gothic Style of Corinthian columns in Gothic Style of 
architecture and is located at the entrance toarchitecture and is located at the entrance to
the Park. The Public offices (Secretariat of the Park. The Public offices (Secretariat of 
the Government of Karnataka) were locatedthe Government of Karnataka) were located
here from 1868 AD to 1956 AD, whichhere from 1868 AD to 1956 AD, which
were later moved to the Vidhana Soudha,were later moved to the Vidhana Soudha,
opposite to it. The building nowopposite to it. The building now
accommodates the Karnataka High Court. Inaccommodates the Karnataka High Court. In
the Central Hall a portrait of Sir Mark Cubbon decorates the ceiling. An equestrian statue of Cubbon by Baronthe Central Hall a portrait of Sir Mark Cubbon decorates the ceiling. An equestrian statue of Cubbon by Baron
Marochetti is located at the back of Marochetti is located at the back of the buildingthe building[10][10] ..[11][11] ..

MuseumMuseum

The State Archeological Museum, one of the oldest in India, built in 1876 by Colonel Sankey, located within theThe State Archeological Museum, one of the oldest in India, built in 1876 by Colonel Sankey, located within the
Park, is similar in design to the Attara Kacheri in its architectural style and hue. While the original collection in thePark, is similar in design to the Attara Kacheri in its architectural style and hue. While the original collection in the
museum belonged to Benjamin L. museum belonged to Benjamin L. Rice of the Mysore Rice of the Mysore Gazetteer, antiGazetteer, antiquities from Mohenjodaro period are on quities from Mohenjodaro period are on displaydisplay
in the Museum. Exhibits in the Museum include specimens of Vijaynagar and Halebid architecture, ancient coinsin the Museum. Exhibits in the Museum include specimens of Vijaynagar and Halebid architecture, ancient coins
and stone inscriptions as old as and stone inscriptions as old as 5000 years.5000 years.[11][11] ..[12][12] ..

Seshadri Iyer memorial hallSeshadri Iyer memorial hall

A rear view of Sir Seshadri Iyer Memorial Library in Cubbon ParkA rear view of Sir Seshadri Iyer Memorial Library in Cubbon Park

Seshadri Iyer Memorial Hall, built in 1915 AD in aSeshadri Iyer Memorial Hall, built in 1915 AD in a
classic European style with Tuscan and Carinthianclassic European style with Tuscan and Carinthian
columns, in honour of Sir K.Seshadri Iyer who wascolumns, in honour of Sir K.Seshadri Iyer who was
Dewan of Mysore State from 1883 to 1901, is anDewan of Mysore State from 1883 to 1901, is an
impressive red building with gables. It houses theimpressive red building with gables. It houses the
Seshadri Memorial librarySeshadri Memorial library[11][11] .The memorial building.The memorial building
is ensconced in the middle of the park, framed by theis ensconced in the middle of the park, framed by the
greenery of the park and with a beautiful frontage of greenery of the park and with a beautiful frontage of 
the rose gardenthe rose garden[9][9] .The Library has an area of 300 km².The Library has an area of 300 km²
and functions as the Apex of the Karnataka Publicand functions as the Apex of the Karnataka Public
Libraries system, which is governed by State LibraryLibraries system, which is governed by State Library
Authority.In the year 2000 AD, the Library wasAuthority.In the year 2000 AD, the Library was
awarded the Raja Rammohan Roy Library Foundationawarded the Raja Rammohan Roy Library Foundation
Award for the best state central library in India inAward for the best state central library in India in
recognition of its outstanding contribution to meritorious services rendered in the spread of knowledge and gearingrecognition of its outstanding contribution to meritorious services rendered in the spread of knowledge and gearing
up of library movement in up of library movement in the city of Bangalore in particular and in the the city of Bangalore in particular and in the state of Karnataka in general. The library hasstate of Karnataka in general. The library has
presently a collection of 2.65 lakh books presently a collection of 2.65 lakh books and also a and also a Braille section.Braille section.


